A Catalogue of Menstruums. 


I. 
Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of Philosophical Wine only. 


1. The Heaven, Essence, or Spirit of Wine of Lully. 1 
2. The Essence, Soul or Spirit of Wine of Rupescissa 

3. The Spirit of Wine of Paracelsus 1 
4. The Essence of Wine of Guido 12 


П. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
and the hottest Vegetables, Herbs, Flowers, etc. being Oyley. 


5. The Anima Metallica, or Lunaria Caelica of Lully 16 

6. The Aqua Vitae of Paracelsus 21 

7. Another Ibid. 

8. The Aqua Vitae of Ripley 23 

9. The Compound Aqua Vitae of Ripley Ibid. 
Ш. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of Spirit of Philosophical Wine and 
Oyley Sals, as Sugar, Honey, Tartar Common, etc. 


10. The Mellifluous Heaven of Parisinus 31 

11. The Spirit of Honey of Lully 34 

12. The Spirit of crude Tartar of Guido 36 

13. The Spirit of crude Tartar of Paracelsus Ibid 
IV. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of Spirit of Philosophical Wine and 
Volatile Salts, as Sal Armoniack, Salt of Blood, Urine, etc. 


14. The Spirit of Sal Armoniack of Trismosinus 38 
15. A Water of Sal Armoniack of Trismosinus 40 
16. The Gelative Sulphur of Lully Ibid 


V. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
and Fixed Salts of Vegetables and Minerals not Tinging. 


17. The Coelum Vegetabile of Lully 
The Volatile Salt of Tartar of Lully 
18. The Spirit of Wine of Basilius 
19. The Fiery Spirit of Wine of Basilius 
20. The Spirit of Calx vive of Basilius 
21. The simple Spirit of Calx vive of Basilius 
22. The Tartarized Spirit of Wine of Basilius 
23. The Vegetable Acetum acerrimum or Ignis Adepti of Ripley 
24. The Aqua fortissima of Rupescissa 
25. Vegetable Mercury acuated with the Salt of Tartar of Lully 
26. The simple Vegetable Menstruum produced from 3 Individuals 
of Lully 
27. The Circulatum minus, or Water of Salt circulated of Paracelsus 
28. The sweet Spirit of Salt of Basilius 


VI. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of the Spirit and Tartar of 
Philosophical Wine. 


29. The Coelum Vinosum of Parisinus 
30. The Coelum Vinosum of Lully 
Vegetable Sal Harmoniack of Parisinus 
Vegetable Sal Harmoniack of Lully 
Vegetable Sal Harmoniack of Lully 
Another 
Animal Sal Harmoniack of Lully 
Vegetable Sal Harmoniack made by the Accurtation of Lully 
Another 
31. Coelum Vegetabile of Lully circulated 
32. The less Vegetable Menstruum of Lully 
33. The Vegetable Menstruum per deliquium of Lully 
34. The Vegetable Mercury of Lully 
35. The rectify’d Aqua Vitae of Lully 
36. The Circulatum minus of Guido 


46 
48 
51 
54 
55 
Э 
58 
59 
60 
61 


62 
65 
70 


73 
76 
78 
80 
81 
83 
85 
89 
90 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 


37. The Animal Heaven of Parisinus 


VII. 


98 


Vegetable Menstruums compounded of the aforesaid Simple Menstruums. 


38. The Circulatum majus of Guido 
39. The Menstruum acutum of Guido 
40. The Coelum majus of Parisinus 


УШ. 


Vegetable Menstruums compounded of Simple Vegetable Menstruums, 
апа Common Argent vive, or other Metals. 


41. The Ignis Gehennae of Trismosinus 
42. The Alchymical Mercury of Ripley 
43. The Exalted Water of Mercury of Ripley 
44. The Glorious Water of Argent vive of Lully 
45. The incalcinated Menstruum of Lully 
46. The Mercurial Water by three Vessels of Lully 
The Mercurial Sal Harmoniack, or Mercury of Mercury of Lully 
47. The Menstruum of Guido for Pretious Stones 
48. The Lunar Menstruum of Lully 
49. The Circulatum majus, or Acetum acerrimum of Lully 
50. The Circulatum majus of Parisinus 


IX. 
Vegetable Menstruums compounded, made of Simple Vegetable 
Menstruums, and Things tinging being first fixed. 


51. The Circulatum таји5, or Metallick Acetum acerrimum of 
Paracelsus 


X 


103 
104 
105 


110 
113 
114 
115 
115 
116 
119 
122 
123 
124 
126 


137 


Vegetable Menstruums compounded, made of Vegetable Menstruums 


compounded, and Metallick Bodies. 


52. The Neapolitan Menstruums of Lully 
53. The Pretious Menstruum for Pearls of Lully 
54. The Mercurial compounded Menstruum of Lully 


iii 


144 
146 
147 


55. The sweet Spirit of Mercury of Basilius 148 
56. The incalcinated Menstruum of Parisinus 149 


XI. 
Vegetable Menstruums compounded, graduated, made of the compounded 
Vegetable Menstruums impregnated with the Influences of 
Heaven and Earth. 


57. The Etherial and Terrestrial Waters of Metals of Lully 154 


XII. 
Vegetable Menstrums compounded, most highly exalted, made of 
compounded Vegetable Menstruums graduated. 


58. The Etherial and Celestial Limes of Lully 163 
XIII. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of the Matter of 
Philosophical Wine only. 


59. The Green Lyon of Ripley 172 
60. A Menstruum made of the Gum Adrop of Ripley 174 
61. A Menstruum made of the Red Lead of Ripley 179 
62. The Simple stinking Menstruum of Ripley 181 
63. The Menstruum of Sericon of Ripley 182 
64. The Green Lyon of Roger Bacon 192 
65. The Green Lyon of Paracelsus 198 
66. The Stinking Menstruum made of the Gum Adrop and Common 

Vitriol of Ripley Ibid 
67. The Stinking Menstruum made of Azoquean Vitriol and Nitre 

of Lully 199 
68. The Water calcining all Bodies of Lully 201 
69. The Stinking Menstruum for reducing Metals into Argent vive 

of Lully 202 


70. The Stinking Menstruums made of Azoquean Vitriol, Common 
Vitriol, and Nitre of Ripley Ibid 


XIV. 
Simple Mineral Menstruums made of the Acid or Saline Essences 


of Salt. 
71. The Water or Oyl of Salt of Paracelsus 211 
72. The Water ој Salt by another Description 214 
XV. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
and Acid Spirits, as Aqua fortis, Spirit of Nitre, etc. 


73. Aqua fortis mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Paracelsus 222 
74. Aqua fortis mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Trithemius 223 
75. Vinegar mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Basilius Ibid 
76. The Spirit of Salt of Basilius 225 
77. The Spirit of Salt of Guido Ibid 
78. The Aqua fortis mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Lully Ibid 
79. Aqua fortis mixt with the Spirit of Wine of an Anonymous 226 
XVI. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of Philosophical Vinegar, and Volatile 
Salts, as Common Sal Armoniack, Urine, etc. 


80. The Oyl of Sal Armoniack of Guido 229 
81. The Water of Sal Armoniack of Isaacus 230 
XVII. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of Philosophical Vinegar and fixed 
Salts non tinging, as well vegetable as mineral. 


82. The Aqua comedens of Paracelsus 233 
83. The fixative Water of Trithemius 234 
84. The Aqua mirabilis of Isaacus 235 
85. The resuscitative Water of Basilius Ibid 


86. The Water of Sallabrum of Paracelsus 236 


XVII. 
Simple Mineral Menstruums made of Vegetable Sal Harmoniack 
and Acids not tinging. 


87. The Aqua fortis of Isaacus Hollandus 
88. The Aqua Regis of Ripley 
89. The Kings Bath of Basilius 
90. A Philosophical Water for the solution of Gold of Basilius 
91. The most strong Aqua fortis of Paracelsus 
92. The Aqua Regis of Guido 
93. The Aqua Regis of Lully 
XIX. 


240 
244 
245 
Ibid 
247 
Ibid 
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Mineral Menstruums compounded of Philosophical Spirit of Wine, and 


Acid Spirits not tinging, Spirit of Vitriol, Butter of Antimony, etc. 
94. Spirit of Vitriol mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Lully 
95. The Butter of Antimony mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Basilius 
96. The Water of the fourth Gradation of Paracelsus 
97. The Water of the sixth Gradation of Paracelsus 


XX. 


251 
253 
254 
Ibid 


Mineral Menstruums compounded of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 


and other tinging things, Vitriol, Cinabar, Antimony, etc. 

98. The Oyl of Vitriol of Basilius 

99. A Menstruum of Basilius made of Hungarian Vitriol 

100. The Mineral Menstruums of Isaacus 

101. The stinking Menstruum of Lully made of Vitriol and Cinabar 

102. The same 

103. The stinking Menstruum of Lully made of Vitriol, Cinabar, 
and Nitre 

104. The stinking Menstruum of Lully, made of Vitriol, Nitre, Alume 
Tartar, etc. 

105. The dissolving Water for the Red of Isaacus 

106. Another 

107. Again another 

108. A dissolving Water of Isaacus for the White 

109. Another 

110. A Red Water shining Day and Night of Isaacus 

111. Another 

112. Again another 


vi 


261 
293 
294 
294 
Ibid 


295 


296 
297 
298 
299 
299 
299 
300 
301 
303 


XXI. 
Mineral Menstruums Compounded, made of Simple Mineral Menstruums 
and Mercury, the rest of Metals, and other tinging things. 


113. The Spirit of Venus, or Spirit of Verdigreece of Basilius 306 
114. The Water of Paradise of Isaacus 310 
115. The Mercurial Vinegar of Trismosinus 312 
116. The Mercurial Water of Trismosinus Ibid 
117. The Mercurial Water of Albertus Magnus 313 
118. The Mercurial Water of Paracelsus 315 
119. The stinking Menstruum of Lully 316 
120. The Mercurial Green Lyon of Ripley 317 
121. The stinking Lunar Menstruum of Lully 317 
122. The stinking Solar Menstruum of Lully 317 


123. Philosophers Vinegar made of the Mercury of Silver of Isaacus 318 


XXII. 
Mineral Menstruums compounded of the Philosophers Vinegar, and 
other Simple Mineral Menstruums, and things tinging being first fixed. 


124. The Menstruums of Venus of Isaacus Hollandus 322 
125. A Menstruum of Vitriol of Isaacus Hollandus 324 
126. The Circulatum majus of Isaacus 332 
127. The Oyl of Vitriol shining by Night, of Trismosinus 335 
128. The Circulatum majus of Ripley 337 
129. The Metallick Acetum Acerrimum of Ripley 338 
130. The Circulatum majus of Isaacus, made of Sulphur 339 
XXIII. 


Mineral Menstruums compounded made of Mineral Menstruums 
compounded, and Metallick Bodies, and other tinging Things. 


131. The Oyl of Mars and Venus of Basilius 346 
132. The Spirit of Universal Mercury made of Vitriol of Basilius 347 
133. The Oyl of Mars and Venus, acuated with the Sulphur and 

Salt of Sol of Basilius 351 
134. The Spirit of Universal Mercury, acuated with the Sulphur and 

Salt of Luna of Basilius 353 
135. The Spirit of Universal Mercury acuated with the Sulphur of Sol 

and Luna of Basilius 354 


136. The Spirit of Universal Mercury acuated with the Sulphur of 
Sol and Mars of Basilius Ibid 
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137. The Spirit of Universal Mercury acuated with the Sulphurs of 
Sol, Mars and Antimony of Basilius 

138. The Spirit of Universal Mercury acuated with the Sulphur of 
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn of Basilius 

139. A compounded Mercurial Water for the red Work of Isaacus 

140. The Philosophers Water made of three Spirits of Isaacus 
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ОЕ 
Vegetable MENSTRUUMS. 


The First Kind. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of 
Philosophical Wine only. 


I. The Heaven, Essence, or Spirit of Wine of Lully, Described, Can. I. Dist. I. 
Lib. De Quinto Essentia.' 


Take Wine Red or White, the best that may be had, or at least take Wine that 
is not any way eager, neither too little nor too much thereof, and distill an 
Aqua ardens, as the custom is, through brass pipes, and then rectify four 
times for better purification. But I tell you it is enough to rectify it three times 
and stop it close, that the burning Spirit may not exhale, because herein have 
many men erred, thinking it ought to be seven times rectified. But my Son, it 
is an infallible sign to you when you shall have seen that Sugar steeped in it, 
and being put to the flame burneth away as Aqua ardens. Now having the 
water thus prepared, you have the matter out of which the Quintessence is to 
be made, which 15 one principal thing we intend to treat of in this Book. Take 
therefore that, and put it in a circulating Vessel, or in a Pelican, which is 
called the Vessel of Hermes, and stop the hole very close with Olibanum or 
Mastic being soft, or quick Lime mixed with the White of Eggs, and put it in 
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Dung, which is naturally most hot, ог Ше remainings of a Wine-Press, in 
which no heat must be by accident diminished, which you may do, my Son, if 
you put a great quantity of which you please of those things at a corner of the 
House, which quantity must be about thirty Load: This ought to be, that the 
Vessel may not want heat, because should heat be wanting, the circulation of 
the water would be impaired, and that which we seek for unaffected; but if a 
continual heat be administered to it by continual circulation, our 
Quintessence will be separated in the color of Heaven, which may be seen by 
a diametrical Line, which divides the upper part, that is the Quintessence, 
from the lower, namely from the Feces, which are of a muddy color. 
Circulation being continued many days together in a circulating Vessel, or in 
the Vessel of Hermes, the Hole, which you stopped with the said Matter, 
must be opened, and if a wonderful Scent go out, so as that no fragrancy of 
the world can be compared to it; insomuch as putting the Vessel to a corner 
of the House, it can by an invisible Miracle draw all that pass in, to it; or the 
Vessel being put upon a Tower, draws all Birds within reach of its Scent, so 
as to cause them to stand about it. Then will you have, my Son, our 
Quintessence which is otherwise called Vegetable Mercury at your will to 
apply in the Magistry of the transmutation of Metals: But if you find not the 
influx of Attraction, stop the Vessel again as before; and put it in a place 
before appointed, and there let it stand till you attain to the aforesaid Sign. 
But this Quintessence thus glorified, will not have that Scent, except a Body 
be dissolved in it, nor have that heat in your mouth as Aqua ardens: This 
indeed by the Philosophers called the Key of the whole Art of Philosophy, 
and as well Heaven, as our Quintessence, which arrives to so great a 
sublimity, that either with it by itself alone, or with the earthly Stars (Metals) 
the Operator of this work may do miracles upon the Earth. 
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Annotations. 


The twenty four following Kinds of Menstruums will prove, that 
amongst the Dissolvents of the Adepts, no one is made without the Vegetable 
Mercury, or Spirit of Philosophical Wine: for it is the foundation, beginning 
and end of them all: Yea itis according to the various and distinct degrees of 
its strength, sometimes the least, sometimes the greatest of all the 
Menstruums. It is the least and weakest, when it doth by its simple 
Unctuosity dissolve only the unctuous or oily parts of Vegetables, but either 
reject or leave untouched the Remainder being less oily and heterogeneous to 
itself: 1 becomes the strongest when we temper its Unctuosity with Arids, 
(that is, dry things, not oily) for so it is made homogeneous to things dry-oily, 
and to things merely dry. In respect of which Homogeneity, the Menstruums 
of the Adepts differ from the common, because they do so by reason of the 
said Homogeneity, remain with the things dissolved inseparably; yea, are 
augmented by them, but not with the least saturation, transmuted and melted 
into a third substance, and so cannot part without the diminution or 
destruction of their former Virtues. The permanent Homogeneity of 
Menstruums with things to be dissolved, is the reason why Essences are made 
with simple Vegetable Menstruums, but Magisteries with the same 
compounded, and so these operate more strongly, those more weakly. This is 
it, to comprehend all in a word, which shows us the various kinds of 
Menstruums distinct one from another in so many several degrees, now to be 
described and illustrated by our Annotations. 

But that you may more easily understand the following Receipts and 
me also, I thought it necessary to preadmonish some certain things 
concerning the Nature and Property of this Spirit of Wine, lest you should 
judge amiss of a thing not sufficiently understood. 

First, you are not to take the Spirit of common Wine, though never so 
much rectified, for the Philosophical Spirit of Wine; for so the following 
Receipts of all Menstruums would be erroneous and seducing. 

Having occasion (saith Zacharias) for a most excellent Aqua-Vitae for 
the dissolving of a mark or half a pound of Gold, we bought a large Vessel of 
the best Wine, out of which we did by a Pelican obtain great plenty of Aqua 
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vitae, which was often rectified in many Glass-Vessels bought for that end: 
then we put one Mark of our Gold, being before calcined a whole month, 
and four Marks of Aqua vitae into two Glass-Vessels, one Retort entering 
into the other, being sealed, and both placed in two great round Furnaces: we 
bought also Coals to the value of thirty Crowns at one time, to continue the 
Fire under it for the space indeed of a whole Year. We might have kept Fire 
for ever before any congelation would have been made in the bottom of the 
Vessels, as the Receipt promised, no solution preceding; for we did not 
operate upon a due matter, nor was that the true water of Solution, which 
ought to dissolve our Gold, as appeared by experience, pag. 783. Vol. I 
Theatrum Chemicum. Ripley admonisheth us of the same thing, who saith, 
Some think that this Fire ( this Fiery Spirit of Philosophical Wine ) 15 drawn 
from Wine according to the common way, and that it 15 rectified by 
distillations often repeated, till its watery Phlegm, which impedes the power 
of its Igneity, be wholly taken from it. But when such a sort of Water (which 
Fools call Pure Spirit) though a hundred times rectified, be cast upon the 
Calxes of any Body, be it never so well prepared, we do nevertheless see, that 
it is found weak and insufficient as to the act of dissolving a Body, with the 
preservation of its Form and Species, Cap. 2. suae Medul. Phil. Common 
Wine (saith he a little lower) is hot, but there is another sort much hotter, 
whose whole substance is by reason of its aerity most easily kindled by Fire, 
and the Tartar of this unctuous Humor is thick; for so saith Raymund: That 
Tartar is blacker than the Tartar from the black Grapes of Catalonia; 
whereupon it is called Nigrum nigrius Nigro; that is, Black blacker than 
Black: and this humidity being unctuous, doth therefore better agree with the 
Unctuosity of Metals, than the Spirit extracted from common Wine, because 
by its liquefactive virtue Metals are dissolved into Water; which operation the 
Spirit of (Common) Wine cannot perform; which, how strong soever, is 
nothing else but clear water mixed with a kind of Phlegmatic Water, where 
on the contrary, in this our Unctuous Spirit distilled, there is no Phlegmatic 
aquosity found at all. But this thing being rare in our Parts, as well as other 
Countries, Guido Montanor therefore the Grecian Philosopher found out 
another unctuous humidity, which swims upon other Liquors, which humidity 
proceeds from Wine; 
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to Ше knowledge hereof attained Raymund, Arnold, and some other 
Philosophers, but how it might be obtained, said not. 


O tortas adeo mentes ! assuetaque salli 
Artisicum vario rerum per inania ductu 

Pectora ! cum duris quid mollia vina metallis ? 
Apta epulis, arque apta bibi suavissima vina ? 
Hic tamen expressam proelis torquentibus uvam 
Accipit, & phialae postrema in parte reponit, 
Cujus in extremo rostrum connectitur ore, etc. 


Thus facetiously sings the Poet and Adept Augurellus, Lib. 2. 
Chrysopoeia. pag. 206. Vol. 3. Theatrum Chemicum.’ 

2. That you take not any Oil, though an hundred times rectified, instead 
of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine; for all oily matters, whether distilled or 
expressed, natural or artificial, alone, but much more mixed with other things, 
as Alkalies, Acids, etc. do by distilling, digesting, etc. in Bath, Dung, Vapor, 
etc. become thick, pitchy, yea, at length dry, insipid, black as Coal, and 
sometimes like a Type, capable of being made red hot; which is a manifest 
sign, that they want rather a Dissolvent, than are themselves Dissolvents. 

3. It is necessary to observe that the Spirit of Philosophical Wine 
appears in two forms; either like an Oil swimming upon all Liquors, or like 
the Spirit of Common Wine (to the Nature of which it comes sometimes 
nearer, and therefore doth from the Analogy borrow its Name) not swimming 
upon watery Liquors, but mixable with them and its own Phlegm; yet 
separable by simple Distillation, it easily by this means leaving its Phlegm 
behind it; but if being rectified, and kindled, it burns wholly away, it affords 
as the common sign of perfect rectification of the common Spirit, but 
however, they are not two, but one only Spirit, differing in degree of purity 
and subtlety. Which to prove, is not necessary, examples being obvious to us 
in almost every Description of the Vegetable Menstruums. 

4. Lastly, Distinction must be made between the first and second Spirit 
of Philosophical Wine, Father and Son. The first doth in its preparation 
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require Laborem Sophiae, Ше most secret, difficult and dangerous work of 
all true Chymistry. The second 15 easily made with the former Spirit 
according to the rule of perfect Chymistry: An Essence makes an Essence, a 
Magistry a Magistry. Differ they do in Order; not in Nature & they are both 
of one Virtue, though of different preparation: for this, as hath been lately 
said, is of a more easy, that of a more difficult preparation. Essences they are 
both, the former artificial, the other natural, in Medicine therefore unequal, 
though alike in Chymistry, as Menstruums, but the are easily distinguished 
one from the other by their Epithets. The first hath these more general Names 
in the Latin Tongue, Essentia Vini, Alcool Vini, Mercurius Vini, Vinum 
Vitae, Vinum Salutis, Aqua Vitae, Aqua ardens, Vinum adustum, Vinum 
sublimatum, etc. Examples of which you will have in these and the like 
Receipts: Take beaten Gold, and let it be resolved into Liquor by the Essence 
of Wine; Paracels. in Descript. Auri Diaphoret. Lib. 3. de male curatis. Take 
Flints, and dissolve them in the Essence of Wine, as Salt in Water, etc. 
Paracelsus in Descript. Essentiae filicum, cap. 18. de Morbis Tartar. pag. 327. 
Take the Crocus of Sol, and the Alcool of Wine, corrected, etc. Paracelsus in 
Tinct, Croci Solis, lib. de praeparat. pag. 81. The Alcool of Wine exicated or 
corrected is, saith Paracelsus, when the superfluity of the Wine is taken away, 
and the Vinum ardens remains dry and dephlegmed, without fatness, leaving 
no feces in the Vessel, pag. 507. But as to this, you will have many more 
Examples, especially in the following Book of Medicines. 

The Second Spirit of Philosophical Wine hath its Surnames annexed to 
these more general Names, indicating the radix of its Original, of which the 
following Receipts may be for Examples. Take the Leaves of Sol four 
scruples, of the Alcool of Wine drawn from a pine, from Balm, ana [equal 
parts]. etc. Paracelsus in descript. Balsami Solis, pag. 90. Chyrurgica major. 
The Extraction of Mummy is made by mixing it with the Essence of Wine 
drawn from Celandine, Mercury of Saturn, etc. Paracelsus Lib. 8. cap.10. de 
Tumoribus, Pustulis, etc. pag.138. Chyrurgica major. In these and the like 
Receipts he does by the Alcool of Wine, drawn from the Pine, Balm, 
Celandine, etc. mean the second Spirit of Philosophical Wine, or the Essence 
of those things made with the former Spirit, which also is proved out of the 
fifth Chapter of the third 
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Book of long Life, pag.69.°. Where Paracelsus calls Ше Essences of Herbs the 
Elixir of Life, or the Wine of Health, made from this or that Herb: which (he 
saith) will be manifested in the example of Balm. Digest Balm (with the first 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine) a Philosophical Month in an Athanor, then 
separate so, as that the duplicated Elements may appear apart, and the 
Quintessence, which is the Elixir of Life, will presently show itself; in 
Nepitha sharp, in Lolium [lotium ? = stale urine], yellow, in Tincium 
blackish, in Lupulus thin and white, in Cuscuta harsh, in others likewise to be 
judged according to the Prescript of Experience. Moreover that Spirit being 
extracted, and separated from the other, behold the Wine of Health. (Essence 
of Balm) in which the Pseudo-Philosophers have earnestly labored some 
Ages, yet never acquired any thing. And a good part of them that followed 
Raymund, (intending to follow him according to the Letter, understanding 
Wine red or white) emptied some Butts of Wine in extracting the 
Quintessence of Wine, but found nothing at all but burnt Wine, which they 
unhappily used for the Spint of Wine: sufficient it is to have thus admonished 
the Spagyrist, which way the Quintessence may be had in Herbs. 

This twofold, the first as well as second, Spirit of Wine, may be made 
not only out of the Vegetable, but the Animal Kingdom also. So it is read of 
the Aqua Vitae and Phlegm of the Wine of Urine, in the 16th. Experiment of 
Lully, and in Paramiro Paracelsi, pag.57. Many have diligently labored to 
find in man his own Health, Aqua vitae, Lapis Philosophorium, Arcanum, 
Balsamum, Aurum potabile, and the like. Which they did rightly; for all those 
things are in him, as also in the external world. So also hath he a description 
of the Liquor of Flesh, pag.505. Take of the Liquor of Flesh six ounces, of 
Mummy, etc. Here by Liquor, he means the Wine of Flesh, which is proved 
by Paracelsus himself saying, Where and according to this it is to be noted, 
that the Wine of Balm is a Secret in an Asthma: Here also it is to be 
observed, that by Pulmonaria, not the Herb, but the Liquor, that is, the Wine 
of it hath place in this Cure: In which words, the Liquor and Wine of 
Pulmonaria, are synonymous. So in Lib.8. de Tumoribus, cap.3. By the 
Liquor of Hermodactils. And cap.9. By the Liquor of Balm; and lib.9. cap.4. 
By the 
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Liquor Parthenion, And cap. 5. Ву the Liquor of Bdellium, etc. The Wines ог 
Essences of them all ought to be understood. Though neither the first nor 
second Spirit can be produced out of the dry Kingdom of Minerals (there are 
indeed some purely Oily, as Oleum Petrae, Naphthae, Carbonum fosilium, 
Succini, Agathis, etc. which are reputed Members of this Kingdom, the 
Oleosity of which notwithstanding differs so little from the Unctuosity of 
Vegetables and Animals, that scarce deserve to be called Subjects thereof) 
yet for the same reason that the Essences and Liquors of Vegetables are 
called Wines, is an Essence of the Mineral Kingdom, sometimes also called 
the Liquor and Wine of Minerals; so the Liquor or Essence of Vitriol or 
Copper is called Wine of the first Metal Cap. 12. Lib. 2. de Vita longa, pag. 
65." 

Being now instructed by the light of these Premises, let us come nearer 
to the Spirit of Wine of Lully, which we shall find like an Oil swimming 
upon its Phlegms, deduced not from the Common, but Philosophical Aqua 
vitae by Circulation: But all other essences being made by the help of some 
certain Essence, this first Essence of Wine alone must by its own virtues 
emerge its self out of its own foeculencies and impurities: In this respect the 
making of Philosophical Wine (red or white) renders the work of all the most 
secret Chymistry most difficult and abstruse; of which we shall (by the 
Blessing of God ) clearly and truly treat in a particular Book; namely our 
Fifth. Our purpose at present is to prosecute the Use of this Wine in the 
making of Menstruums, where we find Aqua vitae the first and weakest of all 
Menstruums, which, being by circulation alone reduced into an Oil, is made 
much more excellent than before. Lully's Receipt is clear enough; yet 
however we thought it advisable to confirm at least, if not illustrate it with the 
Receipts of other Adepts. Johannes de Rupescissa, a Scholar of Lully’, had so 
great an esteem for the first Distinction of his Master's Book of Essence, that 
he made it his own with a little alteration: He hath described the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine after this manner: 
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2. The Essence, Soul or Spirit of Wine of Johannes de Rupescissa, described 
Chap. 5. of his Book de Quintessentia. 


Repute me not a liar, in calling Aqua ardens a Quintessence and saying that 
none of the modern Philosophers and Physicians have attained to it, Aqua 
ardens being commonly found everywhere; for I spoke true of a certain: for 
the Magistry of a Quintessence is a thing occult, and I have not seen above 
one, and him a most approved Divine, that understood any thing of the Secret 
and Magistry of it: And I affirm for a truth, that the Quintessence is Aqua 
ardens, and is Aqua ardens. And may the God of Heaven put prudence in the 
heart of Evangelical Men, for whom I compose this Book, not to 
communicate this Venerable Secret of God to the Reprobates: Behold now I 
open the Truth to you. Take not Wine too watery, nor Wine that is black, 
earthy, insipid, but noble, pleasant, savory, and odoriferous Wine, the best 
that can be found, and distill it through cooling pipes so oft, till you have 
made Ше best Aqua ardens you can; that 15, you distill it from three to seven 
times; and this is the Aqua ardens which the modern Physicians have not 
acquired. This water is the Matter out of which the Quintessence which we 
intend principally in this Book, is extracted: because when you have your 
noble water, you must cause such a Distillatory to be made in a Glass-makers 
Furnace, all entire of one piece, with one only hole above, by which the water 
must be put in and drawn out; for then you shall see the Instrument so 
completely formed, that, that which by the virtue of Fire ascends, and is 
distilled into the Vessel through the Pipes, may be again carried back, in 
order to ascend again, and again descend continually day and night, till the 
Aqua ardens be by the will of God above, converted into a Quintessence; and 
the understanding of the Operation is in this; because the best Aqua ardens 
that can be made, hath yet a material mixture of the four Elements; therefore 
it is by God ordained, that the Quintessence which we seek for, should be by 
continual Ascensions and Descensions separated from the corruptible 
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composition of Ше four Elements; and this is done, because that which is a 
second time or oftener sublimed, is more pure and glorified, and separated 
from the corruption of the four Elements, than when it ascends only one time, 
and so to a thousand times, and that which is by continual ascent and descent 
sublimed, comes at length to so great an altitude of Glorification, as to be 
almost an incorruptible Compound, as Heaven it self, and of the Nature of 
Heaven; it is therefore called Quintessence, because it is in reference to our 
Body as the Heavens in respect to the whole World; almost after the same 
manner, so far as Art can imitate Nature, in a near and connatural similitude. 

Circular Distillation therefore being for many days made in a Vessel of 
Circulation, you must open the hole which is in the head of the Vessel, which 
is indeed supposed to have been sealed with a Seal made of Lutum 
Sapientiae, compounded of the finest Flower and the White of an Egg, and of 
wet Paper most carefully picked and mixed, to prevent the least exhaling. 
And having opened the Hole, if the Odor (which ought to be super-admirable, 
above all the Fragrances of the world) which shall seem to have descended as 
it were from the sublime Throne of the most glorious God, be so great, that 
setting the Vessel in a corner of a house, it shall by an invisible force with the 
fragrancy of the Quintessence (which is wonderful and highly miraculous) 
attract to itself all people that enter in; then have you the Quintessence which 
you heard of; to which none of the modern Philosophers and Physicians 
(except him that I exempted before) have so far as I have been able to 
understand, attained. But if you find not the Odor and Influence of attracting 
men, as I said, seal the Vessel as before, and bring it to the heat above 
described, in order to compass your desire by Sublimations and Circulations; 
namely, in finding out this Quintessence so glorified, into an Odor of 
inestimable fragrancy and favor glorified to a wonder, and the influx of 
attraction before expressed; and not only so as to yield a wonderful Scent, but 
also to raise itself more fully to a kind of incorruptibility: it hath not that heat 
in your mouth which Aqua ardens hath, nor that moistness, that is, such an 
Aqueity flowing, because the acute heat of the Aqua ardens; and its 
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watery moistness is by Sublimations and Circulations wholly consumed, and 
the Terreity will remain apart in the bottom: And the Heaven as well as Stars, 
of which this is our Quintessence is compounded both as to Matter and Form, 
are not as that which is compounded of the four Elements; but there is but 
little of it glorified so much even to the highest, filled with so noble a form, 
that the power of Matter cannot aspire to any other Form, and so remains 
uncorrupted, till the Composition be destroyed by command of the Creator: 
Nor is the Quintessence which we seek, altogether reduced to the 
incorruption of Heaven: as neither is Art equal to Nature: yet notwithstanding 
it is incorruptible in respect of the Composition made of the four Elements, 
because should it be altogether incorruptible, as Heaven, it would absolutely 
perpetuate our Body; which the Author of Nature, the Lord Jesus Christ 
forbids. Now have I opened to you much of the Secret, to the Glory of the 
immortal God. 


Paracelsus extracts his Essence of Philosophical Wine not out of Aqua 
ardens, but out of Philosophical Wine it self: Thus; 


3. The Spirit of Wine of Paracelsus: Described, Chap. 9. of the Third Book of 
Long Life, pag. 64.° 


Your Wine being poured into a Pelican, digest in Horse dung, and that 
the space of two Months continually, you will see it so thin and pure, that a 
Fatness, which is the Spirit of Wine, will of itself appear in the superficies. 
Whatsoever is under this is Phlegm, without any nature of Wine; but the 
Fatness alone being put into a Phial, and digested by itself, 15 a most excellent 
energy for long Life. 


Guido used the following Method, little differing from the 
Paracelsian. 
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4. The Essence of Wine according to Guido 
Described, Pag. I. Thesaur. Chym.’ 


Take White or Red Wine, which is better, distill by Balneo till the 
Matter remain in the consistence of Honey, which being divided into two 
parts in a duplicated Cucurbit, mixed with the distilled Liquor, and joined 
together again, and after the digestion of six weeks, a green Oil will swim 
upon the Matter; which separate through a Funnel. 


From the Receipts, we think these Things following worthy of Observation. 


1. That the Wine, Red or White, is not Common, but Philosophical, and that 
is the only thing that is obscure in these four Books; to be understood not 
according to the Letter, but by Analogy: but Aqua ardens, Aqua vitae, Spirit 
or Essence of a Philosophical Wine are the proper Names of it. 

2. That the Aqua ardens of Philosophical Wine doth in some things agree 
with the Properties of Common Spirit of Wine; namely, it goes before its 
Phlegm in distillation: it is rectified as the Common, from its Phlegm. Lastly, 
being rectified, it is known by burning Linen, Sugar, etc. 

3. That this Aqua ardens doth by Circulation daily lose its moisture and 
sharpness; and is at length converted into a swimming Oil, the Essence and 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine. But who ever reduced Common Spirit of Wine, 
or Aqua Vitis, by bare Circulation into an Oil? Who, I say, hath by continual 
Circulation brought that Oil to Dryness; so as to be sublimable as a volatile 
Salt, and that not but by a strong Fire, as Isaacus affirms himself to have 
experienced, in the Description of his Vegetable Stone? Of which lower in 
the Third Book. 

4. That the Oil, or Essence of Wine may be divers ways made out of 
Philosophical Wine. 

5. That not only the Time, but also the Scent, Color, etc. of the Essence are 
varied according to the variety of Method: The Essence of Lully is like 
Heaven, that is, of a Sky-color; the Oil of Guido is green. 
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6. That it hath not a Scent so fragrant, unless it hath a Body (especially a 
Metallic or Mineral) dissolved in it. 

7. That this Heaven, the first of all Menstruums, is also a Medicine; and is 
called the Essence or Specific to a long Life. 

8. That it is called Heaven for several Reasons by Lully. 

First, Because it works Contraries, like Heaven. Our Vegetable 
Menstruum, saith Lully, the Celestial Animal, which is called Quintessence, 
preserves Flesh from corruption, comforts things elemented, restores former 
Youth, vivifies the Spirit, digests the crude, hardeneth the soft, rarefies the 
hard, fattens the lean, wasteth the fat, cools the hot, heats the cold, dries the 
moist, moistens also the dry: One and the same thing can do contrary 
operations. The Act of one thing is diversified according to the nature of the 
receiver; as the heat of the Sun, which hath contrary operations; as in drying 
Clay, and melting Wax: yet the Act of the Sun 15 one in itself, and not 
contrary to it self. 

Secondly, Because like Heaven it receives the Forms of all Things. As 
the Universal Form (The Macrocosmical Heaven) hath an appetite to every 
Form, so the Quintessence (of Philosophical Wine) to every Complexion; 
whereby it is evidently manifest, that the Quintessence of things is said to be 
of that complexion to which it is adjoined; if joined to hot, hot; if to cold, 
cold, etc. This therefore the Philosophers called Heaven; because as Heaven 
affords us sometimes heat, sometimes moisture, etc. so the Quintessence in 
mens Bodies at the Artist's pleasure, etc. Distinct. I. Lib. Essentiae. To this 
Heaven we apply its Stars; which are Plants, Stones and Metals, to 
communicate to us Life and Health, Ibid. 

Thirdly, Because like Heaven it moveth all things from power to act. 
Therefore Heaven or our Mercury is the Cause and Principle moving C (C) 
(Metals) from power to act. And in this point knows the understanding of an 
Artist, that D (our Heaven) hath action upon C, and (C) ruling and governing, 
and reducing it into action; as Heaven brings that which is in Elemental 
things, by its own motion into action, etc. For we call it Heaven, by reason of 
its motion; because as the upper Heaven moves the universal Form, and first 
Matter, and Elements, and Senses, to compound Elemented Individuals; so 
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D moves С, and (С) and Ше four Elements to M (Ше Sulphur of Nature, or 
Philosophical Mercury) or to Q (the Tincture). Distinct.3. de quarto principio 
Libri Essentiae. 

4. Because like Heaven, it is incorruptible. Aqua vitae is the Soul and 
Life of Bodies, by which our Stone is vivified; therefore we call it Heaven, 
and Quintessence, and incombustible Oil, and by its infinite other Names, 
because it is incorruptible almost, as Heaven, in the continual circulation of 
its motion, pag. 145. Elucid. Testam. 

5. Because it is of the color and clarity of Heaven. Heaven or our 
Mercury is the fourth Principle in this Art, and is signified by D, of an azure 
color and line, and is signified by that color, because it is celestial, and ofa 
celestial Nature, as we said before in the description of it, Distinct.3. Lib. 
Essentiae. 


This Essence Johannes de Rupescissa calls Humane Heaven, for the 
following Reasons: 


We ought to seek that thing which is to the four Qualities of which our 
Body is compounded, as is Heaven in respect of the four Elements: Now the 
Philosophers called Heaven Quintessence in respect of the four Elements, 
because Heaven is in itself incorruptible and immutable, and not receiving 
strange impressions, but by the command of God; so also, the thing which we 
seek, is in respect of the four Qualities of our Body, a Quintessence, in itself 
incorruptible so made, not hot dry with Fire, nor moist cold with Water, nor 
hot moist with Ayr, nor cold dry with Earth; but it is a Quintessence able to 
work Contraries, as the incorruptible Heaven; which, when it is necessary, 
infuseth a moist Quality, sometimes a hot, sometimes a cold, sometimes a 
dry: Such a Radix of Life is the Quintessence, which the most High created in 
Nature, with power to supply the necessity of the Body to the utmost term 
which God hath appointed to our Life: And I said that the most High created 
the Quintessence, which 15 by the Art of man extracted from the Body of 
Nature, created by God: And I will name it by its three Names attributed to it 
by the Philosophers: It is called Aqua ardens, Anima, or Spiritus Vini, and 
Aqua Vitae. And when you have a mind to conceal it, call it 
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Quintessence; because this is its Nature, and this is its Name, Ше greatest 
Philosophers have been willing to disclose to no man, but caused the Truth to 
be buried with them: And that is not moist as the Element of Water, is 
demonstrated, because it burns; which is a thing repugnant to Elementary 
Water. That it is not hot and moist as Ayr, is declared, because dry Ayr may 
be corrupted with every thing, as appears in the generation of Spiders; but 
that remains always uncorrupt if it to be kept from expiring. That it is not dry 
and cold as Earth, is expressly manifest, because it is exceeding sharp, and 
heats extremely: And that is not hot and dry as Fire, is apparent to the Eye 
because it infrigidates hot things, and wastes and eradicates hot Diseases. 
That it conduceth to incorruptibility, and preserves from corruptibility, I will 
demonstrate by an Experiment; for if any Bird whatever, or piece of Flesh, or 
Fish be put into it, it will not be corrupted so long as it shall continue therein; 
how much more will it therefore keep the animated and living Flesh of our 
Body from all corruption? This Quintessence is the humane Heaven, which 
the most High created for the preservation of the four Qualities of mans Body 
as Heaven, for the preservation of the whole Universe. And know of a 
certain, that the modern Philosopher and Physicians are altogether ignorant of 
this Quintessence, and of the truth and virtue thereof: But by the help of God 
I will hereafter declare to you the Magistry of it. And hitherto I have taught 
you a Secret, the Quintessence, that is, the humane Heaven, Cap. 2. Lib. 
Essentiae. 

9. Lastly, That many Receipts more obscure, and otherwise intelligible 
by no man, are by these illustrated. 
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Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and 
the hottest Vegetables, Herbs, Flowers, Roots; etc. being Oily. 


5. The Anima Metallica, or Lunaria Coelica of Lully; Described in 
Compendium Animae Transmutationis. pag. 193. Vol.4 Theatrum 
Chemicum’. 


First you must know, that the Matter of our Stone, or ofall the Stones 
of the Philosophers, together with Precious Stones, which are generated or 
compounded by Art, is this Metallic Soul, and our Menstruum rectify and 
acuated, or the Lunaria Caleche, which among the Philosophers is called 
Vegetable Mercury, produced from Wine red or white, as is clearly manifest, 
being revealed to us by God, in our Figure Individuorum, Distinct. 3. Libri 
Quint. Essent. etc. 

But first, it is expedient to draw our Menstruum by Art from Death, that 
is, the Impurities and Phlegm of Wine, by the Office of an Alembic, and to 
acuate it in distillation with pertinent Vegetables; such as are Apium 
sylvestre, Squilla, Solatrum, Carduus, Oliandrum, Piper nigrum, 
Euphorbium, Viticella or Flammula, and Pyrethrum, an equal quantity of all, 
and pulverized. Then the Menstruum must be circulated continually for the 
space of ten days in hot Dung, or Balneo Maria. 
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Annotations. 


The Unctuous Spirit of Philosophical Wine attracts none but the 
Unctuous natural Essences of Vegetables, as we shall observe below in the 
Book of Medicines. Essences being thus extracted, as also all other Oily 
things, crude or expressed, and all distilled of both Kingdoms, Animal and 
Vegetable, this Spirit of Wine doth by simple digestion divide into two 
distinct parts, two Oils or Fats, whereof one is the Essence of the thing, the 
other the Body: The essence so made we name the Second Spirit of Wine. 
Both Essences, this by Division, and that by Extraction prepared, are by 
longer digestion made one with the aforesaid Spirit of Wine. For those things 
which are of one and the same purity, and of a Symbolical Nature, are easily 
mixed together, and that inseparably, and so an Essence made by an Essence, 
is joined to that Essence. And if we protract Digestion further, one of the 
Fats, namely, the Body less Oily, and therefore left hitherto, is at length 
received also into a Symbolical Nature, by reason of which mixtion, not only 
is the Spirit multiplied, but also made fitter for the Dissolutions of dry things, 
because the Particles of this Body less Oily incline to dryness; concerning 
which way we treat in this Receipt, in the Prescription of which, the Oil 
drawn out of Oily Vegetables, is by distillation together with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, circulated into a Magistry ( or double Essence, Natural 
and Artificial; of which, lower in its place) by which the Spirit of Wine is 
multiplied, and made more homogeneous to dry Bodies. There is some 
Menstruum , but a little otherwise described in his Natural Magick. pag. 358. 
thus; Take Nigrum nigrius nigro, and distill ten or eight parts of the same in a 
Glass Vessel, and in the first distillation you must receive only one half; this 
again distill, and hereof take а fourth part; and the third distillation you must 
take in a manner all, and so distill that part eight or nine times, and it will be 
perfect, but not rectified under one and twenty Distillations. Take of this 
Water a quarter of a pound, and acuate the same by distilling it with 
Vegetables, which are Apium Sylvestre; and so of the rest, of which was 
spoken above in Anima Transmutationis, in the Chapter which begins, First 
you must know, etc. And then put it into a Vessel of Circulation in hot dung, 
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or in Ше remains of a Wine press with Ше preservation of Ше Species. Which 
water is also one of the things without which nothing can be effected in the 
Magistry of this Art. 

That Menstruum which ought to be drawn from the Death of Wine by 
the Office of an Alembic, acuated with the said Vegetables, and at length 
circulated, it is the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, which it is by these degrees 
so exalted, as to be by Lully deservedly called the Matter of all the Stones of 
the Philosophers, and virtuous Stones (that is, Precious Stones) Anima 
Metallica, and Lunaria Coelica, which also is called Vegetable Mercury, 
deduced from Wine red or white. 

The Matter of which this Menstruum is made, is called Wine in the 
former Receipt: But in the latter it is called Nigrum nigrius Nigro. To these 
two Lully adds a third synonymous, pag. 1. Test. поуіѕѕіті! Take red Wine, 
which we call the Liquor of Lunaria and Nigrum nigrius Nigro. By which 
synonymous Terms none but a Fool can understand Common Wine; for the 
common Spirit herefrom distilled, is altogether insufficient to perform such 
and so great things; yea, all the Arcanums of the more secret Chymy, which 
are solicitous to describe, would be prostituted to all men, were this one only 
Word literally understood: by Wine therefore is meant a Philosophical Secret 
hidden from all the unexpert. 

It is expedient to draw from the Death of Wine, by the Office of an 
Alembic, that is, we must rectify so often till it become most pure, without 
the Feces and Phlegm of Wine, which is by Lully called the Death of the 
Spirit. It is (saith he) purged from all its Superfluity, and Phlegmatic 
corruptible matter, which is its Death, and which mortifies its Spirit, which 
hath the power of vivifying its Earth; let therefore the corruptible Phlegm be 
purged and separated from it by a subtle method, which I will tell you: For 
what reason? because if it be not well purged, its Earth will never become 
white, nor will Matrimony be made between the Body and Spirit; and so that 
Spirit is called the Spirit of the Stone in Apertoria. 

The Method of Rectification omitted in the former Receipt, is described 
in the latter, as also in Epistola accuratoria: This Rectification of 
Philosophical Wine Sendivogius understood not, as appears by the Sixth of 
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his Epistles, Brux. 25. Магш 1646. Where thus: The second Article (my 
Companion) of the Pagesian work, endeavors to repeat the mysterious way of 
extracting and preparing Mercury, more than needed, the Authority of Lully 
being misunderstood, and the Precepts of other Philosophers ill applied, he 
commanding the tenth part of his Magnesia first ascending by distillation to 
be saved, as the only useful, and truly Mercurial substance; but the other nine 
parts proceeding by continuance of distillation, to be cast away as of no use, 
to this end, that the said tenth part reserved, might at length be restored to the 
Earth remaining after complete distillation, (which Earth is foolishly 
supposed to be the Salt and Sulphur of Mercury) and by repeated 
cohobations, inhumations, digestions and sublimations described by him, 
united; but it is a grievous Error, for that which Authors declare concerning 
the tenth part concerning the Spirit, and of inhumations in its own Earth, is 
otherwise referred than to the extraction and preparation of Mercury, as shall 
be elsewhere in time demonstrated; nor for the said extraction and 
preparation of Mercury is there any Rule to be used besides the bare distilling 
of Magnesia, whereby the Spirit and Oil are together elevated to a Siccity 
even of the Feces, and separation of the Spirit from the Oil, and rectification 
of the same Spirit oftentimes repeated: But these things we will in their 
proper place more amply treat of in the Method of operating. 

Parisinus, a disciple of Lully, will correct Sendivogius, who learnt of 
Lully to rectify his Spirit of Philosophical Wine after this manner. 

Take A (Chaos, our Vegetable Mercury, in which the four Elements are 
to be found confused, pag.271. Vol. sext. Theatrum Chemicum''.) And put it 
in a Vessel to be distilled through Y (Balneo, pag 276.) And in this temperate 
distillation gather its B. (Celestial ardent Spirit, pag. 269.) Continue that 
distillation this way and method till you attain to the Signs declared in our 
Apertorial, and till you know that the said B. is dissolved and separated from 
its Elemental Nature, continuing this Magistry even to the fourth Revolution: 
Then put this Celestial fiery Matter into a pure Vessel, and distill slowly with 
ordinary fire, and take only a tenth part; and in the second distillation take 
half, and in the 
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third, two parts of three; and in Ше fourth, take four parts of five of five, and 
more: Then take that last Celestial Water, and distill it three or four times by 
the Rule above said, taking the whole without any separation appointed. This 
observe, and admire the necessity of this Mystery and Foundation, and you 
will understand the reason why dull and ignorant men make the worst Bread 
with the finest and purest flower, because they mix the course part with the 
fine. The same thing happens to presumptuous Artists, who persuade 
themselves that they are able to find out the beauty of our Quintessence with 
the exuberated Spirit negligently purified, without an exact separation of the 
pure from the impure. in Elucid. pag.230. Vol.6. Theatrum Chymicum. 

Which way notwithstanding of rectification so exactly to observe, there 
seems to me to be no necessity; rectification of the Spirit being good enough, 
which way soever done, either with fewer or more cohobations, provided it 
be separated from the impurities of the Wine, which way you will know 
(saith Lully) when it burns a piece of Linen by reason of its vehement heat, 
that is, as elsewhere more clearly, till a Linen Cloth moistened with this 
Spirit, and kindled, be wholly consumed. This rectified Spirit is in distilling, 
sharpened with the oily Vegetables nominated in the Receipt, the Oils of 
which, being nearest to it, 1 easily carrieth with it, and is impregnated with 
the same, and acuated by the aridity contained in them: Yet are we not 
obliged to use these Vegetables only, and no other, or is it necessary to mix 
all of them together, as if one or two would suffice. The Oil of any, or drawn 
out of a Vegetable with the help of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, or 
already made, and added to the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, will here satisfy 
us. I will give one form or other in confirmation of this kind of Menstruums; 
of which sort is, 
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6. The Aqua Vitae of Paracelsus, 
Pag. 508. Tom. I. 


Take of the Alcool of Wine Exicated three pound, of the Flowers 
of Rosemary, Macis, Lavender, of each half an ounce; of Cubebs, Cloves, 
Cinnamon, of each two ounces; of Mastic, half an ounce; of both sorts of 
Storax, half a dram each; of Doronicum, three ounces; and cohobate seven 
times. 

The following Use besides the Alcool of Wine exicated, testifies, that 
this Water is made with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine. Take of the Leaves 
of Gold, Num.20. of Pearls not perforated, Granites, Rubies, of each half a 
drachm; digest for a Month: Then take of this Oil three or four grains with 
Malago wine, or the water Marjoram or Sage. This Menstruum is Vinum 
Essatum or Essentisicatum, or Spirit of Philosophical Wine impregnated with 
the Essences of the Oily Ingredients, with which Paracelsus dissolves Gold 
and Precious Stones into a most noble Oil or Elixir, which he says is a Secret 
against the superfluity of Womens Menstruums. The Description of this 
Water being clear, requires no other Light: I will therefore propose another 
Receipt more obscure. 


7. Another Aqua Vitae of Paracelsus, 
Pag.115. Chyrurgica Min. 


Take of the waters of Melissa, Roses, Cheirus, Sage, Balsamus, of each 
one pound: of all the Peppers, Cubebs, Ginger, Cinnamon, Mastic, red Myrrh, 
Mace, Cloves, of each two ounces: of the Juice of Honey, half a pound: of 
rectified Aqua Vitae, five pound: Let them be all digested together for the 
space of nine days, and after that separated, and distilled in a Pelican into a 
Spirit. Then to this Liquor add an Apple roasted and broken, and let them be 
digested together with the following Spices upon Ashes for three days: of 
which take five grains every day. The Spices are these; 
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Take of Cinnamon, Cloves, Mace, of each two ounces; of Cheirus, Anthos, of 
each half an ounce; of Amber, two drachms; of Musk, five grains; of Zibeth, 
half a drachm; of Amomus, two drachms; of Zedoary, two ounces and half; 
of Grains of Paradise, one ounce and half. After Digestion of them all, 
separate, and keep the Matter in Glass Vessels very close stopped. 

From the Dose itself of this Prescription, it is manifest that the 
operation is merely Philosophical; for if by Aqua vitae he would have 
understood the Common Spirit of Wine, it would be altogether ridiculous to 
give only five grains fora Dose. We meet with many more Menstruums of 
this kind, which little differing from the pristine Nature of the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, were less observed by some Adepts; wherefore 
Christophorus Parisinus, a Noble Sicilian, doth not very much commend this 
acuation of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine. Some (saith he) have made (the 
aforesaid Spirit) acute with Vitriol, which way is very good; some with Nitre; 
some with Cinnabar; some with these two, some with all three; some with 
their Earth, which way displeaseth me, because a thick Unctuosity and 
ponderosity was hereby introduced; some use Vegetables, as Herbs, Roots, 
Flowers, and Seeds known to you, which have strong (Vegetable) Mercuries 
in them; wherefore they that handled it after this manner, augmented rather 
its Vegetable Form (Unctuosity) than that they made it more soluble. 
Parisinus in Elucidario, pag.231. Vol.6.Theatrum Chemicum’’. For this 
reason, Ripley following the same Master as Parisinus , believed these things 
to be covered with a Mantle of Philosophy; for so he writes in his Medulla 
Philosophiae. Raymund saith, it ought to be drawn out from the Death and 
Feces of Wine for the space of one hundred and twenty days, by continued 
rotation, in Balneo of the hottest Dung, and that it must be acuated with hot 
Vegetable things, as Piper nigrum, Euphorbium, Pyrethrum, Anacardus, 
Squills, Solatrum, Apium Sylvestre, and such like; for without the virtue of 
these things, as he saith, it is not sufficient to dissolve Metals, except in a 
long time; but that nothing of doubt or ambiguity may appear, I say, that all 
these things are covered and shrouded with a Philosophical Mantle: For his 
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meaning is, that in this Spirit may be had another resolvable Menstruum, 
because without such a resolutive Menstruum Solution can never be made: 
And that resolvable Menstruum is generated only from the Metallic kind, and 
is by our resolutive Menstruum produced into act, Ripley, pag.168. Medul. 
Philos”. Ripley did by the resolvable Menstruum produced into act by the 
Menstruum resolutive (that is, the Spirit of Philosophical Wine) mean a 
certain Mercurial Water; of the Preparation of which lower: where likewise it 
will appear that by the aforesaid Vegetables Ripley thought Lully intended 
running Mercury; yet nevertheless his following Menstruum proves, that 
these Vegetables have been sometimes also taken by him literally. 


8. The Aqua Vitae of Ripley. 
Pag.338. Viatici. 


The Menstruum being distilled from the first Feces, circulate it with the 
hottest Species, such as are, Black Pepper, Euphorbium, Pyrethrum, 
Anacardus, Grains of Paradise, and the like, for the space of 100 days in 
Balneo; and after that, distill only half of it, and make your putrefaction with 
it, etc. 

It is here manifest that Ripley took these Vegetables, Not Argent vive, 
because Circulation being finished, he distilled only one half of the Spirit, as 
the most subtle part of the Vegetables; in which case that Metal (Mercury) 
though dissolved, would remain at the bottom. But whereas Lully acuates the 
Spirit by distillation, and then circulates; Ripley does this by circulating, and 
after that distills. To this Aqua Vitae he sometimes adds Oils, or Essences 
either of Metals or Vegetables, as followeth ; 


9. The Compounded Aqua Vitae of Ripley, 
Pag. 343. Майс. 


Circulate the strongest red Wine with known Vegetables, for the space 


of 120 days, with continual Rotation in Balneo, and then draw only the purest 
Spirit by distillation; to which put the Oil of the purest Luna made without a 


и Presumably, Marrow of Philosophy - only in ms. until W. Salmon published Medicina Practica in 1692. 
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Corrosive; and let them Бе circulated together 100 days more, and then is Ше 
Water of the nature of the Basilisk, because as a Basilisk kills a man at an 
instant by the Aspect alone, so this Water being put upon Argent vive does 
without any other Fire, suddenly in a manner congeal it into the purest Silver: 
And note, if the Fire (Oil or Essence) of Celandine be put in, or the Fire of 
the Flowers of Thyme, after the first Circulation, and they circulate together 
without the Oil of Luna, that Argent vive will be much better congealed, etc. 
But that which begets the greater scruple, is the Paraphrase of Lully himself 
upon this place. We, saith he, would not have you ignorant that you may 
extract our Argent vive (Veget.) From its Mine another way: The way (my 
Son) is to take the Herb which is called Portulaca marina, Apium, Squills, 
etc. distill the Feces which remain, calcine, draw off the Salt with the distilled 
water, and abstract the water from it, purify the Salt by often dissolving and 
coagulating, and you will have the Salt of the acuating Vegetable Herbs: 
These (saith he) I meant, when I said, acuate with acuating Vegetables, that 
is, the Salts, not the simple Herbs: Wherefore you might say, it follows, that 
this Receipt of the Metallic Soul hath not at all been described, so as to be 
understood according to the Literal Sense; but I have my answer ready, 
namely, that Lully acuated the Spirit of Wine with crude Vegetables also, it is 
easily proved by the third Distinction of his Book of Essences, in Figura 
Individuorum, alleged by him, where he rehearseth the nearest Individuals, 
acuating the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, as are red Wine, new Honey, 
Celandine, Flowers of Rosemary, Herb Mercury, red Lilly, Tartar, Mans 
Blood, and white Wine. Why he chose these, not others, and these only, it is 
not my business to answer: that which we learn from thence, is, that he 
commended two of those Individuals to us before the rest, Tartar and Honey, 
of which thus. There are some Individuals, in which Mercury (Vegetable) 
hath a free Act in some respect, in Tartar it hath one free operation only, and 
in Honey two, and this an artist ought to know, that he may be certified in 
this Art, and the first Truth thereof. He prefers Tartar, not for the sake of the 
Tartar, but the Alkali made from thence, and that he resolves as the best of 
Alkalies per deliquium, and circulates it being purified 
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with Ше Spirit of Philosophical Wine, according to the Doctrine prescribed in 
prima Tabula individuorum, in the second Experiment, and in other places. 
The Alkali of Tartar may be supplied with the Alkalies of Honey, Celandine, 
and the rest of the Individuals named by Lully, with which the Adepts did 
also sometimes acuate their Spirit of Wine, as shall be declared below in the 
Fifth Kind of Menstruums: But these things make also against the Literal 
sense of our Receipt, and do prove that the Salts of the Vegetables, not the 
crude Vegetables themselves were taken in the Receipt. But though he made 
choice of Tartar, because of the strongest Alkali to be from thence prepared, 
yet did he not for the same reason intimate; that Celandine; the Flowers of 
Rosemary, Herb Mercury, red Lilly, and mans Blood were better than the 
rest, because with these he proceeds another way; for he separates the 
Elements from them with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, from which he 
takes only the Fire or Oil, which he circulates with the Spirit, and so acuates 
it, as is clearly enough evident in secunda Tabula Individuorum. 

But because Honey surpasseth not only its own collateral Individuals, 
but also the Tartar itself (for he saith that the Spirit of Wine in Tartar hath 
one, but in Honey two free Operations) and therefore attributes his peculiar 
process to Honey, namely, by distilling the whole Comb, the Honey together 
with the Wax, with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine through an Alembic. 
Now between both processes of Honey, and the rest of the Individuals our 
Receipt keeps a middle station. If Honey be volatilized as to the whole 
substances, it becomes thereby a Magistry, which being joined to the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, yields us a Menstruum of the Third kind. But the Fires 
or Oils of Celandine, of the Flowers of Rosemary, common white and red 
Wine, etc. are by separation of the Elements made with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, Essences, which being added to the said Spirit of Wine, 
do not alter, but multiply it rather, because an Essence is added to an Essence, 
that is, the second to the first Spirit of Philosophical Wine. But if Celandine, 
the Flowers of Rosemary, as also the Vegetables of our Receipt be distilled 
with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, it does extract and elevate all their 
Unctuosity with it self, reyecting the aridity of them, being more simple, 
subtle, volatile, and less loaded with dry Particles, than the Unctuosity of 
crude Honey; and so by being circulated with the Spirit of Philosophical 
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Wine; it is made indeed а Magistry, yet more inclining to Ше nature of an 
Essence, and therefore less dry, and less altering the Spirit of Wine, than that 
of Honey, and so being now deservedly united with the aforesaid Spirit, it 
makes a Menstruum different from the Menstruums of the Third Kind. So the 
Literal Sense of our Receipt does hitherto stand unmoved. But not to derogate 
from the Authority of the Author, and his own Commentator Lully, it is 
necessary to suppose that, the Spirit of Philosophical Wine being distilled 
upon the aforesaid Vegetables, he did sometimes out of the remainder 
prepare an Alkali by calcination, and acuate his Spirit with it, and so make a 
Menstruum of the Fifth Kind. 


From these and the like Receipts, we observe, 


1. That Wine, Lunaria, Nigrum nigrius Nigro, the Matter of the Menstruum 
of Vegetable Mercury or Soul of Metals, is not Common, but Philosophical 
Wine; nor that the Spirit of this Wine is the Common, but the Philosophical 
Aqua ardens. 

2. That a Menstruum of this kind is the unctuous Spirit of Philosophical Wine 
acuated, that is, tempered with the common Unctuosity of Vegetable Oils. 
Mix, digest, and distill any common distilled Oil with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, and you will obtain a Menstruum of the Second Kind 
much sooner; yea, you will make the same in a moment, if you mix the 
Essence (Spirit) of Philosophical Wine with the Magistry of an oily 
Vegetable. 

3. That one oily Vegetable (Saffron or Macis) of so many, 15 sufficient for the 
acuation of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine; nor yet will you err, if you take 
Treacle; which Spirit of Treacle, made with this Spirit of Wine, will be a 
Menstruum of this kind. 

4. That these Menstruums are Medicines. 

5. That these Menstruums made out of mere Vegetables, are properly called 
Vegetable Menstruums, tho' some which are called Vegetable Menstruums 
compounded, are by reason of the addition of Metals or Minerals, sometimes 
by the Adepts called Mineral Menstruums: so Lully in the 34th. Experiment, 
calls his Circulatum majus made of Gold and Silver, Ше true Mineral 
Menstruum. But we distinguish them from the Mineral Menstruums, because 
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they are corrosive, being prepared with Ше acidity of Mineral Salts. But these 
are most sweet, without any Corrosive, and do kindly dissolve things that are 
to be dissolved. 

6. That a Menstruum is called the Soul of Metals. Soul is diversely taken 
among the Adepts. 

First, For perfect Metal, Gold or Silver. So Arnold in Florae Florum: 
Philosophers call the Soul a Ferment, because as the Body of man can do 
nothing without its Ferment or Soul, so is it the thing propounded; for 
Ferment is a Substance which converts other things into its own Nature. And 
you must know, there is no Ferment, except Sol and Luna, that is, Gold and 
Silver appropriated to those Planets, etc. Ferment therefore must be 
introduced into the Body, because it is the Soul thereof. This is that which 
Morienus said, except you cleanse the unclean Body, and make it white, and 
infuse a Soul into it, you conduce nothing to this Magistry. 

Secondly, for Metals, and other things, volatilized with a Philosophical 
Menstruum. So Lully calls Gold and Silver volatilized in the preparation of 
his Circulatum majus, Menstruum, or animated Spirit. Take, saith he, the 
animated Spirit of Sol, and the animated Spirit of Luna, join them together, 
etc. So the Tinctures of Gold and Silver volatilized by a Menstruum, as also 
of imperfect Metals, are by him called Souls. So in the 20th. Experiment he 
hath the Animal Water of Saturn; in the 21st. Experiment, the Soul of Mars." 
Yea separating the Elements from all things, he calls the tinged distilled 
Liquors Souls or animated Spirits, because by them is the dead, dry and fixed 
Earth again revivified, volatilized, and reduced into a Sal harmoniack. See 
the Revivification of the Salt of Tartar by its own Water, in the Volatization 
of it given in the Second Experiment. 

Thirdly, For Menstruums themselves. For Menstruums are the Souls of 
Metals, by which the Metals, otherwise dead, are animated and revivified: so 
Lully of this our Menstruum, the Soul of Metals, pag.195. Compendium 
Animae Transmutationis.'° Otherwise, saith he, Metals cannot be dissolved, 
unless they be animated with a Vegetable Menstruum, by the power of 
which, Resolution is made in things resoluble. And in Elucid. Testam. 
pag.145'° Aqua vitae is the Soul and Life of Bodies, by which our Stone is 
vivified. So also Ripley in Libro Мегсиги, pag.108. saith, The Sperm of 
Metals is also called Metallic Aqua 
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Vitae, because it administereth life and health to Metals, being sick, dead, 
etc. 

Fourthly, For the Unctuosity as well of the Metal as Menstruum. Of 
both saith Ripley, pag. 150. Medullae Phil. There is some certain Similitude 
of the Trinity to be perceived in the Body, Soul and Spirit (of our Work.) The 
Body is the substance of the Stone; the Spirit is the Virtue (that is, the 
Quintessence which excites Natures from Death) and the Soul is to be taken 
for the Ferment, which cannot be had but out of the most perfect Body (Gold) 
in Sulphur (of Gold;) there is a Terrestreity for the Body, and in Mercury 
(Menstruum) an aerial serenity for the Spirit; and in both a natural Unctuosity 
for the Soul: For they are all fermentable in the Unctuosity of the Body, being 
mixed and inseparably united with it throughout its most minute parts, by 
which Soul is the Stone formed, because no thing can be any way formed 
without it. 

7. That this Menstruum, is called Vegetable Mercury, produced from red or 
white Wine. The Adepts have many Mercuries. 

The First is, Common Argent vive, running or sublimed. 

The Second is, The running Mercury of Bodies, extracted out of Metals 
by the Spirit of Philosophical Wine. 

A Third is, Any Salt Alkali, especially fixed with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine. 

Lully calcines Celandine, and from thence extracts a Salt; of which 
thus; Repeat this Magistry so often, till you have extracted all the Salt, which 
is the Mercurial Part of that Individual (Celandine.) These things therefore 
being done, take all these Dissolutions (Lixivia's) and transmit them through 
a Filter, or Linen-Cloth, that they may be purged from Terrestreity; then 
distilled by Balneo, congeal, and the moisture being gone over, in the bottom 
of the Vessel will remain a Mercury or Salt, of a white color; and by this 
means you will have extracted out of this Matter a Mercury, which hath 
almost innumerable Virtues of acuating the Vegetable Spirit, drawn from 
(Philosophical) Wine, so as to have the power of dissolving all Metals with 
the conservation of the Vegetative and Germinative Form. 

In Magia Naturali, He calls Tartar calcined, and impregnated with the 
Vegetable Menstruum, by being four times distilled, then resolved per 
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Deliquium, and coagulated by Ше Name of Mercury. And saith he, pag. 379, 

you will have the Salt of the Art, or Testamentary Mercury, without which is 
nothing done. Sometimes the Salt, or Caput Mortuum, in the separation of the 
Elements, called exanimated Earth, he calls Mercury. So in Exp.6. The 
inanimated Earth of Urine, dissolved in Water, filtered and coagulated, he 
calls Mercury: Then, saith he, Keep our fixed Sal armoniack, our animal 
Sulphur, our fixed animal Mercury. Lay a little of which, upon a 
Fire-hot-plate, and if it melt as Wax without fume, it is a sign you have 
Argent vive fixed and perfectly depurated, wherewith you will be able to 
produce many Experiments. This is that Mercury, which hath afforded us 
most convenient relief. 

The Fourth Mercury, is either Vegetable or Animal; of which saith 
Ripley in Pupilla, pag.300. There are more Mercuries than the two above-said 
(Mineral, the red and green Lyon) namely, the Vegetable and Animal 
Mercury, because both may be extracted out of some Liquors, as out of Blood 
and Eggs. Lully Distinct.3.Libri Essentiae in Figuris & Tabulis Individuorum, 
describes the Vegetables and Animals, in which are found these Mercuries 
most readily. There is, saith he, lastly this other Secret of Nature, for the 
Artist of this Art to know, and really have the knowledge of the Individuals, 
in which our Mercury is found most easily. Wherefore let the Artist of this 
Art know, that our Mercury is found in every Elemented Body, yet in some 
so remote, as to anticipate the Life of Man, before the Artist of this Art can 
possess it, being extracted, as 15 expedient: Wherefore we do in that place 
reveal those things which contain it most nearly. Of this Mercury, saith Lully, 
Libro Mercuriorum, pag.8. When we say common Mercury, we speak of that 
which the Philosophers understand, and when we say vulgar, we speak of that 
which the Rustick understands, and which is sold in Shops: Which Ripley in 
the 326th pag. of his Concordance, thus expresseth; When I speak of 
Mercury, understand Mercury more common than common. 

The Fifth is, The Spirit of Philosophical Wine, which Lully in Exp.3. 
calls Vegetable Mercury. So, saith he, will you have a Vegetable Salt 
extracted from this Individual (Honey) which Salt is most precious, and hath 
the power of acuating the Vegetable Mercury, and dissolving the two 
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Luminaries, etc. in Exp.5. Salts he prepares out of Portulaca, Apium, Squilla, 
etc. with all which, saith he, you may acuate the Vegetable Mercury extracted 
out of Wine, either jointly or severally; of which lower in the fifth kind of 
Menstruums. 

The Sixth is, The Philosophical Menstruum it self; for our present 
Menstruum is called Vegetable Mercury, produced from white or red Wine. 

The Seventh is, The animated Spirit or Air of every Body, in the 
separation of the Elements, which Mercury being a Fire or Oil, is called 
Sulphur in almost all Receipts. 

The Eighth is, Sal armoniack Vegetable, Animal or Mineral, the 
Sulphur of Nature, which is also called our Mercury, Mercury Sublimate, and 
Philosophers Mercury. Necessary it is we should observe these things in the 
following Descriptions of Menstruums, except we would sometimes 
confound the things themselves with the Names. 
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The Third KIND. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and 
Oily, or middle salts (such as can neither be called fixed nor volatile) hitherto 
called Essential Salts, such as are Sugar, Honey, Tartar of Common Wine, 
and other Vegetables. 


10. The Mellifluous Heaven of Parisinus. 
In practica Elucid. p.231.Vol.6. Theatrum Chemicum. 


The way of acuating this Celestial and Burning B (Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine) 15 to take of the Substances declared to you what 
quantity you will: But we take the Substances of Flowers United (that is, the 
Substance of New Honey, pag. 269.) Which we put in a Vessel: to distill all 
the Aquosity through Y (Balneo Maria. Pag. 270.) Then we pour in three 
parts and more of B (Celestial ardent spirit [vegetable Mercury rectified]) 
upon that Substance prepared after this manner; shutting the Vessel with its 
Cover, called Antenotorium, and put it in Putrefaction for the space of one 
Natural Day; then with three Distillations by Z. (Fire of Ashes, pag. 270.) We 
distill till we obtain all the Mercurial Part with the whole Juice of the Blessed 
Substance by that Method, then repeat the aforesaid Magistry with New 
Substance of Flowers, and making this Regiment four times, at the end of 
which, you have reduced B solutive from Power into Act by Virtue of the 
Manna of the Flowers United. 

Now take a strong Glass Vessel, able to hold as much Water, 
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as а common Pitcher, with a Neck one span and а half long, to which another 
Glass Vessel, containing a fourth part only of the Pitcher, must be joined, and 
well luted: Into this Vessel put four Pounds of C (the said Menstruum made 
of Honey) to Circulate in Balneo, or Horse Dung, the space of thirty or forty 
Days, at the expiration of which time, you will have C converted into D (into 
the Quintessence in its Perfection, drawn from excellent Wine, which is the 
Form of the Universal Body reduced into B, and B into C, and then 
Circulation is to be made. This Quintessence is Vegetable, because, all the 
rest of the sharp Waters destroying Metals, this alone doth by its Virtue 
vegetate, augment and multiply them. Wherefore this Water is the Mystery of 
Art, because it is Burning, Calcines, and dissolves Bodies, if it be perfectly 
rectified, pag. 269.) But the Sign of knowing, whether this Conversion be 
made, will be a sediment in the bottom of the Vessel, like that, which appears 
in the Urine of a sound Man. When the Glorious Body draws nigh, after 
thirty Days in the end of Perfection, then will you see D, or the Quintessence 
in greater clarity and splendor than any Diamond. The clarity whereof 
surpasses all Precious Things, so as that it is difficult to judge, whether that 
Divine Liquor be in or out of the Vessel: Then you must separate our Heaven 
from its sediment or Hypostasis with Industry, keeping it in a Vessel well 
luted in a cold place, that nothing may from thence expire. This Quintessence 
is by the Philosophers called Spiritus Vivus, because it gives Life to humane 
Bodies, and Metals, as also Aqua Argenti vivi, Aqua Vitae, Aqua Coelestis, 
Aqua Divina, Stella Diana, Anima, Spiritus Mercurii nostri Vegetabilis, 
Fumus, Coelum Nostrum. To conclude, infinite Names have been given it, 
which notwithstanding signifies one and the same thing. 
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Annotations. 


The antecedent acuation of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine with Oily 
Vegetables, did not so well please Christopher Parisinus, and therefore 
instead thereof he substituted this, which he found better than the other. The 
great Mystery and Treasure (saith he) which we teach you in this Chapter 15, 
how you ought to make B (the Celestial and Ardent Spirit) acute, which we 
signifie by C, wherefore give Ear, for I know not how I ought to propound 
this Doctrine, lest this Secret should be prostituted to all Men: For all the 
Philosophers that ever have been, have absconded this Secret under divers 
Figures, because without all doubt, this is the thing, which is the Principal, or 
one of the Principal Keys of this admirable Science. This I would have you 
certainly believe, that B hath no solutive Nature actually, but only potentially; 
for if B were no acuated by the way and means manifested to you, it would 
have no power of Dissolving: Some made it acute with Vitriol, which way is 
good enough: Some with Niter: Some with Cinnabar: Some with these two, 
and some with all three: Some with their Earth, which way displeaseth me, 
because this way thick unctuosity and Ponderosity was introduced: Some 
have used Vegetables, as Herbs, Roots, Flowers, and Seeds known to you, 
which have powerful Mercuries in them; for this Reason it is, That they 
which handled it this way, augmented rather its Vegetable Form, than made it 
solutive: Some used Flowers United for acuition, which 1 the Principal Way, 
and of our Intention, which is found the Alphabetum apertoriale: Some not 
knowing the true way of acuating this B, spent much time in preparing divers 
Waters, before they could put any Body into B, as happened to us in the 
beginning, seeking that Practice, which is now manifested to you by the 
Practice of our Summetta, which though it hath succeeded well, yet with very 
great Labor. The Mystery of this dissolutive part is difficult, and tedious, and 
therefore I will undertake the Repetition of it; for having made B acute by 
this Method, which we now manifest concerning the solution of Bodies, to be 
perfected without trouble in a little time, you will be certain. But I confess, 
when I was with you at that time, wherein we made the first beginning of 
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dissolving, we did not understand Raymund Lully in this dissolutive part; but 
having read him over again returning to our Studies, Practicing, Praying, and 
Fasting, a perfect illumination of Mind came to us: this way therefore will I 
manifest under the Seal of Silence, pag. 231. Vol. 6. Theatrum Chemicum. 

Parisinus doth by these Words make us more assured, that the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine hath no power of dissolving any but Oily things, because 
it is Oil it self; but in order to dissolve dry things also, it is necessary for it to 
be acuated, that is, so tempered, as to be made homogeneous also to dry 
things, and so dissolves them, which to be a Work difficult and tedious, his 
own Experience proveth: out of many acuators therefore of the Adepts, he 
chooseth Honey before the rest, whose principle acuating faculty, he calls the 
great Mystery and Treasure of the Art. For according to Lully, the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine in Honey hath two free Operations, that is, this Unctuous 
Spirit is easily United to the Unctuosity of Honey, and by the same means 
also easily United to the Unctuosity of Honey, and by the same means also 
easily tempered with the aridity of Honey. In a Word, there are other indeed, 
yea all the following Menstruums stronger than this, but none more easy to 
be prepared, and better for a young Beginner. Lully made the same 
Menstruum after this manner. 


11. The Spirit of Honey of Lully. 
Cap.19. Lib.Mercur. 


Take of Aqua Vitae, and put into this Vegetable Humidity a third part 
of a Honey-Comb, with all its Substance, Wax, and Honey together, ferment, 
or digest it in a gentle heat for three Hours, and the longer it stands, the better 
it is: then let it be Distilled in Balneo, and repeat the Distillation and 
Fermentation nine times, renewing the Comb every second Distillation. 

Parisinus it seems to me learnt not only the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine, but also the preparation itself of this Menstruum, from his Master 
Lully, though the preparation be corrected a little: Parisinus digests one 
Pound of Honey inspissated with three or four Pounds of the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, for a Day in Balneo, then Distilling three times mixeth 
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them together. The Work he repeats three times, so as at these times to have 
joined four of Honey together with so many Pounds of Spirit, and Circulates 
both each time. Lully digests the Honey-Comb three Hours with three parts 
of Spirit, and in two Distillations joins both together: He repeats the Work 
four times, so as in eight Distillations to have United four parts of Honey 
with three of Spirit; the Menstruum now joined together, he Distills once 
more, that is nine times or cohobations, he makes his Spirit of Honey. 
Parisinus made choice of three Ingredients for his Medicine: The Most High 
Creator created three Mines; among Minerals, one, and that is of Sol and 
Luna: among Vegetables, the Wine: among Animals, the Bee, pag.22. Elucid. 
Lully of these three thus, cap. 46. lib. Mercurior. Amongst all Minerals, 
Vegetables, and Animals, fixed Gold is chosen for the making of Medicines; 
and above all the Virtues among Vegetables and Animals, are the Virtues of 
the Juice, or Broth of Lunaria, and the Fly of Besena, which makes Honey. 

Parisinus in his Alphabetum apertoriale hath indeed the same way of 
acuating the Spirit of Wine; but he in the same place super-adding the Salt of 
Honey, extracted out of the Caput Mortuum calcined to the Menstruum, this 
acuition is referred not to this, but to another Kind. 

But the Honey seems to have this special Privilege, as if Menstruums of 
this third Kind, could be made of it alone; yet you must know that all Oily 
Salts, (as are Sugar Crystalized, Manna Crystalized, crude Tartar of common 
Wine, etc.) do on one side prove their affinity with Oily things, but on the 
other side with dry, and so do by their Oleosity, introduce their own aridity 
into the Oily Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but by their aridity temper the 
Oleosity of that Spirit. Wherefore the same things are to be understood of 
Sugar and Manna, as have been spoken of Honey; one Example or two we 
will add of crude Tartar, being dryer then the thing aforesaid. 
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12. The Spirit of Crude Tartar of Guido. 
Pag. 51. Thesaur.” 


Take of crude Tartar two Pounds, of Spirit of Wine three Pounds, 
Distill and Cohobate ten times upon its own Caput Mortuum. 
Paracelsus prepared this Spirit of Tartar after this manner: 


13. The Spirit of Crude Tartar of Paracelsus. 
Lib. 8. Paragraph, pag. 505. 


Take crude Tartar, beat and digest it seven or eight times in the Alcool 
of Wine, and Distill it into a Liquor, in which is no Alkali. 


Out of the Receipts we observe the things following: 


1. That the Spirit of Philosophical Wine hath in dry things no dissolving 
faculty without acuition. 

2. That this acuition is the Mystery of the Art, being difficult and tedious. 
3. That it is best made with crude Honey, white Sugar-candy, and Mannas 
purified. 

4. That such Menstruums as these are somewhat hard to be made with crude 
Tartar. 

5. That Lully by Aqua Vitae, Parisinus by the Celestial and Ardent Spirit, 
Guido by Spirit of Wine, and Paracelsus by the Alcool of Wine, meant not 
common Aqua ardens, which if a Man try an experiment with the Spirit of 
common Wine, he will by his own Experience find the Truth of the Matter 
confirmed. 

6. That Menstruums of this Kind are the Magistry of Honey, Manna, Sugar, 
crude Tartar, mixed with Spirit of Philosophical Wine, they are made 
extempore, thus: Take of the Essence of Philosophical Wine, and the 
Magistry of Honey or Sugar, equal parts each, mix. 

7. That these Menstruums are Medicaments. 
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8. That not only Ше Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but also the Menstruums 
themselves have been Circulated, by reason of which Circulation the 
Menstruums are called Circulatums; and though it be not always expressly 
declared in Receipts, that they should be Circulated, yet it ought to be 
understood in all: for this Circulation is the Purification and Melioration of 
the Menstruum. By F., saith Parisinus, in Alphabeto Summetta, pag.9. mei 
ms. We mean Aqua Vitae Circulated thirty Days at least, in which Operation 
it is Purified from its Terrestriety, so as to raise it self to the Celestial Virtue 
of a Quintessence, which is called our Heaven, Influencing upon the 
Elements such effects, as you may deservedly call miraculous: We therefore 
Name it Quintessence and Aqua Vitae, because it vivifies Bodies. Without 
this F. no alteration can be made in Bodies, which caution may serve you for 
a general Rule. It is otherwise called Vegetable Water, whereof we have 
more than often made mention in several places of our Summetta, which we 
sent you, affirming the difference between F and D to be greater, than 
between a clear Day and a dark Night, as will appear in the Operation of it in 
particulars as well as generals, which Virtue proceeds notwithstanding from 
our Circulation. 
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The Fourth KIND. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and 
Volatile Salts, such as common Sal Armoniack, Salt of Blood, Urine, Soot, 
etc. 


14. The Spirit of Sal Armoniack of Trismosinus. 
In Tract. Aquil. nig. pag. 13. Aur Veller. Germ. 


Take of Sal Armoniack one pound, of common Salt melted one pound 
and a half, being very well pulverized and mixed, sublime them; the Matter 
sublimed sublime again with new Salt, and that to be repeated so oft, till the 
Sal Armoniack be made like an impalpable Spirit, (Powder) then imbibe with 
the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine, and the Vessel being very close, set it in 
Balneo to be dissolved; being dissolved decant, and putrefy with new Spirit 
of Wine added the space of eight Days in Balneo, then Distill gently one half 
in Balneo, and being Distilled pour it again to the remainder, and Distill 
again, but with a stronger Fire, that all may ascend through the Alembic: 
Being Distilled, rectify it so often, till 1t be without Feces. 


Annotations. 


Hitherto of things Oily acuating the Spirit of Philosophical Wine: now follow 
those things which are less Oily, Volatile Salts, which though they seem not 
to be Oily, yet that are so is easily demonstrated by the following 
preparations of Salts Harmonious, whose Earths, otherwise most fixed and 
flowing like Wax, are by the Unctuosity alone of the Menstruums made 
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Volatile, but this will not be our inquiry: It sufficeth us to use crude and 
common Sal Armoniack, Salt of Urine, Blood, etc. for the acuition of the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, which Salts do by their aridity alter the 
Unctuosity of this Spirit, more than the aforesaid Oily Matters, and 
consequently make the Vegetable Menstruums stronger. The same Receipt 
hath Trismosinus Libro novem Tincturarum in Tinctura Quarta, pag. 59. as 
also in Tinctura Pitrumonsonis Philosophi Angli, pag. 90. of the aforesaid 
Book. Trismosinus sublimes crude Sal Armoniack several times upon Salt 
fused, to be acuated by the acidity of this Salt, and then the better dissolved 
by the Spirit of Philosophical Wine. Geber de investigat. Magist, pag. 284. 
Sublimes Sal Armoniack with an equal proportion of Salt. Aristotle the 
Chymist perfected this sublimation after this manner, pag. 74. Volum. 3. 
Theatrum Chymicum. Take of Sal Armoniack one pound, of Spuma Maris 
six ounces, of Sal Gemme, of common Salt and Alum, of each two Ounces, 
grind them all together, and Sift through a thick Hair Sieve, then put the 
Matter into an Aludel, and sublime, and the Sublimation repeat. 

The Sal Armoniack being thus sublimed, is impregnated with the Spirit 
of Wine, (not common, for then would the process not succeed, but 
Philosophical Wine) and then dissolved per deliquium: For the Unctuosity of 
this Spirit cannot dissolve the substance of Sal Armoniack, being 
heterogeneous to it, but successively, and by slow degrees. Whereof this 
dissolution will better succeed according to the Method of Lully. Dissolve, 
saith he, Sal Armoniack in the Phlegm of Vinum of Lotium, (Philosophical 
Wine made of Urine) pass it through a filter, and remove the Water by 
Balneo, and the Salt will remain coagulated and white; dissolve again with 
the Phlegm, and Distill it away by Balneo. Then take such a quantity of Aqua 
Vitae (Spirit of Philosophical Wine) as you have of Phlegm, and pour them 
together upon the same Salt, and the Vessel being covered with its 
Antenotorium (Blind Alembic) set it in Balneo twenty four Hours; the 
Antenotorium being taken away, and an Alembic put on, Distill by Balneo 
with a most gentle Fire, when the Salt is coagulated, congeal it again, repeat 
the same Magistry, dissolving by turns after this manner, and congealing 
three times and so have you reduced the said Salt into a Vegetable Virtue 


(40) 


Бу Ше help of Ше Vegetative Spirit, by which you dissolved and congealed it. 
Lully in Exp. 16. Sal Armoniack 15 easily dissolved in the Phlegm of 
Philosophical Wine, and so 15 by this means sooner joined with the Unctuous 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, than if it were immediately cast into this Spirit. 
That Trismosinus knew also this Method, and sometimes made use of it, 
appears by the following Menstruum. 


15. Another Water of Sal Armoniack of Trismosinus. 
In Tinctura Gereton, pag. 98. Aur. Vel. German. 


Take of Sal Armoniack Crude two Pounds, let it be dissolved in Wine 
(Philosophical) Crystalize it, let the Crystals be dissolved per deliquium; the 
solution divided into two parts, one of which distill into the other with a Fire 
sufficiently strong, rectify the parts being joined together into a strong Water 
of Sal Armoniack. The Sal Armoniack therefore being dissolved either in the 
Phlegm of Philosophical Wine, (that is, Aqua ardens not rectified) or 
Philosophical Wine it self, or with the addition of new Spirit of Wine, 
Distilled into a Water of Sal Armoniack. 

This Kind of Menstruums is made not of Sal Armoniack only, but also 
of the rest of the Volatile Salts, thus: 


16. The Gelative Sulphur of Lully. 
In Exp. 8. 


Take of the aforesaid animated Spirit (of Urine) one part, and of Aqua 
Vitae perfectly rectified four parts, which pour upon the animated Spirit and 
forthwith stop the Vessel, that it may not respire, which Vessel must be a 
large Bottle, which shake and move with your Hands, so in the twinkling of 
an Eye or Moment, you will see all the Water converted into Salt; but if any 
part of the Phlegm be in the (Philosophical) Aqua Vitae, it will be 
immediately separated from the Salt in the Form of Water; the Aqua Vitae 
therefore ought to be very well purged from all Phlegm, that, when the work 
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is done, no Matter may remain with Ше Salt, but be wholly converted, which 
will be better and more useful, and by this means you will have the Animal 
and Vegetable Salt, which we will call Coagulative and Gelative Sulphur, 
because it hath the property and virtue of dissolving the two Luminaries, and 
reducing them from power to act, their Vegetative and Germinative Form 
being preserved. Lully sometimes sublimed this Offa or Pap of Urine, in the 
Ninth Experiment following, thus: 

There is, saith he, besides, another way of Copulating the aforesaid 
Animal Spirit with the Vegetable Spirit, namely, thus: Take of the Animated 
Spirit, rectified as above, what quantity you will, and pour it upon three parts 
of our (Philosophical) Aqua Vitae perfectly rectified, which Copulation ought 
to be made in a Body large and high, to which an alembic may be suddenly 
fitted: the said Copulation therefore being made, you must have presently 
ready some Cotton-Wool dipped in Oil, and very well squeezed, wherewith 
the Mouth of the Distilling Vessel must be forthwith stopped, and it must be 
let in within the Neck downward, a hands breadth, fastened with a strong 
Flannel thread, that upon occasion you may draw out the said Cotton-W ool, 
then put to it an Alembic with a Receiver, very close stopped, and set it in a 
Furnace of Ashes, giving it at first a gentle ; but then by degrees increasing 
the Fire, till it be sublimed: which sublimation you must keep in a Vessel 
firmly stopped, because with this Salt and other Means you will be able to do 
Wonders. 

Parisinus in his Apertorium, pag.15. M.S.S. mei, doth by this Salt of 
Urine, acuate his C. or Spirit of Philosophical Wine, which being acuated, he 
then Circulates by the way used, and before described in the Circulation of 
his Coelum melleum. Lully hath also sometimes used the Volatile Salt of 
Blood, for the making of these Menstruums, as in his twelfth experiment. 
Take Blood ground (Blood drawn from sound and cholerick Men, dried on a 
clean Table, that the Phlegm may be separated from it, and then pulverized, 
Exp. 11.) put it in a Glass Body with a long Neck, and having fitted an 
Alembic to it with a Receiver, Distill first with a gentle Fire, till the moisture 
exhale, then increase the Fire till the Salt be sublimed, which will be very 
white, gather it warily; and keep it; for it is of very great Virtue 
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and Efficacy. You have, my dearest Son, all the Medicines (Salts) which have 
properties with the two Luminaries, as also with the other imperfect Metals, 
without which this Art of Transmutation cannot obtain its desired end. 


The Things which I observe from the Receipts are: 


1. That by Wine, Spirit of Wine, and Aqua Vitae common, is not meant Aqua 
Ardens, with which it is impossible to reduce or distill common Sal 
Armoniack into a liquid substance, and though it might, yet that Menstruum 
would be Common, not Philosophical, being made without the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine. 

2. That these Menstruums are made of all Volatile Salts. 

3. That the Menstruums of this Kind are the Magisteries of Volatile Salts. 
Mix the Essence of Philosophical Wine with the Magistry of any Volatile 
Salt, and you will in a moment make a Menstruum of this Fourth Kind. 

4. That these Menstruums may be also made by Parisinus his way of Coelum 
melleum, namely by Circulation, and therefore called Circulatums, common 
Sal Armoniack Circulated, Salt of Urine, Blood, Harts-hom, etc. Circulated, 
or the Water of Sal Armoniack Circulated, the Water of the Salt of Blood 
Circulated, etc. 

5. That it is very uncertain what Philosophical Menstruum Trismosinus meant 
by Spirit of Wine: For divers Menstruums have been by the Adepts signified 
by the same Name of Spirit of Wine; for the most part they meant the simple 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, sometimes the same acuated after a different 
manner, that is, the simple Vegetable Menstruum. So Basil in his Book of 
Conclusions, prepares the Oils of Metals with Spirit of Wine; by which he 
declares himself to meant not the simple Spirit, but a simple Vegetable 
Menstruum, in the preparation of the Oil of Mercury, he commanding this 
open Metal to be by the Spirit of Wine, rectified first with Salt of Tartar, 
(which Menstruum we shall have in the following Kinds) reduced into an Oil; 
which the rest of the Metals being more compact, do more require: 
Sometimes also they did by the Spirit of Wine intend Vegetable Menstruums 
compounded; so Lully, among the other Names of Circulatum majus, reckons 
up also Aqua Vitae. This Menstruum, saith he, the Wise Men called by 
almost innumerable Names, the Acetum accerrimum, which 
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converts Gold into a Spirit; this is Aqua Sicca, Aqua Solis, Aqua Vitae, in 
Exp. 25. Yea, Mineral Menstruums also the Adepts more than often call by 
the Name of Aqua Vitae. So Albertus in suo Composito de Compositis, pag. 
939. Volum 4. Theatrum Chemicum. Distills a Mercurial Mineral Water; of 
which thus: Behold, this is the Aqua Vitae, the Acetum Philosophorum, and 
Lac Virginis, by which Bodies are resolved into the first Matter. 

Though therefore it be uncertain to Divine what Spirit of Wine out of 
such a vast number of Menstruums Trismosinus intended; yet shall we not 
much err from the Truth, if we take any Menstruum whatsoever, either 
Simple or Compounded, Vegetable or Mineral, instead of this Spirit; for we 
may with all promiscuously perfect the same Philosophical Work, differing 
only in degrees, as being stronger or weaker, which common Spirit of Wine 
makes altogether impossible, and fallacious: Yet notwithstanding Directions 
there are, which may in this ambiguity make us more certain; as, 

1. Any ambiguous, or unknown Name of any Menstruum, is easily known by 
its Synonima's, if there be any in the same Book, or other Writings of the 
same Adept, as for Example: If in the Description of the Balsamum Samech 
of Paracelsus, you know not what the Circulatum minus 15, the Synonima's 
(produced by Paracelsus himself, Lib.10. Arch. in the Description of the 
Circulatum majus, (where it is called Primum Ens Salis, and Arcanum Salis) 
denoting moreover the Nature, yea, and preparation of the Menstruum, 
delivered here perhaps less clearly (quatenus Menstruum) but elsewhere more 
plainly under the Title of Essence or Primum Ens) do put it out of all doubt, 
that it is the Arcanum of common Salt. But I said, Synonima's in the Writings 
of the same, not another Adept, because oftentimes others intended another 
thing by these Names, yea that Name which hath in one Book the same 
signification with the rest, hath commonly in another, though of the same 
Author, a signification different from them; and therefore that Synonymum 
must, if possible, be had out of the same Book, which must then be compared 
both with other Writings of the same Author, and also with the Writings of 
other Adepts, to confirm the meaning of the Author about the identity of the 
Synonymum, which was doubted of. 

2. But if there be по Synonima’'s in books of the same Author, it is not 
convenient for this unknown Name to be explicated by the Writings of other 
Adepts, because the Adepts themselves have sometimes also erred, in giving 
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an explication either better than was fitting, or altogether contrary, to an 
obscure Name and Place; yet is it not only lawful, but necessary also, to 
observe what they say, especially the Scholars or Followers of the same 
Author; for though they show not the Authors Meaning, yet do they their own 
as to that Matter. 

3. But if Synonima's cannot discover the Name, some expression used in the 
Receipt will perhaps explain it more easily, provided it be rightly examined 
by an industrious Observer of those Receipts; as, 

1. If it be not known, whether the Adept means a Mineral (Acid) ог 
Vegetable Menstruum, it must be enquired by the Particulars following: 

First, Whether that Menstruum dissolves Bodies with force or heat, for 
then it must be Mineral, this Sign betraying the acidity of Minerals Salts: 
because Vegetable Menstruums dissolve Bodies always sweetly, and slowly. 

Secondly, Whether the dissolution digested for a time be converted into 
a Black Color, or Black Powder swimming upon the Menstruum, for that 
signifies a Vegetable Menstruum, because the dissolutions of Mineral 
Menstruums do contain Bodies twice dissolved, once with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, wherewith they become Black, then with the corrosive 
or acid Spirits of Salts: Therefore the Black Powder and Color are signs of a 
Vegetable dissolution, whereto is added a Milky Opacity, common indeed to 
both Menstruums, for all weak or weakened Menstruums, containing as it 
were their aridity less dissolved and precipitated, as also Vegetable 
dissolutions longer digested after blackness, do become Opaque and Milky, 
and so continue, till they are made diaphanous and most clear, by drawing the 
Phlegm, the acid part, or the Spirit of Philosophical Wine being better 
concentrated: yet these three Signs we never observe in the use of Mineral 
Menstruums. 

Thirdly, Whether the Adepts admonish the Operator to beware of air or 
fume in Operation, or Poison in the use of the thing already prepared; for that 
is a Sign that his Menstruum is, or was Mineral, because Poisons derive 
themselves Originally from acidity, for Pearls and Corals, yea Gold and all 
other Arids, though otherwise most Innocent, do, by being prepared with a 
Mineral Menstruum, become the worst of Poisons. 

Lastly, If you see mineral Bodies distinguished into two Oils, 
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swimming distinctly and severally upon the Menstruum, say, that also was 
Mineral Menstruum, because this cannot be done by any Vegetable 
Menstruum, though never so strong. 

2. If it be not known, whether either a simple or compounded 
Vegetable Menstruum is to be taken, we observe the things following as to 
the use of them. 

First, If in the dissolution of a Metallic or Mineral Body, a White Body 
or some residue be left, then may you know it to be a simple Vegetable 
Menstruum, because it extracts only the Tinctures or Essences of things, 
dissolving the Oleosity, but not the Aridity of things. On the contrary 
Vegetable Menstruums compounded, as also Mineral Menstruums, which are 
stronger than the Simple, do dissolve the whole Body, not leaving any Feces. 

Secondly, If the whole Body of a thing dissolved be turned into Oil, 
swimming upon the Menstruum, that was a Vegetable Menstruum 
compounded, that only is able to do this: The simple Vegetable Menstruums 
are not strong enough, but Mineral Menstruums are too strong; those 
therefore dissolve not the whole Body, but these dissolve not only the whole 
Body, but reduce it, being dissolved into Oil, not one only, but twofold: So 
the Temperatum of Paracelsus, (a Menstruum otherwise sufficiently 
unknown) 15 by use known, to be the Circulatum majus, or a Vegetable 
Menstruum compounded, because it reduceth Metals by it into a swimming 
Oil, or Magistry. 

Thirdly, If in the dissolution or digestion of the thing dissolved, you see 
it made Black, or cast forth a Black Powder, say it was a simple Vegetable 
Menstruum, because Vegetable Menstruums compounded, and Mineral, as 
being stronger, do better retain their Body dissolved in them. 

3. But the doubt, whether the simple Vegetable Menstruum, or Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine 15 to be taken, length of time alone resolveth; for the 
sooner Essences are made in the Mineral Kingdom, the stronger are the 
Menstruums; and on the contrary: But in the Animal and Vegetable Kingdom 
it is difficult, if not altogether impossible, to discern by the length of time 
alone the dissolutions of the Bodies as being more opened; of which sort are 
Oils, Salts, as also the open Metal Mercury, especially sublimed, being more 
amply opened by the acidity of Salts. 
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The Fifth KIND. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and the 

fixed Salts of Vegetables and Minerals 

not Tinging. 


17. The Coelum Vegetable of Lully, made of the 
Salt of Tartar. 


In the 34th Experiment. 
(Manget Vol.I. p. 846a) 


Take the best Aqua Vitae, rectified so as to burn a Linen Cloth, as you 
have seen, operating with me, and therefore no need of amplifying to you the 
Magistry of this Water: Take therefore of Aqua Vitae four Pounds, and put it 
in а glass Urinal (Cucurbit) which is very sound; then take of the Vegetable 
Salt sublimed of the second Experiment (Volatile Salt of Tartar) one Pound, 
grind very well, and put it in the Aqua Vitae, lute the Vessel with its 
Antenotorium (Blind Alembic) firmly, with Wax Gummed, that nothing may 
respire, then putrefy two Natural Days; after that take away the 
Antenotorium, and put an Alembic with its Receiver, the Joints being very 
close, and distill upon hot Ashes. Take notice, that the Receiver must be very 
large and sound, that it may not be broken by the force of the Aqua Vitae, 
and thus continue your distillation with a slow Fire, till all be distilled 
through the Alembic: But is any part of the Salt remain in the bottom of the 
Vessel, pour it again upon the Water now lately distilled, and distill as before, 
making the 
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Joints as close as may be; the distillation repeat in this order, till all Ше Salt 
be passed through the Alembic in the form of clear Water. Then put the 
aforesaid Salt one other Pound into an Urinal, and pour the same distilled 
Water to it; cover the Vessel with its Antenotorium, as before, putrefy as 
before, then distill as before; and when all the Salt is passed over with the 
Water, take again as before of new Vegetable Salt one Pound, and pass it all 
through an Alembic again, as before, with the distilled Water; and by this 
means you will have those four Pounds of Aqua Vitae united with three 
Pounds of the Vegetable Salt, which hath the power of dissolving the two 
Luminaries (Gold and Silver) and all the other Metals, with the preservation 
of the Vegetable Form. But now we intend to reduce this simple Menstruum 
into a Celestial Form: Take therefore this simple Menstruum, and put it in a 
sound Glass Vessel (a Circulatory) four parts of which must be empty, but 
the fifth full: Stop the Vessel so as not to evaporate, and Circulate in Dung or 
Balneo sixty Natural Days; and by this Method will you have a clarified 
Menstruum, in which you will see a Sediment, wherefore empty the Celestial 
Water into another Vessel, and have a care that no Sediment pass over with 
the Water, which you must keep very close in Balneo. 


Annotations. 


As to the facility of preparation, the Coelum melleum of Parisinus is 
better than the rest of the Menstruums, but this of Lully hath preference 
among simple Vegetable Menstruums, for it is the Sapo Sapientum, 
compounded of fixed Alkalies, and the Unctuous Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine. Fixed Alkalies are not easily joined with the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine, but when they are thoroughly mixed together, they are easily sublimed 
into Sal Armoniack, Sulphurs of Nature, or Philosophers Mercuries, the chief 
Instruments of the more secret Chymy. 

Lully having prescribed several Acuators of the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine, speaks at length of acuating this Spirit with these Salts Philosophically 
Volatilized: Let, saith he, our Menstruum, which is the Quintessence of 
Wine, be depurated from all Phlegm, and acuated with the Philosophers 
Armoniack, 
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because it cannot otherwise dissolve Gold, nor Precious Stones: But let Ше 
Philosophers Sal Armoniack be well purified, that is, sublimated, and 
cleansed from all Terrestreity and uncleanness, according to the manner of 
the Philosophers; of which Philosophical Sal Armoniack we have indeed 
treated largely in our Book, De intentione Alchimistarum, Dedicated to the 
most Illustrious King Robert, in the Chapter De Salibus Armoniac, etc. and in 
Clausura Testamenti, otherwise called Vade mecum, in the Chapter which 
begins, Partus Verae Terrae. There you may read from first to last the 
Magistry of making and purifying, together with the Virtues and Energies of 
this Salt. And know, my son, that whatsoever we Write in that Chapter, we 
mean that Salt and nothing else. Read and Peruse that Chapter, because 
nothing can be done in the Magistry without that Salt, for that 15 the thing 
with which we acuate our Menstruum, to dissolve Gold, and Precious Stones, 
and Pearls, as well for humane Medicines, for a Metallic and Lapidisick 
Magistry, and to make Pearls and Precious Stones. 

In which Receipt of Lully, we have the Volatile Salt of Tartar given us 
freely, hitherto sought in vain, with very great pains and cost, of which the 
Theoretical Philosophers have in their Theories exhibited nothing but what is 
most obscure. I speak, saith Sendivogius, all things openly; the Extraction 
only of our Sal Armoniack, or Philosophical Mercury, I have not so openly 
revealed: Send. in Epilogo 12. Tract. pag.337. Now, out of his second 
Experiment alleged, we have the following Description of Sal Armoniack, or 
Volatile Salt of Tartar, thus: 


The Volatile Salt of Tartar of Lully. 
Out of the Second Experiment. 


Take Ше best Tartar, pulverized, and put it in an Earthen Vessel not 
glazed, to calcine the space of three Days, or till it be White: Which being 
done, dissolve it in the Aqua Vitae, first distilled (in the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, not yet rectified) thus; namely, put this individual, being 
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calcined and White, into an Urinal, and pour in Ше Aqua Vitae so, as to be 
seven Fingers above it, and cover the Vessel with its Antenotorium (Blind 
Alembic) and set it on a Fumace of Ashes to simper two Hours, then pour 
that which is dissolved into another Vessel carefully, but that which remains 
undissolved, dry: then again pour in new Aqua Vitae, and again boil it upon 
Ashes: empty the dissolution again, as before, and keep it with the other 
former dissolution: the matter remaining in the Vessel, dry again, and take it 
out of the Vessel, because it must be again calcined, to be the more easily 
dissolved; which being calcined, dissolve again with new Aqua Vitae, and 
boil it upon Ashes: this dissolution keep with the other, as above, and repeat 
this Magistry so oft, till all this individual be calcined, and dissolved: then put 
all the dissolutions in an Urinal, fitting an Alembic with a Receiver to it, and 
closing the Joints very fast, distill by Balneo, till the matter be congealed, or 
till no more will distill by that degree of heat, then remove the Receiver, and 
stop it to prevent respiring, and then set the Urinal upon Ashes; and if any 
corruptible part (Phlegm and unprofitable Earth) remain with the matter, let it 
be burnt, and the Vessel having remained two or three Hours, in a Fire 
somewhat remiss, and not anything more distilling through the beak of the 
Alembic, let the Vessel cool, and then pour the same Water (Aqua Vitae, or 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine) which you kept before stopped in the Receiver, 
upon the matter again: This matter therefore being dissolved, distill the Water 
again in Balneo, as before, which having taken away, the Receiver you must 
keep well stopped from respiring: then set the Urinal in Ashes, апа dry the 
matter; being dried, dissolve it again with the Water which you kept in the 
Receiver; and if you see the dissolution is not clear and diaphanous, you must 
transmit it so often through a Filter or Linen Cloth, and so oft dissolve and 
congeal it by turns, as before, till it be free from all Terrestreity, and appear 
clear and splendid: then may you be assured, that the impure and corruptible 
part is separated, and you will see the whole matter transmuted into an Oil. 
But now, most dear Son, you must proceed to the composition of our 
Mercury, and Sal Armoniack; the Powers and Virtues whereof are so many 
and so great, as scarce to be comprehended within the expression of Man. 
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The way of which operation is thus: You must know the weight of Ше Salt or 
Oil, which you beheld in the bottom of the Vessel depurated, and pour to it so 
much of our Spirit (that is Aqua Vitae rectified so as to burn a Cloth steeped 
in it) as will be four Fingers above it, or let there be six parts more of the 
weight of the Aqua Vitae, than is the Salt or Oil: the whole being mixed 
together, put into an Urinal with a Cover or Antenotorium well luted, that it 
respire not: putrefy in Balneo the space of two Natural Days, then take off the 
Antenotorium, and put on an Alembic, with a Receiver, close the Joints well, 
and distill in a Furnace of Ashes with a slow Fire: which distillation must be 
continued till the Beak or Head discover no Veins, but suddenly after the 
Veins disappear, lay aside the Receiver with the distilled Water (Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine) and stop it close, for now comes the animated Spirit 
(Spirit of Wine impregnated with the Essence of Tartar) which hath the 
power of vivifying its Body (or Caput Mortuum) then continue the same 
distillation, in the end augmenting the Fire, that if any part of Phlegm remain, 
it may exhale and be removed by that degree of heat: Lastly, the Vessel being 
cold, take out the matter and grind it: know the weight of the matter, and pour 
to it four parts of Aqua Vitae more than is the Earth (Caput mortuum) and 
covering the Vessel close with its Antenotorium, putrefy as before, then 
putting an Alembic to it with a Receiver, well luted, distill as before, in a 
Furnace of Ashes: the Soul being with its Spirit gone over, with the same 
Signs of Veins, as before, appearing, repeat the same Magistry three times: 
For then will you have the Spirit perfectly animated, and the Body 
exanimated and calcined: This Spirit with the Soul (of Tartar) is indeed 
capable of disposing every Physical operation, but in this place we will use it 
for the vivifying of the calcined Earth: Take therefore the aforesaid Earth out 
of its Vessel, and grind it, then put a little of it upon a red hot plate, which if 
it melt like Wax without fume, it is a sign of perfect exanimation; if this sign 
appear not, this Magistry must be reiterated, till you have obtained that sign. 
Then know the weight of the Earth, upon which pour a fourth part of the 
animated Spirit, and the Vessel being covered close with its Antenotorium, 
set it in Balneo two or three days to be congealed, or till it be congealed; 
which done, remove the Antenotorium, putting on a head, and distill in a 
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Furnace of Ashes without a receiver, that if there be any part of Phlegm, it 
may be from thence removed, for that which comes out from this distillation 
will be insipid, of no savor or esteem in the Form of Rain Water: Then again 
pour on a fourth part of the animated Spirit, as before; and congeal in Balneo, 
as before, then distill the Phlegmatic moisture by Ashes, as before, and thus 
repeat the aforesaid Magistry, till the Earth hath drunk up and attracted to it 
all its animated Spirit, and attained to such a sign, that if you put a small 
quantity of it upon a Fire-hot Plate, the major part will fume away, which will 
be a sign that the matter is disposed for the subliming of our most precious 
Mercury, which hath the power of dissolving any Metal whatsoever with the 
preservation of its Vegetive and Germinative form. Take therefore the 
aforesaid pregnant Earth, and put it into a Bolt-head (Sublimatory) with a 
long Neck, which you must lute very well with Lutum Sapiente, and the 
luting being dried, set it with the matter into a distilling Furnace, 
administering in the beginning a gentle Fire, till the Bolt-head grow hot, 
whose mouth must be stopped with Cotton-wool, and continue that gentle 
heat the space of six hours, then augment the Fire somewhat six hours more; 
but if it begins not by that degree of Fire to sublime, increase the Fire 
gradually to a more violent degree, till it begin to sublime, which Fire 
continue the space of twenty four Hours, at the expiration of which time, the 
Vessel being cold, take from thence our Sulphur sublimed (the Vegetable 
Sulphur of Nature) our Mercury (Vegetable) our Heaven (dry) our Sal 
Armoniack (Vegetable) our Stone not yet fermented, and called by many 
more other Names, whose faculty is to acuate its Spirit (of Philosophical 
Wine) as shall be made appear by the Experiments hereafter following: 

This Volatilization of the Salt of Tartar is sufficiently tedious, yet easy 
and clear, according to the tenor of the Receipt. In the following kind of 
Menstruums, we shall have divers examples of making such Sal 
Harmoniacks, wherefore we will thither reserve those things which are to be 
admonished about this way of making the Volatile Salt of Tartar. Lully 
mixeth three pounds of this Volatile Salt with four of the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine successively by various distillations, and reduceth the 
mixture by circulating sixty Days into the Vegetable Heaven. But here we 
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are to be advised, Ша! Ше Sal Armoniack of Tartar in its own dry Form is a 
Vegetable Menstruum; and so according to the prescribed method of the 
Receipt, it is not always necessary to reduce that into a liquid substance; for 
that and the Menstruum made from thence are therein different; because in 
the making of Heaven, the Unctuosity of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine 
being super added, and now prevalent, hath absorbed and dissolved the 
aridity of the Sal Armoniack; but this being this way too much diluted in a 
greater quantity of that Oleosum, loseth much of its strength, and becomes 
less fit for the dissolutions of dry Bodies: But now if the volatile Salt of 
Tartar be a Menstruum in a dry form, some have unadvisedly said it serves 
instead of a Philosophical Menstruum, which notwithstanding is rightly and 
very well said, if a corrosive Menstruum, which we call Mineral, be 
understood, whose place the volatile Salt of Tartar, or Vegetable Menstruum, 
may upon several occasions supply. 

Now as this Sal Armoniack reduced into a liquid substance by the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, makes our Vegetable Heaven; so being 
dissolved with the Spirit of common Wine it makes the Spirit of Wine of 
Basilius dissolved with Vinegar, our Vinegar dissolved with Aqua fortis, the 
Philosophers Aqua Regis; and so of many others. At present the aforesaid 
Spirit of Basilius hath its place. 


18. The Spirit of Wine of Basilius. 
In Fine Libri Revelat. 


Take generous white-Wine (common) and distill after the usual 
manner, to make a strong Aqua Vitae thereof in a Copper, which rectify in a 
Phial, and separate the Phlegm: this Aqua Vitae is thus proved: If it burn all 
away, and leave no Aquosity behind it, being kindled in a Glazed Vessel; but 
if any remain, distill yet once or twice, the Joints being very close, that the 
Volatile Spirit of the Wine may not exhale: The Aqua Vitae being thus 
distilled, and exactly rectified (but have a care that in the time of distilling 
you put not a Candle to it, lest it hurt you) join three Ounces of Tartar 
perfectly sublimed with a quantity of this Aqua Vitae in another Phial, so as 
that the Phial be half 
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full, put an Alembic to it with a Receiver large enough, and distill in Balneo 
Maria most gently, because of the Volatile Spirits, a little of the Aqua Vitae 
being left in the bottom, and as you distill, cool the Alembic with wet Cloths: 
thus is the Spirit sooner resolved, and passeth into the Receiver. 

This is that Spirit of Wine which Basilius used in several places, 
especially in his Conclusions, where by the Spirit of Wine he reduceth as 
well Metallic as Mineral Bodies into Oil: Whosoever hath imagined to 
himself another Spirit instead thereof, must have a care lest he prove the truth 
of this saying to his own detriment: There is yet indeed another description of 
that Spirit of Wine in Appendices Elucidationis; which notwithstanding 
differs not from the former, except that in the former description it was read 
the Volatile Salt of Tartar; but here it is read Sal Armoniack, perfectly 
sublimated; but that they are Synonyma's, is even now manifest by the 
Receipt of Lully: For whatsoever Salt, either fixed or volatile, is joined with 
the Spirit of Philosophical Wine and sublimed, is called our Volatile Salt, our 
Sulphur of Nature, and our sublimed Mercury, which may be used 
promiscuously as Salt Philosophically sublimed; for both those Salts (of 
Tartar and Sal Armoniack) were by Basilius made perhaps out of one and the 
same matter: But this his Menstruum is not so strong, as the Coelum 
Vegetabile of Lully; though prepared out of the same Salt of Tartar just as 
that: For Basilius diminisheth the virtue of this Salt, by adding the Spint of 
common Wine: Lully accomplisheth the same work, but with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine: yet Basilius sometimes also made his Menstruum 
stronger than the Coelum Vegetable of Lully, by separating the Spirit of 
common Wine from the Philosophical Sal Armoniack, which indeed he 
performed two ways: First, by kindling the Menstruum in a Copper Vessel 
designed for this use, to burn away the Spirit of common Wine, but leave the 
Vegetable Sal Armoniack by it self, reduced into a liquid substance. The way 
is this. 
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19. The Fiery Spirit of Wine of Basilius. 
In the Place as above. 


Take the antecedent Spirit of Wine, being fit for this preparation of the 
Fiery Spirit, make an Instrument of Copper, which may be taken up in the 
middle, below and above the Holes, as also above the middle of the Vessel, 
put on an Alembic with a Pipe, let them be all of Copper, except the 
Receiver, which must be of Glass, which put in a wooden Vessel into Water, 
and cover it above with wet Cloths, in the wooden Vessel let there be a 
passage, by which the Water, when hot, may flow out, and cold be poured on: 
all things being thus prepared, the Spirit of Wine prepared is put in through 
the lower Holes, so as to touch the Holes, then is it kindled, and the Mercury 
is driven upwards through the middle Holes and resolved by the coldness of 
the Water, and passeth out of the Alembic into the Receiver: Thus 15 the true 
Spirit of Wine prepared, but in the work never cease from refrigerating, and 
pour on new Aqua Vitae, lest it burn too low. In the Addition or Appendix of 
manual operations, Basilius describes this Spirit thus: Take Wine burned 
(rather Wine to be burned, made of the Sal Armoniack of Tartar, and Spirit of 
Common Wine) which put in a strong Vessel that can endure the flame of 
Fire, and kindle it with a Match of Sulphur, and forthwith apply an Alembic 
of Iron or Copper, with a large Receiver, and the true fiery Spirit of Wine is 
resolved and distilled into a Liquor: this is the true airy and fiery Spirit of 
Wine. 

Secondly, He impregnates Calx Vive, or Quick Lime, with the 
Menstruum described in Numb. 18. from which he distills a Menstruum yet 
stronger, called Spirit of Calx Vive. Calx Vive, saith he, is strengthened and 
made more fiery by the pure and not sophisticated Spint of Wine (made of 
Sal Armoniack and Spirit of Common Wine very often cohobated, to which 
Calx add the Sal Alkali of Tartar, the dried Feces of the same Salt being also 
added, from which, being thoroughly mixed, distill the true Spiritus 
Gehenneus, or Spirit of Hell, in which are great Mysteries hidden: the method 
of acquiring this Spirit I have told you, which observe, keep, and accept for a 
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farewell Gift. Basilius in Repet. Lapidis, in Cap. de Calc viva (Manget Vol II. 
p.422 & Herm. Mus. Vol I. p. 352). Mark, saith he, in the End of this Book, 
De Medicinus supernaturalibus. I told you of the Virtues and Qualities of 
Precious Stones, but there are also found many stones despicable and ignoble, 
yet of great Virtue, as Experience testifies; though the ignorant and unskillful 
will scarce give Credit to these sayings, and cannot conceive those things 
with their dull Brains, yet will I demonstrate it by an Example of Calx vive, 
which Calx is according to the judgement of the Vulgar, of little value, and 
contemptible in obscurity; yet nevertheless there is a powerful Virtue in it, 
which appears in the application of it against most grievous Diseases: but its 
triumphant and transcendent efficacy being in a manner unknown to most 
Men, for the sake thereof of those that inquire into Natural and Supernatural 
Mysteries, do I discover the secrets of this Book: as a farewell also will I 
reveal the Mystery of Calx vive, and declare first the way of distilling the 
Spirit of it, which work does indeed require an expert Artist, well informed 
before, in this preparation. 


20. The Spirit of Calx vive of Basilius. 
In Fine Lib. de Med. Supernatur. 


Take of Calx vive what quantity you will, grind and prepare it on a 
Marble into an impalpable Powder, whereto pour of the Spirit of Wine 
(Menstruum in Numb.18.) So much as the pulverized Calx is able to imbibe, 
no Spirit swimming upon the Calx. Then apply an Alembic, lute well, and put 
a Receiver to it, abstract the Spirit from it in a most gentle Balneo; this 
abstraction must be repeated eight or ten times: this Spirit strengthens much 
the Spirit of the Calx, which is thereby made more fiery. Take the remaining 
Calx, out of the Cucurbit, grind it very well, and add to it or the Salt of Tartar 
(Alkali) a tenth part, and as much as all of the Earth of the Salt of Tartar, or 
matter left in extracting the Salt of Tartar, and well dried, distill them all 
being well mixed out of a Retort well luted, three parts of which must be 
empty, in a Receiver large and firm: Take notice, that the Receiver, into 
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which Ше Beak of the Retort is put, must have а Pipe one Fingers breath, to 
which another Receiver is to be applied, in which must be a little quantity of 
Spirit of Wine (Menstruum in Numb.18.) then distill with a soft Fire, and the 
Phlegm will ascend into the first Receiver; the Phlegm being distilled, 
increase the Fire, and then will come a white Spirit, distilled from Vitriol 
(Philosophical) which will not descend into the Phlegm, but through the 
aforesaid Pipe into the other Receiver, there joining itself with the Spirit of 
Wine, even as Fire is easily joined with Fire. Take notice, if this Spirit of 
Calx be not rightly prepared or impregnated with the like Spirit of Wine, by 
the aforesaid cohobations, it is in distilling mixed with its Phlegm, 
extinguished, and loseth its Virtue; so difficult a thing it is to dive deeply into 
Nature, she reserving many things to her self: This Spirit being now mixed 
with the Spirit of Wine, take away the receiver, pour out the Phlegm, and 
keep the Spirits of the Calx and Wine wearily: Observe, both these Spirits are 
separated not without difficulty, for they embrace one another, and in 
distillation ascend together: Wherefore, if you kindle the Spirits being mixed 
and united in a Glass Vessel, the Spirit of Wine is bumed, but the Spirit of 
the Calx remains in the Glass, which keep diligently. This is a great 
Arcanum, few Spirits do exceed its efficacy, if you know the use of it, its 
qualities can scarce be described by way of Compendium. This Spirit 
dissolves Crabs Eyes, and the hardest Crystals: these three distilled together 
through an Alembic, and many times cohobated, make a Liquor, three drops 
of which taken in warm Wine, do break and dissolve the Gravel and Stone in 
Mans Body, this Liquor expels the very root or cause of that Disease without 
any pain to the Patient: This Spirit of Calx at the beginning is of a Sky Color, 
but being gently rectified appears white, transparent and clear, leaving some 
few Feces behind it: This Spirit dissolves the most fixed Jewels, and Precious 
Stones, and on the contrary fixeth all Volatile Spirits by its transcendent heat: 
This Spirit overcomes all Symptoms whatsoever of the Podagra, though 
never so knotty and Tartarus, all which it dissolves and radically expels. 

If Spirit of Wine, acuated with Vegetable Sal Harmoniack be kindled, 
the Spirit of common Wine is burned, but the Sal Harmoniack being 
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incombustible, ascends in Ше Form of a Liquor, and is called Ше Fiery Spirit 
of Wine of Basilius, but the same Spirit of Wine joined with the Sal 
Harmoniack being absorbed by the Calx vive, and then distilled into itself, 
and then kindled, the Spirit of common Wine, is indeed consumed by the 
Flame as before, but the Spirit of the Calx , or rather the Vegetable Sal 
Harmoniack ascends not as before, but remains in the bottom of the Glass 
because more digested, and made more fixed: But for the greatest elucidation 
of these Spirits, we thought good to add another Description of the Spirit of 
Сајх. 


21. The Simple Spirit of Calx vive of Basilius, 
In manualibus Operationibus. 


Take pure Calx vive, burn it in a Potters Furnace with a most strong 
Fire, to reduce it to an exact maturity, grind it very fine upon a Marble, and 
put it in a Cucurbit, pour to it Spirit of Wine made of Philosophical Tartar (as 
I shall teach in my method of making Aurum potabile) that the Calx may be 
made like thin Pap; this being done, distill from thence the Phlegm, till the 
Calx be dry, pour on new Spirit of Wine, and draw off: repeat it six times, 
then grind the matter very curiously, and put it ina Cellar to be dissolved per 
deliquium, and within a few days a Liquor will run from it, which being 
gathered and distilled by a Retort in Sand, first send forth a Phlegm to be kept 
by itself, after that a Spiritous Liquor, which also keep apart: Now take 
Crystals pulverized, mix them with the same weight of Vive or Mineral 
Sulphur, burn this matter, continually stirring it, till all the Sulphur be burned 
away, then reverberate in an open Fire the space of three Hours; this done, 
pour the aforesaid Liquor to this matter. Take also Crabs Eyes, to which also 
pour the same Liquor of quick Lime in another Glass, let them be digested 
fourteen Days in a heat strong enough, and from both will ascend an 
humidity upon the superficies, which decant finely into a little Glass, and 
rectify in Balneo, and a Liquor will remain in the bottom; three grains of 
which administered in Wine have produced very great and admirable effects. 
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This Medicine cures also radically Ше Stone of the Bladder and Kidneys, as 
well in Men as Women. 

This Spirit of Wine made of Philosophical Tartar, which Basilius 
promised to give in his method of making Aurum potabile, will confirm all 
the aforesaid Menstruums of Basilius; for these are made of Sal Harmoniack, 
or the Volatile Salt of Tartar being diverse ways prepared; but this Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine 15 acuated with the Salt of Tartar, not indeed the common 
Alkali; but that being reduced together with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine 
into a liquid substance: for we are to be admonished that it is not always 
necessary to make the Coelum or Heaven of Lully, and the rest of the 
Menstruums of this kind, with the Salt of Tartar, as being Philosophically 
Volatilized, but that sometimes also the same Menstruum may be made of the 
Salt of Tartar without the sublimation or reduction of it into the Vegetable 
Sulphur of Nature, by cohobating only the Spirit of Philosophical Wine upon 
Salt of Tartar, till it ascend by distillation in the Form of a Milky Liquor. It is 
thus done, 


22. The Tartarified Spirit of Wine of Basilius. 
In manual. Operation. 
(Last Will and Testament - V. pg.283) 

The first thing to be known is that the Philosophers Tartar, wherewith 
the Lock is opened, is not like common Tartar, as most Men imagine, but is 
another Salt, though springing from the same Fountain: This Salt 15 the only 
Key to open, and dissolve Metals, if prepared as followeth. Take the Ashes of 
a fruitful Wine, and draw a Lee or Lixivium as strong as may be out of them 
with hot Water, which evaporate by boiling it to a dryness, that the matter 
may remain reddish, which reverberate in a reverberating Furnace three days, 
or thereabouts, with an open Fire, till it become white: then dissolve it in 
Spring Water, suffer it to settle, decant the clear, filter to separate the Feces, 
being filtered, coagulate, and you will have the white Salt of Tartar, from 
which the true Spirit is distilled after this manner: Take Spirit of Wine 
rectified to the highest degree, and altogether void of Phlegm, (described in 
Numb. 19.) And pour it to the Salt of Tartar in a Phial with a long Neck, so as 
to be three Fingers above it, lute an Alembic to the Phial, fit a Receiver 
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to it, and digest with a gentle heat, then draw off Ше Phlegm most softly, and 
the Spirit of Tartar is opened by Virtue of the Spirit of Wine, and by reason 
of reciprocal and admirable love they both ascend together; the Feces 
remaining, if any be, as also the Phlegm must be cast away; thus will you 
have the true Spirit of Wine, wherewith Aurum potabile is made. 

This truly is a most Noble Menstruum, so as for its excellency to 
deserve a higher Place than this among the Simple Vegetable Menstruums; 
whereas it ought to have been more rightly transferred to the seventh Kind of 
Menstruums; but it very much at present Illustrating the Menstruums of 
Basilius, and so of greater utility here than there, we will not remove it from 
thence, yet will we add some examples more clear of such sort of 
Menstruums. Thus it is done, 


23. The Vegetable Acetum Accerrimum, or Ignis 
Adepti of Ripley, made of Tartar calcined. 
Pag. 331. Concord. Raym. & Guid. 


Take the Tartar of Wine, and calcine it to whiteness. Take of this 
calcined Tartar one Pound, and being pulverized, put it in a great Glass 
Cucurbit, and pour to it half a Cup, or a little more of the strongest Spirit of 
(Philosophical) Wine, stop the Mouth very close, and let them stand in cold 
Water twenty four Hours, then put a Receiver to it, and distill in Balneo with 
an easy Fire, yet so as to be distilled; which easy distillation must be 
continued, till the Phlegm ascend, which must be known by the taste, then let 
it cool, and again put new Spirit of Wine to the aforesaid Tartar, the same 
quantity as before, doing all these things as before: which work you must 
repeat fifteen times, but when the Vessel is opened in every Imbibation, 
above all things have a care of the sudden fume of this Ignis Adepti: This 
work being in fifteen times complete, lay aside three ounces of this fired 
Tartar for a part, to multiply the Mercurial Oil, as lower will appear. Take the 
other part of this fired Tartar, and distill itin Sand with a most strong Fire, 
which Fire being so distilled hath a white Color, and is our Naturae 
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ignita, our Mercury, our Aqua Vitae, lastly Ше Key of our Science. 

This Menstruum is the same, as to the Ingredients and Virtue, with the 
Vegetable Heaven of Lully, but it must be Circulated like that Heaven, in 
order to lose its milky and duskish Color, and acquire the diaphaneity and 
clearness of this. This Receipt hath also Johannes de Rupescissa, which it is 
convenient to compare with this, especially, he varying, somewhat in 
Circumstances, by dissolving per deliquium Tartar impregnated with the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine before the distilling of it. 


24. The Aqua Fortissima and Virtuosa of 
Johannes de Rupescissa. 
Cap. 43. Lib. Essentiae. 


The most Blessed God, the Creator of Secrets, hath made so many 
wonderful things in Nature, that neither can our Understanding perceive, 
some few excepted, nor Tongue express the wonderful things of God without 
stammering: and among the Secrets, I will reveal to you a Water of Divine 
Action, and the Magistry of it, is, to take the best white Tartar calcined, and 
put it in an Earthen or Glass Vessel, and pour to it the best (Philosophical) 
Aqua Ardens you can get, put on an Alembic, and distill the Aqua Ardens 
very weak, then take it away, being little or nothing worth, except for 
washing of the Eyes or other parts: Then take you Tartar, and you will find it 
twice as strong; and this you may prove each time by your Tongue; put other 
Aqua Ardens to it again many times more, because it will be every time 
strengthened above measure, and you may bring it to so great a degree of 
strength, that no created action can be compared to it: But if you would make 
it a hundred times stronger, grind it, and put it upon a Porphyry or Marble, to 
be converted into Water, which then must be distilled through an Alembic. 

There is yet another way of preparing this Vegetable Heaven, not by 
sublimation of the Alkali, nor cohobation, but simple Circulation, namely by 
digesting the Alkali of Tartar, in the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, till it 
swims upon the Spirit of Wine like an Oil. It is thus done. 
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25. Vegetable Mercury acuated with Salt 
of Tartar of Lully. 
In Prima Camera Individuormm, dist. 3. Lib. Essen. 


In the first Chamber is signified, that our Mercury is in the power of H (crude 
Tartar) and in order to draw it out, the Artist must put the said H into E (that 
is, in a Glass-Makers Furnace) three Natural Days, and there must be a great 
quantity of it, because but little will be made from thence, which H (Tartar 
now calcined) you must grind subtly, and put it into H of Arboris 
Philosophical (into dissolution per deliquium) upon a Marble in a very cold 
place, and covered because of dust; and H will be converted into T, (oleum 
per deliquium) which T must the Artist distill through a Filter in a Glass 
Vessel, and the Artist having separated T from H, will be able to extract our 
Mercury out of the said two ways. First, by the Magistry of the Chapter 
beginning, Non reputes me, etc. (by Circulation like the Essence or Spirit of 
Wine of Lully.) Second, by the Magistry of the Chapter, Non praetermittam 
(by the separation of the Elements, of which not in this place.) 

Lully sometimes used the Salt of Tartar depurated instead of the Oil of 
Tartar per deliquium, as in the First Experiment. You have, saith he, another 
sign more certain of the purification of this Individual (the Salt of Tartar) 
namely, when this most precious Salt will remain in the Vessel upon Fire in 
the Form of an Oil, but being removed from the Fire, will suddenly be 
congealed. But, dearest Son! Let not the Prolixity of time be irksome to you, 
in dissolving and congealing this Matter so often, to take away Corruption, 
which remaining, it can never be joined with its Spirit extracted from the 
most precious, and its nearest Individual, which is the best Wine, freed from 
all manner of Humidity and Corruption. Then Circulate it in a Circulating 
Vessel, and so reduce it into a Quintessence, and it will forthwith embrace its 
Spirit: this Circulation we performed at first in thirty days, but afterwards 
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completed Ше same in forty days, which Circulation was much better than Ше 
first, because the longer it is circulated, the more 15 it purified, and adapted 
for any of our Physical Operations, which order when need requires, you also 
must observe. 

Menstruums of this kind may be divers ways made not only out of the 
Alkali of Tartar, but other fixed Alkalies may be also taken instead of that, as 
proves the following Menstruum. 


26. The Simple Vegetable Menstruum produced 
from the three Individuals of Lully. 
In Experim. 25. 


Take Aqua Vitae so acute, as to burn a Linen Cloth, which transmit 
again through ап Alembic, that 1 may be perfectly rectified: Then take the 
Salt of Celandine, Salt of Mans Blood, Salt extracted from Honey, as you 
have them above in their Experiments, all which salts put together in an 
Urinal (Cucurbit) and upon every Ounce of those Salts pour four Ounces of 
the aforesaid Aqua Vitae, cover it with its Antenotorium, (blind Head) then 
having a little time digested put on an Alembic, with a Receiver annexed, lute 
the joints well, and distill in Ashes, suffering the Salts to go over together 
with the Water: If anything remain, pour to it again its distilled Water, and 
when all is come over, pour in new Salt again, to wit, one Ounce, and pass it 
through the Alembic as before. Thirdly, add again another Ounce or Salt, as 
above, and distill, repeating this Magistry three times, every time adding new 
Salt: These things being done, Circulate this Water in a Vessel deep and 
narrow the space of fifty Natural Days, but observe that the Vessel respire 
not. Circulation being finished, you will in the bottom of the Vessel see a 
Sediment like the Urine ofa sound Man, which will be white; empty the 
Water warily into another clean Vessel, and be careful that the Sediment pass 
not over with the Water, but remain in the bottom of the Vessel: stop the 
Vessel of the Circulated Water so as not to respire, and keep it in Balneo. 
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The preparation of Ше Salt of Celandine is in the Fourth Experiment 
(Manget Vol I. p.828) . Then take the ashes of Celandine gathered in the 
Month of May at full Moon, with its Roots and Flowers, and put them in a 
Glass Vessel, and thereto pour the water of Celandine distilled in Balneo, that 
you may from thence extract a Salt; and let the matter boil two hours in a 
most soft Fire of Ashes; empty the dissolution into another Vessel, but dry 
the undissolved Earth; and when the Vessel is cold grind it, pouring again 
new water upon the Ashes as before. This Magistry repeat, till you have 
extracted all the Salt, which 15 the Mercurial part of that Individual: then take 
all those dissolutions and filter them, that they may be purged from 
Terrestreity; then distilling by Balneo, congeal; for the Liquor being gone 
over, in the bottom of the Vessel will remain a Mercury or Salt of a white 
color; which Salt you must dissolve and by turns congeal three times; and by 
this means you will have extracted the Mercury out of this matter, which hath 
virtues almost innumerable in acuating the Vegetable Spirit drawn from 
Wine, and hath the power of dissolving all Metals with the preservation of 
their Vegetative and Germinative Form. 

The fixed Salt of Man's Blood is thus prepared in the Eleventh 
Experiment (Manget Vol. I. p. 831). Take Blood drawn from sound and 
cholerick men, and put it upon a clean Table, and so let it dry that the Phlegm 
may be separated from it; then take the Blood, grind it very well, and put it 
into a Glass Body, and with a slow Fire, distill the water, which being 
distilled keep apart; and having augmented the Fire a little but not to 
intensely, lest the Salt perhaps should sublime; let only the moisture and 
superfluous Oil exhale till it will distill no more; then the Vessel being cold, 
take the burned Earth, put it into a Vessel stopped close to keep it from 
respiring; for in respiring it would vanish away into Smoke: set the Vessel in 
a reverberating Furnace, but the heat must be exceeding temperate, that the 
Salt of the Matter which is volatile, and not fixed, may not exhale; and that 
the Vessel may not by the violence of the Fire be broken, as hath happened to 
us; and let the matter stand in that degree of heat the space of two days, and it 
will be calcined; which done, let the Vessel cool, and being cold, open it; and 
upon the calcined matter pour its own Phlegm, that is the water, which you 
distilled 
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at first; let it boil upon ashes two hours, that some part may Бе dissolved, and 
that which is dissolved decant into another Vessel, and again with new water 
do as before; and thus repeat till you have extracted all the Salt; then draw off 
the water by distillation in Balneo; and in the Vessel will remain the Salt as 
white as Snow, of a great many virtues; and if you acuate the Vegetable Fire 
with it, it will without doubt dissolve the two Luminaries with the 
conservation of their Vegetative Form: And with it may be made a most 
excellent Aurum potabile, to preserve the radical moisture in men, and expel 
many diseases. 

The Third Experiment (Manget Vol. I. p.828) teacheth the preparation 
of the Salt of Honey, after this manner: Take new white Honey together with 
the Comb, put it in a Glass Vessel to putrefy the space of forty days; then 
distill, etc. Then take the Earth (Caput mortuum) which remained in the 
Urinal, and being perfectly ground, put it in an Earthen Vessel, made of 
Valentinian Chalk, or of that which Crucibles are made of} or if you cannot 
have this Vessel, put the same Earth between two Crucibles, one joined to the 
other, and very well luted; then set them in a reverberating or Glass makers 
Furnace, and there let them stay four or five days, so will the Earth be white; 
but if you do this work in a reverberating Furnace, have a care that the Fire be 
not too violent, for so would the Earth evaporate; and if the Fire be too weak, 
it will never be calcined, a moderate heat therefore is requisite; thus, no such 
error can happen as we have met with; for when we began this work, we lost 
all the Earth by the violence of the Fire; but to the purpose; this Earth being 
calcined, as aforesaid, and the Vessel cold, take it out and grind it; then pour 
the water which you distilled by Balneo to it, and let the matter boil two 
hours upon ashes, and empty the water into another Vessel from the Earth, 
which Earth you must dry witha gentle Fire. Upon the same ashes pour new 
Phlegm, and let it boil, as before, decant by emptying and keeping, as before, 
the dissolution of the Body; and thus repeat the Magistry, till you have 
evacuated all the most precious Salt out of it, and converted it into water: 
Then take all those dissolutions, and filter them through a clean Linen Cloth, 
which water you must distill by Balneo; at length in the bottom of the 
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Vessel will you have а most Precious Salt, or Vegetable Mercury: Which 
done, know the weight of the said Congelation or Salt, and pour to it a third 
part of the Water, which you kept before, and which you rectified seven times 
in Ashes, (the acid Water of Honey) and stop the Vessel with its 
Antenotorium, and set it in Balneo five Days, then having taken away the 
Antenotorium, and put on an Alembic, you must with a temperate Fire by 
distillation exhale all the moisture that will distill, and that will be insipid, for 
the Earth hath received, and in it self retained the Virtue and Acetosity of the 
Water: And so by the help of the living God, will you truly have the 
Vegetable Salt drawn from this individual, which Salt is most precious, and 
hath the power of acuating the Vegetable Mercury, and dissolving the two 
Luminaries, and all the other imperfect Metals: And with this may Metals be 
reduced into their first Matter. 

To these Salts requisite for this Menstruum of Lully, I will add the fifth 
Experiment, which teacheth to prepare Alkalies from Portulaca Marina, 
Apium Sylvestre, Squilla, Euphorbium, Pyrethrum, Rosmarinus, Herb 
Mercury, Solatrum, Oliandrum, etc. with all which you may acuate the 
Vegetable Mercury drawn from Wine, either jointly of severally. 

This sort of Menstruums is made not only out of Alkalies of 
Vegetables, but also out of Mineral Salts, such as common Salt, Sal Gemmae, 
Alum, etc. Thus it is made. 


27. The Circulatum Minus or Water of Salt 
Circulated of Paracelsus 
Lib.10. Archidoxies’” 


Take the true Element of Water, or instead thereof another Salt which 
hath not been as yet boiled to plain Dryness, or also Sal Gemmae putrified; 
pour two parts of the water mixed with a little Juice of Raphanus to it, putrefy 
in acurate digestion, the longer the better; let it afterward congeal, and 
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putrefy again for a Month; then distill in a Retort, Ше remainder urge with a 
strong Fire, that it may melt; reverberate in a Retort, with a continual Fire, 
dissolve upon a Marble, the water flowing from hence pour to it, and putrefy 
again; distill again even to an Oleosity; join it with the Spirit of 
(Philosophical) Wine and that which is impure will fall down, which 
separate; but let the pure be crystallized in a cold place; pour on again that 
which 15 distilled, and cohobate so oft till a fixed Oil remains in the bottom, 
and nothing sweet goes over; Digest moreover for a Month, then distill, till 
the Arcanum of Salt pass over through the Alembic: Nor let long labor grieve 
you, for this is the third part of all the Arcanums, which are hidden in Metals 
and Minerals; and without which nothing can be made useful or perfect. 

The same Circulatum hath Paracelsus described in his Treatise of 
reducing Metals into their first matter or running Mercury; (which 15 the 
fourth Treatise in Rosario novo Olimpico Benedicti Figuli (which 
Description we thought good to compare with this, that they may illustrate 
one another. Take, saith he, Sal Gemmae most finely pulverized; put it in a 
strong Crucible, and increase the Fire by degrees, melt the Salt, being melted, 
keep it so for the space of three Hours; the salt being cold, pulverize it again, 
and melt it in a new Crucible, according to the aforesaid method, and so 
proceed five or six times; then to the pulverized Salt, pour so much of the hot 
Juice of Raphanus (radish juice ?) that it may be dissolved (mix Ше Salt, and 
squeeze it with a little of the Juice, with a wooden spoon, in a wooden 
Vessel; being dissolved, strain it through a sleeve, and set it apart; add again 
a little of the Juice, and repeat till all the Salt be dissolved) coagulate or draw 
off the water by an Alembic; reduce the Salt into Powder; putrefy in Balneo 
six days; then distill with an open Fire, like Aqua Regis, observing the 
degrees of Fire, till nothing more ascends; force it with a most strong Fire for 
an hour that it may be thoroughly calcined; pulverize the Salt, being yet hot, 
very small on a Marble, and let it be dissolved in Balneo three days; then 
distill gradually, by the Rule of Art, all the Liquor through an Alembic in 
Sand; the remaining Body being well pulverized dissolve on a Marble, 
putrefy, and 
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distill as before: repeat this three times; Ше remainder reduce into Powder, 
and put in a Cucurbit; to which pour these three distilled waters, putrefy five 
days, and again distill in Sand; thus putrefying and distilling, all the Salt will 
at length ascend through the Alembic, except a little Caput mortuum to be 
cast away: but the water distilled from the substance of the Salt, putrefy fora 
Day and a Night, and rectify twice or thrice, and you will have the water of 
Salt. 

This Menstruum made of Sea-Salt, or Sal Gemmae, Paracelsus made 
choice of before the rest of the simple Vegetable Menstruums, as the best, 
because according to his Doctrine, it is the Matrix or Center of Metals and 
Minerals. Because, saith he, being instructed by Experiments, and having in 
other Books also made mention, that the primum Ens, or fifth Essence of the 
Element of Water, is the Center of Metals and Minerals, and having 
elsewhere also added, that every product ought to dye in that in which it 
received life, In а German Manuscript these Words are thus read, Das ein 
eigelich frucht in seiner Mutter, darinnen es das leben uberkommen, sterben 
muss, That is, every Fruit ought to dye in the same Matnx in which it obtains 
its Life, that afterwards it may receive a new Life better and so by the 
deposition of the old Body be reduced into the primum Ens, or first Being: 
The way therefore of extracting the Center of Water, in which Metals ought 
to depose their Body, will I here add. 

This Menstruum we will explain by its Branches; whereof the First is, 
Oil of Salt dissolved per deliquium. In the first process he dissolves Sea salt, 
or Sal Gemmae, in water mixed with the Juice of Raphanus, (Radish), 
putrefies, and with a stronger Fire distills; but the Caput mortuum (the 
remaining Salt rather) he dissolves on a Marble per deliquium. In the second 
Receipt he dissolves Sal Gemmae, being first five or six times melted in an 
equal quantity of the Juice of Raphanus made hot, then coagulates, putrefies, 
and distills like common Aqua fortis; the remaining Salt reduced into a 
Powder, being as yet hot, he dissolves per deliquium in a moist place. 
Sometimes he does without this stinking Juice of Raphanus more 
compendiously prepare that Oil of Salt per deliquium and that is from Salt 
calcined with Nitre; The receipt is to take of common Salt, and the Salt of 
Urine equal parts, to be by the Rule of Alchymy calcined two hours, then 
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resolved in a Cellar after Ше usual manner, etc. From this calcined Salt is 
distilled a Spirit, which resolveth Gold into Oil; but if it be again extracted, 
and to the highest degree prepared, a most excellent Aurum potabile will be 
had, but without that extraction (Distillation) the Gold is only resolved; then 
is ita most pure Art for Goldsmiths in gilding, and for Iron-smiths a constant 
and precious Treasure to guild with; yet they that prepare it ought to be 
skillful Alchymists. Libro de rebus Nat. Cap.4 de Sale раг.190.2 

That Paracelsus by the Salt of Urine intended Nitre is easily proved by 
what follows. In what place soever (saith he) the Urine of Man or Beast is 
poured forth, at the same succeeding time is Sal Nitre produced; for Urine 
gathered and prepared into another Salt is called Sal Niter. ibidem. But the 
same Receipt, Tract. de Sale, рав.171.?! Puts it out of all doubt, being thus 
described. Take Salt and Sal Nitre in equal proportions; let them be calcined 
by themselves till they melt, then resolve them into a Liquor. 

The Second is, The Oil or Essence of Salt. In the first process he takes 
the Oil of Salt per deliquium, and cohobates it so oft with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, till the Salt remains at the bottom in a form of an Oil, 
and no Phlegm ascends; but if instead of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine any 
Vegetable Menstruum be taken, as for example; the Menstruum which we 
treat now of, being already prepared, or Salt circulated, there 15 no necessity 
for the Salt to be dissolved per deliquium, but is with less pains reduced into 
an Oil or natural Essence. Though, saith he, there are more ways to extract 
the Ens primum of Salt, yet this is most commodious and most expeditious; 
and after this, there is that other way which we mentioned, speaking of the 
Elixir of Salt, namely, that the new Salt mixed well with the dissolving water, 
which is the distilled Spirit of Salt, the Circulatum minus made of Salt, the 
water of Salt circulated, (the Arcanum of Salt; the Menstruum which is now 
in hand) must be putrefied, and distilled so long, till the substance of the Salt 
be dissolved, and reduced into a perpetual Oleosity, the Body in the Form of 
Phlegm being abstracted from it. The place alleged is in Lib.8, Archid de 
Elixeriis pag.31°*. Take Salt well prepared, most white, and pure, put it into a 
Pelican, with six times the weight of the dissolving water 
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(by Ше dissolving water is our water of Salt (circulated) to be understood. 
Lib.10. Archid. pg.38.) Digest them a month together in Horse dung; and 
pour it on again, and separate, as before, and that so oft, till the Salt be 
converted into Oil. This way of making the Essence of Salt with the 
Circulation minus, is much better, and more exquisite than that former 
preparation performed by the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, though Paracelsus 
affirms the former method to be more useful, and more expeditious than the 
latter; which is to be understood of the use of both, not the preparation: For 
the Essence of Salt is both sooner and better prepared with some Circulatum 
minus, than with the simple Spirit of Philosophical Wine; from which 
Essence of the Salt which way soever made, is prepared the Arcanum of Salt; 
which reason will have more commodious, and more expeditious, in 
extracting the Essence of things, than the Oil of Salt, not yet so graduated. In 
the second Process, Paracelsus commands, indeed, the Oil of Salt made per 
deliquium to be putrefied; but as to the means of putrefaction, whether with 
the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, or some simple Vegetable Menstruum 
makes no mention, without which notwithstanding the Salt would not ascend 
in the Alembic, and if it were distilled, yet would it be of no use in extracting 
Essences: He putrefied therefore the Oil of Salt per deliquium, for some time 
with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, then being putrefied, distilled it with a 
stronger Fire, the residue of the Salt he again dissolved on a Marble, and 
being dissolved, putrefied and distilled it with new Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine, or some Simple Vegetable Menstruum, so often, till he had distilled 
the whole into Spiritual Water of Salt. 

The third Branch consists in the Reduction of the Essence of Salt into 
the Arcanum of the same; for the Natural (that is, Saline) Essence of Salt, 
doth by being cohobated sometimes with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
ascend together with it, becomes sweet, and is transmuted into the Arcanum 
of Salt, or Artificial Essence, of which Arcanums more in the second Book of 
Medicines. Common Salt, therefore distilled with the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine through an Alembic, is the Circulatum minus of Paracelsus, the Aqua 
Salis circulari, the Primum ens salis, the Arcanum salis, the Aqua solvens, the 
Spiritus salis distillatus, the Matrix and Center of Metals and Minerals, etc. It 
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is called Circulatum, by reason of the Circulation or Digestion of Ше Essence 
of Salt for a Month with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, or which is more 
probable, because of the common Circulation of all the Vegetable 
Menstruums for the space of 30, 40, or 60 Days, after the Menstruum was 
already made, so that this Circulation, though omitted in our Receipt, must be 
understood in these Circulatums of Paracelsus: It is not therefore called 
Circulatum minus, as if common Salt had less Virtues in dissolving, than the 
other Salts, but because it hath those only, and not the quality of tinging super 
added, as the greater Circulatums: after the same manner as Salt is made a 
Circulatum, may also Vitriol be made a Circulatum, Alum a Circulatum, 
Tartar a Circulatum, etc. This way also, saith Paracelsus, is the Arcanum or 
Magistry to be made of Vitnol, as also of all other Salts, Lib. 10. Arch. 
Сар.3. Pag.38 (Waite Уо!.П.ре.86). 

Lastly, As the saline Essence of Salt loseth its saltness, and becomes 
sweet by being digested and cohobated in the Spirit of Philosophical Wine; 
so the Common Spirit of Salt well mixed and digested with the Spirit of 
Wine, becomes a sweet Menstruum. It is thus done. 


28. The Sweet Spirit of Salt of Basilius. 
Lib. Partic. sub Sulphure Solis & Rep.12. Clav. 
(Manget Vol. П. pg. 422; also Herm. Museum Vol I. pg. 352-357) 


Take of the Spirit of Salt wholly dephlegmed one part, of the best Spirit 
of Wine free from all Phlegm, or the Sulphur of Wine, made as I shall tell 
you lower (the Description of which we lately had in the precedent Pages) 
one half part, fit an Alembic well luted, and distill strongly, so as that nothing 
remains: To the Distillation add one other half part of Spirit of Wine; and 
distill, and that repeat three times, putrefy fifteen days, or till 1t becomes 
sweet, which must be done in a gentle Balneo; thus will you have the Spirit 
of Salt and Wine without any corrosion for extractions. 

But though this Menstruum may deserve its Praises, yet it can scarce be 
reckoned amongst Menstruums of this kind, where we discourse not of acid 
Spirits, but fixed Salts; it must therefore be considered as an Appendix of the 
circulated Salt: to the Illustration of which it will not a little conduce. 
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From Ше Receipts we observe, 


1. That by Aqua Vitae, or Spirit of Wine, the Adepts did not in the least 
intend Common, but Philosophical Aqua ardens; for Common Aqua ardens 
will never perform that which is desired in these Receipts; and it being 
granted, that it seems to perform, yet Menstruums so made, cannot be 
Menstruums of the Adepts, but Common, of no efficacy or esteem in the 
more secret Chymy. 

2. That Basilius has indeed sometimes used common Aqua ardens for his 
Menstruums, but never by it self, but mixed with Vegetable Sal Armoniack, 
or Philosophical Salt of Tartar (that is, with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine) 
volatilized; which Salt, being brought into a liquid substance by virtue of this 
Spirit, 15 his Menstruum; for he separates again from thence the Spirit of 
Common Wine, either by Flame, or by quick Lime. 

3. That the greater quantity of Sal Armoniack is joined with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, the stronger are these Menstruums made; wherefore 
Basilius his Menstruums of this Kind, from which all the common Aqua 
ardens is separated, are to be reputed among the best. 

4. That these Menstruums are the Magistry of fixed Salts, by Paracelsus 
called the less Circulatums, or Arcanum of the Alkali of Tartar, Beans, 
Wormwood, as also common Salt, Alum, Nitre, etc. 

5. And therefore that these Menstruums are Medicines. 

6. That these Menstruums may be made several ways; as these out of the Sal 
Armoniack of Lully, by the method of Paracelsus his Circulatums, and so оп 
the contrary, provided the Alkalies or fixed salts be volatilized, and distilled 
together with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine through an Alembic. 

7. That the Spirit of Philosophical Wine is not easily mixed with these Salts, 
but by certain degrees: First, He extracts the Tincture or Soul from them, that 
is, the more unctuous parts; which being more volatile than the rest, are then 
easily distilled into a volatile Tincture, or (to use Lully's phrase) into the 
animated Spirit; then the remaining Earth, being now fixed by the same 
means, is again volatilized by absorbing the said animated Spirit by degrees, 
and sublimed into Sal Armoniack. 

8. That these Sal Armoniacks are sublimed with a very strong fire. 


(72) 


9. That these Salts are called Harmoniack, by reason of the Harmony ог 
Perfection of their mixtion. So have you, saith Lully, the formal Harmoniack 
mixtion of all the Elements; wherefore wonder not, if we call it Sal 
Armoniack; for so it is called, because of its exalted and sublimed property 
the pure and first Matter of Nature, Lib. Mercur. pag. 155. 

10. That the volatile Salt of Tartar, the volatile Salt of Wormwood, Carduus 
Benedictus, etc. common volatile Salt (by Paracelsus called Sal enixum) are 
rightly termed Sal Harmoniacks, Philosophical Vegetable Mercuries, and 
Sulphurs of Nature, etc. 

11. That the Spirit of Salt, Nitre, Vitriol, Aqua fortis, etc. are by being 
cohobated with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine made sweet. 
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The Sixth KIND. 


Simple Vegetable Menstruums made of the 
Spirit and Tartar of Philosophical 
Wine. 


29. The Coelum Vinosum of Parisinus made of the Salt of Philosophical 
Wine. 
In Appendices Eluc. Pag. 271. Vol. 6. Theatrum Chemicum. 


Take the Philosophers first Matter, called Chaos (Vegetable Mercury, 
the Philosophers Wine) distill its Spirit (ardent) and Watery Element 
(Phlegm) in its convenient Vessel, as we shall teach in its proper place, till its 
Body remain in the bottom like melted Pitch, which by two distillations wash 
with its Watery Element, then pour its Spirit to it, four Fingers above it, 
mixing the Matter well, till it be well united, and set the Vessel to distill in 
Balneo with an easy heat: then put it into Putrefaction six Days in a 
convenient Vessel, and distill in Ashes, (the animated Spirit) then take other 
Spirit, (ardens) and that being poured to it, put it again into Putrefaction six 
Days, and so repeat this Magistry, till you see that the Spirit has imbibed and 
extracted the Soul out of the Body, an infallible sign of which will be, when 
you see its Earth hard and dry: for then may you be assured, that the Body is 
for its health-sake dead, which you may vivify and make incorruptible, and it 
will no more fear Death, nor Corruption in this World. Now take the 
aforesaid Body, first weigh it, then put it in a convenient Vessel, and pour to 
it an eighth part of its Spirit (animated Spirit) which 
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extracted its Soul, then put your Vessel in a Fire of digestion, (which we shall 
speak of afterwards) and continue the Fire till you see that the Earth hath 
imbibed its Liquor: then open the Vessel, put on an Alembic, and gather that 
little sweat, which will have the taste of hot Water: Imbibe now your Matter 
for a second time with a seventh part of the aforesaid Spirit, which contains 
the Soul, and proceed in the methodizing of the aforesaid Magistry: Now for 
a third time imbibe with a sixth part, for a fourth time imbibe with a fifth part, 
for a fifth time imbibe with a fourth part, and do not multiply the weight of 
the aforesaid Spirit, but continue it so, observing the aforesaid Method, till 
the Matter, which hath drunk up its Spirit, and 15 again united with its Soul, 
be white. Take now the aforesaid Earth, and put it in convenient sublimation, 
the lower part of the Vessel being luted below the Matter, and make the pure 
part sublime from the impure, and so will you have our Mercury, which is 
clear and shining as a Diamond. This is that which the Philosophers do by 
divers Metaphors, call the first Vegetable Matter, Sal Armoniack, our 
Mercury, our Sulphur of Nature, whereas notwithstanding it is one and the 
same thing. Take the other Simple Spirit, which you first extracted out of 
your Chaos, that which hath not extracted its Soul, and make it more pure and 
subtle by the way following: Take of the Vegetable first Matter (Sal 
Armoniack) which you made before, one Pound, and put it in a convenient 
Vessel in Balneo, till the Matter dissolve itself (per deliquium) then putting to 
an Alembic, distill the superfluous Water, then pour on three pounds of the 
aforesaid Simple Spirit (ardens) and the Vessel being conveniently stopped, 
as will be manifested below, put it into Putrefaction for one Natural Day, 
after the manner following: Get you a Brass Vessel, about one span and a half 
broad, and three spans and a half long, which towards the Orifice must have a 
Copper bottom pierced with many Holes, the Cover whereof, which is to go 
into the Vessel, and stop it well, must have one or two Holes; but the Glass 
Vessels, which you would put to that Copper Vessel, ought to be 
conveniently covered: in the lower part of those Copper Vessels put upon a 
Furnace, making a moderate Fire under, by the strength of which the fume 
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ог vapor of Ше Water will ascend, and heat Ше Vessels, in which your Matter 
is; the whole work of our Supreme Magistry will be matured and prepared by 
this Method, then distill conveniently in Ashes with a heat, scarce unlike to 
the heat of the Sun, till you have drawn all the Juice from it, then dissolve the 
Matter by pouring to it of the aforesaid Simple Spirit three parts, in respect of 
the Matter, which remained in the Vessel, after the aforesaid Juice was 
abstracted from it; Repeat the Magistry a fourth time, proceeding and 
observing all things exactly as above: So you will have the Spirit of your 
Chaos, which is by the Philosophers called Fire depurated, reduced from 
power into act with the Virtue of the Vegetable Matter. Take therefore a 
Glass Vessel, strong, able to contain the measure of a common Urine, pure 
and long, whose Neck must be strong, and two spans and a half long, whose 
cover must be another Glass, called Antenotorium, with a Neck turned 
downward, containing the fourth part of a common Urine, to be put into the 
aforesaid Vessel: Into this Circulating Vessel put four pounds, and no more, 
of the depurated Spirit, which you brought from power to action, by Virtue of 
the Vegetable Matter, as I taught you before, Circulate in Balneo, or Dung 
the space of sixty Days, and when Conversion is made of the Spirit deduced 
from power to action by the first Vegetable Matter, then this you will thereby 
know, that in the bottom of the Vessel will be a Sediment, like the Urine of a 
sound Man: Then will you see a Quintessence brighter and clearer than a 
Diamond, which exceeds the Stars in splendor, so as to be doubted, whether 
it be contained in the Glass or not: which you must dextrously separate from 
its Sediment, and keep in a Vessel close stopped in a cold place: This is that 
Virtue which the envious have hidden, and obscured by innumerable 
Metaphors, calling it Spiritus Vivus, Aqua Argenti vivi, Aqua Vitae, Aqua 
Coelestis, Aqua Diane, Anima Menstrui Vegetabilis, Fumus, Ventus, our 
Heaven, Menstrual Blood, Urine sublimed, Menstruum, our Water of 
Sulphur, our Blessed Stone, giving it infinite other Names, which we mention 
not here, but have by Experience seen and known them to be one and the 
same thing. 
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Annotations. 


Most of the Adepts knew no other but this way of acuating the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, for they believed there was one only thing, and one only 
Method: but this is not the last amongst the difficult Methods, nor much 
different from the Coelum Vegetable of Lully made of the Alkali of Tartar. 
The Tartar of this Wine is less Oily than common Tartar, and therefore 
adjoined to this, as a higher Kind; but that we may the better understand the 
Receipt, it is convenient to compare it with its Original, taken out of the last 
Testament of Lully. 


30. The Coelum Vinosum of Lully. 
In Testam. Noviss.” 


Take Red Wine, which we call the Liquor of Lunaria, and Nigrum 
Nigrius nigro, and distill an Aqua ardens in Balneo, and rectify it, till it be 
without Phlegm, which you will know, when it burns a piece of Linen Cloth, 
by reason of its heat, which you will make it do in seven times, sometimes in 
three, and having such a sign, divide it into two parts, and keep one part for 
the making of the Menstruum, and with the other part abstract the Soul from 
the Earth (a pitchy mass) by the way which I shall tell you. The way, my Son 
is, to distill the Phlegm, till it remain in the form of a liquid Pitch, then put to 
it of the Water (ardens) which you rectified, so much, as to swim three 
Fingers above the Matter, and the Vessel being very close, set it in Dung or 
Balneo six Days to digest, after that distill all the Water, in which is the Soul, 
upon hot Ashes, then increase the Fire, a little, and take out the Oil, which 
keep: then pour in the other Water (ardens, or Spirit of Philosophical Wine) 
as before, and put it in Putrefaction six Days, as before, and then distill in 
Ashes, first the Water, then the Oil, and thus continue the Magistry the same 
way, till you have extracted all the Soul from the Earth, keep it, because it is 
the animated Water, and keep the Oil for the Tincture: 
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Then take the Earth being dry and hardened, calcine till it grow white, being 
white, give the Soul in the Water reserved to it. My Son! the way is this, 
Take the Earth being white and depurated (Salt) and know the weight, put it 
in a Vessel of Glass, and pour upon it an eighth part of the animated Water, 
the Vessel being very close, and place it in the Balneo three days, till you see 
the ardent Spirit condensed in the Balneo, and rectify it, till it be without 
Phlegm, then having put on an Alembic, draw off the Liquor without taste, 
because the Soul hath embraced the Spirit, which is in that part; and imbibe a 
second time with a seventh part of the animated Water, and digest as before, 
and distill away the moisture: A third time imbibe with a sixth part, digest 
and distill away the Water: A fourth time pour on a fifth part of the animated 
Water, as before: The fifth time give a fourth part always digesting and 
drawing of the Liquor, till our Earth be pregnant and white: Then take the 
Earth being pregnant, and put it in a subliming Vessel luted and very close in 
a Fire of the third degree, the space of twenty four Hours, and sublime the 
pure from the impure: And thus my Son, will you have the Vegetable 
Mercury sublimed, clear, resplendent in the Form of a wonderful Salt. Know 
you must my Son, that the Philosophers and we do call it properly Vegetable 
Sulphur, Sal Armoniack, our Sulphur, the Sulphur of Nature, and many other 
Names we also give it. Take, my Son, of this Vegetable Sulphur, which you 
made, one Ounce, put it in a Glass Vessel, and pour upon it three Ounces of 
the Water, (Aqua ardens, rectified to the highest) revealed to you before, and 
the Vessel being covered close, put it in Balneo one Natural Day, then Distill 
in Ashes, and thus do three times its weight of the aforesaid Aqua ardens, and 
put it in our Balneo the space of one natural Day, then Distill in Ashes, and 
thus do three times: Then is all the Vegetable Salt come over the Helm with 
its own Water, and mixture is made, and the Water clear, which we call 
Simple Menstruum. My Son ! Take a Glass Vessel, which must be white 
Glass and sound, and it must be a large Vessel, and put into it four Pounds, or 
six (at most) of this Menstruum thus simply dissolved, and the Vessel being 
well shut and sealed, put it in Balneo or Dung, the space of sixty Days, and it 
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will in that time be converted into a Quintessence exceeding Glorious and 
Odoriferous, which you will know, when you see in the bottom of the Vessel 
a Sediment, like that in the Urine of a well complexioned Youth, and it will 
be clear and resplendent, as a Star of Heaven: Keep it in a hot and moist 
place, as is a Balneo, separating it first from its Sediment, and sealing the 
Vessel well as may be. 

Both Receipts agree in all things, except that Lully calcines the dead 
Earth, and by dissolving in common Water and calcining, purifies it; 
Parisinus not so: this Earth notwithstanding seeming by this way of purifying 
to be made fitter for the Reception of its Spirit; The Receipts consist of these 
two parts, the preparation of the Vegetable Sal Armoniack, and the Reduction 
of the same Salt into a liquid Substance or Menstruum: The preparation of the 
Sal Armoniack is effected by two Operations: In the first, the Soul is 
extracted out of the Body by Virtue of the Spirit, to exanimate and fix the 
Earth, and make it melt like Wax on a red hot Plate: In the second, the Soul is 
restored to this fixed Earth by times, and this variously to make it Volatile: In 
both Receipts as well of Lully, as Parisinus, the animated Spirit is restored to 
the Earth so exanimated, in an eighth, seventh, sixth, fifth, and fourth part of 
its weight, till it wholly evaporates upon a fiery hot Plate; this method of 
impregnation, or revivifying the Dead Body will be confirmed and illustrated 
by the 


Vegetable Sal Armoniack of Parisinus. 

In Apertorio Cap. F. and L. and parte secunda 
Cytherea vel Violetta, and Cap. 5. Elucid. pag. 
235. Vol. 6. Theatrum Chemicum. 


Our Vegetable Mercury is that Principle to be admired above all other 
things of this Art, which consists in the preparation and ablution of its most 
precious Earth, which 15 of so great Virtue, as not to be comprehended by the 
wit of any Men, those only excepted, who have attained to the miraculous 
effects of it. Our purpose 15 to take this matter remaining (in the distillation of 
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Philosophical Wine) like melted pitch, to which pour of its Death (Phlegm) 
the height of four fingers above it, agitate; that the tincture, or unctuous 
superfluous part of it may be dissolved, let the matter settle, decant the 
tincture, to the remaining matter pour new Phlegm, agitating and decanting so 
oft, till no more tincture ascends, and the Earth remains white, sparkling like 
a Diamond, which dry in the Sun or some such heat; being dried and 
pulverized, pour to it of C, that is, its (ardent) Spirit, so much as will swim 
upon it the space of four Fingers, digest in a blind Head three natural Days, 
then distill with a slender heat of Ashes, till the Veins disappear, take away 
the Receiver, stop it well, put another to, distill away all the Phlegm with a 
Fire somewhat stronger, cool the Vessel, take out the Matter being hardened, 
pulverize, and putting it in the same Vessel, pour to it of C the breadth of 
three Fingers, lute, and putrefy three days, take away the blind Head, distill 
through an Alembic, till the Veins ascend, then change the Receiver, as 
before, repeat these Operations, till the Earth remain white, and fume not 
upon a hot Plate: Now take a Phial, put the aforesaid Earth into it, lute well 
the Neck of the Phial, and set it to digest, or calcine rather in Ashes, and you 
will have your most precious Earth now fit to receive its Spirit (animated) or 
Soul, with the conservation of its radical moisture. Take this Earth, put it а 
round Vessel, a hands breadth deep, broad about the Orifice, and imbibe it 
with its Soul, or animated Spirit, as we shall declare, cap. L. thus have you so 
full an Instruction of this Matter, that it is impossible for you to err, if you be 
a faithful Christian. I promised (he goes on cap. L.) To give you full direction 
for the making of all sorts of Sulphurs for our Magistry, that is, Mineral, 
Vegetable, and Animal Sulphur. Wonder not, that I did first sublime, and 
vivify the Mineral Sulphur of Nature, I doing this, to give them in order, and 
that you might the better attend your Practice and Theory: though I know, 
you are not ignorant, that no dissolution can be made without either 
Vegetable or Animal Sulphur. Now to our purpose; Take the Vegetable Earth 
prepared, as I taught you cap. F. imbibe it with its animated Spirit, giving an 
eighth part of it, (in respect of the Earth) cover the Vessel with a Blind Head, 
digest eight days in Balneo, then lay aside this Head, and draw off all the 
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insipid moisture in а gentle heat of Ashes, or of Ше Sun: then imbibe with a 
seventh part, digested in Balneo, and distilling in Ashes, as before; then 
imbibe with a sixth, then a fifth; lastly a fourth part, and with this quantity 
repeat the rest of the imbibations, till the Earth hath drank up two parts and 
more of its weight: Then take the Earth out of the Vessel, pulverize, and put a 
little of it upon a red hot Plate, if the greatest part of it fume away, put the 
powder into a Sublimatory, and sublime the Philosophers Sal Armoniack, 
giving the beginning of Vegetation to both the terrestrial Luminaries (Gold 
and Silver) without which, neither the Vegetable nor Animal Work, yea 
nothing at all can be done in this Magistry. 

This Volatilization of the fixed Earth the Adepts performed other ways 
also, not always observing the order of the aforesaid weights of the animated 
Spirit, in the resuscitation or impregnation of the dead Body: For sometimes 
they imbibed this exanimated Earth with an eighth part of its animated Spirit 
so oft, till it became animated again, and was made Volatile. Thus Lully 
made his. 


The Vegetable Sal Armoniack of Lully. 
Libro de materia Vegetabili in practica quarta. 


Take excellent Wine either red or white, distill by the Rule of Art an 
ardent Spirit, burning Cotton, evaporate the Phlegm till the Matter remain 
thick, as melted pitch, to which pour of the ardent Spirit so much, as to swim 
four Fingers above it: digest for a week in Balneo, then distill the animated 
Spirit by Ashes, to the Earth pour new ardent Spirit, repeating so oft, till the 
Earth remain dry, and in the Form of powder: Moreover, you must from the 
Earth distill an Oil in Ashes with a Fire sufficiently strong, so as that the 
Earth being laid on a red hot Plate, cast forth no fume. That Oil, as also the 
Phlegm are of no value in the present Work. Calcine or Reverberate the said 
Earth in a close Vessel, to which pour of the animated ardent Spirit an eighth 
part in an Alembic, digest in Balneo three days, then gently draw off the 
superfluous moisture, being insipid as common Water, imbibe as before, and 
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continue so oft, till the Earth be made Volatile, which you will know, if a 
little of it be put on a red hot Plate be almost wholly evaporated: This 
impregnated Earth sublime with a subliming Fire the space of twenty four 
Hours: The Volatile and sublimed Salt sublime by itself yet twice, which is to 
be with the ardent Spirit dissolved, distilled, and forty or fifty days Circulated 
into an Odoriferous Liquor. 

Sometimes they impregnated the Earth from the beginning to the 
complete saturation of it, with a fourth part of the animated Spirit, thus : 


The Vegetable Sal Armoniack of Lully. 
In Apertorio suo. 


Take of the best Juice of Lunaria, that you can find, one Pound or two, 
and put it into a Vessel with an Alembic, the seams being well jointed and 
luted, set it in a little Furnace, and underneath make a Fire of one wick, and 
with such a gentle heat let the aforesaid Spirits be distilled, and so long, till it 
begin to make Veins: When therefore the Phlegm begins to shew Veins, then 
is ita sign, that the Spirit is distilled, which contains in it all the perfection of 
Life, and then take that distilled Spirit, and keep it very choicely in a Glass 
well stopped with white Wax, then put another Receiver under the Alembic, 
and receive the second Water, because it retains yet something of the 
aforesaid Spirit, though not so strong as the first: distill from that second 
Water so long, till nothing else comes but Phlegm, which is no otherwise than 
as common Water, tasting a little, if it has yet any Virtue, then may you distill 
yet more, but if it be as the other Water pure in taste, then lay aside the 
Receiver with that second Water, and put another Glass to receive all the 
Phlegm, distilling so long, till nothing more distills, and then let all the 
Phlegm be poured away, because it is that, which brings Death to our 
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Precious Stone, and this Ше vulgar knows not, but we know. Now you have 
he Earth, which remained in the bottom of the Vessel black, like melted 
Pitch: For that calcination of the Earth cannot be done with a strong Fire, as 
Sophisters believe, but it 15 done by its own Spirit, which keeps it from 
burning, because its Spirit draws the Soul from its Body, and repels its 
superfluous Phlegm, and mortifies the Earth, and then vivifies it: Now 
therefore calcine the aforesaid Earth in this manner; Take the second distilled 
Water (Aqua ardens mixed with Phlegm) and pour it upon the black Earth 
(Pitch) in its Vessel, and mix well, till it be dissolved, because the Earth is 
presently dissolved. Then put on an Alembic, and lute well, and distill the 
Spirit with one wick, as I told you before, till you see Veins, then again 
separate the Receiver of the Alembic with the Spirits, and set it apart, and put 
another receiver to, and distill on, looking if there be yet any Spirit there, if 
not, then the Water which 15 distilled, hath a taste like hot common Spring 
Water, which put away again, because such Water is Phlegmatic, which 
causeth Death to our Stone: And after the whole distillation take the Vessel 
with all the Matter, which you will then find more hard than before, and this 
is the reason, because that spirit hath attracted the Aerial Soul to it from its 
Body, it being the place in which the Soul is contained: that Operation 
repeated so oft, till you see your Matter calcined in the bottom in the Form of 
a black Powder, or even so long, till you see no more Phlegm arise, so as the 
last Water to be as great virtue, strength, smell and taste, as the first: And you 
must not be ignorant, that in the third distillation those two Spirits (Ш and 
well rectified) are to be mixed together upon their Earth, so long, till the 
Earth and Spirits have those signs aforesaid, namely, the Earth be calcined, 
and the Spirits yield no Phlegm. Then take the Earth, and with it a fourth part 
of its weight of the Spirit, and put the Matter into your Vessel, which we call 
Retentorium, and place it in a Furnace, continuing an easy heat so long, till 
the Spirit be altogether coagulated in the Earth. Know Son ! that the Body, 
which was Dead, puts on white Garments, as, if God please, you shall see, 
when you try the things aforesaid. Son ! this must you repeat with new Spirit 
so long, till you see the Earth altogether white as Snow: and then is the Earth 
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big and impregnated with Eternal clarity, which will bring forth an Infant, 
according to this way; When the Earth is very white, then Son! take it out of 
its Vessel, and grind it into a most fine powder, and this do upon a Glass 
Plate, then again put it into a Vessel, luting Ше Joints of it well, and set it опа 
little Furnace, and kindle a Fire, continuing it for thirty Hours, and in the 
corners and sides of the Vessel you will find our Infant, born and resuscitated 
in the likeness of a powder, most white, most fair, and in such clearness, as 
the Body of Silver: Keep it therefore in high esteem, because it 1s your Terra 
foliata, and it is called the Spirit of sublimated Bodies, converted into Terra 
foliata; sow into the same the Soul, etc. 

Sometimes they impregnated this Earth without observing any weight 
as thus: 


Another Vegetable Sal Armoniack of Lully. 
In Luce Mercuriorium.” 


Take Wine red or white, putrefy it in Balneo twenty days at least, that 
the parts of it may be disunited, and the better separated, then by distillation 
of Balneo, with a most gentle Fire draw off the Aqua ardens, which put in 
rectification so oft, till nothing of the Phlegm remains: then draw off the 
Phlegm by distillation with a Fire of Ashes, till a certain matter remains in the 
bottom of the Vessel like liquid pitch, and the said Phlegm put apart: then 
take the said matter, and pour to it of the Phlegm so much, as to swim four 
fingers above it, and put it for two days in Balneo, then one day in a Fire of 
Ashes, that it may boil leisurely, and you will find the Phlegm much colored; 
which empty into another Vessel, and thus proceed till the Phlegm be no 
more colored, and if Phlegm be wanting, then take the colored Phlegm, and 
by distillation draw off one half, or a third part of it by Balneo, and operate 
with it as before; but when that Phlegm is no more colored, then will there 
remain in the bottom of the Vessel an Earth almost white, the 
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Phlegm having abstracted ай the Oil out of it: if you would separate Шепа 
asunder, put them in distillation of Balneo, then the Phlegm only riseth, and 
the Oil will remain in the bottom of the Vessel most red. Take this Earth, and 
pour to the same of Mercury, (Vegetable, or Aqua ardens) so as to swim two 
Fingers above it, and put it in a Fire of Ashes for one natural Day, so as to 
boil gently, then draw off (distill) the Earth by a Fire of Ashes as before, and 
put it apart: And of new Aqua ardens pour to the said Earth so much, as to 
swim two Fingers above it, and set it in Ashes for a Natural Day, then draw it 
off by distilling in Ashes as before: and thus proceed till there be no more 
Spirit (elsewhere called Soul) remaining in the Earth, but all passed over with 
the Aqua ardens, which you may know by the Earth remaining in a most 
impalpable powder, and putting it on a Fire hot Plate it will yield no smoke, 
which will be a sign, that it is without Spirit (Soul): which Earth put then into 
digestion in an Athanor; and there let it stand ten days in a continued Fire. 
Then take of the Aqua ardens, in which the Spirit (Soul) is, and pour it upon 
the said Earth, swimming one Finger above it, and put it ап Athanor for 
one Natural Day: then set it in Balneo, and by distillation draw off the Aqua 
ardens without the Spirit (Soul) the Spirit remaining in the Earth, then pour 
on other Aqua ardens; and thus reiterate, till the Earth hath drank up all its 
Spirit, which you will know by putting the Earth upon a red hot Plate, 
because the greatest part of it will turn into smoke; which Earth digest for six 
Natural Days in an Athanor, then put it in Ashes, increasing the Fire, till by 
the sublimation, the Vegetable Mercury riseth at the sides of the Vessel, and 
in the bottom remains the Terra damnata, which is not an ingredient to our 
Work: Which Mercury gather speedily, and whilst it is new; after its rising, 
mix it with its Water for two days, and it becomes a Water which hath 
wherewithal to dissolve all Metals with the preservation of their Form, and 
this Water we call Vegetable Menstruum. 

Animal Sal Armoniack may also be made the same way as Vegetable 
Sal Armoniacks thus is made. 
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The animal Sal Armoniack of Lully. 
In Testam. Novissimo. 


Son! there is another way of this animal Sulphur of Nature, in which 
there is most accurate knowledge, as in Vegetables, which you must perform 
by the method which we shall teach you; and Son! the way is to take the 
Urine of Young Men of good Complexion, and put it in a Glass Vessel forty 
days, till it be putrefied: then take a Cucurbit, and putting on an Alembic in 
Balneo for the space of forty hours, distill a clear Water, and the Spirit will 
remain in the Earth (the Soul as Pitch) dry it being well luted, and rectify the 
Water seven times, and the white Salt (Volatile) which it made in every 
distillation gather warily, that it may not feel the Air, and put it 15 Water 
(Spirit). The put the Earth and Water (Pitch and Spirit) together in Balneo or 
Dung for four days, then distill in the same Balneo, and put it again upon the 
Earth, digest and distill again as before four days; then take the Water by 
itself, and put it in Dung the space of two Natural Days,, and distill in Balneo, 
and again putrefy in Dung, and continue this order five times: Then is the 
Water (Spirit) perfectly rectified and clear. This work being ended, restore 
the Water to the Earth (Pitch) and set it in Dung, then distill in Balneo, and 
dry up the Earth and the Alembic being taken off, and another Cover put on, 
sublime for the space of twenty four hours the animal Sulphur of Nature: 
Then gather it together, and upon the Earth, which remained, pour its 
(animated) Water, and put it in Dung, and distill in Balneo, dry and sublime 
as before, repeating, till all the Sulphur be sublimed. Son! We have revealed 
to you every way of knowing our Vegetable Sulphurs, and also the animal 
Sulphur, with a declaration of the whole Magistry. Now, with the help of 
God, we shew you, that there is one way and means in the animal and in the 
Vegetable, without any variation. 

This Receipt being less clear, in making no mention ofthe Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, and yet of no worth without it; I will therefore add his 
sixth Experiment of the rational Animal, where thus: 
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[Experimentum de animali rationali sextum. |? 


Very great, certainly, and incomprehensible Gifts hath the most high God 
vouchsafed to us; in the acknowledgment of which, our Duty is both Day and 
Night to love, worship, and revere him with our whole heart, and everywhere 
extol his Name with all our might: for besides his creating us out of nothing, 
and redeeming us with his most precious Blood, he hath also made Man 
partaker of all the Blessings contained in the greater World, and for this 
reason is called Microcosm; for it has by divine inspiration been revealed to 
us, that all Virtues as well Animal and Vegetable, as Mineral are in Man 
himself, and this very thing I will prove to be true by this wonderful 
Experiment: Take the Urine of Boys, which must be from the eighth to Ше 
twelfth Year, and no more; which Urine gather from those Boys in the 
Morning, rising out of Bed, a great quantity of which ‘it is convenient for you 
to have, which must be very well putrified in a Glass Vessel, the Vessel being 
stopped, not to respire, two parts of which Vessel must be full, the other 
empty, and thus ought it to be placed in Horse Dung to putrefy, till the Urine 
grows black, which commonly happens within forty or fifty days: but that 
Urine may putrefy and grow black in a shorter space of time, this we have 
had for a secret, and proved it by true Experiment, that mixing and joining a 
Cup of Aqua Vitae, (Philosophical) but first highly rectified with the 
aforesaid Urine, will accelerate Putrefaction: Putrefaction being done, put the 
Urine in an Urinal, (Cucurbit) with an Alembic and Receiver carefully 
stopped, two parts of which Vessel must be full, but the third empty, and 
distill in Balneo with a gentle Fire one part of three, or till it produceth Veins 
in the Head, which Veins being vanished and gone, remove the Receiver, and 
being very close stopped keep it with the distilled Water, which is the 
Mercury (Spirit) of it, in a place as cold as you can: then continue the 
distillation, increasing the Fire, and its Phlegm will be distilled, which 
requires a stronger Fire to go over the Helm: and thus continue distilling, till 
the Body appears in the likeness of Honey, or melted Pitch, then let the 
Vessel cool, and keep the Phlegm, which shall distill. Then take the first 
Mercury, or first Spirit, which you distilled in the beginning, and rectify it 
thus: Put it into a large Cucurbit an Arm and a half high, then put into the 
Mouth of the said Vessel Cotton 


sd [Мапреї Vol.1, pag.829] 


(87) 


enough to stop the Mouth of it; which Cotton must be first moistened with 
Oil, and pressed out, and tied to a Hempen Thread, that when you have a 
mind, you may draw it out of the Neck of the Vessel, and that the Cotton may 
not fall into the Cucurbit; then put an Alembic to the Cucurbit with a 
Receiver, the Joints being very close, besmeared with Wheat-Flower and 
Linen Swaths, that is, pasted with the Pap of Flower bound fast to the Neck 
of the Cucurbit, to keep the Vessels from respiring, which paste (Chymical 
Lute) being dried, put the Cucurbit to a Fire of Balneo, boiling gently, and the 
matter will be sublimed into a most precious Salt: Yet Son! take notice of 
this, that the Beak of the Alembic, must be large and wide, lest the Salt rising 
and subliming out of the Cucurbit should stop the Mouth of the Beak of the 
Alembic, when it flows over into the Receiver; for if so, the Vessels would be 
broken, as it hath also happened to us, when we brought this Experiment to 
practice; when you see all the Salt gone over by distillation, there will remain 
in the Cucurbit a certain Phlegmatic Water, which throw away, as nothing 
worth; but the Salt empty with care, and keep it in a Glass Vessel very close 
stopped, which Salt will be Volatile, and we will use it either for the 
dissolving of Bodies, or for the making of Medicines. There is also another 
way of rectifying or purging the aforesaid animal Spirit or Mercury: Take 
therefore that animal Spirit, and distill by Balneo, and half the Liquor being 
gone over, remove the Receiver, and throw away that which remains in the 
Vessel: that which 15 distilled, distill again, taking two parts of it, what 
remains in the Vessel throw away again as before, and what is gone over, 
distill again a third time, and take little less than all of it, and thus will you 
have the animal Spirit or Mercury perfectly rectified, wherewith you may 
exanimate your Earth, which you had before remaining in the likeness of 
liquid Pitch: Take therefore that liquid Pitch, or rather Earth dissolved, and 
pour upon it so much of the aforesaid animal Spirit, as to rise four Fingers 
above it, the Vessel with its Antenotorium lute, with Wax gummed, that it 
exhale not, then shake the Vessel or Urinal very well, that the Spirit may be 
incorporated, and the Earth being well joined with the Spirit dissolved, put it 
in putrefaction for two Natural Days, then take away the Antenotorium, and 
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immediately put on an Alembic with a Receiver, lute well to prevent 
respiring, and distill by Ashes: Have a care of the fumes when you open the 
Vessel, for they are exceeding strong. All the Spirit therefore being by 
distillation gone over, increase the Fire, that the Soul may be imprinted into 
the distilled Water, and lastly again increase the Fire thus gradually, till some 
other Salt or Sulphur be sublimed: When no more will sublime, cool the 
Vessel, and gather the sublimation, and lay it with the animated Spirit lately 
distilled; then take out the hard and burned matter remaining in the Vessel, 
and grind it, and pour again to it of new Spirit as above, cover the Vessel 
with its Antenotorium again as above, and putrefy, then take away the 
Antenotorium, and putting on an Alembic with a Receiver well stopped, 
distill the animated Spirit by Ashes; which being distilled again as before, 
increase the Fire at last, that some part of the Oil may be forced over, and the 
other part of the Sulphur be sublimed; but when you see nothing more will 
distill, nor anything sublime, suffer the Vessel to cool, and keep the animated 
Spirit last distilled with the other distilled before. So also, if any part of the 
Salt ascends by sublimation, mix it together with the aforesaid Spirit as 
before, and keep them in a Vessel close stopped: then again pour new Spirit 
upon the Earth, so as to rise three Fingers above it, and joining an 
Antenotorium to it, putrefy as before, and then distill in Ashes as before: but 
when nothing more will distill, increase the Fire as much as possible by 
adding fuel, that the Earth may be calcined, and in this third Operation 
converted into a Beretine or ash Color, then the Vessel being cold, and the 
Receiver with the animated Spirit taken away, keep it with the rest of the 
animated Spirit, but put the Earth into a Vessel of Earth or Chalk, which must 
be found, and able to endure Fire, covered with the like Vessel, giving it as 
strong a heat as can be made with wood, and continue two days, then by that 
time you will have calcined the Earth; the Vessel being cold, draw out the 
said Earth, which will be almost white, or of an ash Color, clear and bright, 
pour so much of its Phlegm upon it, as will swim four Fingers above it, and 
let it boil in Ashes four Hours, and then decant the Liquor warily into another 
Vessel, and keep it; dry the remaining Earth, and pour to it again of new 
Phlegm as before, then make it boil as before, then decant as before, and dry 
the Earth; thus repeat the 
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Magistry till all Ше Earth is dissolved, or Ше most part of it imprinted into 
that Phlegm, which probably will happen in the third or fourth dissolution: if 
anything remains undissolved, throw it away, for it is an empty Earth of no 
Virtue, but the Earth which was dissolved in the Phlegm, pass through a 
Filter, and then again through a most fine Linen Cloth, which done, congeal 
the dissolution in a most gentle Fire of Ashes, in a Glass Urinal, to which 
must be put an Alembic with its Receiver: which being congealed, dissolve 
again in the same Water lately filtered, then pass it through a Cloth again, and 
lastly congeal it as before: But this Magistry you must reiterate, till it yield no 
more Terrestreity in the Filter: Then keep our Physical Sal Armoniack, our 
Animal Sulphur, our fixed Animal Mercury, whereof lay a little upon a hot 
Plate, and if it melt as Wax without smoke, it is a sign you have the Argent 
vive fixed, and perfectly depurated, wherewith you will be able to accomplish 
many Experiments: This is that Mercury, which hath afforded us most 
seasonable succor, as shall be manifested in the following Experiments. 

To this exanimated Earth restore the animated Spirit by various 
imbibations, according to the ways described in the preparations of Vegetable 
Sal Armoniacks, because, saith Lully, there is but one way and method in the 
animal, as in the Vegetable, nothing varying. 

But the ways of making these Salts being very tedious, we will for a 
conclusion add Lully's way of abbreviation. 


The Vegetable Sal Armoniack made by the 
accurtation of Lully. 
In Testam. Noviss. 


This Sulphur (of Nature) may, my Son! with the help of God be 
wonderfully abbreviated, and the way is this. To take our liquid Pitch (after 
the Phlegm is drawn off) and put it into a Cucurbit, in a Fire of the third 
degree, and extract the Oil, till the Earth remains dry and burned. My Son! 
calcine as I have taught you, and purify the Earth, and so separate the Salt 
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from it, and upon it pour a fourth part of Ше Spirit, which is in Ше second 
Water (distilled out of the Pitch) and digest as above; then drawing off the 
Liquor (superfluous, insipid, and to be cast away) pour again a fourth part, 
digest and dry as before, till the Earth be pregnant, the sign will be, that 
nothing more (of the aforesaid Phlegm or Liquor) will distill, sublime, and 
you will have the Vegetable Sulphur clean and pure, and of the same Virtue 
with the first. I charge you, my Son! with the fear of God, not to reveal this 
most excellent way of abbreviation to any Man. 

Parisinus in his way of making Vegetable Sal Armoniack, declares the 
Oil extracted out of the Pitch of Philosophical Wine, to be superfluous and 
inconsonant: Separate, saith he, all the superfluous unctuosities, which do 
burn the perfect and precious Elements mixed and latent in that Vegetable 
Matter, and are repugnant to that composition: and a little after; After the 
separation of the superfluous unctuosity, and aerial substance, which blacks 
and burns the other precious Elements of this composition, pour to it its 
ardent and celestial Spirit. Yea, Lully himself has in some Experiments 
before declared, that Oil, as also the Phlegm of this Wine to be of no Virtue 
in the present Work: nevertheless in this accurtation of Sal Armoniack, he not 
only useth the said Oil, and indeed (which you may wonder at) for the 
abbreviation, of a most tedious labor, but also affirms that Sal Armoniack 
thus prepared, is of the same Virtue with the rest. Sometimes he used also the 
Water or animated Spirit, together with the Oil, for present abbreviations, 
thus: 


Another Vegetable Sal Armoniack by the 
Accurtation of Lully. 
Lib. de materia Vegetabili in practica septima. 


Take the best red Wine, distill the ardent Spirit, according to Art, so as 
to burn Cotton, after that the Phlegm, upon the matter remaining in the 
bottom of the Alembic, being thick as liquid Pitch, pour the Phlegm half a 
foot above it, let it boil three Hours, decant the tinged Phlegm, pour on other, 
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repeating so oft, till по more will be tinged, if you have not Phlegm enough, 
you must draw off the tinged Phlegms in Balneo, which being evaporated, a 
Vegetable Oil will remain in the bottom of the Glass, the tincture being 
drawn out of the Phlegm, the matter will remain like a dry Earth, upon this 
dry Earth pour of the ardent Spirit the height of four Fingers, let it boil two 
Hours, that which is in the mean time distilled pour again to the Earth, let it 
settle two Hours, then decant the animated Spirit from the Spirit or Soul of 
the Earth, pour again to the Earth, doing as before, three times: The Earth 
being black and calcined, put into a Glass with a long Neck, and pour the 
Vegetable Oil (aforesaid) to it, digest in Ashes ten days, then decant, and put 
it into an Alembic, to which add a fourth part of the ardent Spirit animated, 
digest in a vaporous Balneo for twenty four Hours, then continue the super 
addition of the other three parts of the animated Spirit every twenty four 
Hours, then distill away the superfluous, insipid, and useless Liquor gently by 
Ashes, and augmenting the Fire by degrees, sublime the Volatile Salt, etc. 

Hitherto of the various preparations of Vegetable Sal Armoniack. We 
will now proceed to the other part of the Coelum Vinosum, namely, the 
several ways of reducing these Salts into a liquid substance. The Adepts did 
for the most part distill through an Alembic one part of Vegetable Sal 
Armoniack with three parts of the Aqua ardens, to which Liquor they added 
again one part of the aforesaid Salt, and distilled, and that they repeated three, 
and sometimes four times, to make the weight of the Salt and Water equal; 
for the greater the quantity of the same Salt, the stronger is the quality of the 
Menstruum, then lastly they circulated the Menstruum, thereby to make it 
more pure and excellent: But though this Method was more in use among the 
Adepts, yet either their curiosity or sedulity found out also other ways; so 
instead of the Aqua ardens, wherewith they prepared the Vegetable Sal 
Armoniack, as well as the Menstruum, they sometimes took Aqua ardens 
circulated, or the Heaven, or Essence of Philosophical Wine, described in 
Number 1. It is thus done, 
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31. Coelum Vegetabile of Lully Circulated. 
Lib. de materia Vegetabili in practica quinta. 


Take the best white Wine, distill the ardent Spirit till it burns Cotton; 
put this Spirit into a Circulatory two thirds empty, strengthen the Mouth with 
Wax, and Bury it in hot Dung, with its Mouth downward, for the Spirit to be 
circulated and digested the space of forty five Days, or till it swims above 
more pure and clear, (in the Form of an Oil, see the Heaven, or Essence of 
Philosophical Wine, in Numb. 1) having seen this sign, take out the glass 
warily, and with a Needle perforate the Wax, that the impure may flow out, 
then suddenly turn up the Circulatory, that the pure or more fine may remain, 
which we call the ardent Spirit circulated, which is of a most delicious Sent: 
now take the residue, from which the Spirit of Wine was drawn, and distill 
the Phlegm; and upon the matter remaining like melted Pitch, pour the said 
Phlegm, so as to swim four Fingers above it, digest two days in Balneo, 
decant the tinged Phlegm, and pour on other, and that repeat so often, till the 
Phlegm will be no more be tinged, which is a thing useless in this operation: 
Now the Earth calcine in a Reverberatory, pulverize, put it in an Alembic, 
and imbibe with an eighth part of the ardent Spirit circulated, digest in 
Balneo, and distill some certain superfluous moisture by Ashes: continue this 
imbibation, digestion, and distillation, till the Earth be impregnated with the 
dry Spirit, which was in the ardent Spirit circulated, of which the sign will be, 
if it doth almost all evaporate, being a little of it cast upon a red hot Plate: 
This impregnated Earth being put into a Sublimatory, sublime according to 
Art into a Volatile Salt, which digest in Balneo two days and more, with six 
parts of the ardent Spirit circulated, decant the dissolution gently, and if any 
thing remain undissolved, proceed with it as before, this dissolution circulate 
thirty days, and it will be a Quintessence to be compared in Virtue with the 
Aurum potabile of the Ancients. 

As these Menstruums are made either weaker or stronger according 


(93) 


to Ше variety of weight, so also are they more or less pure, Бу longer, or 
shorter, or altogether neglected circulation, for some Menstruums there are of 
this kind, which the Adepts circulated not: For an Example take the 
following. 


32. The less Vegetable Menstruum of Lully. 
Lib. de materia Vegetabili in practica prima. 


Take the best Wine (red is the best) two pounds of it, put into a 
Cucurbit with a blind Head, and luting the joints well, put it in Balneo, to 
putrefy kindly the space of forty five days, then fit an Alembic to it, and 
augment the heat, that the ardent Spirit may be distilled, which rectify thrice 
by itself, or till itis free from all Phlegm, and burns Cotton; keep this ardent 
Spirit well stopped in a cold place: take the matter remaining in the first 
distillation, and draw off the Phlegm, till it remain thick like liquid Pitch, 
upon which pour of the Spiritus ardens so much, as to be the space of four 
Fingers above it, digest three days in Balneo, then distill gently by Ashes 
three days, and by Virtue of a stronger Fire, the ardent Spirit will carry over 
the Soul with it, which it could not do in Balneo; keep the distillation: To the 
remaining Matter pour new Spirit, doing so often, till all the Soul be come 
over, and that you will know, if it be projected in a small quantity upon a red 
hot Plate, it yields no smoke, because the matter is now deprived of its Soul, 
which we call dry Earth, which imbibe with an eighth part of the animated 
ardent Spirit, digest for three days in Balneo, then distill gently in Ashes the 
superfluous Liquor, being insipid as common Water: make the second 
imbibation with a seventh part, and so continue doing as before, till the Earth 
be made heavier by a fourth part of its weight, and it will be disposed to a 
reduction into a volatile Salt by the way of sublimation: This Earth therefore 
being well pulverized, put into a Sublimatory, administering Fire according to 
Art, and that which you find sublimed white as snow, is the Volatile Salt, 
which keep in a Vessel well stopped: Take of the Volatile Salt one part, of 
the ardent Spirit six parts, digest in Ashes, and the dissolution is the 
Vegetable 
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Quintessence to dissolve Ше perfect Bodies of Sol and Luna, to make ап 
Elixir, and other Medicines precious and grateful. 

Vegetable Sal Armoniack dissolved in Aqua ardens (one part of the 
Salt to six of the Spirit) makes the present Menstruums; but the following is 
prepared from Sal Armoniack resolved per deliquium. 


33. The Vegetable Menstruum per deliquium of Lully. 
Lib. de materia Vegetabili in Practica secunda: 


Take the best white Wine, putrefy it in Balneo twenty days, or longer, 
then distill the Spiritus ardens according to Art, till it burns Cotton; then draw 
off the Phlegm, till the matter remains in the bottom of the Vessel thick as 
liquid Pitch, to which matter pour so much of the Phlegm, as will swim four 
Fingers above it, digest in Balneo two days, and in Ashes one day, decant the 
tinged Phlegm; pour new Phlegm to the matter, doing as before, till no more 
will be tinged, and the matter remains at the bottom of the Vessel like a white 
Earth. Upon this Earth pour the height of two Fingers of the ardent Spirit, 
digest for a day in Ashes, and the Soul which is in the Earth, will enter into 
the ardent Spirit, decant the ardent Spirit being animated, pour off the ardent 
Spirit again upon the Earth, doing it so oft as before, till the Spirit draws out 
no more Soul, and the Earth remains in the Form of a most fine powder, 
being despoiled of all its Soul, which you will know, if it smokes not upon а 
fiery Plate; this Earth digest ten days in ashes, then put it in Balneo, and pour 
of the tinged Phlegm so much, as will swim two Fingers over it, distill in 
Balneo, cast away the distillation as a thing of no Virtue, then again pour the 
tinged Phlegm upon the Earth, repeating as before, till no Phlegm remains, 
and the Earth is impregnated with all the tincture that was in the Phlegm: 
This done, imbibe the Earth with the animated ardent Spirit, digest with an 
easy heat in Balneo, till the Earth is well dried, then again imbibe, and so oft 
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as before, till Ше animated ardent Spirit is absorbed by Ше Earth, and is made 
Volatile, which you will know, if a little of it cast upon a burning Plate fumes 
away for the most part; then put this matter into a Sublimatory, and sublime 
with a subliming Fire, and that which is sublimed, is the Volatile Salt of the 
Vegetable matter: put that Volatile Salt into a Phial, digest in Balneo fora 
day, and it will be reduced into a Water, which we call Vegetable 
Menstruum, which is a wonderful dissolvent for the radical dissolving of the 
two luminaries. 

These Menstruums the Adepts made sometimes not of Vegetable Sal 
Armoniack, but by the way following. 


34. The Vegetable Mercury of Lully. 
Lib. de Mat. Vegetabili in practica sexta. 


Take the best odoriferous Wine, put it in a Circulatory large enough, 
stop the said Vessel very well with Sulphur melted, and putrefy in Balneo 
twelve or fifteen Days, then distill the Spirit and Phlegm according to Art, till 
the Spirit burns Cotton; upon the matter remaining like liquid Pitch pour six 
parts of the Phlegm, digest two Days in Ashes, shaking the Vessel now and 
then, decant the Phlegm being tinged, pour on other, and doing as before, till 
it hath extracted all the tincture, and a black Earth remains at the bottom of 
the Alembic: put the tinged Phlegm in an Alembic, and distill in Balneo, and 
that which remains at the bottom of the Vessel will be the Vegetable Oil, 
pour the ardent Spirit to the height of four Fingers upon the black Earth, 
distill by Ashes, and that which is distilled will be the ardent Spirit 
impregnated, to the matter pour new ardent Spirit, repeating as before three 
times, and in the last increasing the Fire about the end. Calcine the Earth with 
a Fire of Reverberation into whiteness, out of which extract the fixed Salt 
with a little of the Phlegm, the fixed Salt being pulverized, put in an Alembic, 
pour to it the animated ardent Spirit about two Fingers, distill gently in 
Balneo the insipid and useless moisture, repeat as before, till the animated 
Spirit ascends without diminution of its Virtue, and then will you have the 
fixed Salt acuated, which put in an Alembic, and pour to it the 


(96) 


Vegetable ОП three Fingers high, digest in Ashes for a day, increase Ше Fire, 
and distill whatsoever can ascend; the distillation keep warily, because it is 
the Vegetable Mercury: But if any of the Salt remains in the Alembic, you 
must repeat the same operations, till at length all the Vegetable Mercury 
passeth through the Alembic, which will extract the Tincture of Gold, being 
calcined with common Mercury and Salt, and lastly with Sulphur, which is an 
excellent Aurum potabile. 

Sometimes they prepared these Menstruums by cohobation alone, 
without any imbibition: For Example. 


35. The rectified Aqua Vitae of Lully. 
In potestate Divitiarum.”° 


Take wine, separate the Spirit warily, as soon and as purely as you can, 
because you will never separate it so warily, but it will contain some of the 
purest part of this Phlegmatic Substance, or Water: this Spirit being once 
separated, is called Mercury, that is, Aqua ardens, the sign of which 15, that if 
you dip a Linen Cloth in it, it will turn into a flame (if first kindled) and not 
be burned, but if you separate often times, (rectify) it 15 called Lunaria 
rectified, that is, Aqua ardens rectified, whereof the sign is, that a Linen 
Cloth dipped in it, burns all away: Separate now all the superfluous Phlegm, 
till none at all remains, and at the bottom will reside a Pitch; then mix the 
Lunaria, that is, the Aqua ardens rectified, with that substance made like soft 
Pitch, shaking it well, till it be incorporated, and set it to distill, and that 
which goes over, is called Man's Blood rectified, which Alchymists seek for. 
That Blood is also called Air or Wind, and of this thing spake the 
Philosopher, when he said Wind carried him in its Belly: from the remainder 
separate the superfluous Oil (called above Vegetable) by distilling it through 
a Glass Alembic, till nothing remains, which Oil keep apart, till I shall tell 
you; but the residue will be a substance black and dry, which reduce to a fine 
powder, and mix by little and little with the rectified Man's Blood, and let 
them stand together for the space of three Hours, and then distill, and then 
this Water is 
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called Aqua ignea rectificata, or Fiery Water rectified: then са сте Ше Caput 
mortuum in a Furnace of Reverberation, till 1 be made like Lime, and this 
Calx or Lime mix with the Fiery Water rectified, and distill seven times, and 
then is it called Aqua Vitae rectified. 

The same Menstruum hath Paracelsus in his Book, de Elixire Vitae, and 
the Author of the Appendix of the third Volume of Theatrum Chymicum. 
These Menstruums differ not from the aforesaid made of Sal Armoniack, but 
only in preparation; in those the whole Earth of the Philosophical Wine is by 
its own Spirit reduced into a liquid substance, with which is performed the 
same Work, but after another manner: Hitherto ought to be referred the 
Menstruum of Guido, made thus: 


36. The Circulatum minus of Guido. 
In Thesauro Chymiatrico. 


Take of the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine one pound, of the Salt of 
(the same) Wine four ounces, mix, the Joints being well luted, distill through 
an Alembic in Balneo, pour back the distillation, and cohobate four times, 
and it will be prepared. Lully reduceth his Sal Armoniacks with some 
difficulty into a liquid substance: but Guido distills the Salt of Philosophical 
Wine by four cohobations into the same Menstruums: the cause of 
abbreviation is to be sought in the preparation of that Salt, which is two-fold, 
common or secret; of that common, saith Guido thus: The ardent Spirit of 
Wine being distilled, draw off the Phlegm, till the matter remains in the 
substance of the thinner sort of Honey, which will in a cold Cellar yield 
Crystals like Nitre, which are called the Salt of Wine, which take out and 
keep; the remainder evaporate a little while, and take more, etc. Of the secret 
way of making this Salt, saith Guido also, pag. 8. Thes. Take of the Salt of 
Wine, and Spirit of Wine, of each four ounces, digest the space of eight or ten 
days, draw off gently in Balneo, and the Phlegm only will ascend, and you 
will have six ounces of the Salt of Wine, to which Salt add again an equal 
quantity of its Spirit, and digest again ten days, and draw off the Phlegm, 
pour new Spirit to the remaining Salt, and proceed as above, and thus may 
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you increase Ше Salt of Wine as you please: This latter way of making Ше 
Salt of Wine, is not only the multiplication, and addition as well of the 
quantity, as quality of it, but moreover is also the volatilization of it: It is no 
wonder therefore, that the Salt, whose half part was Spint of Philosophical 
Wine, should so easily ascend with the same Spirit; yet is it to be well 
observed, lest we temper the aridity of the Salt of Wine to much, with too 
great an addition of Unctuosity, and instead of a Menstruum of this Kind, 
make a weaker of the second Kind. 

What has been declared of Vegetable Menstruums is also to be 
understood of animal Menstruums; for an Example we will instance. 


37. The animal Heaven of Parisinus. 
In Apertorio. 


Take the Urine of Children, between eight and twelve Years of Age, of 
good disposition and health, get that which is good, and a good quantity, and 
put it in many Glass Vessels, which you must not fill above two thirds, that it 
may the better circulate: To every ten measures of Urine mix of our С 
(Philosophical Aqua ardens) half a measure, which must be without any 
Phlegm, the Vessels being very well sealed with Wax, let them putrefy 
fifteen days, and then you will find the matter black, and separated from its 
Terrestreity: And you must know, the longer it remains in putrefaction, the 
more perfect will be the work, every five days the Dung must be changed: 
then pour it out of the Vessel, which we describe in the Vegetable Work, and 
the Joints being well luted, distill till you see the sign, which we spoke of in 
Chap. B. but for a more certain sign, distill only two parts, then take away the 
Receiver, and put another to, continuing the distillation, till 1t remains like 
Syrup or melted Pitch, then take these two parts reserved, and distill by the 
same Balneo, receiving three parts of four, the remaining fourth cast away, 
but distill half of these three, and again distill three parts of four parts of this 
half, which distill twice by themselves, and thus will you have your Flower 
rectified, with which we extract Acetum accerrimum out of its own Earth: 
Take therefore this Earth, being in the form of Syrup, to which 
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pour Ше Flower (Spirit) the height of three Fingers, cover Ше Vessel with a 
blind Head, and lute the Joints with gummed Wax, put it in putrefaction three 
natural Days, and shake the matter in the luted Vessel now and then, as is 
convenient, that the saline parts may the better be dissolved; then take away 
the blind Head, and put on a common Alembic, but have a care in this 
changing, lest the sharpness of the Salts offend your Eyes: then distill gently 
in Ashes, and when you have by such a heat extracted all the Water, increase 
the Fire, that the Oil or Soul of it may ascend also together with the distilled 
Water, whereof one part will be sublimed, the other part will stick to the 
superficies of the Earth in the form of a white powder, let the Vessel cool, 
gather the sublimation; being gathered, put it inits Water, make the Vessel 
very close, because it contains the animated Flower, (Spirit) then take out the 
dry Earth remaining, reduce it into powder upon a Porphyry Stone, pour to it 
the Flower (or Spirit) the breadth of three Fingers, putrefy three days, distill 
in Ashes, increasing the Fire with Wood as above, repeat the Magistry, till 
the Earth remains of an Ash Color, then calcine it in a Reverberatory, as we 
taught you in the Mineral Work, in Chap. 2. And so you will have the animal 
Earth prepared, abounding with so great Virtue, as not to be expressed. O 
absolute power! upon which all other powers depend, into what thing hast 
thou infused such Virtue? No Man will comprehend so great a secret, none 
will believe, unless he himself hath seen by Experience, as we have seen. 
Take the animated Flower, rectify it three times in Ashes, always casting 
away the Earths, (Terrestrial Feces) then distill in Balneo three parts from 
four, the remainder throw away, this repeat yet once, then distill the whole, so 
will you have the animated Flower rectified. Take now a large Vessel (a 
Cucurbit) and put in the rectified flower, stop the Mouth of the Vessel with 
Cotton, put on an Alembic witha Receiver, and with a gentle heat of Ashes 
or the greatest part will be sublimed in the Form of a most precious Salt, with 
which (if you will) you may acuate our C, which then you must circulate 
according to the Chap. D.D. wherewith you may perfect all your operations 
(which we taught in the precedent Chapters) which you will sooner complete 
by this Menstruum. But if you desire the animal Sulphur of Nature, it is 
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necessary for you to sublime presently after you have rectified Ше desired 
Flower, namely, by imbibing the Earth according to the method and order 
which we declared in the Vegetable Work, that is, with an eighth, seventh, 
sixth, fifth, and fourth part, sublime and use to do as in the Vegetable Work. 
Now Son! you see how I love you, having repeated such things over and 
over, and with such pains, lest you should have occasion to complain of me, 
and that you should be expert in every thing, in which I persuaded myself you 
might err; therefore have we in this Chapter repeated and described that, 
which no Philosopher ever did in his great Volume, and I may easily believe, 
that no Philosopher has presumed to describe so long and ample practice, as 
this of ours; all which proceeds from my paternal affection towards you, by 
which I would oblige you under the pain of God's wrath, not to reveal it to 
anyone, but rather burn it, as soon as you have reduced it into use, as you 
have more than often promised us: My farther advice is, That you would 
strenuously endeavor to live according to the triumphant Gospel of Grace and 
Peace: reject and avoid Evil Societies and Actions, as we have often 
admonished you; but if you do otherwise, you will not please him, who is the 
Donor of this Famous Knowledge, of every good Thing, and Grace it self. 


From the Receipts we Note. 


1. That those things which were noted in the fifth precedent Kind, may 
hitherto also be referred, the Menstruums of this Kind differing only in matter 
from the antecedent, these were made of Philosophical Wine only, those of 
the fixed Salts of divers things, but as to the way of subliming, or the way of 
making Vegetable Sal Armoniacks, they both agree in all things. 

2. That these Sal Armoniacks are called Sulphurs of Nature. In the 
preparation of Philosophical Wine there is an Earth found, which 15 called 
Sulphur, existent in the Vegetable Mercury, coagulating its own Mercury; for 
the sake of which Earth, they called every other exanimated and fixed Earth, 
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Sulphur; but Ше animated Spirit (Essence, Tincture, etc.) they termed 
Mercury, to be coagulated by this Sulphur, but both of them being reduced 
into one Body, and sublimed, they called Sulphur of Nature, (not more fixed, 
but) sublimed. 

3. These Salts are called Sulphurs of Nature, to distinguish them from 
Sulphur against Nature, that is, of every Acid. Fire, saith Ripley, differs many 
ways; for one is a natural Fire, another unnatural, another elemental, another 
contra naturam: Natural Fire is that which proceeds from the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars, from which are produced the Spirits of burning Waters, the essential 
vapors of Minerals, as also the Natural Virtues of living things; the unnatural 
is an occasional Fire, which is called a moist Fire, made artificially by 
Philosophers: it is also called a Fire of the first degree, which is for the mere 
temperance of heat called Balneo, Stove or Dunghill; in this Fire is made the 
Putrefaction of our Stone: elemental Fire is that which fixeth calcines, and 
burneth, and is nourished by things combustible; Fire against (or contrary to) 
Nature, dissolves violently, breaks, kills, and destroys the governing power of 
the Form of the Stone: for it dissolves the Stone into Water of a Cloud with 
the destruction of the specific Form: but it 15 termed Fire contrary to Nature, 
because the operation of it is contrary to all natural operations, as Raymond 
asserts: for all things that Nature hath made, this Fire destroys, and brings to 
Corruption, unless the Fire of Nature be added to it, etc. Med. Phil. pag. 135. 
Wherefore also there are four Fires in our art, namely, the Natural, which is 
the Menstruum Sericonis; the unnatural, that is, Horse Dung, or Vindemia, 
and the like: the elemental, viz. maintained by Wood and other combustible 
things; and the Fire contrary to Nature, that is, all corrosive Waters, made of 
Vitriol, Salt, and such like things. Viatic. Pag. 342. but of these in another 
place, namely, the fifth Book. 

4. That these Salts are to be used presently after the sublimation of them. 

5. That Philosophical Aqua Vitae, though never better rectified, yet contains 
in it some certain superfluous moisture, which it expels, either by being 
circulated by itself, as in the preparation of Lully's Heaven, or imbibed in 
things fixed; as in the ways of making the said Salts. 
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6. That a Menstruum made of Lully's Heaven, with Ше Essence or ОП of 
Philosophical Wine, is no stronger than the rest, as to the preparation of the 
Sal Armoniack, though it may be sooner made with this Oil, than simple 
Aqua ardens, but as the Sal Armoniack already made is mixed, and again 
circulated not with the thin Philosophical Water, but with the Oil or Aqua 
vitae circulated. 

7. That the divers ways of subliming these Salts do most clearly discover to 
us as well the Nature of that Spirit of Wine, as of these Menstruums, and 
moreover commends the incomparable Experience of Lully in these things. 
8. Animal Menstruums, tho' extracted out of Urine, and other parts of Man, 
are nevertheless not properly so called, so long as the matter of that Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine was Vegetable, and only acuated with an animal thing: 
yea the very Spirit of Philosophical Wine made also out of the animal 
Kingdom, as also acuated, would notwithstanding differ not from the simple 
Vegetable Menstruum in the properties of dissolving, because it would 
together with the said simple Vegetable Menstruums, very much vary from 
the tinging faculty of the compounded Vegetable Menstruums, from which it 
ought to be distinguished; whereas otherwise it might be ranked among the 
Vegetable Menstruums. 


(103) 


The Seventh KIND. 


Vegetable Menstruums compounded of the 
aforesaid Simple Menstruums. 


38. The Circulatum majus of Guido. 
Pag. 4. Thesauri. Chym. “7 


Take of the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine six Ounces, of the Salt of 
(the same) Wine four Ounces, the Vessel being well stopped, distill the Spirit 
in Balneo, which pour back upon the Salt of Wine, and again distill, and this 
ought to be done twelve times: then distill for a Month in Balneo rorido: 
Putrefaction being done, take out the matter and distill in a Cucurbit, with an 
Alembic of two Heads or Beaks, in Balneo, and the Spirit of Wine will 
ascend through the upper Beak into its Receiver, but the Phlegm through the 
lower into its Vessel: Take out the Salt of Wine, pour one half of the Spirit of 
Wine to it, and distill with a Retort into the other part of the Wine, distill yet 
once upon the remainder, and all the Salt will ascend into a strong 
Menstruum: But if you desire a weaker, add six (other) Ounces of the Spirit 
of Wine, and if you would have it very weak, pour to it a greater quantity of 
Spirit, but according to the aforesaid weight, it is made of our great Vegetable 
Menstruum, or Circulatum majus. 


Annotations. 
Hitherto of Simple Vegetable Menstruums; now follow those which are 
said to be compounded, not as if they are compounded of more Ingredients, 


but because they are stronger than the Simple, as well in their qualities of 
dissolving, as tinging: The Menstruums of this Kind differ not from the 
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former in matter, nor in the method of preparing, but in weight only; for Ше 
more aridity you add to the unctuous Spirit of Philosophical Wine, the 
stronger are the Menstruums made. Guido made his less Circulatum of one 
part of the Salt of Wine, and four parts of the Spirit of Wine; but the greater 
Circulatum he makes of two parts of the Salt of Wine, and three parts of the 
Spirit of Wine. The greater quantity of the Salt, the stronger is the 
Circulatum. The less Circulatums do extract the Essences, or Tinctures of 
things, but the greater Circulatums do dissolve the whole Body into a 
Magistry, as will appear in the second Book. 

Vegetable Menstruums compounded are made also, if the simple 
Vegetable Menstruums be taken instead of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
in the Description of them all; as thus: 


39. The Menstruum acutum of Guido. 
Pag. 8. Thesauri Chym. 


Take of the Vegetable Menstruum (Circulatum minus, described in 
Numb. 36.) one Pound, of Sal Armoniack (common) twelve Ounces, distill 
by a Retort first with a weak Fire, then a stronger, and the Sal Armoniack will 
in part ascend, pour it back, and distill yet once: then again add twelve 
Ounces of new Sal Armoniack, distill strongly in Ashes, pour back, and 
cohobate yet twice, and you will have our acute Menstruum. 

Sal Armoniack reduced into a liquid substance by the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, is a Menstruum of the fourth Kind, but the same Salt 
distilled with the Circulatum minus of Guido, is made not a simple, but 
compound Menstruum, and the better for adding so great a quantity of new 
Sal Armoniack. Parisinus in the third Kind of Menstruums acuates the Spirit 
of Philosophical Wine with crude Honey, by which way it is made a simple 
Menstruum of that Kind, but if mixed with its fixed Salt, and distilled through 
an Alembic, “it is made a compound Menstruum. 
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40. The Coelum majus of Parisinus. 
In Apertorio. 


Take B, that is, red Wine putrefied, as you know how, put it in a Glass 
Cucurbit, with its Alembic, and Receiver well luted, and set it in Balneo, 
wherein must be so much Water, as to swim two Fingers above the said 
Lunaria, and distill gently, and forthwith you will see Veins appear in the 
Alembic; continue the distillation so long as they appear, and these Veins will 
be like Tears clear as Crystal, and when Death (Phlegm) comes, which kills 
the Spirit, the said Veins or Tears will cease, and appear round as Pearls: then 
take away the Receiver, stop it, that the Spirit may not evaporate, and set it in 
а cold place, and so have you separated the Soul (Spirit) of it, tho' it contains 
a little of its Death yet in it, and thus continue the distillation (the Receiver 
being now changed) till all the odiferous Phlegm is ascended, and the matter 
remains like melted pitch, black and thick, which observe not to dry 
overmuch, but according to the said Signs only: And thus will you have two 
ferments from our B. Beware of revealing to anyone this Practice, which we 
communicate to you under the peril of your Soul, for you would be the cause 
of much Evil in this World, to be committed by the Sons of Iniquity: put it 
therefor into the hands of Almighty God, who knows the Will of those that 
live according to his Will, and the triumphant Gospel, for the Glory of which 
you have extracted the Form out of B, and the same way you may extract 
from all Individuals Animal and Vegetable. Cap. secundum significatum, per 
C. 

Take the Soul (Spirit) of it reserved in the cold place, and distill half of 
it in Balneo, or till the previous Veins cease from ascending, rectify yet 
twice, observing the same Rules, but the third and fourth time, so soon as the 
Veins appear, leave off distilling, and try whether it will burn a linen Cloth, if 
not, repeat the distillation till it doth: then cohobate by itself four or six times 
in Balneo: And thus have you acquired a way fit for the rectifying of the said 
Matter or Soul, (Spirit) which 15 of so great Virtue, as not to be 
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expressed by any Tongue, or Ше Secrets, which Ше Eternal God hath 
vouchsafed to it, recited; as when we were at Venice, that Famous City, we 
both saw some Experiments of it; and so keep it well in a cold place. Cap. 
tertium significatum per D.D. Having declared the method of rectifying and 
separating our ardent Spint from its Death, depraving its Virtue and Power: 
you must now know, that it is not able to dissolve the two Luminaries, and 
reduce them into action, except it be first acuated, as I shall tell you: Though 
this preparation is to be taught in general, in Cap.F. yet to prevent the loss of 
time, so soon as you have rectified your ardent Spirit, otherwise called the 
first Flower, I had rather have you forthwith put it into Practice, which we 
have in this Chapter signified by these two Letters, D.D. whereof one denotes 
the acuition of it, the other its Royal Acuator, that is, Salt extracted out of 
Honey, by the way which we have oftentimes showed you, that is, with its 
most precious Water (of Honey, or the Menstruum described in the third 
Kind, Numb.10) and though this Water be good enough, yet this Water, being 
acuated with its most precious Salt, of which you will be more certain, will 
recompense your Labor, and abundantly sustain you, till you attain to the end 
of your Labor, the great Medicine. Now to the purpose, Take white Honey of 
young Bees, put it in Putrefaction in large Cucurbits, with their Alembics in 
Balneo, and make it boil continually for an Hour, the rest of the time let it 
remain in a temperate heat, and this do for the space of fifteen Natural Days, 
then pour to the matter so much of C, as to swim the breadth of four Fingers 
above it, covering the Vessels with the blind Heads, and putting them in 
Putrefaction three Natural Days; then put on the Alembics with their 
Receivers, and the Joints being well luted, distill in Balneo, and when seven 
parts of eight are distilled, or (which is a more certain sign) when you see 
round tears or drops ascend, lay aside the Receivers closed stopped, that 
nothing may evaporate, keep them in a cool place, for the acuition of the 
matter; then continue the distillations in the same degree of heat, till nothing 
more ascends; but if necessity requires a greater Fire, have a care of making it 
to strong, and when nothing will ascend by the said Rule, take away also 
these Receivers, and keep them, because they contain the second Water or 
Phlegm for the extraction of the most precious Salt: Now put your matter 
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in Ashes, and distill with a great heat of the third degree, the ОП being 
distilled, suffer the matter to cool, which being pulverized, reverberate in an 
Earthen Dish in a Reverberatory for eight Days, or till it be calcined enough; 
the sign will be when you find it of an Ash Color: then pour of the reserved 
Phlegm to it so much as to cover it the breadth of two Fingers; the Vessel 
being covered with a blind Head, keep it in Balneo two or three Days, decant 
the Liquor, and pouring on new Phlegm, repeat so oft, till you have extracted 
all the Salt, which will exceed Snow in whiteness: And this is that Salt, 
wherewith we acuate our simple C, (the ardent Spirit fora Menstruum of the 
Fifth Kind) this is that which gives the beginning of Vegetation to both the 
Luminaries, reducing them into the Nature of a Quintessence: And with the 
same may you also acuate and augment its own Water (of Honey, or 
Menstruum of the Third Kind) which hath the power of Vegetating all 
Minerals. With this alone will you support yourself in your necessity, so as to 
be in duty bound, my Son! to give thanks to the absolute power: Be careful 
not disclose so great a secret to any Man; for we have now declared it so 
plainly, that ‘it is impossible to add anything more. Now take your 
decantations, which you drew off in Balneo, that the Salt may remain most 
white, which you must dissolve, filter, and congeal three times, and it will be 
fit for all your operations. Now let us descend to the practice of acuition. 
Take of the Salt aforesaid one ounce, to which being well pulverized, pour 
four parts of C, that is, the first Spirit (ardent, but because a Menstruum of 
the fifth, and not of this Kind, would be made by this Spirit, therefore is C, 
being acuated with Honey, or the mellifluous Heaven of Parisinus a 
Menstruum of the third Kind to be taken) in a blind Head, and the Joints well 
luted, putrefy the space of two Natural Days, then put on an Alembic with a 
receiver, and distill in Ashes: distillation being ended, take a pound of the 
Salt remaining in the Retort, and add to it four times the quantity of C, 
putrefying, and distilling in Ashes as before, and the Magistry so often repeat, 
till all the Salt ascends together with its Celestial Spirit, or C, and by this way 
may you acuate and multiply as you please: but remember that one part of 
Salt requires four parts of C, (in this place, the Coelum mellifluum of 
Parisinus). And you 
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must know, I tell you no fabulous stories, but very distinctly declare to you 
the order of true Practice, yet with this Proviso, That when first you have 
brought it into action, you would altogether conceal it, considering with how 
great obscurity the ancient Philosophers delivered theirs, which 
notwithstanding they had not done, but to restrain the ignorant from being too 
arrogant, for the same reason also do we desire, that, as we have more than 
often admonished you, you would keep secret, and in convenient time and 
place work for yourself, and the poor of Jesus Christ. Cap. quartum 
significatum per E. We ought to return infinite thanks to the goodness of the 
Eternal God, in teaching us so bountifully the way of preparing our Heaven, 
and making us partakers of so admirable and inestimable a favor. Certain it 
is, when I had completed this most secret Science, and seen real 
transmutation the first time, I was in a manner astonished, and often lifting up 
my Eyes to Heaven, fell prostrate upon the Earth, giving thanks to Almighty 
God. Now to the purpose: Take a large Glass of such a size, as I showed you 
one at Murarium, into which put two or three pounds of that Menstruum, stop 
it well, and circulate in Balneo or Horse-Dung, but have a care lest in 
changing the Dung you impede the circulation, and so let it circulate the 
space of forty Natural Days, and then you will find your matter clear as 
Crystal, with a Sediment in the bottom like Silk, which decant warily into 
another Glass, keep it very close in Balneo, and you will have a Simple 
Vegetable Menstruum, (if made of the ardent Spirit, and Salt of Honey, but a 
compound, if prepared with the Coelum mellifluum of Parisinus and Salt of 
Honey) our Heaven is in Virtue beyond expression, herewith do we truly 
calcine and dissolve the Luminaries, with the preservation of their radical 
moisture. This is that which will reduce imperfect as well as perfect Metals 
from power into action. And though I may seem not to have delineated to you 
the Form of the Glass, yet I know, and do remember, that I left some of them 
at your House, and many other of our Cucurbits, which are every one good. 
Govern yourself according to your discretion, we having sufficiently 
manifested to you the way of Truth in this Chapter. 
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From Ше Receipts we observe. 


1. That the Menstruums of this seventh Kind differ from the former simple 
Menstruums, not in matters, nor in ways of making, but in the weights and 
use of the Ingredients. 

2. That these Menstruums tinge not their dissolutions, which is the property 
of compound Menstruums. Every Vegetable Mercury contains indeed its own 
tinging Sulphur in its Bowels, sufficient both for itself and others, as will be 
demonstrated in the third Book, but especially in the fifth, nevertheless we 
affirm, that every Spirit of Philosophical Wine wants Tincture, as being not 
acuated with things more tinging. 
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The Eighth KIND. 

Vegetable Menstruums compounded of Simple 
Vegetable Menstruums, and common 

Argent Vive, or other Metals. 


41. The Ignis Gehenna of Trismosinus made of 
the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and Mercury 
Sublimed. 

Pag. 7. Aurei Velleris Germ. 


Take of Alum calcined, Nitre, of each two parts, of Salt decrepitated, 
one part, mix, take of this mixture and Mercury sublimed, of each one pound, 
sublime by the Law of Art, mix the sublimation with new mixture of Salts, 
and sublime, and that repeat three times: To this Mercury thus sublimed and 
pulverized pour the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine, and draw it off in Balneo 
to an oleity, cohobate sometimes, and the fourth time will ascend the 
Mercury together with the Spirit of Wine, rectify the distillation till it leaves 
no Feces, and it will be a Water burning like Hell-Fire. This Water rectify 
again in Ashes, till it ascends without leaving any Sediment; lastly, distill 
through a Paper seven times double in Balneo, and you will have a Water 
truly Spiritual, which keep in a Vessel close stopped, by reason it is very 
Volatile. 


Annotations. 
The Kind immediately antecedent is indeed computed in the number of 


the greater Circulatums, or Vegetable Menstruums compounded, because the 
Menstruums of that Kind do in power of dissolving excel the other Simple 
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Menstruums, but not in Tincture, which that as well as those do want; but we 
will now offer those which shall be better; they will not only dissolve, but in 
dissolving moreover tinge the things dissolved in them, and so make them 
better; they will not only extract the essences of things, but transmute whole 
Bodies into Magisteries: Amongst these, the Vegetable Mercurial Waters, 
made of common Argent vive, and simple Vegetable Menstruums have 
priority; for many of the Adepts being so taught by Experience, have called 
common Argent vive the open Metal, for it is sooner dissolved than the other 
Metals, and does by its aridity more temper the unctuosity of the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, than the individuals hitherto used in the antecedent 
Kinds of Menstruums: As concerning this matter, hear the Philosophers, and 
above the rest the great Paracelsus, Prince, without question, of all the 
Adepts, who saith, If you intend to convert Metals into Magistry, and tinge 
the whole Body altogether into an Essence, you must take the chief and open 
Metal, to which all the rest have affinity in Nature, and putrefy it in its own 
Matrix, which is situated in Water, and is called the Mother of all Metals, 
(Paracelsus his Circulatum minus made of common Salt) purge it from 
superfluities, and reduce it into its liquid first being, that 15, the Metallic 
Acetum accerrimum, the primum Ens of Mercury. Lib. 10. Arch. Cap. 3. 
pag.37. As a temperate Essence (he goes on) is drawn out of Herbs (as out 
of a Vine, for example) by which very Essence, the like Essence may be 
extracted out of all sorts of Herbs and Roots, so, as that the Mercury of Wine 
shows not its own Nature, but the Nature of that which it is essentiated; for 
the like reason out of Metals and Minerals, the like Mercury or Spirit is 
extracted out of the open and middle Metal Mercury. Lib.10. Arch. pag.39.” 
Mercury vive is the Mother of all seven Metals, and ought deservedly to be 
called the Mother of Metals, for it is an open Metal. Libro de rebus 
naturalibus, pag. 87. Wherefore call to mind those things which have been 
said before of half perfect Natural Things, among which Mercury vive is one, 
which is brought into compaction, but left in liquidity: Besides you must 
know, that every generated thing which is open, as Argent vive, is like an 
open House, into which every Man that will may enter, for so lies Mercury 
open, that every Physician may take what he will from it, but it is not so with 
Gold, Silver, Tin, etc. for that Gate is shut by coagulation, till 
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opened, dissolved, and reduced into Ше first matter by Art, which Metals 
have indeed many impediments, such as are not in Mercury, for it is open, 
and wants nothing but the direction of preparation. Tract.2.lib.2. de Morbis 
metallicis. 723. 

Basilius agrees with Paracelsus, saying: In the beginning of Generation 
the first of all is Argent vive, being open, and loosely coagulated, because it 
hath little Salt communicated to it, and therefore is more Spiritual than 
Corporeal: the rest of the Metals being derived from its Essence, having more 
Salt, and therefore are made more Corporeal. Lib. de rebus natural. & 
supernat. Cap. 2.2 

Chortalassaeus affirms the same saying: Argent vive 15 of divers 
Colors, white, skyish, ash, blackish, one slow, another swift, yet in itself an 
open Metal, and hath a Body easily transmutable.”! 

In searching for Sulphur, despair not, saith Sendivogius, I tell you by 
all that's sacred, it is in Gold and Silver most perfect, but in Argent vive most 
easy. Pag. 213. lib. de Sulphure.?” Of the ancient Philosophers I will add 
Arnold, who in Lib.I. Cap.7. Rosarri, saith: The Medicine is as well in 
Metallic Bodies, as also in Argent vive, as to Nature, because they are found 
to be of one Nature, but indeed in these Bodies harder, in the Argent vive 
nearer, but not more perfectly. In Argent vive alone it is found more easily 
and more nearly, not more perfectly, it being the Father of both those 
Luminaries, and all things fusible, for they are derived from it, and therefore 
are they all resolved into it, because Nature embraceth its own Nature more 
amicably, and rejoyceth with it more, than with that which is Heterogeneous. 
For in it is the facility of extracting that subtle substance. 

Among the Metals there is none that sooner mixeth with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, and is more easily altered, than Argent vive, wherefore 
the Adepts esteemed it as an open Metal; all other Metals and Mineral Bodies 
are with very great difficulty dissolved by the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
but being once co-united with this Spirit, they are as well as Mercury, 
converted into a third substance, never to be divided into their constitutives, 
that is, Metal and Spirit; This open Metal, they made more open sometimes 
by the acidity of Salts; so Trismosinus did sometimes sublime common 
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Mercury for his Hell Fire: yet principal care must Бе taken, that such 
Menstruums as these made of Mercury sublimate, be by being dulcified with 
longer than ordinary circulation, or repeated cohobations, freed from all the 
acidity of the Salts; but this operation being full of danger, yet contrary to the 
Rule of Vegetable Menstruums, which excludes every Acid whatsoever, we 
have therefore thought good to advise young Beginners to use crude 
Mercury, as safer than sublimate. Instead of these we will therefore commend 
the Menstruums made of crude Argent vive. 


42. The Alchymical Mercury of Ripley. 
In Concord. Raym. & Guidon. 


Take of crude Mercury well purged one Ounce, of our Fiery Tartar, or 
former Vegetable Salt reserved (in the Fifth Kind in Numb. 23.) Three 
Ounces, grind both together very fine upon a Marble, till they be 
incorporated, then put the matter in a warm Balneo, and let it be all dissolved 
into a kind of white Milk, put it all upon a Pound of crude Mercury, and let it 
be all dissolved into the like Milk, and thus do in infinitum. This Mercury 
being dissolved putrefy in Balneo, then distill in Ashes first with a gentle 
Fire, and an insipid Water will ascend, which must be thrown away: then the 
Fire being more increased, another Water will ascend more thick, which 
Water indeed dissolves all Bodies, petrifies, cleanseth and fixeth them, at the 
end with a more vehement Fire will an Oil ascend of a Golden Color, which 
must be preserved for the dissolving of the red Ferment, and for the 
multiplying of the red Elixir, for it is our peculiar Gold, not yet fixed by 
Nature. 

Elsewhere instead of Tartar fired (that is, the Spint of Philosophical 
Wine dried in the Salt of Tartar, or Vegetable Sal Armoniack made of the 
Salt of Tartar, but not yet sublimed) Ripley sometimes used some simple 
Vegetable Menstruum, with which he made the exalted Water of Mercury, as 
followeth. 
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43. The exalted Water of Mercury of Ripley. 
Cap. 12. Philorcii. 


Take Nigrum nigrius nigro, and distill an Aqua ardens, and fortify it 
with Pepper, Squilla, Pyrethrum, Euphorbium, Solatrum, Anacardus, grains 
of Paradise, Staphis-agria, and the like in acuity: but this 15 a great secret. 
Take the Water of the fifth fortification, and distill, pour it upon Mercury so 
as to swim two or three Fingers above it, stop the Vessel to prevent exhaling, 
put the Mercury in Balneo to dissolve for a Month, that which 15 dissolve of it 
empty into another Vessel, and keep: pour new Water upon the Mercury not 
dissolved, and proceed as before, thus continuing, till you have one Pound of 
Mercury dissolved: Then put the dissolution together in Balneo the space of 
fifteen Days, and after that distill, and that which ascends keep apart in a 
Vessel, not to respire, and upon the remaining Feces pour new Water, and 
proceed by Balneo as above, and this Work continue, till all the Mercury is 
exalted: But this is not the Work of idle and slothful Men. Now this Water 
thus exalted is by the Philosophers called by many Names, for it is Lac 
Virginis, Aqua roris Maii, and Aqua Mercurii. 

Nigrum nigrius nigro, and Philosophical Wine, we have proved before 
by Lully to be Synonymous: the fortification or acuition of that Water or 
Spirit, with Pepper, Squilla, etc. we taught in the second Kind. Mercury, 
though an open Metal, is yet hard enough to be dissolved in the aforesaid 
Menstruum of the second Kind, but the stronger the simple Vegetable 
Menstruums are, the sooner also is it dissolved; an Example you will have in 
the following Glorious Water of Lully, where Mercury is in the space of six 
days dissolved in the Coelum Vinosum of Lully, by a Menstruum of the sixth 
Kind. 
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44. The Glorious Water of Argent vive 
of Lully. 
In Testamento Novissimo. 


Take of common Argent vive one Pound, put it in a Glass Vessel, and 
pour upon it of the Vegetable Menstruum (above described in the Sixth Kind 
in Numb. 30.) so much, as to swim four Fingers above it, set it in Balneo or 
Dung six Days, and it will be all dissolved into a Glorious Water, elevate the 
Menstruum gently by Balneo, and at the bottom of the Vessel will remain the 
Light of Pearls, and Soul of Metals: This we meant in the Chapter which 
begins: Oportet nos cum eo incipere, & cum eo finire ... Then take of this 
Glorious Water of Argent vive one Pound, and mix it with two Pounds of the 
Vegetable Menstruum, coelificated (of Coelum Vinosum, in Numb. 30.) and 
it will become one water, with which you will dissolve all Bodies, as well 
perfect as imperfect, for the Production of our Sulphur. 

The same way almost he prepares that which he calls the incalcinated 
Menstruum. 


45. The incalcinated Menstruum of Lully. 
In Experim. 34. 


Take common Mercury, brought out of Spain in Skins sealed with a 
Spanish Seal, to prevent Sophistication, force it through a fine Skin, then take 
the Mercurial Water, extracted from Mercury by the Magistry, as we taught 
you in the Experiment of three Vessels, as you know, and so dissolve the 
Mercury; being all dissolved, draw the Water from it by Balneo, and in the 
bottom of the Vessel will the Mercury remain in the Form of an Oil: This 
therefore we will use to be incerated (circulated rather) into our Heaven or 
our Coelificated Menstruum (the Vegetable Heaven described in the Fifth 
Kind in Numb. 17.) and one Pound of the aforesaid Mercury reduced into 
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Oil, and join them together, then will you have at length Ше incalcinated 
Menstruums, with which you will dissolve the two Luminaries, preserving 
their Form, and not only preserving it, but also propagating it in infinitum. 

The Receipt of this Menstruum is plain, yet must we declare what he 
means by the Mercurial Water extracted by the Magistry of three Vessels, the 
Description of which Menstruum we read thus: 


46. The Mercurial Water by three Vessels 
of Lully. 
In Experim. 12.“ 


Take Spanish Mercury, which is brought in Bladders with the Seal of 
Spain, that it may not be adulterated; sublime it thus: Take Vitriol dried from 
all Phlegm, and common Salt prepared, and decrepitated, or first burned in 
Fire; join the Mercury with these two, grinding very well, then sublime in a 
Vessel, at first in a gentle Fire, then increase the Fire till it be perfectly 
sublimed: the Vessel being cold, gather the sublimation carefully, and beware 
of the fumes, being Venomous; imbibe the sublimation very well with the Oil 
of Tartar (per deliquium) and quick Lime, then put the matter into a Retort, 
and administer Fire, till Mercury vive is gone over into the Receiver; sublime 
again as before, with the same new Matters, then as before vivify by a Retort, 
thus repeat the Magistry four times: Then take this Mercury thus prepared, 
and make it boil with (Philosophical) Aqua vitae, being dried, press it 
through a Goats Skin: Then take this Mercury, and put it in Vessels (three 
Aludels) which must be firmly and strongly joined together, and covered on 
all sides with strong lutum sapientiae, then prepare a Furnace in which these 
Vessels may be fitly placed, so as that they may all have equal heat; but the 
Receiver must by no means feel the Fire, so also the Beak of the first Vessel, 
through which the Mercury is to pass, must be out of the Furnace: Then give 
Fire to the said Vessels, so as to be red hot, both within and without, then put 
in the Mercury through the Pipe on the outside of the Furnace, and presently 
stop the Mouth of the Pipe with Cotton; and by the 
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sharpness of Ше Fire, part of the Mercury will in a short time distill into Ше 
Receiver; but one part in the likeness of Water; separate the Water from the 
Mercury, and keep it, but that which remains quick, cast again into the said 
Vessel as before, so oft, till it be through the sharpness of the Fire all 
converted into Water, empty the Receiver every time into another Vessel, and 
keep it well stopped: Then take of this Water four Ounces, and of the Oil or 
Salt of the first Experiment (Salt of Tartar impregnated with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine) one Ounce, make it go over together with the said Salt, 
distilling that Water in Ashes with a most gentle heat at first, then in the end 
increasing the Fire, till more will not distill: Then take new Salt, or Oil of the 
same first Experiment, and join it with that Water a little before distilled, and 
make it go over again, distilling by Ashes as before; but this Magistry you 
must repeat five times, mixing one Ounce of the said Salt or Oil of the first 
Experiment every time with three Ounces of the said Water, distilling as 
before in Ashes, with the same degree of Fire, and the same weight as before, 
as well of the Water, as of the Salt or Oil: And by this means will you by the 
help of God, have a Mineral and Vegetable Water united together, which hath 
the power of dissolving Mercury, and all Metals, especially the two 
Luminaries: For the multiplication of this Water you must proceed thus; Take 
one Ounce of Mercury purged, and five Ounces of the said sharp Water (now 
prepared) join these two together in a small Cucurbit, lute it well, then will 
the Mercury be forthwith dissolved, which dissolution put in a little Urinal, 
with an Alembic and Receiver, the Joints well luted distilling in Ashes, and it 
will all come over into a Water, some Terrestreity of no moment being left in 
the bottom of the Vessel: Then may you this way multiply the said Water as 
much as you will, viz. by taking five parts of it, and one of the Mercury 
purged, dissolving first, and distilling through an Alembic as before. 

He revives Mercury sublimate, to be purged after the common way, by 
the Oil of Tartar, and quick Lime; being now purged, he digests it in Aqua 
Vitae, that is, Philosophical; for common Spirit of Wine would be here of no 
effect, wherein this digested with a Philosophical Aqua Vitae, much of the 
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permanent unctuosity sticks to Ше Argent vive, altering it exceedingly; then 
he puts it into divers Aludels, joined together, and to the Receiver, and made 
red hot, in order to be converted into a Mercurial Water: The way of distilling 
by Vessels red hot, I find in many places to have been much in use among the 
Adepts, but whether they contrived this way for the abbreviating, or more 
exquisite way of operating, or for what ever cause, I know not. Basilius, Lib. 
particularium, in particul. Solis, distills not Mercury, but Gold often 
extinguished in the Philosophical Aqua Vitae through a hot Vessel into a red 
Liquor. Take of Aurum fulminans, saith he, one part, of the Flowers of 
Sulphur three parts, calcine with a gentle Fire till the Sulphur be consumed, 
the red hot matter extinguished in the Spirit of Wine, acuated with some 
drops of the Spirit of Tartar (the Vegetable Menstruum made of the Salt of 
Tartar) decant the Spirit, and the powder dry at the Fire, to which being dried, 
add again three parts of the Flowers of Sulphur, calcine and quench as before: 
This Work, repeat six times, that the powder of the Gold may be made like 
Butter, soft and fat, which must be carefully dried, because it melts with a 
little Fire, this powder being a little heated put into a Retort with a pipe, and 
made red hot, and the Pipe being presently stopped, distill the red drops 
falling into good Spirit of Wine put before into the Receiver. 

If the Gold being divers times extinguished in the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine is made soft and fat, why might not this be also done in 
common Mercury, digested according to the Receipt, in the same Spirit of 
Wine? But suppose Lully proposed it only to himself, to reduce Argent vive 
into a common acid Liquor, yet does he out of this, with the addition of the 
Salt of Tartar of the first Experiment, make a Vegetable Menstruum of the 
Fifth Kind, with which he dissolves common Argent vive and reduceth it into 
a Mercurial Water: then he dissolves common Mercury by this Mercurial 
Water, and draws it off so, as to remain in the Form of an Oil; which Oil of 
Mercury being dissolved in the Vegetable Heaven, he circulates, and being 
circulated, calls it the incalcinated Menstruum. If instead of the Oil of 
Mercury you take crude Mercury reduced into a true first matter of Mercury, 
and acuate the Vegetable Heaven with this Mercurial Sal Armoniack, you 
will make the same, yea a much better incalcinated Menstruum. The way of 
making the Sulphur of Nature of common Argent vive is the following. 
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The Mercurial Sal Armoniack, ог Mercury 
of the Mercury of Lully. 
In Experim. 18.“ 


Take Mercury being twice sublimed with Vitriol and Salt, put the 
sublimate upon an Iron Plate, being first very well pulverized, add to it two 
Ounces of Tin calcined, then set it in a moist place, and it will be dissolved: 
sublime again, and lay it upon an Iron Plate as before, and it will be all 
dissolved, and thus may you dissolve as much Mercury as you please: then 
take this Water, and rectify it seven times in Ashes, or till it will yield no 
more Terrestreity, then distill it in Balneo, with an easy heat, and distill one 
part of ten, which is of no use, being Phlegm, which it contracted in the moist 
place, then know the weight of the Water remaining in the bottom, and to 
every four Ounces put one Ounce of the Vegetable Salt of the first or second 
Experiment, being both of the same strength, then distill in hot Ashes with an 
Alembic and Receiver well luted, which being all distilled, add new Salt to it 
again, observing the same weight as before, and this same way distill four 
times, to every distillation adding new Salt as before, and distilling in Ashes, 
and so will you have a Mercurial Water fit for all Physical Operations: Then 
take common Mercury, washed with Vinegar and Salt, and strained through a 
Goats Skin, put it in a Vessel, and if there be one Ounce of Mercury, add four 
Ounces of the aforesaid Mineral Water, and having put on a blind Head in 
Ashes, let it boil gently, and it will in a short time be all dissolved, empty the 
dissolution into another Vessel warily, that if any Terrestreity be left in the 
bottom, it may be separated from the said dissolution, as a thing of no effect: 
you may this way dissolve as much Mercury as you will. Then take the 
aforesaid Mercury dissolved, and putrefy thirty Days in Balneo or hot Dung, 
which must be changed every ten Days, that the heat may endure, and not be 
extinguished: having putrefied, remove the Vessel, and putting on an 
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Alembic to, with an Urinal and Receiver well luted, distill all the Water in 
Balneo, and the Mercury will remain in the Vessel white as Snow, then pour 
to it so much of this Water, which you now distilled, as to be four Fingers 
above it; the rest of the Water keep in its Vessel well stopped in a cold place, 
then putting a blind Head upon its Vessel, and sealing the Joints, putrefy a 
Natural Day, then taking away the blind Head, and putting on an Alembic 
with a Receiver close luted, distill in Ashes, and increase the Fire, that the 
Soul may pass over into its distilled Water; lastly, distillation ceasing, let the 
Vessel cool, take away the Receiver, and keep it well stopped, for that which 
is distilled therein is the animated Spirit; but to the matter remaining in the 
Vessel, that is, the Urinal, pour again of the distilled Water so much as will 
swim four Fingers above it, and having put on a blind Head by turns, and 
putting on an Alembic with its Receiver, wherein you kept the other part of 
the animated Spirit, the Joints being well luted, distill again by Ashes, and 
lastly increase the Fire, for the Soul to go over into the distilled Water as 
before, then the Vessel being cold, keep the animated Spirit in the Receiver 
as before, well stopped, and to the matter remaining in the bottom pour again 
new Water as before, and putrefy as before as before, distilling in Ashes, 
pour the Spirit into the same Receiver, where you kept the other: thus repeat 
the Magistry, till the Body remains dead, black, and void of all moisture, 
which you will prove by this sign; take a little of this black Body or Earth, 
and lay it upon a hot Plate, and if it fumes not, nor flies away from Fire, then 
take that Earth, and put into a little Glass Globe well luted, and the Mouth 
well stopped; set in a reverberating Fire the space of twenty four hours; then 
remove the calcined Earth, and put it in hot Ashes very well stopped to 
prevent the attraction of any moisture: Then take the animated Water, and 
rectify it seven times in Ashes, which animated and vivified Water divide 
into two parts, whereof one we will use for the vivifying of the Earth, the 
other for the dissolving of the Sol and Luna: Then take one part of the said 
Water, and know the weight of the Earth reserved before, grind first, put it in 
an Urinal, then pour upon it of the aforesaid Water a fourth part of its weight, 
and joining a blind head to it well luted, set the Vessel in Balneo, not to 
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touch Ше Water of the Balneo, but for Ше matter to Бе heated by Ше vapor 
only, and so let it remain four days; then having taken away the blind Head, 
and put on an Alembic, distill in Ashes with a gentle heat like that of the Sun, 
and an insipid Liquor will flow over, which cast away, as nothing worth; then 
again imbibe with a fourth part of the animated Spint as above, digesting as 
above, and distilling the Liquor by Ashes as above: This Magistry thus 
repeat, till the whole Body hath re-assumed its Liquor or Soul, and remains 
white as Snow, which Body take out, dry, and grind; being ground, put it into 
a small Cucurbit, strongly luted with Lutum sapientiae, and the Mouth of the 
Cucurbit stopped with Cotton, and set the Vessel in a Furnace of Ashes; but 
take notice, if the Fire be too violent, the matter will turn into Oil, and cannot 
be sublimed, besides there is danger of breaking the Vessel, as has happened 
to us, and therefore we are willing to advise you to continue an easy heat, till 
the matter be sublimed: This also observe, that this way of subliming may 
also be done in the Fire of an Athanor, but then the matter will not be 
sublimed in less than the space of three or four days; which sublimation will 
indeed be most white, as the Scales of Fish, or as Talk: Then warily take out 
the Magnesia, the first matter of our common Mercury, our Sal Armoniack, 
our Sulphur, which keep in a small Cucurbit, well stopped in Ashes, warm as 
the Sun, but that which remains in the bottom, and cannot be sublimed, cast 
away, because of no efficacy, its precious Seed being vacuated. 

Here he dissolves Mercury with calcined Jupiter upon an Iron Plate per 
deliquium, with which he cohobates the Vegetable Salt of the first or second 
Experiment (Salt of Tartar impregnated with the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine, or sublimed into a Vegetable Sal Armoniack) in equal weight (yet by 
degrees) through an Alembic; (instead of this Menstruum may be taken the 
Vegetable Heaven of Lully) with this Menstruum be dissolved common 
Argent vive, and reduceth it into a white Oil, out of which Oil he draws the 
animated Spirit, repeating the Work, till the Earth of the Mercury remains 
black, fixed, and without fume on a hot Plate: This exanimated and 
reverberated Earth he revivifies, by imbibing it with a fourth part of the 
animated Spirit seven times rectified, till it becomes white and volatile, 


(122) 


which then he sublimes into a Mercurial Sal Armoniack, Ше making of which 
differs not from the antecedent Descriptions of the Sal Armoniacks; but if it 
be mixed with four parts of Lully's Vegetable Heaven, that which 15 called 
the incalcinated Menstruum is made from thence, and so much the stronger, 
as that Sal Armoniack is stronger than the Oil of Mercury, but if this first 
matter of Mercury be circulated according to its time, you will make a 
Menstruum deserving the Name of Mercurial Heaven. Guido prepares the 
incalcinated Menstruum not from common Mercury, but the Mercury of 
Metals, Sol or Luna. 


47. The Menstruums of Guido for Precious 
Stones. 
Pag. 92. Thesauri. Chym. 


Take of the Vegetable Menstruum acuated (described in the Seventh 
Kind in Numb. 38. or Numb. 39.) Four parts, of the Oil of Mercury of Sol or 
Luna one part, mix. He elsewhere page. 84. describes the Oil of the Mercury 
of Metals thus: Take of the Mercury of Sol (a Description of which we shall 
have lower in the third Book) three Pounds, of the red Lyon (Gold sublimed, 
of the preparation of which in its place in the second Book) twelve Ounces, 
or equal weight, mix very well, put it in a Cucurbit with its Alembic, lute 
well, and increasing the Fire by degrees, sublime, and the Mercury will 
ascend partly quick, partly in the form of a white or Ash-Colored Sublimate, 
and about the lower part of the Glass, of a citrine Color, mix the quick 
Mercury again with the Sublimate, and again sublime, and that so oft, till all 
the Mercury is sublimed, which being so sublimed, put into Phials of a large 
bottom, and in every one eight Ounces, to putrefy in Balneo six weeks, and 
then six weeks in Balneo rorido, and the sublimed Mercury of Sol will be 
resolved into a black Oil, which rectify through an Alembic, first with a weak 
Fire, then a stronger, lastly most strong, so will you have the Oil of the 
Mercury of Sol. 

But besides Mercury, that open Metal, Menstruums of this Kind may be 
also made of the other Metals, though more compact, an Example of which 
we have in the Lunar Menstruum of Lully. 
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48. The Lunar Menstruum of Lully: 
In Experimento 24. 


Take common Mercury, and wash it with Vinegar; when the terrestreity 
of it is taken away, let itrun through a Goats Skin, then put it into those your 
Vessels, of which you had a form before, (in Numb. 46.) put the Mercury in 
those Vessels, and distill with repetition, till 1t turns all into Water, as I taught 
you above; then take four Ounces of this Mercurial Water, and therein 
dissolve one Ounce of the Vegetable Mercury of the second Experiment (Salt 
of Tartar sublimed, or Vegetable Sal Armoniack made of the Salt of Tartar) 
pass it through an Alembic together with the aforesaid Mercurial Water, then 
in every four Ounces of the Water dissolve one Ounce of Mercury as before 
prepared, (that is Vegetable) putrefy eight days, then distill by Ashes, 
increase the Fire at last, that so it may pass into that which was distilled, in 
which dissolve half an Ounce of Silver cupellated, then putrefy three Days, 
then distill in Ashes, and lastly increase the Fire a little, that all the clearness, 
or whiteness of the Luna may go over by an airy resolution in this distillation. 

He extracts not the whole Silver, but the more Volatile part of it, (called 
in the ways of making Sal Armoniack, animated Spirit) by the Menstruum of 
three Vessels already described in Numb. 26. with the Description of it there 
declared, you may explain those things which are more obscure in the present 
Receipt. He sometimes joins the animated Spirit of Luna, and the animated 
Spirit of Sol together, and by circulation reduceth them into an admirable 
Menstruum, after this manner. 
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49. The Circulatum majus or Acetum accerrimum 
of Lully. 
In Experimento 25. 


Take the simple Vegetable Menstruum of three individuals, described 
before in Numb. 26, then take Luna, calcine it with Mercury, then take 
principal care to remove all the Mercury from the calcined Luna, and the 
same way calcine Sol with Mercury, then let all the Mercury be taken wholly 
from it: these two Bodies put into Glass Dishes each by itself apart, and to 
them each by itself apart pour clanfying Honey, mixing the Calxes of the two 
Bodies very well with Honey upon Ashes so as to boil, then take the Honey 
from the Calxes, by washing them in hot distilled Water, and the Calxes will 
remain in the bottom of the Vessel, then пих the Calxes with the Honey 
again, boiling as before, and mixing with a Spoon as before, and thus repeat 
your Work three times as well in the Calx of Luna, as Sol: Then take these 
two Bodies being calcined and washed, and put them into a Vessel of 
solution severally, and pour upon them of the former coelificated Menstruum 
(of the three individuals) so much as will swim three Fingers above it, cover 
the Vessel with a blind Head, luting the Joints well with wax gummed, that it 
may no way respire, set it in Balneo for a Natural Day, so as to boil gently, 
then for two other Days put it upon Ashes, and let it boil gently as before, 
then empty that part of Sol, which was dissolved into another Vessel by itself, 
which solution will be of a yellow Color: So also take out the dissolution of 
Luna by itself apart, and pour it into another Vessel, each of which 
dissolutions keep in each Vessel as before in Balneo, but the dissolution of 
Luna will be of a Sea or Green Color; the undissolved Earth as well of Sol as 
Luna dry upon Ashes: Which done, pour again to each, of the new circulated 
Menstruums, and the Vessel being covered with a blind Head as before, set it 
in Balneo, and make it boil gently as before, and continue the same boiling 
upon Ashes, lastly decant the dissolution of each Body as before into its 
Vessel, wherein the other dissolutions above were kept by themselves apart: 
But this Magistry you must repeat, till all the Sol, and all 
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the Luna are dissolved; these dissolutions putrefy by themselves apart Ше 
space of forty Days, after putrefaction put the dissolutions severally into two 
Urinals, with Alembics and Receivers stopped, and the joints being well 
luted, distill first the whole Menstruum in Balneo, but the Bodies will remain 
in the form of an Oil, then again pour upon them so much of their Water 
lately distilled, as to swim three Fingers above the Matter, cover the Vessel 
with a blind Head, and putrefy twenty four Hours, then take away the blind 
Head, and put on an Alembic with a Receiver, and luting the joints, distill 
with a gentle Fire in Ashes; lastly increase the Fire somewhat, that the air (the 
animated Spirit) may pass over into the Water, last of all likewise force it 
with a stronger degree of heat, till the Fire (the Soul being more viscous) 
ascends over into the air; the Vessels being cold, pour again the new reserved 
Water to the remaining Matter, the animated Spirit of each Body being first 
luted to its Receiver, to prevent respiring, cover the Urinal again with a blind 
Head, putrefying as before, and lastly distill in Ashes as before, last of all as 
before, increase the Fire; thus repeat the Magistry, till both the Bodies of Sol 
and Luna are by an airy revolution transmitted severally through the 
Alembic: But if these Bodies will not entirely come over by distillation (a 
little indeed will remain, which keep for the rest of the Experiments) then 
take the animated Spirit of Sol, rectify it oftentimes by itself in Ashes, but be 
sure not to take away any of the Terrestreities, which will every rectification 
remain in the bottom of the Vessel, but rather pour back the distilled Water 
always to the same Feces, till you have performed the Work seven times 
complete: And observe the same order in rectifying the Water of animated 
Luna reserved before. This done, join these two Waters together, which 
Conjunction is called the Conjunction of Father and Mother, Male and 
Female, Man and Woman: And thus will you have the Menstruum majus, the 
Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral, being joined together, and these three 
reduced into one substance you must circulate sixty Days in a Vessel so 
luted, as not to respire; Circulation being completed, you will have the 
Menstruum majus brought to action, the power of which is so great, as not to 
be related: This therefore is that admirable Menstruum which dissolves all 
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Bodies, with Ше preservation of there vegetative and transmutative Form: 
This, I say, is that Menstruum containing in it such odor and fragrancy, that 
nothing can be compared to it: This lastly is the resoluble Menstruum, which 
is by the Wise called by almost innumerable Names, the Acetum accerrimum, 
which converts Gold into Spirit: This is the Aqua Sicca, Aqua Solis, and 
Aqua Vitae; Parisinus made this Menstruum, (which he otherwise calls the 
greater Mercury, or compounded Menstruum) by this method. 


50. The Circulatum majus of Parisinus. 
In Apertorio. Cap. G. 


Take of the best calcined Luna three Ounces, of Sol also calcined 
according to Chapter H, (in which the Calcinations of Metals are after the 
common way described) two Ounces to each, being put by itself in its Glass, 
pour of Circulated, or the simple Quintessence (acuated with Honey, or the 
Coelum mellifluum described in Numb. 10.) The height of four Fingers, the 
Vessels with their blind Heads put in Balneo two Days, and in Ashes two 
more: when you see the Waters in some measure tinged, decant them, and the 
dissolutions keep by themselves in Balneo well stopped, to the undissolved 
Calxes pour again of E, digesting, decanting, and repeating so often, till the 
Bodies of Sol and Luna be reduced into a liquid substance, then distill the 
Composition (Dissolution) of Sol, and the Composition of Luna in Balneo, 
and the Bodies will remain in the bottom of the Glass like an Oil; but to the 
Waters drawn from the said Luminaries in Balneo, put Vegetable Sulphur, 
according to the weights of the Sol and Luna, and it will in the space of two 
Days be dissolved in Balneo; so soon as the said Sulphur is dissolved in 
every of its Vessels, pour every one to its Metallic Oil, but to avoid Error, 
you must know that your dissolved Sulphur is that which we taught the 
preparation of in Chapter L, namely, that which is extracted out of 
(Philosophical) Wine, otherwise called, Sal Armoniack, put the Vessels in 
Putrefaction eight Days, then draw off the Waters in Balneo every one by 
itself, then pour of new Water the height of two Fingers, cover the Vessels 
with blind Heads, and digest for a Day in Balneo, then put on common 
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Alembics, and distill the Waters gently in Ashes, then increase Ше Fire, that 
the air may also ascend into the Waters; the Vessels being cold, pour new 
Water to each remainder, cover them with blind Heads, digest in Balneo for a 
Night, then distill in Ashes, and this repeat as before, till you have extracted 
all the Liquor of the two Luminaries; keep the Earths, and if a little of it be 
cast upon a hot Plate, and burns not, it is an infallible sign, because the said 
Earth is deprived of its Soul; keep these two Earths mixed together in 
digestion of Ashes, for the receiving of their Mercunies, (the distilled Airs or 
Essences) as we shall teach in Chapter L. (in the way of making the mineral 
Sal Armoniacks, or Metallic of Gold and Silver). Now take the Liquors of 
both the said Luminaries, that is, their Souls or Mercuries, already passed 
through an Alembic in Ashes; if any slimy Earth remains, add it to the former 
Earths reserved, and this do six times, always removing the slimy Earth: Take 
a large Vessel or Cucurbit, with an Alembic made all of a piece, in which 
pour your compounded Menstruum, stopping the Mouth with a Glass 
Stopple, luted with the white of an Egg, quick lime, and coarse Paper, which 
being dried, lute then with our Bitumen, made of an equal quantity of Pitch, 
Wax, and Mastic, and Circulate in a Sophical Balneo, as we showed you at 
Mr. Angelo's House in the Famous City of Venice, when we made the simple 
Circulated Menstruum, and let it be Circulated forty Natural Days, which 
being expired, you will see our Menstruum or Mercury clearer than Crystal, 
and more odoriferous than any Perfume: This Menstruum, my Son! hath the 
power of dissolving the two Luminaries, and reducing them from power to 
action; and you must know that by this alone, yet with the addition of its red 
or white ferment, you will by Circulation make particulars of great 
projection: This is that which our Captain Raymund Lully, in his Epistola 
Accurtatoria, spoke of, saying, Having dissolved Sol, and drawn the Water 
from it in Balneo, then know the Gold is made Spiritual, and irreducible into 
its former Body, to which if you add a hundred parts of common Mercury, it 
will congeal it into true Gold: Moreover, my Son! if the said Gold congealed 
into a Gum be dissolved in some Water, and given to a Patient of what 
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infirmity soever, he will in а very few Days return to his good temperament; 
it removes whiteness of hair, and all other signs of Old Age, restores former 
Youth, and preserves health even to the time prefixed by the Eternal God: 
Know also, that should I describe all the Miracles (and indeed they may well 
be called Miracles) and all the effects performed by this Mercury, which, as I 
remember, I sufficiently declared to you by Word of Mouth, and explained 
the various Sayings of our Captain in the Book of Quintessence then, etc. 


From the Receipts we observe. 


1. That these Menstruums are stronger than all the antecedent, as being 
acuated with better Arids, or dry things, and therefore do not extract the 
Essences, but dissolve the whole Body into a Magistry. 

2. That these Menstruums are the Magisteries of Metals and Minerals, and 
therefore Medicines. 

3. That they are made several ways now known to us. 

4. That the Sal Armoniacks of Metals are made the same ways as Vegetable 
Sal Armoniacks. 

5. That every one of them is properly called Philosophers Mercury, or 
Mercury of the Mercury of Gold, Silver, Iron, etc. sublimed; the Mercury of 
Antimony, common Sulphur, etc. sublimed, because like common Mercury 
sublimed, it is most easily resuscitated by hot Water or Vinegar, into the 
running Mercury of Gold, Silver, Iron, Antimony, etc. as we shall be better 
assured by Examples of the following Books. 

6. That simple Vegetable Menstruums do as being permanent Waters, 
continue also with things Metallic, and stick most perfectly to them, not for 
Medicines only, but also for the making of precious Stones, yea Tinctures, as 
well particular as universal: As to the simple Vegetable Menstruums, extract 
the Essences of Vegetables, and the same compounded, that they do make 
Magisteries for a Medicinal use, we shall easily agree; but for the unctuous, 
and most inflammable Spirit of Philosophical Wine, made of combustible 
Vegetables and Animals, to Бе а constitutive to any Chymical Tincture, 
seems to be an assertion altogether Paradoxical; for which cause are we to be 
admonished, that the Adepts rejected every Combustible Vegetable and 
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Animal, as a thing useless for their Tinctures, but never despised the purified 
Elements of Vegetables and Animals, made incombustible, or acquiring 
incombustibility in the process it self, though they have declared them to be 
(without the ferment of the Stone) insufficient, as also Metals alone without 
these Menstruums, being therefore mixed with Metals, Witness Ripley, 
saying: If you have a mind to make Gold and Silver by the Philosophical Art, 
you must for that purpose take neither Eggs nor Blood, but Gold and Silver, 
which are Naturally and Prudently, and not Manually calcined, for they 
produce a new Generation increasing their Kind, as all other Natural Things: 
But suppose a Man might with benefit effect it in things not Metallic, in 
which are Colors found in aspect pleasant, as in Blood, Urine, Eggs, and 
Wine, or in half Minerals taken out of Mines, yet would it be necessary for 
the Elements of them to be first putrefied, and jomed in Matrimony with the 
Elements of perfect Bodies. Libro. 12. portar. portu. 1. The Elixir, he 
proceeds, is not to be made of Wine, as Wine, nor of Eggs, Hair, or Blood, as 
merely Eggs, Hair, or Blood, but of the Elements only, and therefore we are 
to seek, in order to obtain the Elements in the excellency of their simplicity 
and rectification; for the Elements, says the Philosopher Bacon in his 
Speculum, are the Roots and Mothers of all things living: But the Elements of 
the things aforesaid are not Ingredients to the making of Elixirs, but by the 
Virtue and Commixtion with the Elements of Spirits (whereof he recites four, 
Argent vive, Sulphur, Arsenick, and common Sal Armoniack,) and Metallic 
Bodies, and so, as Roger Bacon says, they are Ingredients, and do make the 
great Elixir. Mid. Phil. Chym. Cap. 3. We, saith he further, take neither of the 
first Principles, they being too simple, nor of the last, they being too gross 
and feculent, but only the middle, in which is the tincture and true Oil, 
separated from any unclean Terrestreity, and Phlegmatic Water; therefore 
saith Raymund thus: The unctuous Liquor is the near Matter of our Physical 
Argent vive: And though those Bodies, in which those Mercuries are Hidden, 
be sold openly by Apothecaries at a low Price, yet if you understand not the 
Art of separating the Elements, according to the Doctrine of Aristotle, in his 
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Epistle to Alexander, in the Book of Ше Secrets of Secrets, where he saith, 
Separate the subtle from the gross, the thin from the thick, and when you 
have drawn Water out of Air, Air out of Fire, and Fire out of Earth, then have 
you the full Art: except, I say, you understand this, you will do little or 
nothing in my Work. Pupilla Alchym. Pag. 298. It appertains not to this place 
to prove these things by more Examples, it is enough to have instanced these 
few, by way of extirpation, the following Books treating more copiously of 
this Truth. 

7. That the Name (Hell Fire) the Menstruum of Trismosinus, is the proper 
and common Name of Mercurial Menstruums: for most of the Adepts do 
affirm Mercury to be of a most hot, yea Fiery Nature: some few deny, 
accounting it the coldest Metal. 

Amongst the Affirmers was the great Paracelsus, saying: We find 
Mercury to be inwardly of the greatest heat, and no way to be coagulated, but 
by the greatest cold. Libro. 6. Archid. magic. Whoever think Mercury to be 
of a moist and cold Nature, are convinced of an open Error, it being of its 
Nature most hot and moist, by reason of which it always and perpetually 
floweth; for if it was of a moist and cold Nature, it would be like frozen 
Water, and be always hard and solid, and it would be necessary to melt it by 
the heat of Fire, as other Metals, which indeed it requires not, having a 
Natural Liquation and Flux through its own heat, which keeps it in a 
perpetual Fluxion, and makes it quick, that it can neither dye, nor be 
congealed. Coelum Phil. Sect. de calore merc. pag. 124. No name can be 
found for this Liquefaction (Fluxion of Argent vive) much less the Original 
of it, by which it may be called, and no heat being so vehement, as to be 
equivalent to it, Hell Fire ought to be compared to it. Coelum. Phil. 
can.1-121. Basilius taught the same, saying: The Fiery Spirit of Sulphur 
being invisibly incorporated in Mercury, therefore it prefers itself in Fluxion, 
not to be coagulated, etc. For Mercury is a mere Fire, and therefore cannot be 
burned by any Fire; no Fire toucheth it so, as to destroy it, for either, etc. 
Currus triumph. Апитопи, Pag. 40. 

And Sendivogius: I Mercury am Fire, etc. My Spirit and the Spirit of 
Fire love one another, and so far as able, one accompanies the other, etc. If 
any Man knows the Fire of my Heart, he sees Fire is my Food, and the longer 
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Ше Spirit of any Heart eats Fire, Ше fatter it will be, the Death of which is 
afterward the Life of all things, etc., I am Fire within, Fire is my Food. 
Dialog. Мегсиги Pag. 515. Volum 4. Theatrum Chemicum. 

Ripley did by the most hot things of Lully (acuating the Vegetable 
Menstruum, without the Virtue of which things, it would not be able to 
dissolve Metals, but in a long time) understand Mercury: I am, saith he, 
forced to say, that all these things which Raymond speaks (of things most 
hot) are covered with a Philosophical Veil, for his Saying is, That dissolution 
must be made with Spirit of Wine, but his intention also is, that in this Spirit 
(of Philosophical Wine) may be had another resoluble Menstruum, which is 
only of the Metallic Kind. Medul. Phil, Pag. 168. For that is Raymund's 
Water, which Mary the Prophetess speaks of, saying, Make your Water as a 
running Water, by Divine Inspiration extracted out of the two Mineral and 
Vegetable Zaiboth (Mercuries) that is circulated together into a Crystalline 
Water, etc. because, as saith Raymund, there being in Mercury a Point of 
Igneity, by the power of which is dissolution made, it is requisite to animate 
it with the Water of Vegetable Mercury, otherwise it can dissolve nothing: 
And this is the Water containing all those things which you want, and by 
Virtue thereof are Pearls made. And this Vegetable Water being 
compounded, doth by Virtue of the Mercury (Mineral) presently dissolve all 
Bodies, and by reason of its Vegetability (Vegetable Menstruum) revivify 
every Body, and by its attractive Virtue, (Symbolical Nature) produce an Oil 
from every Body, and Mercury draws to it self its like, that is, the Mercury of 
a Body. Of this Water, saith Raymund, in Compendium Animae 
Transmutationis ad Regem Robertum”: You know, most Serene Prince, that 
our Stone is made of nothing but Argent vive alone, that is, compounded of 
Vegetable and Mineral: And therefore said the ancient Philosophers, the 
Stone is made of one thing only, that is, Argent vive, Viatic. pag. 345. 

Mercurial Waters are called Ignes Gehenna, by reason of this Fiery 
Nature of Argent vive, the corrosive Specifick was because of the Mercurial 
Water called by Paracelsus Ignis Gehenna. Libro. de. Specif. Pag. 29. The 
Circulatum majus, prepared from Mercury, he calls a living Fire, most 
extreme Fire, and celestial Fire. 
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If you would bring into action, saith he, (Ше Life of Antimony hidden 
in its Regulus) you must resuscitate that Life with its like living Fire, or 
Metallic Vinegar, with which Fire many of the Philosophers proceeded 
several ways, but agreeing in the Foundation, they all hit the intended Mark , 
etc. Yet that Fire, or Corporal Life in common Mercury is found much more 
perfect and sublime, which manifestly proves by its flowing, that there is a 
most absolute Fire, and celestial Life hidden in it; wherefore whoever desires 
to graduate his Metallic Heaven (the Arcanum Lapidis, ог Antimonii) to the 
highest, and reduce it to action, he must first extract the first liquid Being, as 
the celestial Fire, Quintessence, and Metallic Acetum accerrimum out of the 
Corporal Life (common Mercury) etc. Libro. 10. Archidoxies. Cap 6. Pag. 
39.29 

Amongst Ше Deniers, who judge Mercury to be of a cold Nature, is 
first Bernhard, illustrious for Learning as well as Linage, saying: Whereas 
Mercury is compounded of the four Elements, they therefore being heated by 
the common and general Causes, the Natural heat is excited by its own 
motion, by such motion as this are the Fire and Air in Mercury moved 
likewise, and by little and little elevated, these Elements being more worthy 
than the Water and Earth of Mercury, nevertheless, moistness and coldness 
are predominate, etc. Lib. Alchym. Pag. 766. Volum. 1, Theatrum Chemicum 
17, Argent vive being most cold, may in a short time be made most hot, and 
may the same way be made temperate with things temperate by the Ingenuity 
of an Artist. Epist. ad Thomam, Pag. 57. Art. Aurif. Arnoldus de Villa Nova 
іп the Book, called Rosarium’’, is observed to have declared, that crude 
Mercury, that is, Argent vive, which is by its Nature cold and moist, may by 
sublimation be made hot and dry, then by revivification made hot and moist 
like the Complexion of Men, etc. The said Arnold, though a Reverend 
Doctor, and Ingenious in other Sciences, yet perhaps handled Experiments in 
this Art without the Doctrine of Causes, but he saith, that in the first 
Purgation, the crude Spirit (Argent vive) is sublimed with the less Minerals 
and Salts, and that Mercury it self, which is in its Nature cold and moist, may 
be made a Powder by Nature hot and dry, as he saith, this is indeed of no 
benefit to our Philosophical Work: but suppose a Man may make such a 
Powder, as he 
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speaks of, out of Mercury, namely, dry and hot by sublimation with saline 
Things, yet these Purgations are vain and impurities of Mercury, the said 
Arnold dried it by sublimation, so also, as you say Thomas, moistened it by 
revivification, and made the Mercury hot and moist, suitable to his own 
(humane) Body in Nature, this indeed impedes not my Reverend Doctor, nor 
impugns the Truth of the Philosophical Art; yea rather the Error appears in 
this Natural Art: For, as is clear, Arnold teacheth, (if you regard the sound of 
Words) that Mercury being thus dried, by hot Water, into which it is cast, is 
revivified, and he saith, made hot and moist, whereas when it is sublimed, it 
was hot and dry: But what Philosopher can truly say, that Mercury, or any 
other Metal, is by simple Water, though never so hot and boiling, changed as 
to its internal quality in Nature, acquires moistness Natural to itself, and so is 
revivified? In this revivification therefore Mercury requires nothing, 
forasmuch as common Water decocts not, nor alters it, because every thing to 
be altered must first be mixed: Some superficial impurities of Mercury, such 
Water may indeed wash away from it, but cannot infuse a new quality into it: 
For such a Nature as Mercury had when reduced into Powder, and mortified 
by sublimations, such a Nature exactly will it keep being revivified by Water: 
This I am willing to say with Reverence and Honor to the said Arnold, but I 
consider and defend the Truth of Nature and Experiment. About the end of 
his Epistle to Thomas. 

But be it what it will, it consists not with our Prudence to adhere to any 
Opinions, of what Authority soever, but to Truth alone; in which respect we 
say Argent vive 15 neither cold, nor hot, yet that being of easier dissolution 
than the rest of the Metals, it is most fit for this kind of Menstruums; and that 
the Mercurial Waters prepared from it, may by Chymical Liberty be called 
Hell-Fires, though besides these Waters the Adepts call also other 
Menstruums Infernal Fire, of which sort is the Acetum accerrimum of Ripley 
in the Fifth Kind: But the following Arguments taken out of the Text itself do 
prove, that Arnold, Lully's Master, was as to his reducing of Argent vive into 
the first Matter or Essence, not sufficiently understood, and mis-observed 
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by Bernhard, taking Aqua fervens for common boiling Water: Arnold divided 
the Second Book of his Rosary into four Principal Works; which are, 
Solution, Ablution, Reduction, and Fixion, as appears by the first Chapter of 
the aforesaid Book: Of the first Work, namely, the Dissolution of the Stone , 
in the second Chapter, thus: You must dissolve the Stone (Gold or Silver) 
being dry and thick, into Argent vive, that it may be reduced into its first 
Matter; and all this is done by Argent vive only, it alone having the Power of 
converting Sol and Luna into their first Matter; but Argent vive having a 
terrestrial and adustible feculency in it without inflammation, and substance 
of aqueity, you must of necessity take away that which 15 superfluous, and 
supply what is wanting, if you desire a complete Medicine; but the Earthly 
feculency is to be wholly taken away by sublimation, etc. This sublimation or 
depuration of Mercury he describes in the third Chapter following: The Craft 
(Way) therefore of removing the Earthy superfluous substance from it, is to 
sublime it once or twice with Vitrum (Vitriol formerly so called) and Salt, till 
the substance of it becomes most white, having ascended most white, cast it 
into Aqua fervens, till it returns into Argent vive; then take the Water from it, 
and Work with it, because it is not good to operate with it, except it be first 
purified this way: and therefore saith Avicen, The first thing to begin with, is 
the sublimation of Mercury, after that, the solution of it, that 1 may return 
into its first Matter, and sublime it wholly: Then put clean Bodies in the 
same, weighed into this clean Mercury, etc. 

If we respect the sound of the Words, Bernard in his long 
Argumentation corrected Arnold deservedly, but if the Sense of the Words, 
here is nothing deserving Correction: Aqua fervens, the Name of Arnold's 
Menstruum, is the chief and almost only thing concealed by Arnold in the 
whole Practice of his Book, which had he manifested, he would have 
prostituted all the more secret Chymy; but that he meant not common boiling 
Water is proved by the following consideration. 

1. Gold or Silver must be dissolved into Argent vive, or the first matter, 
first being, Essence, etc. by Argent vive, not common, but Philosophically 
prepared: Nothing reduceth Gold into a first Matter, but a first Matter; as here 
the first Matter of common Mercury, clean Mercury, or the Mercury 
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of Mercury. The Adepts have a Rule, That a first Matter prepares а first 
Matter; Therefore as Mercury prepares Mercury; an Essence an Essence; a 
Magistry a Magistry; so the Philosophers Mercury, or primum Ens, Essence, 
etc. of Sol or Luna, cannot be prepared but by the Philosophers Mercury, 
primum Ens, or some Essence; whereby by Aqua fervens in this Receipt, we 
understand the Essence of Mercury, but not in the least common boiling 
Water. 

2. Clean Argent vive, or the first Matter of Mercury, made of Argent 
vive sublimed by Aqua fervens, cannot be running Mercury, because it is in 
the Form of a Liquor: For, 

First, The dissolution of Gold made with this clean Mercury is to be 
filtered. Grind time after time, and imbibe, and boil in Balneo, then distill 
through a Filter, till it (meaning the Metal dissolved in the Menstruum, Chap. 
3.) goes through. 

Secondly, In the Dissolution of Gold, the Tincture only is extracted, the 
Body being left. Be patient, saith he, and extract not the Tincture hastily, nor 
seek to have things perfect hastily or swiftly, for the first Error in this Art is 
haste, etc. Bodies dissolved are reduced to the Nature of a Spirit, and are 
never separated, as neither separated, as neither Water mixed with Water, and 
that because Nature rejoyceth in Nature, as the Spouse is joined with the 
Bridegroom; but those things which are not dissolved, have not pure parts, 
except they be mollified. Therefore, my dearest, you want wherewith to 
operate in the dissolution of the Stone, that is, you must separate their purer 
parts from them, that the Work may be effected with lighter, the heavier parts 
being cast away. Cap. 3. 

Thirdly, Mercury, or the first Matter of Gold prepared with clean 
Mercury, is also liquid. Chap. 3. The beginning of our Work is to dissolve 
our Stone (Gold or Silver) into Mercury, or into a Mercurial Water, Chap. 4. 
No wonder therefore if Mercury prepared by Aqua fervens be called Water: It 
is saith he, expedient to dissolve Bodies by Water, that is, by Argent vive. 
Cap 3. 

Fourthly, Because it extracts an Oil from every thing. Put, saith he, of 
the purest Mercury so much as to swim four Fingers, or more, which is better 
upon the substance of the Body, from which you would extract an Oil, then 
kindle a gentle Fire under it till you see the Oil, that is, the Air of it, by little 
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and little ascend, or be elevated upon Ше Mercury; gather it warily and keep 
it apart, etc. Cap. 10. 

3. This Process of Arnold 15 ordinary, and called by the Adepts, The 
way of separating the Elements, which cannot be done without either a 
Vegetable or Mineral Menstruum. 

4. Aqua fervens among the Adepts is the usual Name of Menstruum. 
Dissolve, saith Lully, the purest Sol in its own Aqua fervens, then separate 
the Phlegm, and the Sol will remain below, etc. Codicil. cap. 43. Pag. 203. 
That Fire burns Gold more than Elemental Fire, because it contains heat of a 
terrestrial Nature and resolves without any fortitude (force, effervescence, or 
corrosion) which common Fire cannot do; we therefore enjoin you to make 
the Magistry of the hottest things you can get, and you will have an Aqua 
calida, which resolves every strong thing. Vade mecum. Pag.272.”° 

Which Form of Speech Bernhard himself knew, out of Morienus: 
Saying, Know that our Laton is Red, but of no benefit to us, till it be made 
white: Know also, that Aqua tepida: calida, and fervens, Synonima's of one 
(Menstruum) penetrates and whitens, even as it self 15 (white,) and a moist 
vaporous Fire effects all things: Again Bendegid, Johannes Mehungus, and 
Haly: You that seeking Day and Night spend your Money, waste your Wealth 
and Time, tormenting your Wits in Vain about the subtleties of Books, I 
admonish you out of Charity, through Compassion, as a Father moved toward 
his Son, that you would, I say, whiten the red Laton by a white odoriferous 
Aqua tepida, but tear so many Sophistical Books, so many Methods, and 
leave such great subtleties; believe me, that it may be well with you. Lib. 
Alchym. 770. Vol. 1 Theatrum Chemicum. 

5. It is by the blackness of the dissolution proved, that Arnold's Aqua 
fervens was a simple Vegetable Menstruum; the black appearing above, saith 
he, gather apart, because that is the Oil, and the true sign of dissolution, 
because this which 15 dissolved, attains to the end of sublimity, and is 
therefore separated from the lower parts, ascending upwards, and aspiring to 
higher places. Cap.3. Козаги. 

These things we are willing to say, not impeaching the Reverence and 
Honor of Bernhard, but we contemplate and defend the Truth and Experiment 
of Arnold. 
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The Ninth KIND. 


Vegetable Compounded Menstruums made 
of Simple Vegetable Menstruums, and 
Things tinging, being first fixed. 


51. The Circulatum majus, or Metallic Acetum 
accerrimum of Paracelsus. 
Lib. 10. Arch. рар.38.“! 


If common Mercury ought to be reduced into the first liquid Being, 
then is it first to be mortified, and deprived of its Form, and that is done by 
several sublimations with Vitriol and common Salt, that at last it may be 
made like fixed Crystal: Then dissolve it in its Matrix, namely, in the primum 
Ens of Salt, (the Circulatum minus made of Salt, or the Water of Salt 
circulated described above in Numb. 27.) putrefy a Month; add to it new 
Arcanum of Salt (Circulatum minus) that the impure may be precipitated to 
the bottom, but the pure turned into Crystals: sublime the same in a close 
Reverberatory, being sublimed, turn it up continually, till it comes to a 
redness; this sublimation extract with the Spint of Wine rectified to the 
highest (Philosophical Wine) separate the Spirit of Wine (by distillation) the 
remainder (the dry Tincture or Crocus of Mercury) dissolve upon a Marble, 
(per deliquium) and digest for a Month, pour new Spirit of Wine to it, digest 
for a time, and distill; Then will the Arcanum of the primum Ens, or first 
being of Mercury rise over in a liquid substance, which is by the Philosophers 
called Metallic Acetum accerrimum, and in our Archidoxies Circulatum 
majus: And the same is to be understood of Antimony, Сет, and all other 
Metals. 
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Annotations 


There is a great difference between this and the precedent Kind, though 
they both treat of Mercurial Waters: The antecedent were made of crude 
Mercury: This Circulatum of Paracelsus, is indeed made of Mercury, but first 
fixed: The precedent were most clear; these greater Circulatums are indeed 
most clear, but also most red, and so much better in their Tinctures than the 
precedent. The Receipt we will consider as divided into its parts, in the first 
of which Paracelsus sublimes Argent vive so often, till it be made like fixed 
Crystal, that is, like mineral or common Crystal, clear and transparent: As 
this part is common, so it less needs explaining. In his Book, De Renovat & 
Restaur. he takes only Mineral Gold or Antimony for the same Work, which 
Bodies notwithstanding are more bound up than the open Metal, Mercury; 
and for this reason it may seem to be fit enough for dissolution in Circulated 
Salt without sublimation: For the illustration of the Receipt, we will add the 
Description of the said Book. 

Take of mineral Gold or Antimony most finely ground one Pound, of 
Salt Circulated four Pounds, being mixed, digest them together in 
Horse-Dung for a Month; from thence will spring a Water, wherefore the 
pure must be separated from the impure, coagulate it into a Stone, which 
calcine with Wine cenificated (lenificated) and separate again, and dissolve 
upon a Marble: Let this Water be putrified for a Month, from it will be 
produced a Liquor, wherein are all such Signs, as in the primum Ens of Gold 
or Antimony, wherefore we deservedly call it the primum Ens of those 
things: It is no otherwise to be understood of Mercury, and other things also. 

In the second part, he dissolves Mercury being so sublimed, in Salt 
Circulated, the primum Ens of Salt, the Arcanum of Salt, the Water of Salt 
Circulated, (Synonima's of Paracelsus his Circulatum minus) petrifies or 
digests, precipitates with new Circulated Salt, filters, and lastly reduceth it 
into Crystals, or Philosophical Vitriol. In the Receipt of Lib. de Renov. he 
adds the weights of things: Take, saith he, of mineral Gold or Antimony one 
Pound, of Salt Circulated four Pounds, and then digest, and separates the 
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impure from Ше pure, and coagulates into Crystals. Sometimes he dissolves 
Bodies by some mineral Menstruum, which he draws off two or three times 
from them, and sweetens them again by taking away all the acidity so far as 
he is able with common Water: Thus he dissolves common Sulphur in the 
strongest Aqua fortis (Paracelsus his Aqua Regis, to be described in the 
eighteenth Kind) cohobates three times into a black Matter, which he 
sweetens with distilled Water, Libro de morte rerum. 

For it is much at one, whether Gold or Antimony be dissolved by the 
Circulatum minus only, and reduced into a Philosophical Vitriol; or whether 
Argent vive, for the abbreviation of time, be in the sublimation of it first 
impregnated with the acidity of Salts, and so made more open for the Work, 
and then mixed with the Circulatum minus, purified by digestion and 
precipitation, and lastly reduced into a Philosophical Vitriol; or whether to 
make the time yet shorter, Sulphur be mixed with a mineral Menstruum, that 
is, an acid, and the Circulatum minus mixed together, and then freed from the 
acid, so as with the Circulatum minus to be made the same Philosophical 
Vitriol; for which way soever Philosophical Vitriol is made, it comes to one 
and the same effect: but of these Vitriols hereafter in the Receipts of mineral 
Menstruums. 

In the third part, he sublimes the Stones or Crystals of the Mercury in a 
close Reverberatory (that is, a Philosophical Egg) always turning it up, till the 
Vitriol of the Mercury is at length fixed into a most red Precipitate. This part 
of the Sublimations of Sulphur and Antimony in a close Reverberatory will 
illustrate. The strongest Aqua fortis being often drawn off from the Sulphur, 
the remaining matter being made thereby black, and then sweetened, he 
reverberates, that is, sublimes in a close Reverberatory, and being sublimed, 
turns up the close Reverberatory, or Philosophical Egg so oft, and continually 
till it comes to a redness, as Antimony, saith he, which will become first 
white (sublimate) then yellow, thirdly red, (precipitate) as Cinnabar; which 
being obtained, you ought to rejoice, for it is the beginning of your Riches: 
This reverberated Sulphur gives a most deep tincture to any Luna, reducing it 
into a most excellent Gold, and preserves a Man's Body in most perfect 
Health: This reverberated fixed Sulphur (observe) is of so great Virtue, as is 
not fitting to declare. Libro. de morte rerum. pag. 95. 

The Reverberation of Antimony 15 in pag. 67. Chyrurgica majoribus: 
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Take of Antimony reduced into a most fine Alcool”, (into Philosophical 
Vitriol with the Circulatum minus, by the way of Mercury in the Circulatum 
majus; or again into a black and sweetened matter by way of Sulphur,) what 
quantity you will, let it be reverberated in a close Reverberatory for the space 
of one Month (continually turning up the Reverberatory, till the matter will 
be no more sublimed) and it will be Volatile and Light, first White, then 
Yellow, then Red, lastly of a Purple or Violet Color: The Antimony being 
thus fixed by sublimation, he extracts the tincture, by the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, which tincture he calls the most Noble, most Precious, 
and only not Divine Essence of Lily. 

In the fourth part he dissolves Mercury being precipitated, and 
extracted by the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, per deliquium, and digests with 
new Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and cohobates, till it ascends through Ше 
Alembic into the primum Ens or Essence of Mercury, Mercury Circulated, 
the Circulatum majus prepared from Mercury, etc. 


In the Receipt we observe, 


1. That Argent vive, Antimony, Sulphur, yea Gold, Silver, and all the other 
Metals, being dissolved in some simple Vegetable Menstruum, then 
reverberated, or by sublimation fixed, dissolved per deliquium, and distilled 
into a liquid substance, are Argent vive, Antimony, Sulphur, Gold, Silver, 
etc. Circulated, or the Circulatum majus made of Mercury, Antimony, 
Sulphur, etc. 

2. That these Menstruums are called Circulatums, because they were by the 
ancient Philosophers Circulated for the space of thirty or forty, sometimes 
sixty Days. 

3. That these are called the greater Circulatums, to be distinguished from the 
less Circulatums, being less excellent, the greater having greater strength, and 
communicating tincture to things that are dissolved in them. 

4. That these Circulatums are the first Beings, or graduated Essences of 
Metals and Minerals, and amongst things Volatile nothing can be more 
excellent than they, they being exalted from a fixed Essence or Astrum, into a 
much more Noble Essence, called an Arcanum. 
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5. That these Circulatums are Medicines, or Medicinal Arcanums. 

6. That these Circulatums are most red. Sublime the Stones, saith 
Paracelsus, till they come to redness. He extracts the tincture of Lily out of 
Antimony reverberated to a Purple or Violet Color; but makes the Soul of 
Metals out of Sulphur reverberated, of which thus: What Hermes said, that 
the Soul alone is the means of joining the Spirit to the Body, was not 
impertinently spoken: For Sulphur being that Soul, and maturing and 
excocting all things, as Fire, it will be also able to bind the Spirit with the 
Body, and incorporate and unite them together, so as from thence to produce 
a very Noble Body: The vulgar combustible Sulphur is not to be reputed the 
Soul of Metals, but the Soul is something more than a combustible and 
corruptible Body, and therefore cannot be burned by any Fire, being all Fire 
itself, and indeed it is nothing else but the Quintessence of Sulphur, which is 
extracted out of Sulphur reverberated by the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine, 
and is of a red Color, and clear as a Ruby: Which is indeed a great a great and 
notable Arcanum to transmute white Bodies, and to coagulate running 
Mercury into fixed and tested Gold: Accept this as commended to you to 
make you rich, and you have reason to be content with this only Secret for 
the transmutation of Metals. Lib. I. de gener. rerum, Nat. pag.87. If Mercury, 
Antimony, and Sulphur fixed by reverberation, and the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, do become more red. From hence we observe, that the 
Menstruums of Diana are of divers Colors, sometimes white, milky and 
opaque; sometimes most clear, sometimes again most red and most 
transparent; so that these Arguments of Bernhard, denying the diaphaneity of 
Menstruums, may be easily resolved: Where Fools, saith he, do out of the 
less Minerals extract corrosive Waters, into which they put any force of 
Metals, and corrode them: for they think that therefore they are dissolved by 
a Natural solution, which solution indeed requires permanence together, that 
is, of the dissolvent, and the dissolved, that from both, as from the Masculine 
and Feminine Seed a new Species may result: I tell you truly, no Water 
dissolves a Metallic Species by Natural Reduction, but that which remains 
with it in matter and 
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form, and which Ше dissolved Metals are able to re-congeal; which happens 
not in any sort of Aqua fortis, but is rather a defiling of the Compositions, 
that is, the Body that is to be dissolved: Nor is that Water pertinent to Bodies 
in solution, which remains not with them in congelations; Mercury 1s of this 
sort, and not Aqua fortis, or that which Fools esteem Mercurial Water, clear 
and diaphanous: For if they divide and obstruct the Homogeneity of Mercury, 
how will the first proportion of the Feminine Seed stand and be preserved? 
Pag. 60. Epist. ad Thoman. The Elixir and Azoth (he goes on) that is, the 
Vital Spirit (Spirit of Life, Philosophical Aqua vitae) and fugitive Soul 
(animated Spirit) are not diaphanous nor transparent, nor clear as the Tear of 
ones Eye, nor any dissolving Spirit. Pag.94. Ejusd. Epist. Which cannot be 
done in a diaphanous, clear and transparent Liquor: because, if the aforesaid 
Elixir and Azoth, that is, Spirit and Soul had or could shew any diaphaneity, 
the Earth would now in proportion have dismissed the Water, and separated it 
self from it, whereas otherwise it would have inspissated and coagulated the 
parts of it, caused an opacity in the Elixir and Azoth, and made the Metallic 
Form to stand congelable: For in restringing fixed Metallic Species, the 
restringer must of necessity act upon the restringible, and the congealer upon 
the congelable, which cannot be done in the aforesaid diaphanous and clear 
Water: otherwise it is in Vegetables, in which a simple and diaphanous Water 
is by decoction inspissated in those Vegetables, which not withstanding 
vanisheth and evaporates at length by the Trial of Fire, because it is not 
permanent and fixed in the Composition, not having an Earth Naturally 
Homogenous to it in Composition with it, as Argent vive has; which Earth is 
indeed the cause of permanent fixion in things Homogenous; wherefore 
simple Water cannot by congelation be fixed with Vegetables, as Mercury 
with Metals: If therefore Mercury hath received diaphaneity in the 
Philosophers Work, it will remain in the quality of the irrestringible 
substance, and will not be congealed upon Laton as to a Metallic Form, 
Species, and Proportion, which carries the congelation of itself neither with 
it, nor in it, as Water does Earth, which Earth, as aforesaid, is indeed 
Mercurial, and the first cause of inspissation, coagulation, and fixation: If 


(143) 


therefore that Water remains not in Metallic Proportion, how can Ше like 
Species be produced from this Composition? They therefore, that think so to 
extract a clear transparent Water out of Mercury, and work many wonders by 
it, are in Error; for suppose they can make such a Water, yet would it be of no 
advantage to the Work, nor to the Nature and Proportion of it, nor could it 
restore or erect a perfect Metallic Species; for so soon as Mercury 15 altered 
from its first Nature, so soon it is excluded from being an ingredient to our 
Philosophical Work, because it hath lost its Spermatick and Metallic Nature. 
By these things therefore it is known, what Truth our Opinion contains, and 
wherein it is contrary and absurd, you asserting it to be necessary, in order to 
perfect the great Elixir, to have a Gum, in which are all things necessary to it, 
containing the four Elements, and is a most clear Water as the Tear of the 
Eye, made Spiritual, which causeth Gold to be a mere Spirit: For one Body 
penetrates not another, but a pure Spiritual substance congealed, is that which 
penetrates and tingeth a Body. Be it as you say, my Honored Doctor! that 
Natures are not joined without a Gum, or Oily Matter etc. 

Had Bernhard disputed only against every Mercurial Water not 
permanent, made diaphanous with Aqua fortis or any other vulgar 
Menstruum, and not also against the most clear Mercurial Water of Thomas 
de Bononia, then the Arguments aforesaid had been of great strength; but 
now the objections against the limpidity of Menstruums as well of this as 
other Adepts are of no validity. The same Earth, while being less than well 
dissolved, is the cause of opacity in Bernhard's permanent Menstruum, the 
very same exactly dissolved is the cause of limpidity with Thomas, 
inspissating and coagulating the Water, as well, if not better, than if it had 
been less dissolved. The diaphaneity of Menstruums is defended by Lully, 
Parisinus, and most of the Adepts: Lully proclaims his Coelum Vinosum to 
be clear, bright, and resplendent as the Stars of Heaven. In Test. novis. pag.8. 
Of which very Menstruum Parisinus' thus, in Appendices Elucidarii, pag.273. 
Vol. 6. Theatrum Chemicum. Then will you see a Quintessence brighter and 
clearer than a Diamond which exceeds the splendor of the Stars, so as to be 
doubted whether it be contained in the Glass or no. 


(144) 


The Tenth Kind. 


Vegetable Menstruums compounded made 
of Vegetable Menstruums compounded, 
and Metallic Bodies. 


52. The Neapolitan Menstruum of Lully”. 
In Exper. 13.“ 


Take Luna, and calcine with common Argent vive, that is, by 
amalgaming, and then grinding the Amalgam with common Salt prepared, 
then evaporate the Mercury with a most gentle Fire, then take away the Salt 
with hot Water distilled, and so you will have Luna calcined. Take the 
calcined Luna, and pour to it four parts of the Mercurial Water (described by 
the three hot Vessels before in Numb. 46.) and the Vessel being covered with 
its Antenotorium set upon Ashes, so as to boil gently, and you will perceive а 
Green or Sea Green Color, which Liquor pour warily into another Vessel, so 
that the Feces be not disturbed, the Matter remaining at the bottom dry with 
an easy Fire, like the heat of the Sun: Then know the weight of the said Calx, 
and pour again four parts of the said Mercurial Water upon one part of the 
said Calx, and the Vessel being covered with its Antenotorium, as above, let 
it boil again gently, the dissolution pour into another Vessel as before, and 
join it with the first dissolution; but remember to keep the said dissolved 
Matter continually in Balneo, till the whole Work of dissolution is completed; 
repeating the Magistry so oft, till the whole Body of Luna be fully dissolved 
and decanted over, which has indeed happened to us at the second time, and 
set it in putrefaction fourteen Days: 
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Then put it in an Urinal, with its Receiver and Alembic, very well luted, and 
distill in a Furnace of Ashes, then increase the Fire, that the Soul of the Body 
may ascend into its Water: The Vessel being cold, examine the weight of the 
Earth of Luna remaining in the bottom, for I believe of one whole Ounce 
there will not remain above two Eights (Drachms) of the Body not dissolved, 
the rest will be perfectly dissolved, (that is, distilled;) But if more of the 
undissolved Earth remains, then pour to it so much of its Water lately 
distilled, as to be three Fingers above it, and the Vessel being covered with an 
Antenotorium, put it in Balneo for a Natural Day, then taking away the 
Antenotorium, and putting on an Alembic with a Receiver very close, distill 
by Ashes; at the end of the distillation increase the Fire as before: This repeat, 
till the whole Body of Luna be passed through the Alembic by an airy 
revolution; and thus will you by the Help of God have a Menstruum, with 
which you may dissolve Sol. 


Annotations. 


Hitherto we have by Argent vive acuated either the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, or Menstruums made with this Spirit, which had so good 
a faculty of dissolving, that most of the Adepts being content with these 
Mercurial Waters, desisted from inquiring after stronger Menstruums. The 
Mercurial Water, which Lully terms Glorious, he saith, is sufficient, yea, a 
proper Menstruum to make the Philosophers Mercury, or Metallic Sal 
Armoniack, out of all Metals and Minerals. You must know, saith he, my 
Son! that in the Truth and Faith of God, no Sulphur of Nature of any Metal 
can be sublimed without this Water of common Argent vive. Test. Noviss. 
Pag.12.* 

But in this Tenth Kind of Menstruums, the Adepts made yet other 
Menstruums, adding moreover divers Bodies, according to the intended 
several uses to the aforesaid Mercurial Waters: Lully, to make a more Noble 
Menstruum for the dissolution of Gold, added Silver to the Mercurial 
Menstruum: If perhaps he wanted a Menstruum for Pearls, he joined Pearls 
with the Mercurial Menstruum: If he had a mind to make Aurum potabile, he 
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prepared a Menstruum out of Gold and Silver, as more suitable to this 
purpose, yet with some Mercurial Menstruum, and so of others, as you will 
observe in the following Examples. 


53. The precious Menstruum for Pearls 
of Lully. 
In Compendium Animae transmutationis. Vol. 4. Theatrum Chemicum.”° 


Take the Liquor of Lunaria of the third or second rectification 
(Philosophical Aqua ardens rectified) pour it upon Argent vive, so as to swim 
three Fingers above it, and putrefy three Natural Days, and a great part of it 
will be dissolved with the Water of Lunaria, which decant, and pour fresh 
Liquor upon the Feces, putrefy in Dung or Balneo, and repeat till all the 
Mercury is reduced into Water, then join all the distillations together, and 
draw off in Balneo, and when you see it in a manner thick, so as to be half a 
Pound of Water of Mercury and Argent vive, (Vegetable and Mineral) 
putrefy six Natural Days, then put in Pearls, and they will within ten Hours 
be dissolved, then exuberate them by the way, which I taught in the 
exuberation of Metals, till they be converted into a Sal (Harmoniack, or 
Sulphur Naturae of Pearls) whereof dissolve one Ounce in a Pound of its 
Menstruum aforesaid, and distill four times, then put in Pearls, and they will 
in half a quarter of an Hour be dissolved, by reason of the greater subtlety of 
the Menstruum. As Silver is joined to the Mercurial Menstruum made by the 
three Fire-hot Vessels, for the Neopolitan Menstruum, (which may be so 
called, because it was revealed to Lully at Neapolis by Arnold de villa nova) 
so this Menstruum for Pearls is made of the Sal Armoniack of Pearls, and the 
Mercurial Menstruum, or Glorious Water of Mercury, which if they be 
Circulated together a convenient time, you will make thereof a Coelum 
perlatum. 
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54. The Mercurial compounded 
Menstruum of Lully. 
In Experim. 34 


Take three Ounces of Luna, and three Ounces of Sol, calcine them 
severally with Mercury, as in the former Experiments, (in the Neopolitan 
Menstruum) then evaporate it from the said Metals, being calcined, put them 
severally in distinct solutory Vessels, and put upon them so much of the 
incalcined Menstruum (described before in Numb. 45.) As will swim four 
Fingers above it: cover the Vessel with an Antenotorium, putrefy in Balneo 
two Days, and two Days more in Ashes with a heat like that of the Sun, 
decant the dissolution, and dry the remainder: being dried, pour upon them of 
the incalcinated Menstruum again as before, putrefying in a close Vessel in 
Balneo, then upon Ashes, and emptying the several dissolutions (of Gold and 
Silver) into their several Vessels as before: If any thing remains undissolved, 
dry and dissolve as before, till all the remainder be fully dissolved, then 
putrefy both dissolutions twenty Natural Days, being putrefied, take the 
dissolutions, and put them severally into their Urinals with their Receivers, 
and having luted the Joints well, distill the Waters of both (Metals) in Balneo; 
in the bottom of the Vessels will remain the Bodies like melted Honey or Oil, 
pour upon those (Oils) again of their own Waters (The Menstruums now 
drained from the Oils) distilled only by Balneo, so as to swim three Fingers 
above the Matter, cover both Vessels with their Antenotoriums, and putrefy 
for a Natural Day: then take away the Antenotoriums; and put on Alembics, 
lute well, and distill upon Ashes, lastly increase the Fire, that the Soul or 
Element of Air may pass over into both their distilled Waters, and last of all 
increase the Fire to the highest degree, that the Element of Fire may pass into 
the Air. But to the Composition of Luna this redness or Fire is not necessary: 
Distillation being completed, let the Vessels cool. Take the Receivers from 
them, and keep them very well stopped, that they may not respire, and put 
distinct Schedules or inscriptions upon them, that when you have occasion, 
you may not take one for the other: 
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Then again to the Earths (of Gold and Silver, left in distillation) pour their 
Waters distilled by Balneo as before, and having put an Antenotorium to it, 
putrefy as before, then distill by Ashes, each Vessel having its own Receiver, 
wherein you kept the Souls of those Bodies, and thus repeat the Magistry till 
the Earths are exanimated and destitute of radical moisture: Then take those 
Earths, grind well, and join them together, then put them in a Glass Egg, and 
keep them in hot Ashes, till I tell you what to do with them: Then take the 
animated Spirit of Luna, and rectify it seven times in Ashes, then take the 
animated Spirit of Sol, and after the same manner rectify it seven times in 
Ashes; the limosities (remaining Earth) which the Spirit of Sol will in every 
rectification eject, keep very close, being the Element of Fire (in the form of 
an Earth.) Having rectified, take the animated Spirit of Sol, and the animated 
Spirit of Luna, and join them together, then Circulate in a large Vessel, as 
that wherein we Circulated the simple Menstruum: continue this Circulation 
sixty Days, in which time you will have a true Mineral Menstruum (not acid, 
but made of Minerals, as Mercury, Gold, and Silver,) by which you may 
operate innumerable Experiments. 

Hereto ought to Бе referred the Menstruum which is called by Basilius. 


55. The sweet Spirit of Mercury of Basilius. 
Cap. 3. Libri de rebus nat. & supernat. 


Take of Natural Cinnabar, or Ore of Mercury, and of the best Ore of 
Gold equal parts, to which being pulverized and mixed, pour the Oil of 
Mercury made of Mercury sublimed, and putrefied (that is, Oil of Mercury 
sublimed alone, no other Ingredients being added, except the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, or some Vegetable Menstruum, without which it cannot 
be made) digest them for a Month, and you will have a Celestial rather than 
Terrestrial extraction, draw off the extraction in Balneo, and the Phlegm 
being taken away, in the bottom will remain a ponderous Oil, dissolving all 
Metals in a moment; to which add of the Spirit of Wine (Philosophical or 
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Fiery Spirit of Wine of Basilius) three parts, Circulate in a Pelican to a Blood 
redness, and incomparable sweetness; being Circulated, pour it upon Tartar 
calcined to whiteness, and distill the Spirit of Mercury with a strong Fire, the 
Spirit of Wine remaining with the Tartar. 

We must distinguish between this Spirit, and another of the same 
Name, lest one be taken for the other: For Basilius prepared also a Spirit of 
Mercury from the white Spint of Vitriol, of which you may read in several 
places, in the Book de particularibus, especially in the particular of Luna; a 
Description of which Spirit is lower among the Mineral Menstruums, because 
it is an acid: But the other, namely, this our Spirit of Mercury, is most sweet 
and fragrant, which you have also in the particular of Luna, as also in the 
seventh Chapter of the Book de rebus nat. «с supernat. where he dissolves the 
Crocus of Luna in the white Spirit of Vitriol, as also in the most fragrant 
Spirit of Mercury. 

Parisinus for Alchymical Tinctures made a Mercurial compounded 
Menstruum, of his Circulatum majus, and the first or middle substance of 
common Argent vive, thus: 


56. The incalcinated Menstruum of Parisinus. 
Cap. G. Apertoris. 


Take of the Circulatum majus (described before in Numb. 50.) One 
Pound, of Mercury prepared, as we shall teach in the tenth Chapter, two 
Ounces, mix, and observe that true putrefaction be made with this 
Menstruum: But when first it is incalcinated, that is, mixed with such 
Mercury, it is no more used for Men's Bodies, but only as Medicines for 
Metals, now the said tenth Chapter 15 this, as followeth: 


Of reducing common Mercury into the first Matter or 
Middle Substance. 


Now my Son! we will give you full instruction and demonstration of 
decocting and reducing common Argent vive into its first Matter, or middle 
substance, and as in the foregoing Chapters we declared the way of 
reincrudating the two Luminaries, so now we will demonstrate the ways and 
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means of decocting Ше said Mercury. First, we will teach Ше way of 
distinguishing good Mercury from bad, sophisticated and corrupted, which 
way it is, to take common Mercury, brought out of Spain in Skins sealed, or 
if you cannot have this, take any other, and put a little of it in a Silver Spoon 
heated so, as to make the Mercury evaporate, and if the remainder of it be of 
a white or citrine Color, ‘it is good; but if of another Color, bad, and not at all 
fit for our Work, because sophisticated: Then take of Roman Vitriol two 
Pounds, melt it in a glazed Vessel, being melted, add one pound of Mercury, 
and as much of common Salt prepared, stir and shake till they be all mixed, 
evaporating the moisture with such a heat as that of the Sun; then take out the 
Matter, grind, and put it in a Sublimatory, and sublime the Mercury by the 
usual degree of Fire: The Vessels being cold, take out the sublimation, to 
which being put into a Retort, pour of the Vegetable Water without Phlegm 
(Philosophical Aqua Vitae rectified) about three or Fingers, let it boil in 
Balneo two Hours, then distill in Ashes, that the Vegetable Water may 
ascend; then cover the Retort with Ashes, and increasing the Fire, the 
Mercury vive will ascend into the Aqua ardens, decant the Water from the 
Mercury, which again sublime with new Matters, and that six times, always 
casting away the Feces: But take notice that these seven sublimations must 
always be transacted in Aludels, because you will in no other way separate 
the adustible powder ascending in the Aludels: And to instruct you, that you 
may not err, I will more distinctly repeat the method of the said seven 
Sublimations: The way is this, to take a Glass Vessel like one of the narrower 
sort of Cucurbits, with its blind Head perforated in the upper part of it; into 
this put two parts of Vitriol very well pulverized, of Mercury one part, and of 
Salt prepared one part, mixing all well the Matter being now gently dried, put 
on a Blind Head, or rather an Aludel, yet observing not to cover the Cucurbit 
with Ashes above one third, the moisture being evaporated by an easy heat, 
stop the Hole of the Aludel with a little Cotton, and increasing, sublime, all 
being cold, take out that which (if not yet cold) dissolve the Feces with hot 
Water, and so you 
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will easily cleanse Ше said Vessel for its use. Now mix new Matters with 
your sublimation, and sublime as before, and this repeat seven times; then 
grind the sublimation into a most fine Powder, put it ш the aforesaid Cucurbit 
with its blind Head, or Aludel, and also with its common Alembic, because of 
the operation differing from the former; the sublimation being put into a 
Cucurbit, pour to it of the simple Animal or Vegetable Menstruum (the 
Animal Menstruum described in Numb. 37. or Vegetable in Numb. 29. but 
here above he ordered him to take Vegetable Water rectified, that 15, Aqua 
ardens) so much, as to be three Fingers above it, cover it with a blind Head, 
put on а common Alembic, and draw off the Menstruum in Balneo, lay aside 
the Alembic again, and put on an Aludel, set the Vessel in Ashes so deep, as 
to cover the Matter in the Glass, give Fire by degrees, till all the moisture is 
exhaled, the Hole in the upper part of the Aludel stop with Cotton, increase 
the Fire, that the Mercury may be sublimed: Sublimation being ended, and 
the Vessel being cold, take away the Aludel, and what you find sublimed in 
it, is not for our purpose; for it is that adust part, which is no Ingredient to our 
Magistry: Then gather the sublimation from the sides of the Cucurbit, which 
will be clear as Crystal, and have a care that it be not mixed with its Feces, 
grind, sift, and put it into the same Vessel, being cleansed from the Feces, 
and pour the Menstruum drawn off in Balneo to it, cover the Vessel with an 
Aludel, digest twelve Hours as before, lay aside the Aludel, put on a common 
Alembic, distill in Balneo, lay aside this Alembic, put on an Aludel, and 
sublime in Ashes, the Feces, as also the adustive part being cast out of the 
Aludel, gather the middle substance out of the Cucurbit dextrously; with this 
method you must sublime seven times, or till it leaves no Feces in the 
Cucurbit: Having obtained this sign, take the said substance, grind, and put it 
in а Glass Vessel, pour to it the simple (either Animal or Vegetable 
Menstruum) the height of three Fingers, cover the Vessel with a blind Head, 
digest gently two Days in Ashes, then decant the dissolution into another 
Vessel, and that which remains in the Vessel, dry with a temperate heat, like 
that of the Sun, to which pour new Menstruum, covering the Vessel with a 
blind Head as before, and repeat the same method, till all the dissolvable part 
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is dissolved, and in the bottom of the Glass will remain an in dissolvable 
Earth, to be cast away, as nothing worth: Now take all the dissolution, that is, 
your decantations, and distill in Balneo, and the Menstruum being distilled, 
put on an Aludel, and in Ashes sublime the Crystalline substance, which may 
truly be called the first Matter of Mercury; this is that middle substance, with 
which we incalcinate our Menstruum, (Circulatum majus, described in 
Numb. 50.) and make infinite particulars, as we have taught you before: This 
also is called the Mineral Stone. Now, my Son! will you be able to proceed 
by infinite ways, yet following these which I have showed you; and 
remember, that Mercury thus reduced, is that, which our Captain Raymund 
speaks of, making mention of the Mineral Stone, as also in the last Chapter of 
his Book, named Vade mecum’’, апа in many other places of his Volumes. 
This is that Mercury which Amold de Villa nova, treats of in his Rosarium, 
and we declare to you, except Mercury be reduced into the first Matter with 
the said Vegetable or Animal Water, it is altogether impossible to do any 
good with it, by reason of its great Corruption, occasioned by the crudity of 
it. 


From the Receipts of this Kind we observe: 


1. That Menstruums may and ought to be made according to the designed 
uses, for they are desired not only to dissolve Bodies promiscuously, but 
rightly also, that the tinctures of things dissolved may not by any 
Heterogeneous tinctures of the Menstruums be inquinated, but rather 
illustrated. 

2. That these Menstruums being once compounded, the oftener the 
Composition is repeated by adding new Matter, are endowed with so much a 
greater Virtue; whereas on the contrary it is manifest, that common 
Menstruums are this way debilitated. 

3. That these Menstruums are most fragrant, and of exceeding sweetness and 
redness, yet nevertheless called Acetum accerrimum, which dissolves Gold 
into a Spirit. 

4. That these Menstruums are the Essences or Magisteries of Metals made by 
Magisteries or Essences, and mixed together into compounded Circulatums. 
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5. That these compounded Circulatums may be made not only of Gold and 
Silver, but also of imperfect Metals and Minerals. 

6. That Sal Armoniack may be made of Corals, and other arids, as well as 
Pearls. 

7. That Parisinus his first Matter of Mercury is an Essence rather than a 
Magistry, it is indeed sooner prepared than the Mercurial Sal Armoniack of 
Lully, but is not of the same, but less Virtue. 

8. That Parisinus defends Arnold de Villa nova in his way of subliming 
Mercury, (described in the Rosarium) against his Consort Bernhard. 

9. That this first Matter of Mercury is a Poison; wherefore Parisinus the 
Author gives caution that it is not to be used for humane Medicines, but 
Metals only, yet if this incalcinated Menstruum be Circulated as the rest, it 
becomes harmless, and an excellent Medicine. 
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The Eleventh KIND. 


Vegetable compounded Menstruums graduated, 
made of the compounded Vegetable 
Menstruums, impregnated with the 

influences of Heaven and Earth. 


57. The Etherial and Terrestrial Waters of Metals 
of Lully for the making of 

Precious Stones. 

Canon. 43. distinct. 1. Lib. Quint. Essen. 


Take the Water of Mercury, made by the way, which we declared in 
our (Novissimum) Testamentum, and in Libro Mercuriorum (the Mercurial 
Menstruum, or Glorious Water of common Argent vive, described before in 
Numb. 44.) And in that Water, Son! you must dissolve one half Ounce of the 
purest Luna, after the filtered dissolution, separate the Water from the Feces 
(distill the Menstruum from the Silver through an Alembic) in which the 
limosity of the Silver will ascend: This Water, Son! resolves all other Bodies, 
and Argent vive itself, by Virtue of which, Son! Pearls are reformed by the 
way which I told you in our Testamentum, and in the Compendium super 
Testamentum & Codicillum missum Regi Roberto. 

The second Water is thus made: Take half an Ounce of Lead, and of the 
aforesaid Water as much as sufficeth, when you see the Lead dissolved, 
separate the Water by filtered distillation (filter the dissolution of the Lead) 
and throw out the Feces, as nothing worth, then distill the Water by Balneo 
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(draw off the Menstruum in Balneo) and keep Ше Feces (Ше dissolved Lead) 
for occasion. 

The third Water is thus made: Take of Copper one Ounce, and dissolve 
it in as much of the first Water as you please, and let it rest in its Vessel, in a 
cold place, for a Natural Day, then separate the Green Water through a Filter, 
and pour out the first Feces, (that which remains in the Filter must be cast 
away) then distill the Water through an Alembic, and keep the second Feces. 

The fourth Water is thus made: Take one Ounce of the purest Tin of 
Cornwall, which is pure than any other, and dissolve it in a quantity of the 
first Water, and distill (through a Filter) that Water (dissolution) with its 
limosity, and the Feces which remain cast away, then distill the Water 
through an Alembic, and keep (the residue, or Tin dissolved) the second 
Feces. 

The fifth Water is thus made: Take of the purest Iron one Ounce, and 
dissolve it in a sufficient quantity of the first Water, then distill through a 
Filter, and cast away the Feces, distill the Water through an Alembic, and 
keep the second Feces. 

The sixth Water is thus made: Take of the purest Gold one Ounce, and 
dissolve it as I told you in my Testamentum, that is, with pure Lunaria (the 
simple Vegetable Menstruum without Argent vive and Silver) mixed with 
such a weight of the fifth Water (now prepared from Iron) and do, as you did 
with the other. 

You may also, Son! dissolve all those Metals in this order: Having 
made the first Water, in it dissolve the Metal, which we commanded you to 
dissolve after the second way (to wit Lead) then do with it as we told you 
before. In this second Water dissolve the third Metal, (Copper) and in the 
Water of the third Metal dissolve the fourth Metal, (Tin) and in the Water of 
the fourth Metal dissolve the fifth Metal (Поп) and in the Water of the fifth 
Metal dissolve the sixth Metal (Gold). 

Take which of those Waters you like best to dissolve a Metal. Son! 
these limosities of Metals are called Quintessences, or Mineral Mercury, 
which the Philosophers esteemed in Ше Alchymical work (in Alchymical 
Tinctures) and the Lapidisick, (in the making of Precious Stones) and in the 
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Medicinal Work (in Ше preparing of Medicines). But Son! in Ше Alchymical 
Work those Quintessences ought to be more subtle, and to be done by 
dividing the Elements as we (in the third Book of this Volume) shall declare, 
but in (making Precious) Stones, the Quintessence (aforesaid) are not so, in 
such a subtle Matter, but in Medicine either of them (this two fold way of 
preparing) may be used. 

Having spoken of the Quintessences of Minerals (of Metallic Waters) 
how we are to make them, it is now convenient to speak of the division of 
them in general. And my Son! do thus; When your Metals are dissolved, you 
must divide every Water (being first filtered, and distilled from its remainder) 
and every divided Water (now distilled) into two parts, and one part of every 
part you must put with its own Feces (the remaining Metal, which the Water 
had left in distillation) into a Glass Alembic, and distill a Limus“ deserti, 
which is Air made out of two Bodies, (or Metals) in the Furnace, which we 
designed you first with a gentle Fire, shining with great Mineral Luster, and 
with great limosity appropriated to receive Celestial Virtues: And put every 
one of those Waters into a Glass Vessel, with a long Neck and round, and 
then stop the Mouth of it with common Wax, and after that with Mastic, and 
every of those Vessels put in the open Air so, as that neither Stone, nor any 
other hurtful thing may touch the Glass. Son! Take the material Feces, from 
which you dissolved the Limus, which are the second Feces left in the 
distillation of the Waters which you put in the Air. (Take the Caput mortuum 
from the distillation of every Limus desertus, or the third Feces, for the first 
remaining in the Filter were cast away, from the second the Limus desertus 
was distilled; now the Feces of the Limus desertus are those which he here 
calls the second) and put them in a Glass Vessel with a long Neck, which 
may contain two hands breadth, and put in part of its own Water, which was 
reserved from that aforesaid Limus substance, and stop the Vessel with a 
Stopple of Wax, and with Leather and Mastic, as you did to the other, and 
Bury them (Waters of Metals) in a Garden, in an Earth, halfa Yard deep, and 
put also something about the Neck of the Vessels, which may appear above 
ground, for the preservation of them, and let them be there for one whole 
Year: Son! the Waters which are put into the Earth are of one Nature, and 
those which are put in the Air of another; for Son! those which are put into 
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Ше Earth have а hardening, coagulating, and fixing Virtue and Quality; and 
those which are in the Air, have the Virtue and Property of being hardened, 
coagulated and fixed: The Year being ended, you will have all that is desired 
in the World for this Work, etc. 


Annotations. 


You will perhaps wonder, that we have assigned this so high a place to 
these Menstruums, they being inferior to many Menstruums, of the 
antecedent Kinds, as to Ingredients, as well as to the method of preparations; 
but though it be so, nevertheless these Menstruums are by being exposed to 
the Air for a Year, or for so long a time committed to the Earth, made better 
and more excellent than the aforesaid Menstruums, as will appear hereafter 
by the use of them: We will at present explain the methods of making these 
Waters: The Waters of the first method he makes thus: He dissolves Lead, 
Copper, Tin, Iron, and Gold in the Glorious Water of Argent vive, acuated 
moreover with Luna, filters every dissolution, casting away the Feces, draws 
off the filtered dissolutions in Balneo to dryness, divides the distilled Waters 
into two parts, in one of which he dissolves its own Metal left in the drawing 
off of the dissolution, which he then distills into a Liquor, which he calls 
Limus desertus, Quintessence, or Mineral Mercury, and hangs it in the air for 
a Year, to be his Etherial Water: The Caput mortuum of the Limus desertus 
he dissolves in the other part of the Water reserved, and Buries it in the Earth 
for his Terrestrial Water. In Compendio Animae transmutationis pag. 208. 
Volum. 4. Theatrum Chemicum”. He adds also the Waters of common 
Mercury and Silver to the rest; the Mercury Water is thus made; Take of 
common Mercury one Ounce and dissolve it in the dissolving Water 
(aforesaid) in the digestion of I. (Ashes) distill through a Filter, regard not the 
Feces, but keep the second (left in the bottom) after distilling through an 
Alembic. 

The Water of Luna is thus made: Take one Ounce of the purest Silver, 
dissolve it in what quantity of the dissolving Water you please, distill through 
a Filter, and cast away the first Feces, then distill through an Alembic in the 
digestion of H. (Balneo), and keep the second Feces, you must keep the 
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second Feces of all Ше Waters in their own Vessels, every one by itself. 
Moreover (in Compendio Animae) he divides not the distilled Waters into 
equal parts, as in Libro Essentiae, but draws off the dissolutions of Metals by 
distilling one half for the Terrestrial Water, and distills the other half for the 
Etherial Water. You must indeed, saith he, be cautious in resolving the 
Limus, because you are to make two Waters or parts of every Limus, 
distilling one half of the Limus, which you must keep apart, because the 
Terrestrial Water is made of that first part, and you must likewise distill the 
other (half) part, which the Aerial Water is made of, which is hung in the Air 
as aforesaid, for a Year, Pag. 209. Volum.4. Theatrum Chemicum. 

The Waters made by the latter method are more compounded than 
those of the first, the first were prepared promiscuously with the Lunar 
Menstruum, the second not so; for the Water of Lead is made by the Lunar 
Menstruum, of which Water of Lead is made the Water of Copper; of this 
Water of Copper is made the Water of Tin; from the Water of Tin he prepares 
the Water of Iron, but the Water of Gold is made with the Lunar Menstruum, 
to which is added half of the Water of Iron. O wonderful mixture! I will not 
say, confusion of Metals! yet doubtless the most acute Philosopher had 
reasons for it. This method is also in Lapidario, Cap.9. & sequentibus. 


From the Receipts we observe: 

1. That the Etherial Waters are the Essences of Metals, exposed to the 
influences of the Heavens for a Year. 

2. That the Terrestrial Waters are the Bodies of Essences, dissolved in their 
own Menstruums, and Buried fora Year. 

3. That the Essences of not only Metals, but the whole Mineral Kingdoms do 
by such a method yield Etherial and Terrestrial Waters. 

4. That these Waters acquire their principle Virtues by being impregnated 
with the Stars of Heaven. 

The Adepts held divers Opinions concerning the Influences of the 
Heavens. Some would have the Situations, Aspects, and determinate Times 
of the Planets to be highly necessary to this Work, but others thought the 
contrary: Amongst the Affirmers let us hear Thomas Norton, an English 
Adept, who thus in the Sixth Chapter of his Ordinal. Pag.99. of Theatrum 
Chemicum. Britannicum. 
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The Fifth Concord is known well of Clerks, 
Between the Sphere of Heaven, and our subtle Werks; 
Nothing in Earth hath more simplicity, 

Than th' Elements of our Stone will be: 
Wherefore they being in Work of Generation, 
Have most Obedience to Constellation. 

Whereof Concord most kindly and convenient, 

Is a direct and fiery Ascendent; 

Being Sign common for this Operation, 

For multitude of their Iteration: 

Fortune your Ascendant with his Lord also, 
Keeping Ш" Aspect of Shrews them fro; 

And if they must let, or needly infect, 

Cause them to look with a Trine Aspect. 

For the white Work may Fortunate the Moon, 

For the Lord of the fourth House likewise be it done; 
For that is Thesaurum absconditum of Old Clerks, 
So of the Sixth House for Servants of the Werks: 
Save all them well from great Impediments, 

As it is in Picture, or like the same Intents. 

Unless then your Nativity pretend Infection, 

In contrariety to this Election, 

The Virtue of the mover of the Orb is formal, 

The Virtue of the Eight Sphere is here Instrumental: 
With her Signs and Figures, and parts aspectual, 
The Planets Virtue is proper and special. 

The Virtue of the Elements is here material, 

The Virtue infused resulteth of them all: 

The firstis like to a Work-man's Mind, 

The second like his Hand ye shall find; 

The third is like a good Instrument, 

The remnant like a thing wrought to your Intent: 
Make all the Premises with other well accord, 
Then shall your Merits make you a great Lord. 


Amongst the Deniers is Lully himself: Who thus; we say not, that it is 
the business of an Artist to operate with the Figures and Images of Heaven, 
by the knowledge of their motions as many Philosophers affirm: But it is 
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enough for you to know Ше influence of Ше Celestial heat, informed by Ше 
Figure of the Heaven and Stars, by reason of which, Virtues are infused into 
Matter being aptly appropriated, which receives them by the Natural Industry 
of an Artist with resolution, which is done by Art imitating Nature, etc. And 
in this Point the Philosophers have been mistaken, in reprehending those Men 
that knew, that the Celestial Virtue is too common to every elemented 
Nature; for by its great Nobleness it takes determination at any time, because 
in things mixed it is influenced as well by Art as by Nature, and this is done 
by reason of the Natural Virtues, which are the subject and proper detainer of 
it in such a manner, as that it receives such a Virtue, according to the 
properties of the Matter, and its Kind, which afterwards effects such things 
by Nature, as are reputed for a Miracle. In like manner let every Artist take 
Notice, that Nature cannot operate but by the succession of the least particles, 
nor also can it receive any Virtues but by the succession of its operation, nor 
can they also do all at once, nor can the Constellations suffer the Station of 
any time punctually in a certain Virtue, which may not be immediately 
varied: And it being also granted, that it might, the time of Constellation is so 
small by reason of the Circles of revolution, as that it may sooner pass from 
one Virtue to another, etc. Lib. Essen. dist. I. Pag. 18. 

An ingenious Artist, saith Paracelsus, will by diligent animadversion be 
able to prepare Metals, so that being guided by true reason, he may promote 
the perfection of transmuting Metals, by his own work or conduct better, than 
by Courses of the twelve Celestial Signs, and seven Planets, which therefore 
to observe, will be superfluous, as also the Aspects, the ill or good times, day 
or hour, the prosperous or unhappy State of this or another Planet, which 
cannot help, much less hurt in the Art of Natural Alchymy; if otherwise, you 
have a true possible process, operate as you please; but if there be any defect 
in you, or your Operations, and Understanding, the Planets and Celestial 
Constellations will fail you. Coelum. Phil. Pag.125.°° 

If they allege, saith Geber, that the perfecting of Metals is from a 
certain situation of one or more Stars which we know not, we answer, that we 
regard not this situation and motion, nor also is it necessarily requisite for us 
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to know it: because there is not any species of things generable and 
corruptible, but Generation and Corruption may be daily and in every instant 
made from the individuals of it: And it is therefore manifest, that such a 
position of the Stars is every Day good, and able to perfect, and simply to 
corrupt all the species whatever of Individuals. It is not therefore necessarily 
expedient for an Artist to expect the place of the Stars, though it might be 
useful; because it is sufficient for him only to dispose and administer the way 
of Nature, that She, who is wife, may dispose the situations of those able 
Bodies agreeing: For Nature can perfect nothing without the motion and 
position of the Planets. Wherefore if you dispose, and duly consider the 
Artifice of Nature, whatsoever may be the contingents of this Magistry, it 
will be perfected under a due position by Nature agreeable to it, without the 
consideration of it: For when we see a Worm produced from a putrefied Dog 
or other Animal, we do not presently consider the position of the Stars, but 
the disposition of the ambient Air, and other causes conducing to 
putrefaction, besides that position: And from such a consideration we know 
sufficiently, that Worms are produced according to Nature: For Nature finds 
convenient places for itself, though we may be ignorant of them. Summa 
perfect. Lib.1.parte.2 Cap.11. 

Petrus Bonus of Ferraria hath the same Opinion of Influences. As to the 
ninth reason, saith he, we say it is true, that Forms are introduced into things 
below, by the motion and the light of Celestial Bodies, and by their particular 
Positions and Aspects; but it is not necessary for us to know, nor can we 
know them, but in a confused manner, as in some things by the Sun, who is 
the cause of the four Seasons of the Year; Sowing, Reaping, and Planting 
being done at certain Seasons; and some Animals, as Horses, Asses, and 
Hawks, Conjunctions are made in order to Coition and Generation at some 
certain Periods of the Sun; but in some these things are done at any time 
indifferently, as in Man, Pigeons, Hens, etc. Wherefore if we would generate 
a Worm out of putrefying Flesh, we do not consider any position of the Stars, 
but only the disposition of the ambient Air, and other causes of putrefaction: 
Likewise, if we put Eggs in Dung, or such a like place for the production of 
Chickens, the Form will be given at any time in the place and 
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time predestinated by Ше Celestial Powers, without our consideration herein: 
After the same manner in the Generation of Lime and Vitriol, and Gold, and 
Silver, or Sulphur, and Ceruse, and Minium, and Cinnabar, likewise in the 
Composition of Theriacle, and other Confections, because these things may 
be done at any time, and any hour; for the Celestial Virtue is very common to 
all things, which are the subject of it in things Elemented and the Elements 
themselves, because, as aforesaid, the Celestial Virtues do operate in the 
whole Nature of things capable of Generation and Corruption continually 
according to the disposition of the Matter, either properly or commonly: 
Wherefore said Lilium, The Work is not caused by the motion of the Powers 
above, because it may be done at any time. And Rasis in 70. in Libro 
Reprehensionis: Time operates not anything in this; and adds because should 
time operate in it, it would be of no esteem amongst the People. If therefore 
all contingents in this Magistry concur rightly in their time, their Form will be 
introduced under a due Position and Aspect of the Stars, at the time prefixed 
in the Matter, without any consideration herein: And therefore said Plato, 
According to the merit of the Matter, are the Celestial Virtue infused, etc. But 
as to those things, in which an accidental, new, and hidden Form is infused 
by the Celestial Powers, as is manifest in Arte Imaginum Caelestium, it is 
necessary for us to know and observe the determined Positions and Aspects 
of the Celestial Bodies, according to the time proposed: Because such a Form 
is imprinted by such alone, and at such a time and no other, as appears in the 
Books of Astrology concerning the Election of Hours, Images, and Wars, 
Buildings, Journey, etc. Wherefore Alchymy being no such Art, therefore 15 it 
not expedient for a Man to know these things. Margarita Pretiosa, Pag. 731: 
Vol.5. Theatrum Chymicum.”' 
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The Twelfth KIND. 


Compounded Vegetable Menstruums most 
highly exalted, made of compounded 
Vegetable Menstruums graduated. 


58. The Etherial and Celestial Limes of Lully, 
for the making of Alchymical Tinctures. 
In Testam. Novissimo. 


Take the Sulphur of Gold, (the Philosophers Mercury made of Gold, or 
Sal Armoniack of Sol) put it in a Glass Vessel, and pour to it as much as it 
weighs of the Celestial Vegetable Menstruum (the Coelum Vinosum of Lully 
described in Num.30.) which you know already; put it in digestion of Balneo 
six Days, then distill by Balneo; then pour on new Menstruum according to 
the weight of it, and digest in Balneo six Days, then set it in Ashes one Day, 
distilling all that can be distilled, and put it with the other distilled before: 
And again pour on new Menstruum, and digest and distill as before; and 
continue the repetition of this Royal Magistry, till all the said Earth, or 
Sulphur is emptied of its Air, which is done in two and twenty times, if you 
know how to operate: Then take all the distillations and put them in Balneo, 
and distill the whole Menstruum, and see if all the Air remains in the Form of 
a Liquor, then will you know that the Earth is emptied of its Air, but if not, 
repeat with new Menstruum in Balneo, digesting and distilling in Ashes as 
before three times, and then will all our Sulphur be freed from its Air: Then 
take the Air which you kept, and upon it put its whole Menstruum, which is 
that with which you emptied the Air, and pour it upon the Earth of the 
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Sulphur of Gold, and put it in digestion in Balneo eight Days, then distill all 
the Menstruum in the said Balneo for one Day, and another in Ashes, draw 
off all the Air and Fire, as much as you can, namely, in another Receiver, 
which you will know, when the Air begins to change the reddish Color. Keep 
that Fire apart, and again put the Air with the Menstruum drawn from it, or 
with the other, and put it to the Earth in Balneo, and digest six Days, and in 
the said Balneo distill all the Menstruum for one Day, and the Fire in Ashes, 
separating then every one by itself as you did before, and keep the Fire in 
Balneo: And again put the Air with the Menstruum upon the Earth, in which 
is the Fire, and digest as before, and this Magistry repeat, till the Earth is well 
emptied of its Fire, which is done in forty times or repetitions. Then must you 
sublime the Earth after this manner; Take that Earth which remained after the 
separation of the Air and Fire, and put it in a Glass Vessel, and pour upon it 
of the Vegetable Menstruum, according to the quantity of the Earth, and set it 
in Balneo for a Natural Day, then another Day distill in Ashes; and again put 
of the said Menstruum according to the weight of the Earth, and digest in 
Balneo the space of one Day, and distill in Ashes another Day, and again 
repeat, digesting in Balneo, and distilling in Ashes, till all the Earth is 
converted into an impalpable Powder: Then take that, and put of the 
Menstruum upon it according to its weight, and digest in Balneo two Days, 
then distill in Ashes one Day, and put the distillation in Balneo: Then take the 
Earth, and put again of other Menstruum equal to its weight, digest two Days, 
and distill as before; proceed in repeating the inhumations and distillations till 
the Earth has passed through the Alembic together with the Menstruum: That 
Earth being thus mixed with the Menstruum, is called Argent vive exuberated 
according to the intention of the Alchymists: put therefore those distillations 
wherein is that Earth, to be distilled by Balneo, and draw off the Menstruum, 
and the Earth, will remain dry and prepared in the bottom of the Vessel, 
which keep: Thus Son! have you the Elements of the Sulphur of Gold divided 
with the help of God. Then must you have the Sulphur of Silver, (The 
Philosophers Mercury prepared from Silver, or the Sal Armoniack of Luna) 
and separate the Elements from it, separating the Air with the Menstrual 
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Water, and Ше Fire with Ше Air and Water, and Ше Earth subliming with Ше 
Menstruum, and cause it to pass through the Alembic with the same 
Menstruum. Thus have you, my Son! the Elements of the white Sulphur, and 
the Elements of the red Sulphur separated and divided: Now take the 
Menstruum or Water with which you separated the Elements of the Sulphurs 
of Gold and Silver, and for every Pound of the Menstruum in which you 
dissolved the Gold, dissolve one Ounce of Gold; and in the Menstruum 
wherein you dissolved the Silver, an Ounce of Silver; and put either of them 
by itself in a Vessel of Circulation in Balneo or Dung, the space of fifteen 
Days, and there it will be strengthened into its Menstrual Nature: This Water, 
Son! we call Elemented Menstruum, or Water washed and drawn from the 
Feces of the Earth. Now take the two Elements, namely, the Air and Fire of 
the Sulphur of Gold, put them together into a Glass distilling Vessel, and 
distill in Ashes with a most temperate heat, till you have three parts of five 
distilled in the Receiver, then let it cool, and that which is distilled receive by 
it self, and distill it seven times, and keep it apart, then distill that which you 
left; when you have distilled three parts of five, continue distilling the two 
which remained, till you see the Fire congealed at the sides of the Vessel, let 
it cool till the Fire be congealed, (he means that which ascends as yet moist 
before the sublimation of the Matter from these two parts left) 15 called the 
second Air and Tincture, and we call it our Secret, and our Treasure and the 
Vapor of the Elements: This, my Son! you must rectify by seven distillations 
or rectifications, and the Earth, which after the distillation of the first and 
second Air you drew out of the Vessels, in which you distilled the first and 
the second Air, put in the Fire to be congealed, and that Earth is called Fire: 
Now Son! prepare this Fire after this manner. Put it ina distilling Vessel, and 
upon it pour its own Water, which is that wherewith you separated the 
Elements of the Sulphur of Gold, when we commanded to reduce it to a fifth 
Spirit in the Vessel of Hermes, and said, Take the Water washed from the 
Feces of the Earth (otherwise the Elemented Menstruum of Sol) five parts of 
its weight, that is, five Ounces of the said Water (Elemented Menstruum of 
Gold) to one Ounce of the said Fire, and digest in Balneo eight 
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Days, then distill in Ashes most gently, and again pour new Water, namely 
five parts, digest and distill as before, repeating this method seven times, and 
so you have the Fire and Earth (of the Sulphur of Gold) calcined by 
Philosophical calcination: and they are the two Elements of the red Sulphur 
prepared for the desert Limes. And take notice, that you must put the Earth of 
the white Sulphur, which you calcined and prepared after the separation of 
the Elements of the red Sulphur with the Earth, which you drew from the Air 
mixed with the Fire, and put both with the Fire congealed. Now Son! take the 
Earth of the Sulphur of Silver, which remained after the separation of the 
Elements, and prepare it, as you did in calcining and preparing the Earth of 
Gold, after the separation of the Elements sublimed together with the 
Menstruum, and reduced into an impalpable Powder, and carried through the 
Alembic with the same Menstruum. You may also prepare the Earth of the 
Sulphur of Silver with the Menstruum, that you used is separating the 
Elements of the Sulphur of Silver: Then have you the Earths of the Sulphur 
of Gold and Silver prepared by themselves, which you will know by the sign 
given you, that is, putting a little of it upon a red hot Plate of Luna, the 
greater part will fume away: Then take those Earths in equal weight and 
ounces, and put them in a preparing Vessel, then take the Menstruum, with 
which you prepared the Elements of Luna, and in one pound of it, put one 
Ounce of the Vegetable Sulphur, which we showed you how to make from 
the Earth of Wine (Vegetable Sal Armoniack made of the Earth of 
Philosophical Wine) and distilling, make the whole pass through the 
Alembic, and then will you have the Menstruum, with which you extracted 
the Elements of the Sulphur of Luna, animated and acuated: Then Son! you 
must mix and prepare the Earths of the aforesaid Sulphurs (that is of Gold 
and Silver) together, allowing of the said Menstruum, now animated and 
acuated, a fourth part of their weight, digesting and drying, as is done in the 
making of the Sulphur (of Nature, or Sal Armoniack) till they have drank up 
four parts of the said Menstruum, and are disposed to sublimation, which you 
must sublime with a Fire of the fourth degree: And observe that all those 
preparations and distillations of the Earths are to be done in Balneo: And thus 
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Son! have you our Sulphur or Matter, or Vegetable and Metallic Earth in one 
Kind united, for the making of the Glorious, High, and Virtuous Stone, which 
will transform common Argent vive into perfect Sol or Luna, without the 
help of Fire, but as the Eye of a Basilisk, which kills Animals by sight alone: 
But it is your interest Son! to use great diligence, and exquisite Ingenuity in 
making the Roots of this high and lofty Tree, which roots we call desert 
Limes, in which the whole Virtue of Heaven and Earth relating to this 
Magistry will be infused: And the way is this, 

Take of the Vegetable (and Mineral) Earth or Sulphur, which you 
united in one Kind, by sublimation, which is that which you called the Earth 
of Sulphur in one Kind united, put it in a Glass Vessel, and pour so much as it 
weighs of the Menstruum, with which you separated the Elements of the 
Sulphur of Luna, and prepared the said kind of Earth, and put it ina 
Philosophical Balneo three Natural Days, and in that time it will be all 
dissolved, which being thus dissolved, put in a common Balneo, and distill 
the Menstruum, and the Earth united to its kind will by sublimation remain as 
an Оп, which we call the Philosophers Ointment; and it is one of the Secrets, 
which we take care to have concealed: Then, 

Take of that Oil or Ointment aforesaid ten Drachms, and of the rectified 
Air of the Sulphur of Luna one Drachm (not one Ounce: And of the Air of 
the Sulphur of Sol one Drachm) and distill in a Fire of Ashes, and that which 
is distilled, which is almost all, 15 called the Terrestrial desert Limes, keep it. 
Take of the Element of the (Fire) Sulphur of Gold already prepared and 
congealed ten Drachms (not twenty) and of the Element of Air (Sulphur) of 
Luna one Drachm, and of the Element of the Air of Sulphur of Gold another 
Drachm, and put all in Ashes, and distill; that which is distilled from it, which 
is almost all, is called the Etherial desert Limes; keep it for occasion. 

Take of the Element of the Fire of the Sulphur of Gold one Drachm or 
two, and rectify it again thus, pouring upon it five parts of its own 
Menstruum, which is that, with which you separated the Elements of the 
same Sulphur of Gold, and put it to digest in Balneo for one Natural Day, 
then distill in Ashes what you can: And again pour the said Menstruum upon 
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it, digest and distill by Ashes, and repeat, till it be all passed over by a Fire of 
Ashes. Then take its weight of the said Vegetable Earth, united and sublimed 
together (prepared above) and you must unite them together (with the 
distilled Element of Fire) and not distill, but so lay it aside, and it 15 called the 
Terrestrial desert Limes, (of Gold) not vaporized. 

Take of the said Earth (in one kind united) one Drachm, and of the Oil 
of the Air (of the Sulphur) of Luna one Drachm, mix them together, and you 
will make the same Magistry, as you did with the precedent Gold, and it is 
called the Terrestrial desert Limes lunificated (not) vaporized. 

We do now think good to show the way of celisicating and preparing 
those (Limes) in order to receive the Virtues of Heaven and Earth, and the 
way is this: Take Brass or Iron Cages, and let them be like those wherein 
Parrots whistle, but the twigs must be closer, so that no Earth, neither 
Celestial nor Terrestrial can enter, but only the vapor of Heaven and Earth, 
which you will have by Influence. 

Take the Limes (above mentioned, Terrestrial desert) made of ten 
Drachms of the Earth or Sulphur united, which 15 that which you united with 
the Earth of the Sulphur of Silver, and reduced into an Oil or Ointment; and 
of one Drachm of the Air (of Sulphur) of Luna, and one Drachm of the Air 
(of Sol) mixed, and that Limes put in a Glass Vessel with a long Neck exactly 
Sealed with the Seal of Hermes, and put it in the Cage, and set it one Arm or 
two deep, and let it stand a Year and half, or at least a Year, covering it well 
with Earth, and keeping it from all dangers, and in that time will it be made а 
powerful Water, with wonderful fixative Virtues of the Stone, and it hath 
admirable Virtues acquired from Heaven, which it attracted from the Vapors 
of the Earth. Son! depend upon this. 

Take the Limes (above declared, Etherial desert), which you made of 
ten Drachms of the Fire of the Sulphur of Gold, and of one Drachm of the Air 
of the Sulphur of Luna (and one Drachm of the Air of the Sulphur of Sol) and 
put it in another Glass Vessel with a long Neck Hermetically Sealed, and put 
it in another Cage, and hang it in the Air on a Tree, or any private place, free 
from all Wind, Dust, and Danger; leave it a Year and half, or a whole Year at 
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least, as we said of the other, and so will be made a clear Water endowed 
with the Virtue of hardening, fixing, congealing, penetrating, and making the 
Stone Volatile, and is called the Mercury of Air of most acute penetration. 

Take the (Terrestrial desert) Limes of Gold not vaporized, nor 
coelificated (neither distilled through an Alembic, nor circulated) which is 
that, that you made (by merely mixing) of one Drachm of the Element of the 
Fire of the Sulphur of Sol, and of one Drachm of the Earth (united in its 
Kind) and that (take also the Terrestrial desert Limes lunificated, not 
vaporized) which you made out of one Drachm of the Earth of Sulphur 
united, and one Drachm of the Air (of the Sulphur) of Luna, and put those 
Limes every one by itself in a Glass Vessel Sealed, as was said of the other, 
and put it in the Earth the depth of one Arm for a whole Year in a Cage, and 
in that time will be made a Water of wonderful Virtue in joining Bodies, and 
content yourself with this. 

Take the Limes which you made out of ten Drachms of the Fire or Air, 
and one of the Earth, and take that which remains of the Air (of the Sulphur) 
of Luna, because you took but three Drachms of it, when you made the 
Limes, and let it hang in the Air in a Glass Vessel Sealed, and in a Cage, as 
you did with the other, and there will it receive the Celestial Virtues, which 
are the means of Conjunction between the Limes of the Earth, and the Limes 
of the Fire, and other Limes also. 

Take the second Air (the Menstruum Elemented, in which were 
dissolved the Air and Fire of the Sulphur of Gold, and gently drawn off, that 
is, three parts only from five of it) which is that, which you drew from the 
Fire congealed, which we called Philosophical Oil, and Philosophical 
Treasure (not that, which is also called the Philosophers Ointment, made of 
the Earth united in one Kind, but that which was called the Vapor of the 
Elements) and put it by itself in another Glass Vessel well Sealed, and put it 
in the Air near the other, which you put for a whole Year. 

Take the Menstruum with which you separated the Elements of the 
Sulphur of Luna (and that Menstruum, wherewith you separated the Elements 
of the Sulphur of Sol) and put in every Vessel, wherein is Menstruum of 
Luna (and the Menstruum of Sol) one Drachm of Sulphur 
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(ог Vegetable Sal Harmoniack) and set it in Balneo, then in Ashes, till you 
have made it all go over with every Menstruum by itself: Then each 
Menstruum being thus rectified or animated, put in a Glass Vessel Sealed by 
themselves in their Cages, and hang them in the Air near the other, for a 
Year. 

Take the Oleagineity of Luna (the first, or first Air) which is that, 
which you drew from the Earth of Luna, when you prepared it for the making 
of the Sulphur of Luna, which we commanded you to keep, and said it should 
be for the making (of the Sulphur of Nature) put it in a Glass Vessel Sealed in 
the Air, and there it will be made a Fluxible and Virtuous Water of wonderful 
penetration: And what we said of the white Oil, we say also of the red 
incerative Oil (of Sol). And now Son! you have the Stone (Menstruum) 
divided into eight parts, three in the Earth, and five in the Air. 


Annotations. 

The Ten foregoing Kinds of Vegetable as well Simple as compounded 
Menstruums, the Adepts made by tempering the unctuous Spirits of 
Philosophical Wine, with many sorts of dry Bodies, and by such means 
produced Menstruums adapted equally for every use, and permanent and 
inseparable, they being of the same Nature with the things that were 
dissolved. In the Kind immediately antecedent we showed you, that all the 
aforesaid Menstruums, whether simple or compound, exalted with so great 
Labor to the highest degree by tempering them with dry things, may be raised 
yet higher, and augmented in their Virtues: For what Art cannot do, Nature 
can; what Earth cannot do, Heaven can: For Menstruums perfected by Art, 
do, by being exposed to the Influences of the Heavens, attain to very great 
and incredible Virtues by Nature: In the eleventh precedent Kind, we had 
Menstruums for Precious Stones, made of the simple Elements of Metals: In 
this twelfth, he takes the Sulphur of Nature, Sal Harmoniack, or Mercury of 
the perfect metals Sol and Luna, instead of crude Gold and Silver, and by 
exposing the Elements of them to the Heaven and Earth, separates them much 
more Nobly for the best of all Alchymical Tinctures. 

From the Receipts we observe: 
1. That Limes in their Compositions are indeed clear, but Clouded with a 
wearisome multi locution, and disguised by so great a variety of operations, 
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besides also in respect of time made most tedious on purpose to deter young, 
and unadvised Practitioners. 

2. That these Limes differ from the former Etherial and Terrestrial Waters in 
fineness of preparation; these Elements are of the Sal Harmoniack or 
Philosophical Mercury of Sol and Luna; but those Elements of a crude Metal. 
For, said Lully, Limes for Alchymical Tinctures ought to be of a purer 
Nature, than those which are for Precious Stones. 

3. That these Limes are Essences graduated, exposed to the Influences of the 
Heaven and Earth, and consequently are Medicines. 

4. That the Sulphurs Naturae of imperfect Metals do also by the same method 
yield Limes, as strong in their kind, as the Sulphurs Naturae of Gold and 
Silver in their kind. 

Hitherto have we treated of Vegetable Menstruums, now follow those 
which are called Mineral: But before we proceed further, we are to take 
notice that by Vegetable Menstruums are meant also Animal Menstruums: 
For all the Vegetable Menstruums already alleged, are not called Vegetable 
in respect of Ingredients; for besides Vegetables, Animals also, and Minerals 
were made use of in their preparations; but by reason of the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine produced chiefly from a Vegetable unctuosity; which 
Spirit, if you knew how to extract out of some Oily Matter of the Animal 
Kingdom, as the Adepts have more than often done; You might with this 
Animal Spirit transmute the aforesaid Vegetable Menstruums, into Animal 
Menstruums, which nevertheless you cannot apply to Mineral Menstruums; 
for though there are also in this Kingdom thin Oils, swimming upon waterish 
Liquors, as Oil of Petre, Pit-Coals, etc. Yet these are extraordinary Oils of 
this Kingdom, produced either by exorbitancy, or defect of Nature. And 
therefore such Oils as these the Adepts referred to both the Vegetable and 
Animal Kingdoms, for they are of one and the same Nature; whereas the Oils 
of Minerals and Metals are more dry and masculine, then to produce our 
feminine seed or Menstruum: Now to recite the parts of Animals, and the 
way of extracting this Spirit of Philosophical Wine from them, is not proper 
to this place, but belongs to a peculiar Book, namely, our fifth (treating more 
copiously of these things) to be published in due time, when God permits; 
wherefore not mentioning Animal Menstruums, we proceed to the Mineral or 
Acid Menstruums. 
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ОЕ 
Mineral Menstruums. 


The Thirteenth KIND. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of the 
Matter of Philosophical Wine only. 


59. The Green Lyon of Ripley. 
Libro Accurt. Pag. 383. 


Take the Green Lyon without dissolution in Vinegar (as sometimes the 
Custom is) put it in a large Earthen Retort, which can endure the Fire, and 
distill it the same way as you distill Aqua fortis, putting a Receiver under it, 
and luting the Joints well, that 1t may not respire; then distill first with a 
gentle Fire, till you see white fumes appear, then change the Receiver, 
stopping it well, and distill with a great Fire so, as Aqua fortis is distilled, 
thus continuing twenty four Hours, and if you continue the Fire the space of 
eight Days, you will see the Receiver always full of white fumes, and so you 
will have the Blood of the Green Lyon, which we call Secret Water, and 
Acetum accerrimum, by which all Bodies are reduced to their first Matter, 
and the Body of Man preserved from all infirmities. This is our Fire, burning 
continually in one Form within the Glass Vessel, and not without: Our 
Dunghill, our Aqua Vitae, our Balneo, our Vindemia, our Horse-Belly, which 
effects wonderful things in the Works of Nature, and is a sharp Water, 
carrying Fire in its Belly, as a Fiery Water, for otherwise it would not have 
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Ше power of dissolving Bodies into their first Matter. Behold! this is our 
Mercury, our Sol and Luna, which we use in our Work. Then will you find in 
the bottom of the Vessel Feces black as Coals, which you must for the space 
of eight Days calcine with a gentle Fire, etc. 


Annotations. 


Hitherto we have mixed or tempered the unctuous Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine with things Oily, Dry-oily, Oily-dry, and purely Dry, and 
reduced them to divers Kinds of Vegetable Menstruums; in which we have 
exhibited Menstruums every way absolute and perfect, in Smell, Taste, and 
Color incomparable, dissolving without hissing or effervescence and 
permanent with things dissolved: Now follow in order, those which are called 
Mineral Menstruums, which though they be of a stinking Smell, of an acid or 
corrosive Taste, and for the most part of a milky and opaque Color, and 
dissolve Bodies with very great violence and corrosion, yet nevertheless 
having the same Spirit of Philosophical Wine, as the Vegetable Menstruums 
for their Foundation, are therefore as permanent as they, yea better than they 
as to the abbreviation of time; for the acidity of Mineral Salts (for which 
corrosive or acid Menstruums are called Mineral) cannot destroy the Nature 
of the Spirit of Wine, nor the Nature of the Vegetable Menstruum, but by 
corroding makes the particles of dry Bodies more apt to unite themselves 
with the Oily Spirit of Philosophical Wine; but if that acidity be taken away, 
it becomes that which it was before, namely, either the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine, or a Vegetable Menstruum. 

The method which we used in the Vegetable Menstruums, we will as 
near as we can observe also in these Mineral Menstruums: In the Vegetable 
we extracted from the Philosophical Wine an Aqua ardens, from which we 
did by Circulation separate an Oil or Essence of Wine, which is our Spirit of 
Wine, which then by acuating divers ways we reduced into the precedent 
Kinds of Vegetable Menstruums, but in the Mineral we will begin with 
Philosophical Grapes, the Matter itself of Philosophical Wine, which is 
elsewhere called Green Lyon, Adrop, etc. Though the Discourse of this 
Matter appertains not to this place, yet if any thing presents itself to us either 
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in the Receipts themselves, ог elsewhere, which may tend to a more clear 
manifestation of it, we will not conceal it; but on the contrary have 
determined to illustrate and explain things so, as not only to make you more 
assured of the use and necessity of this Spirit promised to you, but moreover 
also, that you may have some certain notions beforehand of its Conception, 
Substance, Nativity, etc. 

For the elucidation of this Receipt, we will propound some other 
Receipts of the same Matter, that being compared together, they may be 
made the plainer: In the first place we will propose a Menstruum made 
indeed not of the Green Lyon itself, but of the Green Lyon dissolved with an 
acid, and reduced into a certain Gum. 


60. A Menstruum made of the Gum 
Adrop of Ripley. 
Libro accurtationum, Pag. 381.” 

Take Adrop, that is, the Green Lyon, which we spoke of before, and 
dissolve it in distilled Vinegar for the space of seven Days, shaking well the 
Vessel which the Matter is in, three times daily, then empty the dissolved 
Liquor, and distill through a Filter three times from its Feces, till it be clear as 
Crystal, and evaporate the Vinegar with a gentle Fire, till 1t be thick as 
Bird-Lime, which you cannot stir by reason of its Viscosity, and being cold; 
take it out of the Vessel, and keep it; and again make more of it, and this do, 
till you have twelve Pounds of this Green Lyon or Adrop reduced to the Form 
of a Gum, then have you the Earth extracted from Earth, and the Brother of 
the Earth. Then take a Pound of that Gum, and put it in a Glass Vessel of the 
bigness of a Bottle, well luting the Joints of the Alembic with Glue made of 
the white of Eggs and Filings well mixed together. 

This Receipt in the Treatise of the Philosophical Adrop (which 15 in Ше 
sixth Volume of Theatrum Chymicum, and inscribed to an anonymous 
Disciple of the great Guido de monte, but differs not from the Books of 
Ripley, namely, the present de Accurtationibus, and from the Clavis aurea 
portae, the greatest part of which 15 ascribed to the Famous Dunstan, 
Archbishop of Canterbury) is altogether the same as to Sense, though these 
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Words run better in the Translation thus: Now take three Pounds of Ше 
aforesaid Gum, put it into a Distillatory able to hold about two Measures, and 
putting on an Alembic, lute the Joints with luting made of Ale, the white of 
an Egg, and Wheat-Flower, Pag.552. Volum. 6. Theatrum Chemicum. Which 
is confirmed with the Process or Receipt of the Clavis aurea portae, where 
thus: Put three pounds of this Milk (thickened or Gummed) into a Glass 
Pag.257. Clavis aurea portae: and distill in a Sand Furnace, and let the Sand 
be the thickness of two Fingers under the Vessel, and so round about even to 
the middle of the Vessel, or till the Matter be covered: put a Receiver to it, 
making at first a gentle Fire, but not luting the Receiver, till the Phlegm be 
gone over, and this continue, till you see fumes appear in the Receiver white 
as Milk; then increasing the Fire change the Receiver, stopping it well, that it 
may not evaporate, and so continually augment the Fire, and you will have an 
ОП most red as Blood, which 15 airy Gold, the Menstruum, foetens, the 
Philosophers Sol, our Tincture Aqua ardens, the Blood of the Green Lyon, 
our unctuous Humor, which 15 the last consolation of Man's Body in this Life, 
the Philosophers Mercury, Aqua solutiva, which dissolves Gold with the 
preservation of its Species, and it hath a great many other Names: And when 
first the white fumes appear, continue your Fire twelve Hours, in which keep 
well stopped to prevent respiring. 

This Menstruum differs from the precedent, forasmuch as in this, Ше 
Green Lyon is dissolved in Vinegar, but in that, it is all distilled alive, but 
they are both clearly enough described in themselves; yet the Matter of the 
Menstruum remaining more obscure, and less intelligible to the Reader, we 
have found out four Reasons in Ripley, why it is called Green Lyon. 

First, saith he, by Green Lyon, the Philosophers mean the Sun, which 
by its attractive Virtue makes things Green, and governs the whole World. 
Tract. de Adrop. Phil. Pag.547. Volum sexti Theatrum Chemicum. and 
elsewhere: The Green Lyon is that, by which all things became Green, and 
grow out of the Bowels of the Earth by its attractive Virtue, elevated out of 
the Winter Caverns, whose Son is most acceptable to us, and sufficient for all 
the Elixirs, which are to be made of it; for from it may be had the power of 
the white and red Sulphur not burning, which 15 the best thing, saith 
Avicenne, that 
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Alchymists can take, thereby to make Gold and Silver. But these Words may 
suffice a Wife Man to know and obtain the Green Lyon. Medulla Phil. Pag. 
139. 

Secondly, It is moreover also called Green, because that Matter is as 
yet sharp and unripe, that is, not yet fixed or perfected by Nature, as common 
Gold. The Philosophers Green Lyon therefore is green Gold, Gold vive, 
which is not as yet fixed, but less imperfect by Nature, and for this reason 
hath it the Virtue of reducing all Bodies into their first Matter, and making 
those Bodies which are fixed Spiritual and Volatile. Tract. de Adrop. Pg.547. 

Thirdly, It may also be called Lyon, because as all other Animals give 
place to a Lyon, so all Bodies yield to the power of Gold vive, which is our 
Mercury. Tract. Adrop. Pag.548. 

Fourthly, This Noble Infant is called Green Lyon, because when it is 
dissolved, it is clothed with a Green Garment. Yet out of the Green Lyon of 
Fools (Vitriol) is with a violent Fire extracted that which we call Aqua fortis, 
in which the said Lyon out to be elixerated. Medulla Philos. Pag.139. 

These things spoken of the Green Lyon, are also to be understood of 
Adrop, being a Synonymous term of the same Matter: Take, saith Ripley, 
Adrop, that is, the Green Lyon. Now as to Adrop he declared as followeth: 
Adrop, saith he, is Gold and Silver in power but not in sight, as Rhasis saith, 
and our Gold and Silver, according to the Philosophers, is not common Gold 
and Silver, for our Gold and Silver are airy, which in order to be well 
fermented, ought to be joined with the beloved (common Gold), forasmuch as 
the Philosophers saith, That Adrop in its profundity is airy Gold, and Adrop 
itself is called Leprous Gold. And to these Sayings seems to assent Guido, the 
Greek Philosopher, speaking of the Mercurial or Menstrual Spirit (the Spirit 
or Blood of the Green Lyon) which is extracted out of the Natural Adrop by 
Art, where he writes: And that Spirit is Sol extracted out of the Philosophers 
Solary Water, Arsenick, and Luna: And in the same place presently adds; The 
Body is the ferment of the Spirit, and the Spirit the ferment of the Body, and 
the Earth, wherein lies the Fire, dries, imbibes, and fixeth the Water; and the 
Air, wherein lies the Water, (the Air which lies in 
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Ше Water, 1 ought to be read according to the Doctrine of separating Ше 
Elements) washeth, tingeth, and perfecteth the Earth and Fire; and so Guido's 
Saying, that they tinge and perfect, ought to be understood, that the Stone 
(Ше Menstruum drawn from Adrop, or the Green Lyon) 15 sufficient for the 
completing of itself into an Elixir, and that no Exotic or Heterogeneous 
Matter, as he affirms, is or ought to be introduced to it, but all the parts of it 
are co-essential and concrete, because the Philosophers meaning was to 
complete that work in a short space above the Earth, which Nature scarce 
perfecteth in a thousand Years under the Earth: Unskillfully therefore 
according to the Opinion of the Philosophers, as Guido saith, do they 
proceed, that seek to obtain a ferment from common Silver and Gold for our 
select Body: For that Matter, in which is Argent vive clean and pure, not 
(most, is ill read) thoroughly brought to perfection by Nature, is, as Guido 
affirms, after complete purification, a thousand times better than the Bodies 
of Sol and Luna vulgarly decocted by the Natural Heat of the Sun. Concord. 
Lully & Guidon. Pag. 323. A certain Philosopher saith, He goes on 
Discoursing of the same Adrop; A fume (white) is drawn from its own 
Mines, which if rightly gathered, and again sprinkled upon its own Mines, 
will there make a fixation, and so the true Elixir will in a short space of time 
be produced from it: And certainly without those Liquors or Spirits, that is, 
the Water and Oil of Mercury (Menstruum) this Alchymical Body which is 
Neutral or Adrop, is not purged: And that is the Alchymical Body, which is 
called Leprous Body, that is, black (at the beginning of the Work) in which, 
as saith Vincentius in his Speculum Naturale, are Gold and Silver in power, 
and not in aspect; which in the Bowels of it is also airy Gold, to which no 
Man can attain, except the unclean Body be first cleansed, which 15 without 
doubt after its complete dealbation, and then it is a thousand times better than 
are the Bodies of common Gold and Silver decocted by Natural heat: The 
first Matter of this Leprous Body is a viscous Water inspissated in the Bowels 
of the Earth: Of this Body, according to the Judgement of Vincentius, is made 
the great Elixir for the red and white, the Name whereof is Adrop, otherwise 
called the Philosophers black Lead, out of which Raymund commands us to 
extract an Oil of a Golden Color, or such like: Raymund 
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adds, But this Oil is not necessary in Ше Vegetable Work (namely, for Ше 
inceration of the Vegetable Stone) because solutions and coagulations are 
there soon made; and if you can separate it from its Phlegm, and after that 
ingeniously find out the Secrets of it, you will in thirty Days be able to 
perfect the Philosophers Stone: For this Oil makes Medicines (Tinctures) 
penetrable, sociable, and amicable to all Bodies, and in the World there is not 
a greater Secret. Medul. Phil. Chym. pag.131. 

Ripley hath here recited various Synonima's of this Adrop: We for a 
time will follow the Green Lyon by the way of Philosophical Lead, as we are 
directed by Ripley in these very Words: First, understand, when Avicenne 
saith, that Gold and Silver are in Lead by Power, and not by sight, and that 
they are left by Nature crude and half cocted, and therefore that ought to be 
perfectly supplied by Art, which is left imperfect by Nature, and by way of a 
ferment digesting and cocting that which 15 left crude: For a ferment therefore 
take perfect Gold, for a little (paululum, not paulatim) of their fixed substance 
(those fixed Bodies) will draw and convert much of Bodies not fixed to the 
perfection of Gold and Silver. And thus will Art help Nature, that in a little 
space of time that may be done above the Earth, which is not in a thousand 
Years done under the Earth: And by this means you will understand, how 
Lead contains in it the greatest Secrets of this Art: For it hath in 1 Argent 
vive, clean, pure, odoriferous, not brought by Nature to perfection: And this 
Argent vive is the basis and Ground-Work of our precious Medicine, as well 
for Metallic as Humane Bodies, so as to be the Elixir of Life, curing all 
infirmities: Which the Philosophers meant, saying, There is in Mercury 
whatsoever Wife Men seek: From this are the Soul, Body, Spirit, and 
Tincture drawn: Moreover also in this Mercury is the Philosophers Fire, 
always burning equally within the Vessel, and not without: It hath also a 
great attractive Virtue and Power in dissolving Sol and Luna, and reducing 
the same into their first Matter: With this Mercury are to be dissolved the 
Calxes of the perfect Bodies in congealing the aforesaid Mercurial Spirit, etc. 
Pupilla, Pag.295. But have а care that you operate not with (соттоп) Saturn, 
because commonly it is said, Eat not of the Son, whose Mother is corrupted, 
and believe, that many Men err in Saturn. Hear 
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what Avicenne saith, Saturn will be always Saturn; yea operate not with Ше 
Earth of (Philosophical) Saturn, which the Spirit of it has despised, and 
relinquished for the worst Sulphur: Operate only with the fume of it to 
congeal Mercury, yet not as Fools, but as the Philosophers do, and you will 
have a very god Work. Phil. Cap.2.Pag.188. The whole composition we call 
our Lead; the quality of the splendor proceeds from Sol and Luna, and in 
short, these are our Menstruums wherewith we calcine perfect Bodies 
naturally, but no unclean Body is an Ingredient, one excepted, which is by the 
Philosophers commonly called Green Lyon, which is the means of joining the 
Tinctures between Sol and Luna with perfection, as Geber himself attests to, 
Libro.42. portar. Pag.12. To manifest this thing to you, you must know, that it 
is one of those, which are of the seven Days (Planets) and the meanest of the 
same, out of whose Body 1s artificially extracted Blood, and a vaporous 
Humor, which is called the Blood of the Green Lyon, from which 15 produced 
a Water, called White of an Egg, and Aqua Vitae, May-Dew, and by many 
other Names, which to avoid prolixity, we now omit. Phil. Cap.3. Pag. 190. 

The method of extracting the Blood of the Green Lyon out of calcined 
Lead, or Philosophical Minium is this that followeth. 


61. A Menstruum made of the red Lead of 
Ripley. 
In Pupilla Alchym. pag. 303. 


Take of Lead calcined or rubifyed, or the best Minium, that is, Mineral 
Antimony, prepared, what quantity you please, yet with this consideration, 
that you must have so many quarts of distilled Vinegar, as you have pounds 
of the aforesaid calcined Lead: To this Vinegar pour the aforesaid Lead in a 
large Earthen Vessel well glazed, then for the space of three Days stir the 
Matter strongly with a Wooden Spatula six or seven times a Day, cover it 
well from Dust, and let it not be put to the Fire by any means during all this 
time, after which separate all that is clear and crystalline by a Filter into 
another Vessel, then put it into a Brass Skillet to a gentle Fire, that all the 
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Phlegmatic Water may evaporate, till a very thick Oil 15 left in the bottom of 
the Vessel, which suffer to cool; which being done, the Matter will become 
like Gum, so as to be cut witha Knife, hereof put four Pounds into a Glass 
Cucurbit with an Alembic, the Joint being well luted with a Paste made of the 
Scales of Iron, Flower, and the whites of Eggs well beaten together: put the 
Vessel in a Furnace of Sand, and not in Ashes, and let the Vessel be buried in 
the Sand, even to the middle of it, and let the Sand be two fingers thick under 
the bottom of the Vessel; then put a Receiver to it, but not luted, till you have 
drawn out all the Phlegmatic Water with a most gentle Fire, which Water 
throw away: When you see a white fume appear, then lute the Receiver, 
which must be two foot long; which being drawn out, strengthen the Fire as 
much as you can, and continue it till you have distilled all that can be 
extracted in twelve Hours, and so will you have the Blood ofthe Red Lyon, 
most red as Blood, which is our Mercury, and our Tincture now prepared, to 
be poured upon its ferment, that is, upon the Calxes of most pure Gold, etc. 
But if you would use it for the white Work, you must distill your Mercury 
three times with a slow Fire, always reserving the Feces apart in every 
distillation, and then will you have your Mercury most white as Milk: And 
this is our Virgins Milk, whitened Menstruum, and our Argent vive 
Philosophically exuberated; with which by Circulation make an Oil out of the 
Calxes of Luna, and proceed in all things, as you did with the red Mercury 
upon Calxes of Gold, and you will have a white Elixir, which will convert 
any Metal into perfect Luna: But the Golden Oil ought to be perfected and 
tempered, and well united with artificial Balsom, by the way of Circulation, 
till out of them is made a most clear and resplendent Golden Liquor, which is 
the true Aurum potabile, and Elixir of Life more precious for Mens Bodies, 
then any other Medicine of the World. 

The like Menstruum Ripley hath in his Medulla Philosophiae 
Chymicae. 
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62. The Simple stinking Menstruum of Ripley 
Medulla Phil. Chym. pag. 170. 


Take the sharpest Juice of Grapes, and being distilled, dissolve into a 
clear Crystalline Water, the Body being well calcined to a Redness, which is 
by the Philosophers called Sericon; of which make a Gum, which 15 like 
Alum in taste, and is by Raymund called Azoquean Vitriol. Out of this Gum 
with a slow Fire is drawn first a weak Water, which hath its taste no 
sharpness, no more than Spring-Water: And when a white Fume begins to 
appear, then change the Receiver, and Lute strongly, that it may no way 
expire; and so you will have your Aqua ardens, Aqua vitae, and a resolvitive 
Menstruum, which before was resolvable: This is the Potential Vapor, able to 
dissolve, putrefy, and also purify Bodies, divide the Elements, and by its 
attractive Virtue exalt its own Earth into a wonderful Salt: And they that 
think there is any other Water, besides this which we speak of, are mistaken 
in this Work: this Water hath a most sharp taste, and partly also a stinking 
smell, and therefore is called stinking Menstruum; and it being a very Airy 
Water, it therefore ought to be put upon its Calxes in less then an Hour, after 
it is distilled or rectified; but when it is poured upon the aforesaid Calxes, it 
begins to boil up, and then if the Vessel be well stopped it will not leave 
working, though no Fire be administered to it from without, till it be dried up 
in the Calx; wherefore you must apply no greater quantity of it than scarce to 
cover the Calxes, then proceed to the full completing of it, as in the work of 
the compounded Water. And when the Elixir is reduced to a purple Color, let 
it be dissolved in the same Menstruum, being first rectified into a thin Oil, 
upon which fix the Spirit of our Water by Circulation, and then hath it the 
Power of converting all Bodies into most pure Gold, and to heal all 
Infirmities of man's Body, more than all the Potions of Hippocrates and 
Galen, for this is the true Aurum Potabile, and no other, which is made of 
Artificial Gold Elemented, turned about by the Wheel of Philosophy, etc. 

The same Menstruum is had in the Vade Mecum of Ripley. 
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63. The Menstruum of Sericon of Ripley. 
In Vade Mecum, commonly called the Bosom-Book. 


Take of Sericon or Antimony thirty Pounds, out of which you will have 
twenty Pounds or thereabout of Gum, if the Vinegar is good; dissolve each 
pound of that Sericon in two measures (a Gallon) of Vinegar twice distilled, 
and having stood a little while in digestion, stir the matter often everyday, the 
oftener the better, with a clean stick, filter the Liquor three times, throw away 
the Feces, to be taken away as superfluous, being no Ingredient to the 
Magistry, for it is the damned Earth: Then evaporate the filtered Liquors in 
Balneo Maria with a temperate heat, and our Sericon will be coagulated into 
a Green Gum, called our Green Lyon, dry that Gum well, yet with care, lest 
you burn the Flowers, or destroy the Greens of it: Then take the said Gum, 
put it in a strong Glass Retort well luted, and with a moderate Fire distill a 
weak Water to be cast away: But when first you perceive a white fume 
ascending, put to it a Glass Receiver large, and of sufficient capacity, whose 
Mouth is exactly joined to the Neck of the Retort, which must be very well 
luted, lest any of the fume be lost or evaporate out of the Receiver: Then 
increase the Fire by degrees, till a red fume ascends, and continue a stronger 
Fire, till bloody drops come, or no more fume appears: Then abate the Fire by 
degrees, and all being cold, take away the Receiver, and forthwith stop it, that 
Ше Spirits may not exhale, because this Liquor 15 called our blessed Liquor, 
to be kept in a Glass Vessel very close stopped: Then examine the Neck of 
the Retort, where you will find a white and hard Ice, in the form of a 
congealed Vapor, or Mercury sublimate, which gather carefully, and keep, 
because it contains great Secrets, of which lower: Then take the Feces out of 
the Retort, being black as Soot, which are called our Dragon, whereof calcine 
one Pound, or more, if you please, in a Potters, Glass-makers, or 
Philosophical Furnace, into a white Snowy Calx, which keep pure by itself, it 
being called the Basis and Foundation of the Work, Mars, our white fixed 
Earth, or Philosophers Iron: Now take the residue of the Feces, or black 
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Dragon, and sift it оп а Marble, or any other Stone, and at one of Ше ends 
light it with a live Coal, and in the space of half an Hour the Fire will run 
over all the Feces, which it will calcine into a very Glorious citrine Color; 
these citrine Feces dissolve with distilled Vinegar, after the aforesaid manner, 
filter also three times as before, then evaporate the dissolution into a Gum, 
and distill the Menstruum, which is now called Sanguis Draconis, or Dragons 
Blood, and repeat this Work in all things as before, till you have reduced all, 
or the greater part of the Feces into our Natural or Blessed Liquor, all of 
which Liquors pour to the first Liquor or Menstruum, called the Blood of the 
Green Lyon; the Liquor being thus mixed, putrefy it а Glass Vessel the 
space of fourteen Days: Then proceed to the separation of the Elements, 
because in this Blessed Liquor you have now all the Fire of the Stone, hidden 
in the Feces; which Secret has been hitherto kept wonderfully close by the 
Philosophers: Now take all the Menstruums being ршгейед, put it in a 
Venice Glass of a fit size, put an Alembic to it, and lute with Linen Rags 
dipped in the white of Eggs; the Receiver must be very spacious to keep in 
the respiring Spirit, and with a temperate heat separate the Elements one from 
another, and the Elements of Air, which is the Oil (ardent Spirit, containing a 
little white Oil at the top) will first ascend: The first Element being distilled, 
rectify it in another Vessel fit for it, that is, distill seven times, till it burns a 
Linen Cloth, being dipped in it and kindled; then is it called our rectified 
Aqua ardens, which keep very well stopped, for otherwise the most subtle 
Spirit of it will vanish away: In the rectifications of the Aqua ardens the Air 
will ascend in the form of a white Oil, swimming upon the Aqua (ardens) and 
a citrine Oil will remain, which is distilled with a stronger Fire: Mercury 
being sublimed, and reduced into Powder dissolved per deliquium , upon Iron 
Plates in a cold place, pour a little of the Aqua ardens to the Liquor being 
filtered, and it will extract the Mercury in the form of a Green Oil swimming 
a top, which separate and distill by a Retort, and there will ascend first a 
Water, and then a thick Oil, which is the Oil of Mercury: Then distill the 
Flood or Water of the Stone into another Receiver, the Liquor will be whitish, 
which draw off in Balneo with a moderate heat, till there 
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remains in Ше bottom of the Cucurbit a thick Oily substance, like melted 
Pitch, keep this Water by itself in a Glass well stopped. Take notice, when 
first the Liquor riseth white, another Receiver must be put to, because that 
Element is wholly distilled: Two or three drops of that black liquid Oil being 
given in Spirit of Wine, do Cure any Poison: Now to this black and liquid 
Matter pour our Aqua ardens, mix them well together, and let the mixture 
settle three Hours, then decant, and filter the Liquor, pour on new Aqua 
ardens, and repeat the operation three times, then distill again in Balneo with 
gentle heat, and this reiterate thrice, and it will come under the denomination 
of the rectified Blood of Man, which Operators search for in the Secrets of 
Nature: Thus have you exalted the two Elements, Water, and Ат, to the 
Virtue of a Quintessence; keep this Blood for occasion: Now to the black and 
liquid Matter or Earth, pour the Flood or Water of the Stone, mix them well 
together, and distill the whole, til the Earth remains very dry and black, 
which is the Earth of the Stone; keep the Oil with the Water for occasion: 
Reduce the black Earth to a Powder, to which pour the aforesaid Man's 
Blood, digest three Hours, then distill in Ashes with a Fire sufficiently strong, 
repeat this Work three times, and it will be called the rectified Water of Fire, 
and so have you exalted the three Elements, namely, Water, Air, and Fire, 
into the Virtue of a Quintessence: Then calcine the Earth being black and dry, 
in the bottom of the Reverberatory, into a most white Calx, with which mix 
the Fiery Water, and distill with a strong Fire as before; the remaining Earth 
calcine again, and distill with a strong Fire as before; the remaining Earth 
calcine again, and distill, and that seven times, or till the whole substance of 
the Calx be passed through the Alembic, and then have you the rectified and 
truly Spiritual Water of Life, and the four Elements, exalted to the Virtue ofa 
Quintessence; this Water will dissolve all Bodies, putrefy and purge them: 
This is our Mercury, our Lunary, but whosoever thinks of any other Water 
besides this, is ignorant and foolish, never attaining to the desired effects. 
This Menstruum is made of the same Matter as the precedent 
Menstruums. For Green Lyon, Adrop, Philosophical Lead, Mineral 
Antimony, Airy Gold, Mercury, etc. are Synonima's of one and the same 
Matter: This Matter being dissolved in distilled Vinegar, and again 
inspissated into a Gum, in taste like Alum, is by Ripley in the Description 
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of the antecedent Menstruum in Numb. 62. called Lully's Vitriol of Azoth, or 
Vitriolum Azoquem. Lully in practica Testamenti, Cap. 9. Pag. 159. Vol.4. 
Theatrum Chemicum. makes a Menstruum of B. C. D. By B. he meant the 
said Green Lyon, or common Argent vive, which he says elsewhere, is more 
common to Men, than vulgar Argent vive. В. saith he, Pag. 153. of the said 
practica, signifies Argent vive, which is a common substance consisting in 
every corruptible Body, as appears by the property of it, etc. By C. he 
intended common Niter. C. saith he, signifies Salt Peter, which hath a 
common (acid) Nature, and like Argent vive by the property of its strong 
(acid) Nature, Pag. 154.4. Volum. aforesaid. By D. he understood Gum 
Adrop, made of the Green Lyon. D. saith he, signifies Azoquean Vitriol, 
which corrupts and confounds all that is of the Nature and Being of common 
Argent vive. In the same place, Both C. and D. he calls the purer mediums. 
Cap.58. Theor. Test. pag. 96. You must know Son! saith he, our Bath, you 
may wash the Nature of (Phil) Argent vive so, as Nature could never do, that 
is, to make Argent vive so, as Nature could never do, that is, to make Argent 
vive a complete Elixir. But (Phil) Argent vive and Metals being both in 
Nature, and in your Work, extremes, and extremes not being able to join 
themselves, without the Virtue of a middle disposition, which is between the 
softness of Argent vive, and the hardness of Metal, because there is by reason 
of that middle disposition a Natural compliance, which is the cause of 
Conjunction between Body and Spirit, as it is in every thing generated, or in 
capacity of being generated: In Nature are many mediums, whereof two are 
more pure, and more viscous, the Green Azoquean Vitriols, with the stony 
Nature, which is the Salt and Nature of Stones. By the help my Son! of this 
contemptible Matter is our Stone, which we have so much sought for, 
procreated, etc. 

With the other of these mediums, C, the stony Nature, Salt Peter, Salt 
of Peter, or Niter, we have no business at present; but being solicitous of D. 
Gum Adrop, or the Azoquean Vitriol of Lully, it will be worth while to 
consult Lully himself: Of which the Philosopher, Cap.59. Theor. Testamenti, 
thus: Son! saith he, the Azoquean Lyon, which is called (Azoquean) Vitriol, 
is by Nature made of the peculiar substance of common Argent vive, which is 
the Natural Root, from whence Metal is procreated in its own Mine. By 
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common Argent vive, he meant not Ше Vulgar but Philosophical Argent vive, 
the natural Root as well of Metals as Minerals. When we say common 
Mercury, saith he, we speak of that, which the Philosophers understand, and 
when we name the Vulgar, we speak of that which is known to the Country 
men, and sold in Shops. Cap.1. Lib. Mercuriorum, which the following 
Synonyma's of this Mercury, namely, Chaos, Nature, Origo, Green Lyon, 
Argent vive, Unguent, Oil, Pasture and Liquor of great Value, do also testify 
in Cap.45. Theor. Test. pag.75. Vol.4. Theatrum Chymicum.” 

This common Argent vive, or Green Lyon, must be purged from its 
Superfluities, before the Azoquean Vitriol of Lully, or the Gum Adrop of 
Ripley can be made of it. You must saith he, my Son! being a Student of this 
Science, be steadfast, and not search after this or that, because this Art is not 
perfected with many things; and therefore we tell you, there is but one only 
Stone, that is Sulphur, and one only Medicine, namely, the composition of 
Sulphur, to which nothing is to be added, only the Terrestrial and Phlegmatic 
Superfluities taken away, because they are and ought to be separated from 
our Argent vive, which is more common to men, than Vulgar Argent vive, 
and is of greater Price, Merit, and stronger Union of Nature, from which and 
the first forms of it, it is necessary to separate, by the known degrees of 
separation, all that belongs not to Sal Armoniack of Metals, etc. Cap. 18. 
Theor. Test. pag. 33. Volum 4. Theatrum Chemicum.” We say there is but 
one only Philosophical Stone (volatile not yet fixed, or matter of a 
Menstruum) extracted from the things aforesaid by our Magistry. And 
therefore when it comes newly into the World, you must not add any other 
Powder, or any other Water, nor any thing incongruous to it, more than that, 
which is born in it, which feeds and carried it, that is Sulphur, which formed 
the Stone in a Celestial Color: But before you extract (distill) it (the Stone) 
thoroughly, purge, and cleanse it from all its Phlegmatic, Terrestrial, and 
cotruptible Infirmities, which are contrary to its Nature, because they are the 
death of it, with which 1 is surrounded, which do mortify its vivificative 
Spirit. Cap.7. Theor. Test. pag.20 of the said Volume”. 
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It is to be diligently noted, that one of Ше two aforesaid Natural Principles 
(Sulphur and Argent vive) is more truly Natural in the whole, and through the 
whole substance of it, as well within as without, and that is, according to 
which the form of a Metal pursues a pure effect: But the other (Argent vive) 
is unnatural, that is inwardly natural, and outwardly against Nature; but the 
internal natural part is made proper and also con-natural to it self, because it 
comes by its own Nature, but the external part is added to it by accident, and 
is to be naturally separated from it after the corruption (Purification) of it; 
wherefore it is manifest that such Argent vive is not in the whole substance of 
it natural, in the first reception of it, nor is depurated to the full, unless it be 
depurated by the Ingenuity of Art. Cap.5. p.10. Codicilli.”° 

As to this Purification of Argent vive, or the Green Lyon, Ripley thus: 
Wherefore saith he, this Mercury (the corrosive Spirit of common Vitriol) is 
by Raymond called, Our Fire against Nature: Nevertheless the same thing 
happens in some measure to this Mercury (the acidity of Vitriol) as also to the 
other (Vegetable Mercury, or Green Lyon) which is our natural Fire: For both 
of them are hidden in the middle or center of their Bodies, that is, between 
the Phlegmatic Water on one side, and Terrestrial Crassitude on the other 
side, nor are they obtained without the great Industry of Philosophy, and so 
those parts can avail us nothing, except only their middle substance: For saith 
Raymond, We take neither of the first Principles, because they are too simple, 
nor of the last, because they are too gross and feculent, but only of the 
middle; wherein is the Tincture, and true Oil, separated from unclean 
Terrestreity, and Phlegmatic Water: Therefore saith Raymond thus; The 
unctuous Moisture, is the near Matter of our Physical Argent vive, pag. 289, 
Pupillae Alchym. 

Argent vive, or the Green Lyon, is purified by common Vitriol, as thus: 
When the Argent vive is put in a dry Vitriolated Vapor (Spirit of Vitriol) 
which is a sharp Water, it is presently dissolved by the Incision and 
Penetration, caused by the sharpness, being manifestly strong and in 
dissolving, is converted into the Nature of Terrestrial Vitriol, not taking a 
Metallic, nor a clear Celestial Form, as appears after the evaporation of 
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Ше said Water, and Ше congelation of it in the form of Yellow Crystals, 
which Yellowness proceeds from the sharp Sulphurous Terrestreity, which 
was beyond measure mixed in the said Water by Atoms, with an 
Homogeneous Universality and simplicity, which simplicity was taken and 
bound by the said Terrestreity, with the alteration of the Light, Clarity, and 
Lucidity into Obscurity, etc. Cap.89. Theor. Test. 141. Vol 4. Theatrum 
Chemicum.” Son! the thick Vitriolated Vapors from which Vitriol is 
produced, is very sharp and pontick, and therefore penetrates the parts of the 
Sulphur, and Argent vive being depurated, and penetrating tingeth that 
purified Matter, congealing it into the Form of that Vitriolated and yellow 
Terrestrial Vapor, which is mixed with them. Wherefore what we have said is 
manifest, that is, This is the great Gate, namely, that the Terrestrial Virtues 
must not excel the Celestial, but on the contrary, if you will have the thing 
desired, Cap. 85. Theor. Test. pag. 137 of the same Volume.” You may 
remember that you would put nothing with the Menstrual (the Matter of the 
Menstruum) but that which proceeded from it at the beginning of its mixtion; 
for if you add an incongruous thing, it will presently be corrupted by the 
incongruous Nature, nor will you ever have that which you would have. Gold 
and Silver, and Mercury are dissolved in our Menstrual, because it 
participates with them in proximity and vicinity of the first Nature, and from 
hence will you extract a white Fume, which is our Sulphur, and the Green 
Lyon, which is your Unguent, and the stinking Water, which is our Argent 
vive: But it is requisite for the Green Lyon to be thoroughly dissolved in the 
Aqua Foetens, or stinking Water, before you can have the said Fume, which 
is our Sulphur, which Sulphur is indeed the same way dissolved from the 
Body, congealing the Spirit in the form of a dry Water, which we call Stone, 
and the highest Medium of all our Work, which is the connection and 
aggregation of both Natures, that is, of Body and Spirit. Son! This Water is 
called Aqua ignis, or if you had rather Ignis aqua, that undeclinable Word, 
because it burns Gold and Silver better than Elementary Fire can do, and 
because it contains in it heat of a Terrestrial Nature, which dissolves without 
Violence, which common Fire cannot do. Wherefore we enjoin you to make 
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Ше Magistry of Ше hottest things you can get in Nature, and you will have a 
hot Water which dissolveth all things, Cap. 59. Theor. Test. pag. 98. Of the 
same Volume.” 

These Sayings Ripley comprehends in short, thus: These Words, saith 
he, may serve a Wise Man in order to know and acquire the Green Lyon: But 
this Noble Infant is called Green Lyon, because being dissolved it is Clothed 
in a Green Garment. Yet out of the Green Lyon of Fools (Vitriol) is extracted 
by a violent Fire, that Water which we call Aqua fortis (Spirit of Vitriol) in 
which the said Lyon ought to be Elixerated. For all Alchymical Gold is made 
of Corrosives, etc. Pag. 139. Medulla Phil. 

This Argent vive, Green Lyon, Philosophers Lead, etc. being purified 
with Vitriol, must be further matured or calcined into a red Color, Minium, 
Lead calcined, Sericon, etc. E. (that is, Vitriolated Azoth, Pag. 15. Theor. 
Test.) the fourth (Medium or Principle) is a substance produced from its 
Mine, and in it more near to the Nature of Metals, which is by some called 
Calcantis and Azoth Vitreous (Mercury Vitriolated or Azoquean Vitriol) 
which is the Earth and Mine of Metals, and is by another Name called 
Urisinus, of shining white and red within Black and Green openly, having the 
Color of a Venomous Lizard, immediately generated out of Argent vive, the 
Matter aforesaid impregnated with the said hot and dry sulphurous Vapor (of 
common Vitriol) in its resolution congealed into a Lizard, in which (Azoth 
Vitriolated) is the form and species of the stinking Spirit in its mixtion, the 
Mineral heat of which is multiplied, which is the Life of Metal, and is 
signified by E. Cap. 3. Theor. Testam. Pag. 12. Volume 4. Theatrum 
Chemicum. And a little after.” In the Work of Nature is Argent vive, but not 
such as is found upon the Earth, nor will be, till it be first turned into an 
apostemated®' and venomous Blood. In the same place: You must know Son! 
that by Art and Nature Argent vive is congealed by an acute Water, 
understand therefore Philosophically, because if it were not sharp and acute, 
it could not penetrate, which is the first action in dissolution, after which 
dissolution it is returned into an apostemated Blood, by the mutation of its 
own Nature into another. Son! there are two things, which ought to stick 
together by the agreement of contrariety, one pure, the other impure; the 
impure recedes, Fire being an Enemy, by reason of its Corruption; the other 
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remains in Fire, because of its purity, being transmuted into Blood, and this is 
our Argent vive, and our whole Secret, clothed with a tripartite Garment, that 
is, black, white, and red, and that alone we want for the purpose of our 
Magistry, Argent vive containing all that is necessary for a Quintessence. 
There is in Mercury whatsoever Wise Men seek; for under the shadow of it 
lies a fifth substance; for the substance of it is pure and incombustible; and all 
of it is nothing else but Gold and Silver (not common Metals, but airy, being 
in Mercury, or the Green Lyon) melted and fused within and without by 
Virtue of the Fire (against Nature) and afterwards punfied and separated from 
all its Original Blemish and Pollution; for that Gold which is incombustible, 
remains fused and liquid, and imparts its Golden Nature in the said Mercury, 
etc. Cap. 62. Theor. Test. Pag. 103. Volume. 4. Theatrum Chemicum ° 

Out of this Philosophical Minium, calcined Lead, or Sericon only, the 
Adepts sometimes distilled their Menstruums; for Example, the first of this 
Kind in Numb. 59. Sometimes they dissolved this Minium in distilled 
Vinegar, which being drawn off, they reduced it into Gum Adrop, or Lully's 
Azoquean Vitriol, out of which they then distilled the stinking Menstruum, or 
Menstruum foetens, in Numb. 60. Sometimes they dissolved Gum Adrop per 
deliquium first, and then distilled it. The thirteenth way of practicing, saith 
Ripley, as it here appears, is very curious, and that is in Saturn, 
(Philosophical) rubifyed in a Glass Vessel stopped, to prevent respiration, 
with a strong and continual Fire, till it becomes red: Take therefore that 
rubifyed Saturn, and pour a good quantity of distilled Vinegar upon it, and 
shake it very often every Day for a Month (a Week) then separate the 
Vinegar by a Filter, and take only that which is clear without Feces, and put it 
in Balneo to distill, and after the separation of the Vinegar, you will find at 
the bottom of the Vessel a white or sky Colored Water, which take, and being 
put in a Bladder folded double ѓе. a double bladder sieve} to keep out the 
Water, dissolve it in Balneo into a crystalline Water; put that Water in a 
Distillatory, and if you will, separate the Elements from it, or distill the 
dissolved Water, which rectify in a Circulatory, and the Earth which 
remained in the bottom (in the distillation) calcine till it grows like a Sponge, 
and then is it very fit to reassume its Mercury separated from it, that a new 
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Generation may Бе made, and а Son brought forth, which 15 called King of 
Fire, and which is so great in the Love of all the Philosophers, Cap. 17. Pag. 
220. Of this Work Ripley made mention: Cap.4. of the same Book, Pag. 194. 
Saying, There is moreover another Work in Gum produced by Vinegar from 
red Saturn, out of which is the separation of the Elements made, after it is 
dissolved in Bladders: The Menstruums of Gum Adrop, which way soever 
made, were called stinking Menstruums, because of the stinking smell: This 
Water, saith Ripley, hath a most sharp taste, and partly also a stinking smell, 
and therefore is called stinking Menstruum. Asafetida also is so called from 
the smell, which our Mercury hath when it is newly extracted out of its 
polluted Body, because that smell is like Asafetida, according to the 
Philosopher, who saith, That stink is worse before the preparation of this 
Water, which after the circulating of it into a Quintessence, and good 
preparation, it is pleasant and very delectable, and becomes a Medicine 
against the Leprosy, and all other Diseases, without which Gold vive, you can 
never make the true potable Gold, which is the Elixir of Life and Metals, 
Adrop. Phil. Pag. 548. Volum. 6. Theatrum Chemicum. 

These Menstruums they called White Fume, because of their white and 
opaque Color. It is also called White Fume, saith Ripley, nor without cause, 
for in distillation a white fume goes out first, before the red Tincture, which 
ascending into the Alembic, makes the Glass white as Milk, from whence it is 
also called Lac Virginis, or Virgins Milk. In the same place: Out of the red 
Fume or red Tincture, otherwise called the Blood of the Green Lyon, the 
Adepts did by rectification alone prepare the two Mercuries, namely, red and 
white: Upon this occasion, saith Ripley, I will teach you a general Rule: If 
you would make the white Elixir, you must of necessity divide your Tincture 
(the Blood of the Green Lyon) into two parts, whereof one must be kept for 
the red Work, but the other distilled with a gentle Fire; and you will obtain a 
white Water, which is our white Tincture, our Eagle, our Mercury and 
Virgins Milk: When you have these two Tincture, or the white and red 
Mercury, you will be able to practice upon their own Earth, or upon the Calx 
of Metals; for the Philosophers say, we need not care what substance the 
Earth 15 of, etc. Phil. Adrop p.554. Vol.6. Theatrum Chemicum. Roger 
Bacon made a two fold Mercury thus: 
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64. The Green Lyon of Roger Bacon. 
A Raymundo Ganfrido in verbo abbreviato de 
Leone Viride Pag. 264. Thesauri Chymici Baconis. 


The abbreviated most true and approved Word of hidden things being 
manifested, I have in a short Discourse abbreviated to you in the Work of 
Luna and Sol; in the first place earnestly requiring the Readers not to expose 
so Noble a Pearl to be trodden upon by Dogs or Swine; for this is the Secret 
of all the Philosophers Secrets, the Garden of Delights, Spices, and all 
Treasures, into which he that hath once entered, will want no more: Now that 
Word, not without cause desired by many Men, was first declared by our 
eminent Doctor Roger Bacon; afterwards F. Fryer Raymund Jeffery, Minister 
General of the Order of the Fryers Minors, took care to explain the Word, 
with as much brevity as I could, to the Sons of Philosophy. In the Name of 
Christ then take a great quantity of the strongest Vinegar diligently distilled 
through an Alembic, in which dissolve a good quantity of the Green Lyon, 
being dissolved, distill through a Filter, and keep it in Glass Cucurbits well 
stopped: If any remarkable part of the Lyon remains undissolved, dissolve it 
with the aforesaid Vinegar, and distill through a Filter, and being dissolved 
join it with the other Waters before reserved in the Cucurbits, then take the 
reserved Waters (dissolutions) and distill them all in Balneo Maria, applying 
Alembics to them well luted, that the Cucurbits may not respire, put Fire 
under, and receive all the Waters, which will be distilled, but have a care that 
the dissolved Lyon be not altogether congealed in the Cucurbit, but that it 
may remain liquid or soft; then take all the Cucurbits, and put all that is in 
them into one Cucurbit, which lute well with its Alembic, and put it in a 
Furnace of Ashes, as is fitting, and put a gentle Fire under, because of the 
temper of the Glass, and because of the Heterogeneous moisture, which is in 
the Lyon to be rooted out: And take 


(193) 


notice, Ша! must be always done with a gentle Fire, but when Ше 
Heterogeneous moisture is gone over, strengthen the Fire by little and little, 
and have an Eye continually to the Beak of the Alembic, if a red Liquor 
begins to go over, but if it does not yet go over, continue the aforesaid Fire 
till it doth, but when you see the red Liquor distill, change the Receiver 
forthwith, and lute it well to the Beak of the Alembic, and then strengthen the 
Fire, and you will have the Blood of the Lyon exceeding red, containing the 
four Elements, very odoriferous and fragrant (after due putrefaction) keep it 
therefore in a good Phial well stopped: Then take the Blood, and put it in a 
Phial close stopped to putrefy and digest, in hot Dung, changing the Dung 
every five Days, there to be digested for the space of fifteen or sixteen Days, 
and this done, that the Elementary parts may be dissolved, and be fitter to be 
divided into the four Elements, and that by distillation, being putrefied fifteen 
or sixteen Days take it out, and put it into a fit Cucurbit, to be distilled with a 
gentle Fire in Balneo Maria; but it is enough for the Water to boil with the 
Fire, take the Water (distilled) and the Feces, which you find at the bottom of 
the Cucurbit, keep carefully the Water which you distilled, distill seven times, 
always reserving the Feces which it makes, with the other Feces reserved 
before; and so you will have а splendid Water, clear and white as Crystal, and 
very ponderous, which 15 said to be the Philosophers Mercury hidden by all 
the Philosophers, and cleansed and purified from all its superfluities, most 
choice, and most precious; keep it therefore warily and wisely in a Phial well 
stopped. Then take all the Feces of the Mercury, as I have said, before 
reserved, grind them well ona Marble (with the Phlegm of distilled Vinegar) 
dry them in the Sun, and grind again, from time to time imbibing them with 
the Water of distilled Vinegar upon the Marble, and drying in the Sun, and 
repeat the operations of grinding, imbibing and drying, till all the blackness 
and superfluity is driven out of the Feces, which you will know thus: If the 
Feces be red, or reddish, or citrine by the aforesaid imbibations and ablutions, 
then it is well done; but if they be yet black, repeat the contritions, 
imbibations, and desiccations till you have the sign aforesaid, and then keep 
them: Then take a Glass Cucurbit, herein put the aforesaid Feces above 
prepared, with a good quantity of distilled Vinegar, and set it in 
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a Furnace, Ша! is, in Balneo Мапа, put Fire under, and continue it in course, 
till the Feces aforesaid be thoroughly dissolved by Virtue of the Vinegar and 
Fire, and being well dissolved, take the Cucurbit from the Fire, and being 
well dissolved, take the Cucurbit from the Fire, and distill them through a 
Filter as is fitting, all that Water (dissolution of the Feces) being thus distilled 
(filtered) put it in anew Cucurbit, well stopped; but if any considerable part 
remains in the Filter to be dissolved, take that part, and set it again upon the 
Fire, as you did the first Feces, in Balneo Maria, till it be dissolved, that you 
may dissolve those Feces which remained with the Vinegar, as you dissolved 
the first Feces in Balneo with vinegar in a Cucurbit, then distill through a 
Filter as before, and put it with the other Water distilled before, which you 
reserved; then take that new Cucurbit, in which you put the aforesaid Feces 
dissolved and distilled before, and lute it well with its Alembic, set it ona 
Furnace in Balneo, give Fire, and distill as it is sitting; but have a care that 
the Feces be not thoroughly dried, but let them be moist or liquid: Then take 
down the Cucurbit from the Furnace, put it upon Ashes sifted and well 
pressed, and give it a gentle Fire for the tempering of the Glass, and 
extracting the Heterogeneous moisture, which it hath from the Vinegar, and 
see often to the Beak of the Alembic, if a Golden or Ruddy Liquor distills, if 
not, continue the Fire till 1! does; being distilled, presently change the Glass 
being very clean, and lute it very well to the Beak of the Alembic, then 
strengthen the Fire, receive the Ruddy Oil, and thus continue the Fire till all 
the Liquor be distilled, and save the Feces because they are the Fire, but the 
Oil aforesaid the Philosophers used to call their occult Sulphur; which you 
must rectify thus: put it again in a Cucurbit, put on an Alembic well luted, 
then set it on a Furnace in Ashes, administer a gentle Fire, till it distills, 
receive the Liquor which distills in a Bottle well stopped with the Beak of the 
Alembic, and the remaining Feces save, because they are the Fire: join that 
Fire with the other Fire reserved, and so putrefy by distilling it seven times, 
and reserving the Feces it makes, as I said before, and so you will have your 
Air or Sulphur well depurated, clear, bright, and perfectly purified, and of a 
Gold Color, etc. 

The Blood of the Green Lyon being Fifteen Days putrefied, Bacon 
cohobated Seven times by Balneo, into a clear and ponderous Water, which 
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he called the Philosophers Mercury; out of the Feces left in Ше rectification 
of this Mercury, dissolved in distilled Vinegar, he made a new Gum, out of 
which he distilled a Golden Liquor, or ruddy Oil, which after the Seventh 
rectification he would have be the Philosophers Air, or Sulphur well 
depurated, clear and bright: But Ripley used two ways in rectifying the 
stinking Menstruum, or Green Lyon, for either he divided the fresh Blood of 
the Green Lyon into two parts, distilling only one half; the distilled part he 
called, white Mercury, white Tincture, Virgins milk, etc. The other remaining 
part he calls the red Mercury, red Tincture, etc. as it may be seen in his Book 
called Adrop Phil. in the place before alleged; or putrefied the whole 
Menstruum, the Blood together with the white Fume the space of Fourteen 
Days, which after that he divided into three Substances, a burning Water, a 
Water thick and white, and an Oil, of which at length he made a Vegetable 
Menstruum, which is described by Lully in Potestate Divitiarum, and by 
Ripley (above in Numb. 35.) In his Vade Mecum. 

Concerning these three Substances of the stinking Menstruum, Ripley 
hath these following Sayings, in his Book named Terra Terrae Philosophical. 
pag. 319. where thus: When therefore you have extracted all the Mercury out 
of the Gum, know, that in this Mercury are contained three Liquors, whereof 
the first is a burning Aqua vitae, which is extracted by a most temperate 
Balneo: This Water being kindled, flames immediately, as common Aqua 
vitae, and is called our attractive Mercury, with which is made a Crystalline 
Earth, with all Metallic Calxes also, of which I will say no more, because in 
this Operation we want it not: After that there follows another Water thick 
and white as Milk, in a small quantity, which is the Sperm of our Stone, 
sought by many men; for the Sperm is the Original of men, and all living 
Creatures; whereupon we do not undeservedly call it our Mercury, because it 
is found in all things and all places; for without it no man whatsoever lives 
and therefore it is said to be in every thing. This Liquor, which now you 
ought to esteem most dear, is that Mercury, which we call Vegetable, 
Mineral, and Animal, our Argent vive, and Virgins-milk, and our permanent 
Water: With this Mercurial Water we wash away the Original Sin, and 
pollution of our Earth, 
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till it becomes white, as Gum, soon flowing; but after the distillation of this 
aforesaid Water, will appear an Oil by a strong Fire; with this Oil we take a 
red Gum, which is our Tincture, and our Sulphur vive, which is otherwise 
called the Soul of Saturn, and Living Gold, our precious Tincture, and our 
most beloved Gold, of which never man spoke so plainly; God forgive me 
therefore, if I have any way offended him, being constrained to gratify your 
will. 

Some great Mystery of the Artis here discovered by Ripley, for the 
revealing of which he fears the displeasure of not only the Adepts, but of God 
himself: Lully, and others have indeed plainly enough declared to their 
Disciples, though perhaps it may not appear to us being less instructed in the 
matter, what our Green Lyon is, what common Mercury more common to us 
than common Argent vive, what the Azoquean Vitriol is, and the Menstruum 
made thereof; but Ripley affirms that no man ever spoke so plainly of the 
present Secret. The Adepts have indeed in their Practicks described the use of 
(Philosophical) Wine without any veil of Philosophy; and amongst them 
Raymond and Arnold with some others have attained to the knowledge of the 
same, but (to use Ripley's expression in Medulla) how it might be obtained 
they said not: Wherefore they being silent, Ripley the first, and indeed the 
only man of all, declares to us, that the Key of all the more secret Chymy lyes 
in the Milk and Blood of the Green Lyon, that is, that the stinking Menstruum 
(or the parts of it, Mercury and Sulphur, Virgins Milk, and the Lyons Blood, 
white and red Wine of Lully, and other Adepts: Nor was he satisfied in 
declaring this freely to us, but adds Strength and Light to his Words, in 
making a Vegetable Menstruum the Rectified Aqua vitae (described by Lully 
in Potestate Divitiarum, and by us in Numb. 31.) Of the said stinking and 
corrosive Menstruum, by which one only example he was pleased to teach us, 
that all Vegetable Menstruums may be made of the said stinking Menstruum: 
Lully's rectified Aqua vitae is made by divers Cohobations upon its own 
Caput Mortuum: We may if we please proceed by another way or method: 
Distill the Menstruum Foetens, being fourteen Days digested, and first will 
ascend the Aqua ardens, then the Phlegm, and in the bottom will remain a 
Matter thick as melted Pitch, which are the Constitutive Principles of all 
Vegetable Menstruums. 
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Let us therefore desist from further pursuit of the said Green Lyon, 
which we have pursued through the Meads and Forests of Diana, through the 
way of (Philosophical) Saturn, even to the Vineyards of Philosophy: This 
most pleasant place is allowed the Disciples of this Art, to recreate 
themselves here, after so much Pains and Sweat, dangers of Fortune, and 
Life, exercising the work of Women, and the sports of Children, being 
content with the most red Blood of the Lyon, and eating the white or red 
Grapes of Diana, the Wine of which being purified, is the most secret Secret 
of all the more secret Chymy; as being the white or red Wine of Lully, the 
Nectar of the Ancients, and their only desire, the peculiar refreshments of the 
Adopted Sons; but the Heart-breaking, and Stumbling-block of the Scornful 
and Ignorant. 

But before we depart hence, I will present you (Paracelsians) with 
another Dish, and that not unsavory, which is, that the Virgins milk, or white 
Mercury (otherwise the white Wine of Lully) extracted out of the Green Lyon 
is by Paracelsus that Glue of the Eagle, or Green Lyon, so carefully sought 
for: For Eagle and Green Lyon are to the Adepts Synonyma's of the same 
thing: For thus Ripley before: You will obtain the white Water, which is our 
white Tincture, our Eagle, our Mercury and Virgins-milk. Consequently 
therefore, red Mercury (or the red Wine of Lully) is the Blood of the Red or 
Green Lyon: For the same Lyon is called sometimes Green (in his Youthful 
Estate) sometimes red (in his more grown Estate) and therefore the Blood is 
sometimes said to be the Green Lyon, sometimes of the Red: So Ripley (in 
the Menstruum described in Numb. 61.) saith; Take the Blood of the Red 
Lyon being most Red, as Blood, which is our Mercury, and our Tincture now 
prepared to be poured upon its Ferment, that is upon the Calxes of the purest 
Gold: also elsewhere; The Blood of the Lyon of a Rosy Color. But let us hear 
Paracelsus himself. 
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65. The Green Lyon of Paracelsus. 
Aurei Velleris Germ. p. 41. 


Take distilled Vinegar, wherein dissolve the Green Lyon, putrefy, filter 
the Solution, draw off the Liquor in Balneo to an Oiliness; this Oil or Residue 
put in a Retort, distill away the moisture in Sand with a gentle Fire: Then 
increase the Fire, and the Green Lyon, being compelled by the strength of the 
Fire will yield his Glue, or Air; To the Caput mortuum, pour its Phlegm (the 
moisture drawn off) putrefy in Dung (or Balneo) and distill, as before, and 
again will ascend the Spirits; force it strongly, and there will come a 
tenacious Oil of a Citrine Color: Upon the Caput mortuum pour again the 
first distilled Water, putrefy, filter, and distill, as before: Lastly with a most 
strong open Fire, and there will come over a Bloody Oil, which is otherwise 
called Fire: The remaining Earth reverberate into whiteness, etc. 

Hitherto we have had the stinking Menstruums made of Azoquean 
Vitriol only, yet sometimes the Adepts have added common Vitriol to it, thus. 


66. The stinking Menstruum made of the Gum 
Adrop, and Common Vitriol of Ripley. 
Pag. 357. Viatici. 


Take and Grind the Gum made of Sericon with distilled Vinegar, and 
as much of Vitriol evaporated, and first distill the Water with a gentle Fire, 
then with a strong; receive the Oil (blood of the Lyon) which separate from 
the Water, till you have the pure Oil by itself. 

Sometimes instead of common Vitriol, they added common Nitre to the 
Azoquean Vitriol; thus Lully in Practica Testamenti made his stinking 
Menstruum. 
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67. The stinking Menstruum made of Azoquean 
Vitriol, and Nitre of Lully. 

Cap.9. Pract. Testam. p.159. Vol.4 

The. Chym. 


Take one part of D, (D, signifies Azoquean Vitriol, which destroys and 
confounds all that is of the Nature and Being of common Argent vive, pag. 
154.) And half a part of С, (С, signifies Salt Peter or Nitre, pag.154 of the 
same Volume) which being very well ground, sifted, and mixed together, put 
in a Glass Cucurbit in a Fumace, and putting on an Alembic, in which the 
Spirits are by resolution distilled and condensed; lute the joints of the Vessels 
with linen Cloth, pasted and steeped in luting, made of Wheat-flower, and the 
whites of Eggs, that the united properties of the three Mercuries, namely, 
saltish, Vitriolic, and Watery, being joined and united together, may be 
preserved: And observe, that the said Powders put into the Cucurbit exceed 
not the weight of eight Ounces; and to abbreviate the time, put of the like 
Powder into two other Cucurbits, according to the weight of eight Ounces in 
every Cucurbit, and place them upon little long Furnaces, so as I shall declare 
in the Chapter of Furnaces; put not above three Cucurbits upon one Furnace, 
for the Fire cannot administer equal heat to more, as the mixtion of Nature 
requires; and let the said Cucurbits be placed the distance of five or six 
Fingers one from another, and let the bottoms of the Cucurbits be luted with 
Potters Clay mixed well with hair; put fine Ashes well sifted and pressed the 
thickness of five Fingers under them, and to the Beak of every Alembic put a 
Glass Phial with a long Neck at the end, because the Receiver of those Phials 
must not feel the heat of the Furnace, nor the Water of the Phials flow back, 
nor the Spirits recede or fly away: Then must you provide a good quantity of 
Saw-dust, whereof take two parts, and half a part of the husks of Grapes, ог 
the powder of dry Fire, and mix it with the said Saw-dust, and with this 
Composition fill your Fumace, then light your Fire at 
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both ends, and let it burn; for you must make no other Fire, till you see six, or 
ten, or fifteen, or twenty drops of Water distill, and when twenty have 
distilled, make your Fire with small Wood dry, and so by little and little make 
the Fire flame directly to the Matter; and see when it distills, that the Water 
be clear, and when it is at fifteen Points, and the Water clear, and the fumes 
subtle, continue that Fire equally: And if you see it returned from fifteen to 
twelve Points or less, strengthen the Fire, and continue it according to the 
Point of its distillation, and then thirdly, strengthen your Fire one Point 
further, and continue it till nothing more distills, and then let the Fire go out, 
stop your Furnace, and let the Matter cool; and if the Water be clear, without 
any disturbed Color, or without muddiness, take and keep it, and stop the 
Phial with warm Wax, that nothing may respire, nor the Air enter, because 
the Spirits which are subtle, would presently be corrupted by the Air. 
Remember, when you begin to make the Fire of dry Wood, that your Vessels 
must be covered with the aforesaid Paste, and wrapped about with Linen 
Cloths, and the Phials well luted to the Beaks of the Alembics with the same 
luting, putting a Quill between the Beak of the Alembic and the Phial; for 
whilst the Fire operates, the Air will for the most part go out and respire, 
when it hath not a Receiver to retain it, for it is hot, and the subject which 
retains it, is not able to endure an exceeding heat, and therefore it requires 
some place wherein it may respire; when therefore you hear it blow, open the 
Quill-hole for it. O Father! how have you made the practice thus tedious! 
Son! That you may be acquainted with all things both small and great, and 
that you may have both a general and particular knowledge of Fires, and 
other operations, as also of all sorts of luting; because it is not our intention to 
speak any more of them, there being nothing difficult to the wise, 
circumspect, and intelligent, and that you may hereafter say, that the stinking 
Menstruum is at your command, which is a mean thing, by which all Bodies 
are in a short time converted into their first Nature, and it is the pure and 
proper Original of a wonderful and most commodious thing, but you must 
know how to apprehend it with a clear understanding. etc. 

The like Menstruum hath Lully in his Magia Naturalis, which is called: 
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68. The Water calcining all Bodies of Lully. 
Magia Naturalis. Pag. 359 


Take of the Earth, that is, D. (of Azoquean Vitriol) five Ounces and a 
half, and of the Water, thatis C. (of Salt Peter and Niter) two Ounces and a 
half, the Sum of which is the weight of eight Ounces, and being all mixed, 
grind the Matter fine upon a Marble, then put it in а glass Vessel with an 
Alembic upon it, and distill the whole substance, first making a gentle Fire of 
Saw-Dust, taking two parts of it, and one part and a half of Coals small or 
ground, and a little dry Bran, and light the Fire, and let it kindle of itself, till it 
begins to distill from one Point to twelve (twenty) Points, and then you must 
begin to strengthen the Fire with small Wood, making the Fire of the Flame 
right under the Matter, and so continue the Fire till it be returned to twelve or 
fifteen Points, or also to fewer, and then continue the whole Fire according to 
the Points of its distillation, and after that strengthen the Fire one Point 
further, and continue till the Alembic loseth its Color, or no more distills; 
then cease, and let it cool, gather the Water, keep it in a hot and moist place, 
and have a care that it respires not: And remember to have a Quill in the 
luting of the Beak of the Alembic, and the neck of the Receiver, that you may 
sometimes draw it out, that the Receiver may have a vent, for the heat is there 
so quick, that the Vessel containing the Matter cannot endure it, wherefore it 
15 requisite sometimes to be opened and sometimes shut: Take notice, that 
this Water, though made of a contemptible thing, hath the power of 
converting Bodies into their first Matter, which being joined to the Vegetable 
Virtue is of much perfection, and must be put into practice presently after it is 
distilled, that the Spirit which is subtle and ofa strange Nature, may not be 
lost by the Air. 

The same Menstruum is described in Lully's Clavicula under this Title, 
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69. The Stinking Menstruum for Ше dissolution 

of the Calx of Gold and Silver, in order to 

the reducing them into Argent vive. 

Cap. 15. Clav. Pag. 299. Vol. 3. Theatrum Chemicum 


Take of Vitriol two Pounds, of Salt Peter one Pound, of Cinnabar three 
Ounces (I do not understand by what Error Cinnabar has crept in among the 
other Ingredients of this Menstruum, for it is a constitutive not of this, but of 
the following Menstruum for the dissolving of the Philosophers Stone; 
especially Lully himself, in Cap. 20. Clavicula, speaking of the extracting of 
Mercury from a perfect Body, having made no mention of Cinnabar, whereas 
notwithstanding in the same place he gave a Description of this Menstruum 
in these few Words, saying: Put of our stinking Menstrual, made of two parts 
of red Vitriol, and one of Salt Peter, and let the aforesaid Menstruum be first 
distilled seven times, and well rectified) let the Vitriol be rubifyed and 
pulverized, then put in the Salt Peter and Cinnabar, and grind all together, 
then put the Matter in fit Vessels well luted to be distilled; let it be distilled 
first with a gentle Fire as the Work requires, and as they know how that have 
done it: Let this Water be distilled very often, casting away the Feces which 
remain at the bottom of the Cucurbit, and so it will be your best distilled 
Menstruum. 

Sometimes they added common Vitriol to the Azoquean Vitriol and 
Nitre: It is thus done. 


70. The Stinking Menstruum made of Azoquean 
Vitriol; common Vitriol, and Niter of Ripley. 
Cap. 1. Pag. 143. Medul. Phil. Chym. 


Take Vitriol made of the sourest Juice of Grapes, with the Fire of 
Nature and Sericon (Azoquean Vitriol) joined together in one mass with 
Natural (common) Vitriol a little dried, together with the Sol Niter, and out of 
these distill a Water, which will first be weak and phlegmatic, not coloring 
the Vessel, which throw away: Then will ascend a white Fume, which will 
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make Ше Vessel look like Milk, which must be gathered, till it ceases, and Ше 
Vessel is returned to its former color: For that Water is the Stinking 
Menstruum, wherein is our Quintessence, that is, the white Fume, which is 
called the Fire against Nature, without which our Natural Fire could not 
subsist, whereof we will say more in its proper place: And these, namely, the 
Mineral and Vegetable Water, being mixed together, and made one Water, do 
operate contraries, which is a thing to be admired; for this one dissolves and 
congeals, moisteneth and dryeth, putrefies and purifies, dissipates and joins, 
separates and compounds, mortifies and vivifies, destroyeth and restoreth, 
attenuates and inspissates, makes black and white, burneth and cooleth, 
begins and ends. These are the two Dragons fighting in the Gulf of Sathalia, 
this is the white and red Fume, whereof one will devour the other: And here 
the dissolving Vessels are not to be luted, but only stopped slightly with a 
Linen Cloth and Mastic, or common Wax: For this Water 15 a Fire and a Bath 
within the Vessel, and not without, which, if it feels any other strong Fire, 
will be presently elevated to the top of the Vessel, and if it finds no rest there, 
the Vessel will be broken, and so the composition will be left frustrated. So 
much as this compounded Water dissolves, so much it congeals and elevates 
(is congealed and elevated) into a glorious Earth: And so it is the secret 
dissolution of our Stone, which is always done with the congelation of its 
own Water; And because this Fire of Nature 15 added to the Water against 
Nature, so much thereof as it lost of its Form by the Fire against Nature, so 
much it recovers by the Water of Nature, that our work by the Fire against 
Nature, may not be destroyed or annihilated. 


From the Receipts we observe. 


1. That the Menstruums of this Kind, being made of the very matter of 
Philosophical Wine, or Philosophical Grapes, are the first of all other 
Menstruums, either Minerals or Vegetable. 

2. That the milky Liquor or Spirit, Virgins Milk, white Mercury, the White 
Wine of Lully, and the Glue of the Green Lyon, called by Paracelsus the 
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Glue of the Eagle, are terms synonymous; and Ша! Ше Red Liquor, Blood of 
the Green Lyon, Red Mercury, the Philosophers Sulphur, and the Red Wine 
of Lully, otherwise by Paracelsus, the Blood of the Red Lyon, are likewise 
Synonyma's. 

3. That the acid Mineral Menstruums, are by digestion or further elaboration, 
transformed either into a simple Vegetable Menstruum, or into the Heaven or 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine. 

4. That these acid Menstruums are to be distilled with very great caution, by 
reason of the excessive effervescence of the Azoquean Vitriol, or rather Spirit 
of Philosophical Wine, which is in this Vitriol caused by the Acids. 

5. That Mineral Menstruums are the Heaven or Essence of Philosophical 
Wine dissolved in an acid, so that having acquired this Spirit, you may make 
them ex tempore by simple dissolution. 

6. That the Menstruums even now prepared are presently to be used, lest they 
perish. 

7. That Menstruums are by dissolving Bodies coagulated. 

8. That Metallic Bodies are by these Menstruums reduced into running 
Mercury. 

9. That these are called Stinking Menstruums, because of their stinking smell. 
By the smell alone we easily distinguish these from those fragrant 
Menstruums called Vegetable. Thus the unsavory smell of the Menstruum 
itself proves that Morienus used the Stinking Menstruum. What is the smell 
of it, saith King Calid, by way of Question, before and after the making of it? 
Morienus answereth, Before it is made, the scent of it is strong and unsavory; 
but after the preparation of it, it has a good scent, according to that which the 
wise man saith: This Water resembles the unpleasant smell of a Body dead, 
and void of life; for the smell of it is ill, and not unlike to the smell of Graves: 
He that can whiten the Soul, and cause it to ascend again, and keep the Body 
well, and take away all obscurity from it, and extract the ill savor out of it, 
will be able to infuse it into the Body, and in the hour of conjunction 
exceeding Miracles will appear, Morien. de Trans. Metal. p. 33. Geber also 
acknowledgeth himself to have operated with a mineral Menstruum, Cap. 25. 
Summa perfect. The first natural Principles, saith he, out of which Metals are 
procreated, are the Stinking Spirit, that 15, Sulphur, and Water vive, which 
also we allow to be called dry Water. 
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And in another Place at Ше end of his Book de Investigat. he goes on; 
We do by plain and open proof conclude our Stone to be nothing else but a 
Stinking Spirit, and living Water, which we also call dry Water, being 
cleansed by natural decoction and true proportion with such an Union, that 
nothing can be added for the abbreviation of the Work, that is, a perfect Body 
attenuated. 

10. That Adrop, the Name of the Matter of these Menstruums, signifies the 
Philosophers Saturn, or Lead. The first Matter of this leprous Body, saith 
Ripley, is a viscous Water inspissated in the Bowels of the Earth. The great 
Elixir for the Red and for the White, saith Vincentius, is made of this Body, 
whose Name is Adrop, otherwise called Philosophical Lead, pag. 132. Medul. 
Phil. Chym. 

Our Stone, saith Arnold, in Speculum Alchymiae, is called Adrop, 
which is in Latin Saturnus, in English Lead, and according to the Trojans 
Dragon or Topum, that is, Poison, Septima Dispos. Speculi, pag. 596. Vol. 4. 
Theatrum Сһутісит. I have showed that the Philosophers gave in divers 
Names, because of the diversity of Colors; but as to their Intention, they had 
one peculiar Name, that is, Roman Gold, or Adrop, or Stone above all the 
Stones of this world, Quarti dispositio Speculi, pag. 594 of the same 
Volume™. Laton and Azoth are together, and never asunder, but remain 
always joined together, but because of the diversity of Colors, the 
Philosophers called them by many Names; and as the Colors are varied and 
changed, they impose so many Names; because Azoth among the Indians is 
Gold; among Ше Hermians Silver; among the Alexandrians and Macedonians 
Iron; with the Greeks Mercury; with the Hebrews Tin; with the Tartars brass; 
with the Arabians Saturn; and among the Latins, and especially among the 
Romans Ognividon, (by an Anagram Dona G vint, G signifying 
Philosophical Mercury, or Sulphur aqueum); But that none may err, I say, it 
hath one proper Name, and is commonly called by men, and every one knows 
the Stone, Tertia dispos. Speculi. pg. 593 of the same Volume: 

Some of the Adepts write not Adrop, but Atrop, by which Name they 
have been pleased to signifie the Matter of these Menstruums to be as it were 
the Gate of all the most secret Chymy: for Atrop, by the inversion of the 
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Letters is read Porta, a Gate: Thus Robertus Valensis in Gloria Mundi, pag. 
305. That you may attain (saith he) to the true foundation, I will once again 
repeat it to you, and call it the first Hyle, that is, the beginning of all things; it 
is also called the only Holy; apprehend what Elements are in it by those, 
which are repugnant; the Stone of the Philosophers, of the Sun, of Metals, the 
fugitive Servant, the airy Stone, the Thernian Stone, Magnesia, or the 
corporal Stone, Marcasite, the Stone of Sal Gemmae, the Stone of Children, 
the golden Stone, the Original of worldly things, Xelis, also by inversion 
Silex, a Flint, Xidar, by the same inversion Radix, Atrop, by inversion, Porta, 
a Gate; and it hath also as many other Names, yet is but one only thing. 

To Robertus, Lully seems to incline, who has been pleased to call every 
alteration of the Azoquean Vitriol, or Matter of the Menstruums of this Kind, 
the first Porta or Gate of the Work; thus he called the dissolution of the 
Matter the first Gate. In our whole Magistry, saith he, there are three 
principle Spirits necessary, which cannot without the consummation of their 
resolution be manifested, and they are otherwise called, three Argent vives. 
And because Resolution is so often used for the First Gate of our Magistry 
which we will declare; the said Resolution is divided into three principal 
parts: The first is Corporal, and is called in the Latin Tongue Recsage (that is, 
Anagrammatically facere G; but by G, he means Sulphur aqueum, Cap.5. 
The. Test. pag. 115. Vol. 4. Theatrum Chemicum. or our Mercury, Cap. 20. 
Pract. Test. pag. 170. of the same Volume.) The second 15 spiritual, and 
called Agazoph. The third 15 spiritual and corporal, and called Ubridru gat. 
etc. 

When the Matter in the Resolution of it appears black, this Blackness 
(for which some have called it Lead) he would have to be a sign of the first 
Gate. In the first Resolution, saith he, lies all the danger, and therefore I give 
you notice, that you must have the Sulphurs of simple Argent vives destroyed 
by heat, in such manner and form, as that their active property may not be 
expelled by extraneous heat, and that it may not be separated from its moist 
Subject, which appears wholly black, full of a noble Spirit: That Blackness 
demonstrates the sign of the first Gate leading into our Magistry, and without 
it can no thing be done, because it is the Fire of Nature, which 15 to 
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create Ше Stone, and which cannot be manifested without Ше corruption of 
its Body, Cap. 28. Theor. Test. pag. 51. Vol. 4. Theatrum Chemicum 

Lastly, He calls the Distillation of this Matter the first Gate also. The 
way of preparing the Stony, and fermentable Spirit is, to take the Juice of 
Lunary, and extract the sweat of it with a small and gentle fire, and you will 
have in your power one of our Argent vives in Liquor, in the form of a white 
water, which 15 the ablution and purgation of our Stone, and its whole Nature: 
And that is one of the most principal Secrets, and is the first Gate, as you may 
understand by the Reasons aforesaid, etc. Cap. 9. Theor. Test. pag. 21. of the 
same Volume, 

Being persuaded by these and the like Quotations, I may affirm, that 
Atrop is to be written rather than Adrop, because besides the Blackness or 
Philosophical Lead, Atrop signifies the beginning or first Gate of the Work. 
11. That in the Adeptical Chymy are many Green Lyons, to be necessarily 
distinguished one from another. 

By the first the Adepts meant the Celestial Sun, governing the whole 
World. 

The second is Argent vive, more common to us than common Argent 
vive. 

The third is called Argent vive dissolved into a Green Color. 

The fourth is Adrop, Azoquean Vitriol, Philosophers Lead, etc. 

The fifth is the Stinking Menstruum, otherwise called the Blood of the 
Green Lyon. 

The sixth is the Green Lyon of Fools, Roman Vitriol, Verdigreece, etc. 

The seventh is extraordinary, namely, common Mercury sublimed. 

12. That there are also many Saturns. 

The first is common Lead, the impurest of Metals, and consequently the 
most remote of all in our Art; which to prove by the Sentiments of the Adepts 
is a thing superfluous, finding almost everywhere amongst the Adepts a 
solemn caution for us to beware of this devourer of Metals and Minerals, 
Saturn. Have a care, saith Ripley, (to bring one witness for all) of operating 
with Saturn, because it is commonly said, Eat not of the Son, whose Mother 
is defiled, and believe me, many Men err in Saturn. Hear what Avicenne 
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saith, Saturn will be always Saturn, yea, operate not with Ше Earth of 
(Philosophical) Saturn, which the Spirit of it has despised, and left for the 
worst Sulphur, etc. Cap. 2. Philorcii. pag. 188. 

The second is Adrop, or Azoquean Vitriol, whereof before. 

A third is the first Color or blackness of the first Work: of which lower. 

The fourth is Copper, the first of Metals; of which Arnold in Speculo 
Alchym. disp. 8. Pag. 605. Volum. 4. Theatrum Сһетісит. thus: 

There were, saith he, Philosophers that placed our Science in the seven 
Planets; and our first Planet is called Venus, the second Saturn, the third 
Mercury, the fourth Mars, the fifth Jupiter, the sixth Luna, the seventh Sol: 
The Generation of Copper hath the first place after (the universal) Mercury, 
saith Basilius, Libro de rebus nat. & supernat. Cap. 4. Of all those things, 
saith Paracelsus, which proceed from Salts, there is none more nearly allied 
to the Mineral Virtue than Vitriol; the reason is, because Salts are Minerals, 
and all Minerals lie in one Mass and Ares. Now Vitriol in the separation of 
Minerals, is the last thing, to which is immediately subsequent the generation 
of Metals, whereof Venus 15 the first, Lib. 4. Philos. de Element Aquae, pag. 
279. And a little after he saith, The Marcasites and Cachymys being thus 
separated from the first Matter of Metals, then follows the first Generation, 
which is of Venus, etc..Besides, by the separation, whereby the nature of the 
Marchsites and Cachymys are expelled, the generations of Copper do 
immediately concur, imprint themselves, and are coagulated together, 
because it is the first Metal after the separation of the Marcasites and 
Cachymys. in the same Book, pag. 281. 

The Vitriol of Venus being the first of all things added or joined to the 
Vegetable Mercury in the making of Adrop, is called by Lully the first Male. 
This Fire, saith he, is that Property of the Mercury, which you must endeavor 
to preserve from burning, being the Tincture of Vitriol, with which (the 
Vegetable) Mercury ought to be sublimed, because it is the first Male of it, 
and is the augmentation of our Tincture, which is a great addition in virtue 
and power, when it is joined with the Tincture of Sol; for if you know how to 
extract the Property of Mercury from Vitriol and Salt, and make them 
friendly by conjunction, which is done by gentle sublimation, you will know 
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one of Ше greatest Secrets of Nature, and Ше true principal perfection. 
Codicil. cap. 92. pag. 202. So in many places of his Theoriae Testamenti 
majoris, he means Vitriol by his Male; in these especially: The Fire of our 
Male, pag. 50. The Virtue of the Male, pag. 94. The Virtue of the Sperm of 
the Male, pag. 108. The Heat of the Male, pag. 72. The Female (Venus) is in 
this case the Male, and is not so hot as the true (second) Male, Gold, Pag. 73. 
Vol. 4. Theatrum Chemicum. This Male also Espanietus mentioneth in the 
making of his Menstruum. Take, saith he, the winged Virgin completely 
washed and cleansed, impregnated with the spiritual Seed of the first Male, 
etc. Sect. 58. Arcanum Hermeticae Philosophiae.” 

Paracelsus, the better to express the Masculine Nature of Venus, calls it 
Metallus, a Noun of the Masculine Gender, as Metallus primus. Take, saith 
he, the Coralline Liquor, I mean that which is very diaphanous, to which add 
a fifth part of the Vitriol of Venus, digest them in Balneo for a month; for by 
this means the Wine of the first Metal separates itself aloft, but the feculent 
part of (this) Wine, the Vitriol of Venus retains (he means the residue left in 
the extraction of Vitriol) and so that first Metal (Metallus primus) is made a 
perspicuous, diaphanous, and truly red Wine, etc. Cap. 12. Lib.2. De Vita 
Longa, Pag. 65°”. As the Adepts called Venus the first Metal (Metallus 
primus) in the Masculine Gender, so also they changed Saturnus (Saturn) a 
Noun of the Masculine Gender, into Saturna, a Noun of the Feminine Gender, 
to signifie not common Lead, but Venus, being a Feminine Noun, of Copper. 
I have, saith Ripley, a dear and beloved Daughter, named Saturna, from 
which Daughter are both the white and red Elixirs assuredly procreated; if 
therefore you desire this Science, you must extract а clear water from her, 
etc. 

Sometimes to describe by Saturn, not only Venus, but also the 
Philosophical preparation of Copper (that is, to be performed by a Vegetable 
Menstruum) they made it a Vegetable or Herb, that so they might distinguish 
that which was, from that which was not prepared; Thus Flamel in his 
Summary: Some unskilled men, and unlearned Chymists take common Gold, 
Silver, and Mercury, and handle them ill, till they vanish away by fume, and 
thereby endeavor to make the Philosophers Mercury; but they do not attain 
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to that, which is Ше first Matter and true Mine of Ше Stone: But if they would 
attain to that, and reap any good, they must betake themselves to the seventh 
Mountain, where there is no Plain, and from the top downward behold the 
other six, which they will see at great distance. At the top of this Mountain 
you will find a triumphant Royal Herb, which some Philosophers call a 
Mineral, some a Vegetable, and if pure and clean Broth be made thereof, the 
better part of the work will be hereby accomplished, and this right and subtle 
Philosophical Mercury must you take. This Place is thus read in 
Chortalassaeus, pag. 313. Vol.6. Theatrum Chemicum. Ascend therefore the 
Mountain, that you may see the Vegetable, Saturnine, Plumbeus and Royal, 
likewise also Mineral Root, or Herb, take only the Juice of it, and throw away 
the Husks. 
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The Fourteenth KIND. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of the 
acid or saline Essences of Salts. 


71. The Water or Oil of Salt of Paracelsus. 
Cap. 3. Lib. 10. Arch. Pag. 38.58 


Though there be many ways of extracting the primum Ens of Salt, yet 
this (method of making Salt circulated, the Circulatum minus of Salt, the 
dissolving Water, the Water or Spirit of Salt circulated, described above in 
Numb. 27.) is most commodious, and expeditious, and after this is that other 
way, which we mentioned speaking of the Elixir of Salt, namely, that new 
Salt being mixed well with the dissolving Water, which is the distilled Spirit 
of Salt (circulated) must be putrefied, and so long distilled, till the whole 
substance of the Salt is dissolved, and reduced into a perpetual Oleosity, the 
Body of Phlegm being drawn neatly from it. This way 15 also taught the 
preparation of the Arcanum or Magistry of Vitriol and Tartar, as of all other 
Salts. 


Annotations. 


We take notice that the Menstruums of the antecedent Kind are made of 
the unctuous Matter of Philosophical Wine, purged, dissolved, and volatilized 
with an acid; in the present we shall observe the contrary, namely, that the 
acid or saline Essences of Salts made with the unctuous Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, are Menstruums of this fourteenth Kind. Paracelsus in 
the prescribed Receipt reduced Salts by cohobation alone, with the Water of 
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Salt circulated into a liquid substance or Oil, but the ОП made of common 
Salt, by the method aforesaid, he commends before the rest to his Disciples, 
for the extraction of Metallic Bodies. Certainly, saith he, there cannot be a 
more Noble and better way, than by the Water or Oil of Salt, prepared as we 
have clearly described in Alchymia (and in Libris Chyrurgica.) For this 
Water fundamentally and radically extracts out of all Metallic Bodies their 
Natural Liquor or Sulphur, and a most excellent Crocus as well for Medicinal 
as Chymical Operations: It resolves and breaks any Metal whatever, 
converting it out of its own Metallic Nature into another, according to the 
various intention and industry of the Operator. Manual de Lap. Phil. pag. 139. 

It will therefore be worthwhile to explain the way of making this Oil of 
Salt more clearly to you: First for the illustration of the Receipt we will 
propose the Description of the Oil of Salt alleged by the Author himself, in 
the eighth Book of his Archidoxies, which in the Elixir of Salt, Pag. 31. we 
read thus: Take Salt accurately prepared most white, and most pure; put it 
into a Pelican with such a quantity of the dissolving Water, as to exceed the 
weight of it six times: Digest them in Horse-Dung together the space of a 
Month, then separate the dissolving Water by distillation, pour it again to it, 
and separate as before, and that so oft, till the Salt is converted into Oil. 

By comparing the Receipts it appears, that Sea-Salt newly made 15 not 
to be understood by new Salt, but the same exquisitely purified: Then it is 
clear, that the weight of the Water of the circulated Salt omitted in the 
Receipt of the tenth Book, ought to be so determined, as to be six times more 
than the weight of the Salt: Moreover, the time and place of putrefaction 
omitted in the former process are described in the other, that is, to be digested 
a Month in Horse-Dung: Besides it is from the Receipts observed, that all the 
Salt is not converted into Oil, the Body of the Salt being drawn as a Phlegm 
from the Essence. Lastly, that the Oils of Vitriol and Tartar may be also 
made by the method. 

The Receipts being thus compared, are not only without all obscurity, 
but do by the exuberance of their Light give Light also to other Processes, 
being otherwise less intelligible. So this Oil of Salt, as the Essence or primum 
Ens of Salt explains that more obscure Description of the Essence of 
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Salts given in Libro 4. Archidoxies Pag. 14.” Take Salts, and calcine them 
thoroughly; if they be Volatile, burn (sublime) them, after that resolve them 
into a tenuity (per deliquium) and distill them into a Water (through a Filter.) 
This Water putrefy (not by itself, but as the Disciples of the Art ought to 
understand and know, with the Water of Salt circulated) for a Month, and 
distill by Balneo, and a sweet Water will ascend (the Body of the Salt by way 
of a Phlegm) which cast away: That which will not ascend, digest again (with 
new dissolving Water) another Month, and distill as before, and that so oft, 
till no more sweetness is perceived. By this way you have now the 
Quintessence of Salt in the bottom (like an Oil) scarce two Ounces out of a 
Pound of the burned or calcined Salt. One Ounce of this Salt thus extracted, if 
common, seasoneth Meat more than half a Pound of another; for the 
Quintessence of it remains only, and the Body is drawn from it by liquid 
solution. This way is the Quintessence of all Salts separated. 

This Process being thus enlightened by the rays of the antecedent, 
reflects no small Light upon the said Receipts, namely, that scarce two 
Ounces are acquired from one Pound of the Salts. 

In Clavi Archidoxorum, Lib. 10. Pag. 37." Paracelsus has described 
the Essences of Salts in these Words: The way of extracting the Quintessence 
of Salts, as Vitriol, Salt, Nitre, Tartar, etc. is this: Cohobate with its own 
Liquor or Water very often, putrefy with the Phlegm, and then draw off the 
Body in the form of Phlegm even to the fixed Spirit: This Spirit dissolves in 
its own Water, and by a strong heat separate the pure from the impure with 
the Spirit of Wine. This Description is most obscure, but made clearer by 
those aforesaid. The meaning of Paracelsus is this: He putrefies the Salts, and 
cohobates them, so often, with their own Liquors or Waters, that is, with their 
own Circulatums; common Salt with common Salt circulated; Nitre, with 
Nitre circulated; Vitriol with the Water of Vitriol circulated; Alum with the 
Water of Alum circulated, the dissolving Water of Alum, the Circulatum 
minus of Alum, etc. till they remain at the bottom in the form of an Oil, 
which Oil being either acid or saline, easily makes an effervescence with the 
unctuous Spirit of Philosophical Wine in its own Circulatum, and in this heat 
lets fall some of its impurities and so becomes purer, which thing is 
confirmed by the Description itself of the Water of Salt circulated, where he 
putrefies Salt being melted and resolved per deliquium, 
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with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, cohobates, and draws it to an Oleity: 
Join it, saith he, with the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine, and the impure will 
fall to the bottom, which separate, but let the pure be Crystalized in a cold 
place, pour the distillation to it again, and cohobate so oft, till a fixed Oil 
remains at the bottom, and nothing sweet will more distill. 

Moreover, this Oil of Salt as а Menstruum, makes his Process in 
Chyrurgica intelligible, which otherwise could not be understood. 


72. The Water of Salt by another Description 
of Paracelsus. 
Cap. 2. Tract. 3. part 2. Chyrurgica. major. Pag. 66” 


Take Salt without any addition of Art being most white by nature itself 
(Sal Gemmae) which must be divers times melted, then being reduced into a 
most fine Powder mixed with the Juice of Raphanus”, stir them together; 
after resolution distill, distill the distillation with an equal quantity of the 
Juice of Sanguinea five times more: In this Water are Plates of Sol, being 
purged by Antimony, easily resolved into Powder; this Powder being thus 
prepared must be washed with sweet Water distilled, till it hath no taste of 
Salt, for the Salt not entering into the substance of it, is easily washed away. 

In this Process Sal Gemmae being fused by the method of the Water of 
Salt circulated, is dissolved in the Juice of Raphanus, evaporated and 
resolved per deliquium, then six times distilled with an equal proportion of 
the Juice of Sanguinea. In the antecedent Description of this Oil of Salt, this 
fusion of the Salt, dissolution in the Juice of Raphanus, and resolution per 
deliquium is not necessary, because the Water of Salt Circulated is sufficient 
of itself to separate the Essence of Salt from its Phlegm: But where we use 
the Spirit of Philosophical Wine in making the Water of Salt circulated, 
without the said previous preparation of the Salt, we should have the Work 
too tedious: In the mean time both Processes agree in weight of Menstruum, 
for it 1s all one, whether the Salt be cohobated into an Oil with six times as 
much of the dissolving Water, or distilled six times with the Juice of 
Sanguinea in 
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equal weight. One thing that made Ше latter Process inexplicable, is Ше 
unknown Juice of Sanguinea, but however it 15 evident by what hath been 
said, that either the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, or the Water of Salt 
circulated supplies its place. Basilius indeed resolved common Salt with the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine not into an Oil; but reduced into it a Green 
Stone thus: 


Viride Salis of Basilius. 
In supplemento Libri de conclusion. 


Take common Salt, calcine it well, yet without fusion, reduce it to a 
Powder, resolve per deliquium in a Cellar, or in Raphanus made hollow, then 
distill in Sand with a quick Fire, and a Water will ascend, the residue in the 
bottom pulverize, and dissolve it in its distilled Water, and distill again; this 
repeat till all the Salt has ascended, which will be in the fourth or fifth time: 
Draw off the Phlegm from the distilled Water in Balneo, the remainder put 
into a Cellar in cold Water, and you will have Crystals, which take out, and 
dissolve in the Phlegm; then draw off one half, and you will find new 
Crystals, repeat the Operation four times or more, for the oftener, the more 
fusible will be the Crystals, which being dried and pulverized on a Marble, 
pour to them the rectify Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine, which cohobate from 
the Salt so oft, till you perceive the Oil of Salt coagulated into a Green 
transparent Stone, which reserve. 

Paracelsus in his Receipts appointed the calcination of Salt to be done 
by the fusion of it; but in this Process Basilius prohibits this liquefaction of 
Salt, wherefore we conclude it to be little essential in the said depuration of 
Salt, nor do we think it necessary, for the Salt being resolved per deliquium 
to be distilled, thereby to be made a fusible Salt; Paracelsus having taught 
how to make the same Oil out of fused Salt, which Oil Paracelsus himself, 
besides Basilius, in many places affirms to be of a Green Color. Thus we 
read of the Green Oil of Salt: Libro de male curatis, Pag. 170. Chyrurgica 
Majoris. Of the Greens of Salt, Libro. 4. de Gradibus, Pag. 154. 
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From Ше Receipts we observe, 


1. That these Menstruums are the Essences of Salts not tinging. 

2. That the Oils or Essences of tinging Salts, as Vitriol, etc. may also be made 
by the same method, and do appertain not to this, but to another Kind. 

3. That these Menstruums are by further digestion or cohobation made sweet, 
and transmute into volatile Arcanums, less Circulatums, or Simple Vegetable 
Menstruums of the Fifth Kind. 

4. That these Menstruums do dissolve Metals into Powder for its extraction of 
the Crocus or Sulphur of Metals and Minerals: The way we will borrow from 
Ripley in the Use of Stinking Menstruums. 

Let us, saith he, proceed, Pag. 145. Medul. Phil. Chym. to practice 
upon the Calx of a (Metallic) Body duly calcined: The Body therefore being 
prepared, pour upon it so much of this compounded water (in Numb. 70.) As 
to cover it half an inch, and it will presently boil upon the Calxes of the Body 
without any external heat, dissolving the Body, and elevating it in a form of 
Ice, together with the exsiccation of itself, which must be taken away by the 
hand of the Operator: And the remaining Calxes being well dried again by 
Fire, put so much water to them as before, and proceed in all things as before, 
continuing the same way of operating, till all the Calxes be well dissolved: 
which substance being well dissolved, neatly separated and pulverized, must 
be put into a good quantity of the rectify water of the Fire of Nature (Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine) that in that Vessel well stopped it may by the 
administration of external heat, together with the excitation of internal heat, 
be dissolved into an Oil, which will soon be done, etc. When the Menstruum 
(of Sericon, in Numb. 63.) is poured upon the aforesaid Calxes (of Metals) it 
begins to boil up; and ifthe Vessel be well stopped, it will not leave working, 
though no external Fire be administered to it, till it be dried into Ше Са; 
wherefore you must not put a greater quantity of it than just to cover the 
Calxes. In the same place, pag. 171. For in this Operation the less of the 
Spirit, and the more of the Body is put, the better and sooner will be the 
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dissolution, which is made by Ше congelation of Ше Water. You must have a 
care therefore, as it is said in the Rosary, that the Belly be not to moist, 
because then the Matter would not receive dryness: And this way must be 
observed, till all the water be dried up. The same Place, pag. 161. 

5. That all the sharpness of this Metallic Powder may be washed away with 
sweet water. That the Menstruums of the Adepts are permanent, is manifest 
by the ways of making them; but more clearly by the Use of them in the 
Receipts of the following Books: However Paracelsus seeming to have 
appointed the contrary by the present ablution of the Menstruum, lest 
therefore you should fall into the greatest and most dangerous Error of all 
Adeptical Chymy, we thought good to communicate to you an Observation or 
two about the permanence of Menstruums. 

First, That Aqua ardens, the Philosophical that is, is by digestion or 
circulation divided into Phlegm and Oil swimming upon it, as you observed 
in making the Essence or Spirit of Philosophical Wine. You have taken also 
notice that the same Aqua ardens, or same Oil made of it, is further 
concentrated, and rejects the remaining Phlegm, but that itself as a mere 
Oleosum, remains with the inanimated Earths so called, in the Preparations as 
well of Vegetable, as Mineral Sal Harmoniacks: For it is impossible for the 
said Phlegm being the vehicle of the unctuous Spirit to abide with things 
dissolved, much less be fixed with them, they being so contrary to it: 
wherefore the permanence of Menstruums, but rather the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine is easy to be understood, namely, as these Menstruums 
are unctuous mixed with dry things, not in the least diluted in their aquosities, 
which do all separate themselves as useless in fixation. Examples you will 
have in Lib. 2. De Astris & Arcanis, and often in Lib. 3. of Philosophical 
Tinctures.” 

Secondly, These Menstruums do not presently, or at the first time abide 
with their dissolutions: For sometimes, nay more than often, we are forced to 
pour on and cohobate before any part of it will continue with the dissolved 
Body, whereas in the mean time the rest ascends unaltered. 

Thirdly, Nor do the Menstruums persist with all things promiscuously, 
but are united only to things homogeneous to them, which in reason they 
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should remain with. Thus Ше Simple Vegetable Menstruums do continue 
with Essences, but not with their relinquished white Bodies; whereas the 
Compounded Vegetable Menstruums being suitable to these Bodies, do 
dissolve them wholly in the making of Magisteries. 

Fourthly, Yea though every Menstruum is either an Essence, or, a 
Magistry, and one Essence prepares another, easily entering and mixing 
themselves radically one with another, yet so long as they are of different 
kinds or degrees, are they both separable again, nor do they continue; till one 
being newly extracted, is raised to the same degree as the other, then do they 
flow together at length into a mixture not to be separated by Art or Nature. 

Fifthly, As to these Mineral Menstruums, you have observed, that the 
Acidity of them admits of the same reason with the Phlegm or Aquosity of 
the Vegetable Menstruums, so far as it is moist, and therefore to be separated 
in the fixations of things: But as it consists of the dry Particles of Mineral 
Salts, (but Salts they are dry things dissolved in Acids) it will fall under two 
several Considerations. 

In the first, the Acidity of the Menstruums being perhaps in greater 
plenty than is necessary, or sticking about the superficies of the thing 
dissolved, is easily washed away with common Water. 

But in the second, the same Acidity being more artificially mixed, and 
absorbed by the Aridity of the thing dissolved, is made the cause of 
venenosity, and now cannot be altered but by Vegetable Menstruums 
transmuting it. Paracelsus commands the washing not of the Oil of Salt, but 
the sharpness of the Salt, which penetrates not into the substance of the 
Metal, and is easily washed away, but the Unctuosity of the Salt being 
thoroughly mixed with the unctuous Spirit of Philosophical Wine; and now 
united to the Unctuosity of the Metal, common Water cannot touch nor 
separate. But an Acid received into the bowels of an Arid, he corrects again 
with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, that it may not become the cause of 
venenosity: Yet there is a place in Paracelsus, where he seems to have 
established a particular Decree against the permanence of Menstruums. Many 
several ways, saith he, Lib. 4. Archidoxies de Essentia, pag. 12.” are found, 
whereby the Quintessence may be extracted, viz. by Sublimation, 
Calcination, by Aqua fortisses, by Corrosives, by Sweet, by 
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Бу Sower, etc. It may be done which way you please: Where this is withal to 
be observed, that every thing added by way of mixture, to the Quintessence, 
for the necessity of extraction, must be again taken away, and so the 
Quintessence remain alone, not mixed, or polluted with any other Matters: 
For the Quintessence cannot be extracted from Metals, especially Gold, 
which cannot be subdued by itself alone; but some fit Corrosive must be 
made Use of, which may afterwards be separated from it again; so Salt 
(dissolved) in water, is drawn again from the water left void of Salt: Whereas 
notwithstanding it must be considered, that every Corrosive is not fit for this 
purpose, because they cannot all be separated: For if Vitriol or Alum be 
mixed with water, neither can be separated from it again without detriment or 
corruption, but will leave some sharpness behind them, because they are both 
watery; and two likes concur together, which ought not to be in this place: 
Wherefore it is to be advised, not to put watery to watery, or oily to oily, not 
resiny to resiny, but a thing contrary must separate the Quintessence, and 
extract it, as waters extract the Quintessences of things oleaginous, and the 
oleaginous the Quintessences of watery things, as we may learn by the 
Quintessences of Herbs: The Corrosives therefore are to be separated again 
after the separation and extraction of the Quintessence, which may easily be 
done; for oil and water are separated with ease; but oil cannot be drawn from 
oil, nor water likewise from water without mixing, which being left, would 
indeed infer very great detriment to the Quintessence: For a Quintessence 
ought to be clear and pure without any mixture, so as to have a uniform 
substance, by virtue whereof to penetrate the whole Body. 

Lest the Essence should be defiled by things added for the necessity of 
extraction, he commands no Watery Matter to be extracted by a watery 
Menstruum, an oily by an oily, a resiny by a resiny, but by some contrary. 
This rule, if understood according to the Letter, is erroneous, for it takes 
away all the permanence of the Menstruums established upon the Maxim so 
often repeated by the Adepts; The Dissolution of the Body is the Coagulation 
of the Spirit or Menstruum; and on the contrary: It takes away, I say, all the 
natural homogeneity of the dissolvent and the dissolved; yea is repugnant 
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to Ше Experience of Paracelsus himself, who had no Menstruum but what 
remained in a radical mixtion with the things dissolved in it, as by the Use of 
them we shall prove hereafter. Now an Essence is divers ways coinquinated 
by things added in the extraction of it. 

First, When a Natural or Seminal Essence is extracted by the like 
Natural Essence of another species; For example, the Essence of Saffron is 
inquinated and confounded with the virtues of Cinnamon, in extracting it 
with the specific Essence of Cinnamon, and therefore the Essences of 
Vegetables are not to be extracted with a Natural, but rather Artificial 
Essence, or with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, not yet specificated. 

Secondly, An Essence is inquinated, when a Menstruum or Essence is 
in greater than convenient quantity used in the extraction of another Essence, 
by which quantity the quality of the said Essence is washed: washed, and as it 
were inquinated; wherefore the superfluity of the Menstruum must always be 
taken away, that the Essence may remain by itself alone without any mixture. 

Thirdly, An Essence is inquinated by extracting it with Acid or mineral 
Menstruums according to some Process of the Ancients. For an Acid, though 
it cannot be radically mixed with any Essence, being no Essence itself, yet is 
easily absorbed or hidden by the Aridity of mineral Essences, and so joined 
with the said Essences by accident, and from a thing otherwise innocent, 
creates a very strong Poison: This therefore to remove, the Ancients first 
washed off that which stuck to the outside of the Body, then transmuted that 
which was more deeply admitted, by the digestion of Vegetable Menstruums. 
But in the making of Essences with Acid or mineral Menstruums according 
to the reformed Process, otherwise called by Paracelsus, the Process of two 
Colors, the said inquination of an Essence hath no place. In the beginning of 
this Process the Acid being absorbed by the Arid, becomes indeed the cause 
of venenosity, as in the Process of the Ancients; but when this Process of 
Paracelsus is by industry and ingenuity raised to such perfection, that no 
more Aridity can remain to hide any Acidity in it, but on the contrary, the 
whole Body, is converted into Two Oils or Fats, from which all Acidity may 
easily be washed away with common Water, then is there no inquination to 
be feared from Acids. The Saying of Paracelsus, we supposed is to be 
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referred to this Method, he having there treated of it on purpose, especially 
having said that the oleaginous Essences of Metals are to be extracted by 
Watery, that is, Acid or corrosive Menstruums, but that the watery Essences 
of Herbs, that is, less oily in respect of Metals, must be made by Oleaginous, 
that is Vegetable Menstruums, which things being not in common terms, but 
obscurely enough delivered, we do therefore leave them to be better 
explained by his Disciples; but if they were to be understood according to the 
Letter, it would certainly be an Error, not indeed to be connived at in the 
Prince of Adepts: But according to the Proverb, We are Men, etc. For 
sometimes good Homer himself has nodded, and the Pen of Paracelsus has 
wanted mending. 
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The Fifteenth KIND. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and 

Acid Spirits, as Aqua fortis, Spirit of 
Nitre, Spirit of Sulphur, Salt, etc. 
distilled Vinegar, etc. 


73. Aqua fortis mixed with the Spirit of 
Wine of Paracelsus. 
In Tinct. Paracelsica, Pag. 37. Aurei Vel. Germ. 


Take the best Wine (the red or white of Lully) rectify till a Linen Cloth 
burneth, being dipped therein and kindled: This Spirit is called the Essence of 
Wine. Take of Vitriol two Pounds, of Nitre one Pound, fro which distill Aqua 
fortis into the aforesaid Essence of Wine, then digest ten Days, that they be 
well united. 


Annotations. 


That the Adepts acuated the Spirit of Philosophical Wine divers ways 
as well with Oily as Dry things, we have given plenty enough of Examples in 
the antecedent Kinds of Vegetable Menstruums; it shall now be declared in 
the following Menstruums, which ways this Spirit is to be acuated by Acids. 
In this Fifteenth Kind we will join the unctuous Spirit of Philosophical Wine 
with some Acid Spirits, that by the help of their acidity it may dissolve and 
perfect Arids sooner and easier than before without. Paracelsus in our 
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Receipts intending to assuage Ше excessive effervescence in dissolving Ше 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine in Aqua fortis, distilled the Aqua fortis into the 
Spirit of Wine, that they might both by degrees be mixed together, which 
being thus mixed one with the other, he digested moreover the space of ten 
Days. The same Menstruum is described by Trithemius. 


74. Aqua fortis mixed with the Spirit of Wine 
of Trithemius. 
Pag. 46. Aurei velleris Germ. 

Take of the Spirit of Wine three Pounds, of Vitriol and Nitre one 
Pound, distill the Spirits of the Aqua fortis into the aforesaid Aqua vitae, 
digest eight Days. 

This quantity of Aqua fortis is insufficient to dissolve three Pounds of 
the Spirit of Wine, Ounces perhaps are to be understood for so many Pounds. 
No Art is here required, provided the Acid and Oily be mixed together. In 
former times the Adepts used distilled Vinegar instead of Aqua fortis, for this 
Menstruum, thus: 


75. Vinegar mixed with the Spirit of Wine 
of Basilius. 
Cap. de Wein Essig. in Rept. Гари.“ 


Der Wein Essig. (Vinegarwine, a single undeclinable Word) 15 not Ше 
Philosophers Vinegar, which 15 another Liquor, viz. the Matter itself of the 
Stone, because the Philosophers Stone is made of the Philosophers Azot; but 
Vinegarwine, is made of common Azot distilled (common Vinegar) and 
Spirit of Wine (that 15, Philosophical). And elsewhere, Libro de particularibus 
de particul. Veneris. I spoke even now, saith he, Parabolically of this 
preparation, in Libro Clavium (in Repetitione) Capite de Wein Essig. where I 
said that common Azot (Vinegar) is not the Matter of the Stone, but our Azot 
or first Matter extracted out of common Azot and Wine, which composition 
is called the expressed Juice of unripe Grapes, with which the Body of Venus 
is to be dissolved, and reduced into Vitriol (then into our Azot, the first 
Matter 
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of Ше Stone, Philosophers Mercury, Spirit of Mercury made of Vitriol, etc.) 
which you must very well observe, that you may be free from many troubles 
and dangers. The Philosophers Mercury, saith he, Libro de Conclusionibus, 
Sect. 2. de Vitriolo Philosophorum, or first Matter of the Stone must be made 
by Art, for our Azot is not common Vinegar, but extracted by Virtue of 
common Azot. 

Though therefore a Philosophical Menstruum may be made of common 
Azot, or distilled Vinegar, and the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, as also 
sufficient and qualified for the dissolutions of some Bodies, yet being less 
sharp, especially in the Alchymical use of Metals and Minerals, instead 
therefore of Vinegar the Adepts took Aqua fortis, the sooner to finish their 
Operations. You must know, saith Isaacus Hollandus, that our Ancestors 
labored in the Art divers ways, and yet came to one and the same end, but 
their Stone made not projection always alike, one making a deep, another a 
strong projection, as the Works (Menstruums) were sharp, or of a deep Color: 
some sweat a long time with pains, before they produced the Stone: others 
shortened the time by sharpness of Wit, as it now done every day with sweat 
and pains. Some of our Ancestors wrought three Years, some four, before 
they acquired the Stone, for in those days Aqua fortis was unknown, and they 
used nothing but distilled Vinegar; but now their Successors have found out 
Aqua fortis, which hath much abbreviated the Work. Cap. 6. Lib. 2. Oper. 
min. pag. 423. Volum. 3. Theatrum Chemicum.” Even at that time Bodies 
were to be opened slowly, namely, by calcination, reverberation, solution in 
our sharp Vinegar (Vinegar mixed with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine) 
which their posterity observing and considering, quickened their Wits, and 
found out Aqua fortis, which did much abbreviate the way to them. Cap. 77. 
Lib. 1. Oper. min. pag. 358. of the same Volume. 

To make the present Kind of Menstruums, the Adepts dissolved this 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, not in Vinegar and Aqua fortis only, but in any 
acid Spirit not tinging, as of Salt, Sulphur, etc. It is thus prepared: 
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76. The Spirit of Salt of Basilius. 
Lib. partic. inparticul. Solis. 


Take of the Spirit of Salt accurately dephlegmed one part, of the best 
Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine without any Phlegm, or of the Sulphur of Wine 
half a part, the Vessels being luted, distill with a strong Fire, so as that 
nothing remains. 

If you add new Spirit of Wine to the distillation, and digest for some 
time, 1 becomes sweet: It is therefore requisite to dissolve the Spirit of Wine 
in the Spirit of Salt without digestion, lest the acidity or brackishness of this 
Spirit be lost. Guido sometimes took his Circulatum either minus or majus, 
instead of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, into which he distilled the Spirit 
of Salt. 


77. The Spirit of Salt of Guido. 
Pag. 7. Thesauri Chym. 

Take of the less Vegetable Menstruum (in Numb. 36.) or the great (in 
Numb. 38.) one Pound, put it in a large Receiver. Then take of common Salt, 
or Sal Gemmae, of the Stone of Tripoly, of each four Pounds, distill in an 
Earthen Retort with an open Fire, first gentle, till all the Phlegm is drawn off, 
then put the Receiver with the Circulatum to it, and distill the Spirits, till not 
a drop of the Oil of Salt ascends, and you will have an acuated Menstruum. 

To make these Menstruums stronger, they sometimes separated or drew 
off the Acid from the Oleosum, that the Spirit of Philosophical Wine might 
remain in the form of Oil or Ice, thus: 


78. Aqua fortis mixed with the Spirit of Wine 
of Lully. 
In Elucidat. Testam. pag. 147. Artis. aurifer. 


Take of Vitriol one part, of Nitre one part, of Alum a fourth part, mix 
them all well together, and distill with a gentle Fire, till the Liquor is gone 
over, then give a stronger, and lastly most strong, till the Alembic grows 
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white, for then is the Aqua fortis prepared. Then take of Ше aforesaid Water 
one pound, put it in a large Cucurbit, and pour it upon four ounces of Aqua 
Vitae (Aqua ardens) four times distilled, and put an Alembic on with its 
Receiver, then will it make great noises, boiling exceeding violently without 
Fire; and therefore the Waters ought to be mixed by little and little. Then put 
it into a less Cucurbit, and put on an Alembic with its Receiver, and distill the 
Water in Balneo, that a Matter may remain alone at the bottom of the Vessel 
in the form of Ice; pour back the water, and distill again, and this repeat nine 
times, then will an Oil or Matter like Ice remain in the bottom. 

This Menstruum of Lully is clear, and therefore requires not our 
Explanation. But it is described by an Anonymous in Rhenanus, thus; 


79. Aqua fortis mixed with the Spirit of Wine of 
an Anonymous Author. 

Libro de Principiis Naturae, & Arte Alchym. pag. 
28. Syntagm. Harm. Joh. Rhenani. 


Take an equal Quantity of Niter and Alum, distill the Phlegm, till the 
strong and dissolving Spirits ascend, and set before them new and clean 
distilled water, and force the Spirits into it with a most strong Fire. Then take 
the Spirit of Wine being well purged, and artificially distilled in Balneo, take 
four ounces of them to one pound of Aqua fortis, put them into a large 
Cucurbit, apply an Alembic to it, stop, and put it into cold water, and let them 
boil till they will boil no more: Then put it in Balneo, and distill the water, so 
that the Spirits may remain yet moist, then pour the water first drawn off, to 
them again, and do as before, and that seven times, continually distilling with 
a gentle Fire, till nothing more will distill, but the Matter remain like an Oil 
in the bottom. 
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From Ше Receipts we observe these remarkable Things. 


1. That the Spirit of Philosophical Wine dissolved in an acid Spirit, is a 
mineral Menstruum. Our Aqua fortis, our Vinegar, distilled Vinegar, Vinegar 
mixed with the Spirit of Wine, our Spirit of Salt, Sulphur, etc. 

2. That the Spirit of the same Wine, is with very great ebullition dissolved in 
an Acid, and therefore you ought to be exceeding careful lest you pour too 
much of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine upon the Aqua fortis, and vice 
versa: For it would be more safe to distill the Aqua fortis upon the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, as Paracelsus adviseth. 

3. That Aqua fortis mixed with the Spirit of Wine, may be taken instead of 
Vinegar mixed with the Spirit of Wine, or Spirit of Salt mixed with the Spirit 
of Wine etc. in Chymical Works especially. 

4. That the more these Menstruums are abstracted from the Acid debilitated 
in dissolution, the stronger they are made. 

5. That the Adepts used also corrosive Menstruums or Aqua fortis. There are 
some, not only common ignorant Operators, but Adepts also, who not 
knowing the Preparation and Use of these Menstruums, have written against 
these corrosive Menstruums. Fools, saith Bernhard, do out of the less 
Minerals make and extract corrosive waters, into which they cast the Species 
of Metals, and corrode them; for they think them to be dissolved by a natural 
solution; which solution doth indeed require permanence together, that is, of 
the dissolvent and the dissolved; that from both, as the Masculine and 
Feminine Seed a new Species may result. Verily I tell you no water dissolves 
a Metallic Species by a natural reduction, but that which continues in matter 
and form, and which the Metals themselves, being dissolved, are able to 
re-congeal. Which Quality is not in Aqua fortisses, but is rather injurious to 
the Composition, that is, of the Body dissolved, etc. Yet thus they think they 
dissolve, mistaking Nature; but they dissolve not, because the Aqua fortisses 
being abstracted, the Body melts, as before; nor will that water be permanent 
to it, nor 15 it to that Body as radical Moisture: The Bodies are indeed 
corroded, but not dissolved, and so much the more alienated from a Metallic 
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Species. Wherefore such solutions as these are not Ше foundation of Ше 
transmutative Art, but rather Impostures of Sophistical Alchymists, who think 
this sacred Art lies in these things, etc. Epist. ad Thom. de Bononia, pag. 60. 
Artis Aurifer. So in the Regeneration of Metals, saith Sendivogius, Vulgar 
Chymists proceed amiss, they dissolve Metallic Bodies, either Mercury, or 
Gold, or Saturn, or Luna, and corrode them with Aqua fortisses, and other 
heterogeneous things not requisite to true Art, then they join and force them 
together, not knowing that man is not generated from the Body of a man 
dissected, etc. Tract. 6. pag. 488. Vol. 4. Theatrum Chemicum”? 


Some do by Art corroding Waters make, 

In which Metalline Species they calcine; 

But then the Liquor doth the Earth forsake, 

Nor by mans Skill together they will combine: 

This way to Fools we leave, for nothing fit, 

But for to waste ones Thrift, beware of it. 

Page 41. of the second Part of the Marrow of Alchymy. 


These and the like Expressions they reflect against our Mineral or Acid 
Menstruums, whereas they were written by the Philosophers against 
Common not Philosophical Aqua fortisses. In that Point, saith Lully, they 
ignorantly err, imagining the Bodies of Metals to be dissolved, and as I said 
before, reduced to their first Matter or Nature with Common Aqua fortisses; 
but if they had read our Books, they would certainly know that these Liquors 
are repugnant to the intentions of the Philosophers, etc. Compendium Animae 
Transmutationis. pag. 194. Vol. 4. Theatrum Chemicum.” Parisinus, a 
faithful Disciple of Lully, explains his Meaning thus: Those things that are 
objected by us against Aqua fortisses, namely, that they are of no efficacy in 
the Art, and nevertheless are taught by Lully, are to be otherwise understood: 
For he this way puts a difference between the Vulgar and Philosophical Aqua 
fortisses, etc. And therefore Raymund rejecting sharp Waters, means the 
Aqua fortisses of separation, but not those of the Philosophers, Cap. 6. Lib. 1. 
Elucid. pag. 206. Vol. 6. Theatrum Chemicum But it would be merely 
superfluous for us, either by Authorities or Arguments to illustrate that which 
the Menstruums themselves will demonstrate. 
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The Sixteenth KIND. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of 
Philosophical Vinegar, and Volatile 
Salts, as Common Sal Armoniack, Urine, etc. 


80. The Oil of Sal Armoniack of Guido. 
Pag. 11. Thesauro Chymiatrico. 


Take of the Oil of Salt (the Menstruum described in Numb. 71.) half a 
pound, of (Common) Sal Armoniack four ounces. Dissolve the Salt in the 
Oil, cohobate the Dissolution three times through an Alembic. 


Annotations. 


In the antecedent Kind, the Spirit of Philosophical Wine was dissolved 
in Acids: Now to make these Oily-acid Menstruums stronger, the Adepts 
added to them Salts, that is, Arids dissolved in Acids, and Crystallized. In this 
present Kind they took Volatile Salts, as being of easier preparation, in the 
following: fixed Salts, because of stronger virtue. In the Receipt of Guido, 
there is nothing either difficult or dark, unless you will object against the 
Ingredients, which cannot be both common, because Guido sublimes Gold 
Philosophically with this Menstruum. Whatsoever also you read in the Books 
of Practical Chymy, understand always according to the Letter (we need not 
admonish you to except the Terms of Art) if so, that which is promised in the 
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Preparation and use may be performed; if not, seek an Analogical sense not 
in the method and use of preparation, but in the ingredients; according to 
which Rule either the Oil of Salt, or Sal Armoniack, or both ought to be 
Philosophical, because Gold cannot be Philosophically sublimed with 
Common Menstruums. The Oil of Salt of Paracelsus, as also the Spirit or Oil 
of Salt of Basilius, wherewith he extracts the Sulphur of Sol, do prove the Oil 
of Salt to be a Philosophical Menstruum, Cap. 6. de Rebus nat. & supernat. 

Probable it is that Guido meant the same Oil, for otherwise the Name of 
Oil had been improperly attributed by a Philosopher to the thin and common 
Spirit of Salt. But if you think rather that Guido meant the common Spirit of 
Salt by the Oil of Salt, you must by Sal Armoniack understand not common, 
but Vegetable Sal Harmoniack (the Spirit of Philosophical Wine dried with 
some Salt, and then sublimed) for so you might also make a Menstruum of 
the same if not of stronger Virtue, a species of the following Eighteenth 
Kind: But if both the Oil of Salt and Sal Armoniack be Philosophical, a 
Menstruum will be from thence produced yet stronger than both the 
precedent: Here you may deviate from the true and genuine sense of the 
Receipt, but never from Chymical Truth, so long as you are guided by the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but here you must have a great care that you do 
not transmute (as sometimes through inadvertence you may) the false 
Receipts of deceitful Distillers into true ones; an impossible into a possible; a 
lye into truth; and a wicked Man into a Philosopher. 

Sometimes they impregnated common Sal Armoniack with a Tincture, 
to make a Menstruum higher, thus: 


81. The Water of Sal Armoniack of Isaacus. 
Cap. 47.2. Oper min. pag. 460. Vol. 3. Theatrum Chemicum.*® 

Take Sal Armoniack, sublime it with Roman Vitriol, one Pound of Sal 
Armoniack, to two Pounds of Vitriol, then grind upon a Stone the Feces, and 
sublime again, then throw away the Feces, and sublime again with two 
Pounds of new Vitriol, do as before, repeating nine times: pulverize the Sal 
Armoniack, and put the Powder into a Glass, pour upon it distilled Vinegar 
(Philosophical, or some Menstruum of the Fifteenth Kind) so as only to be 
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dissolved, and no more, than that Ше Sal Armoniack may Бе turned only into 
Water as yellow as Sol, because the Sal Armoniack was sublimed by Vitriol, 
and that produced the Tincture: And this is that Water of Sal Armoniack, 
which I promised before to teach you how to make. 


From the Receipts we observe. 


1. That the Oil or Essence of Salt becomes a stronger Menstruum by the 
addition of Volatile Salts. 

2. That this ought to be understood also of the Menstruums of the fifteenth 
precedent Kind. 

3. That these Menstruums are the same with the Vegetable Menstruums of 
the fourth Kind, excepting only that they have an Acid added over and above. 
4. That these Menstruums are of most easy preparation, being made by three 
cohobations only. 

5. That it is very difficult for a Man to err, being experienced in the more 
secret Chymy, for he that understands the practice of this Art, will easily 
explain the Receipt of every Adept, be it never so obscure, either by the use, 
or tittle, or way of preparing; for it is in a manner impossible, not to draw 
some Light from one or other of the said three, or direction enough to find the 
same Receipt more clear in the Writings either of the same or some other 
Adept: And indeed though we sometimes meet with Receipts, which in title, 
way of preparation, and use, seem to be like the Receipts of vulgar 
Chymistry, yet a Disciple of our Art will easily determine either for the 
approbation or reprobation of these Receipts: For there are infallible signs to 
distinguish a true from a false Menstruum; this one following shall here 
suffice: The quality of a good Menstruum is to dissolve Bodies either gently 
or violently, and make them not only Volatile, but fat also, yea reduce them 
into a true Oil either swimming upon, or sinking under watery Liquors. This 
Attribute of a Menstruum is inconsistent to a common dissolvent, but proper 
to the Philosophical, and to them alone, being made of the unctuous Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, which Spirit alone doth by its permanence make the dry 
Sulphur of a Metal both thinner and fatter: That Menstruum therefore in the 
use of which are promised such things, as cannot be performed by common 
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Menstruums, may be truly called Philosophical, with а caution ог two to be 
observed. 


1. That the Receipt must be of some known and not suspected Author, not of 
every smoke-seller, promising great and many things without a Foundation, 
wherefore every Receipt wanting its Authority, though it may seem like a 
true one, yet we think ought to be rejected as suspicious. 

2. That the Receipt must not be alone, described not in one but divers places 
by the same Author, or at least most clear in its ingredients: For the same 
Names have one signification with one, but another with another Adept; so 
long therefore as it is not known by collateral places, what an Author means 
by his Matters, such a Man's Receipts we declare uncertain. 

3. That the Receipt must import a competent Rule in operating, that is, 
declare whether Matters are to be volatilized in part or in the whole, but 
whatsoever are more obscure and concise we lay aside as imperfect. 
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The Seventeenth KIND. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of 
Philosophical Vinegar, and fixed Salts not 
tinging, as well Vegetable as Mineral. 


82. The Aqua Comedens of Paracelsus. 
Lib. 10. Arch. pag. 374 


By Aqua Comedens (Eating or Corroding Water) we mean Vinegar 
mixed with the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine, which must be drawn from 
common Salt so often, till it is dissolved, and comes over by distillation in the 
Vinegar. 


Annotations. 


The Philosophical Vinegar, or Vinegar mixed with the Spint of 
Philosophical Wine, which you acuated with Volatile Salts in the precedent 
Kind, is made stronger by the mixing of fixed Salts so called. We have 
described several Vegetable Menstruums made with Alkali Salts in their fifth 
Kind, which if prepared with Philosophical Vinegar instead of the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, will produce Mineral Menstruums of this Kind, though 
prepared another way, with this only difference, that they are made more 
slowly with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but with Philosophical Vinegar 
much sooner, yea immediately, if either Common or Philosophical Vinegar 
be joined to the Vegetable Menstruums. Aqua comedens, or Eating Water, is 
the third Menstruum that we have observed to be made of common Salt. The 
first is in the fifth Kind of Vegetable Menstruums, where common Salt being 
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fused and resolved per deliquium, is by Virtue of Ше Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine reduced into the Oil or Essence of Salt, which by being sometimes 
cohobated with the same Spirit, becomes sweet, and is transmuted into the 
Arcanum of Salt, or Circulatum minus made of common Salt. The second is 
in the fourteenth Kind, where the aforesaid Oil of Salt is left in its acid (rather 
saline) Essence. The third, which is taught in the present Kind agrees with the 
first, except only that it 15 prepared not with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
but Philosophical Vinegar, and so, sooner than that, and in use is stronger, as 
a Mineral Menstruum. Dissolve the Arcanum of Salt, or Salt circulated in any 
Acid not tinging; for example, common Vinegar distilled, Spirit of Niter, 
Sulphur, Salt, etc. and it will produce the Eating Water by simple mixtion; on 
the contrary, if you weaken, or take away the Acid of the Eating Water, either 
by precipitating 1 with common Spirit of Wine, common Water, etc. or 
digesting it by itself, you will have the Arcanum of Salt, or Water of Salt 
circulated. That which has been said of common Salt, is also to be understood 
of Niter, Alum, and all other Salts not tinging. The Receipt of the Eating 
Water is clear of itself, except that in the Latin Translation, a Salis Nitri 
Spiritu is read amiss, the German Authors own Writing having it a Sale 
communi Von gemeinen Salz: The Error it is requisite you should correct. 

Menstruums of this Kind are made not only of Mineral Salts not 
tinging, but also of Vegetable Alkalies, thus: 


83. The fixative Water of Trithemius. 
Pag. 37. Aurei Veller. Germ. 


Take Aqua fortis mixed with the Spirit of Wine, (described above in 
Numb. 74.) whereto add of the Oil of Tartar per deliquium half a Pound, 
distill the Spirit, throw away the Phlegm, and dissolve the remaining Earth or 
Salt in the Spirit. 

Keep the solution for the fixing of things; but for volatilization the Salt 
of Tartar must be cohobated so oft, till it ascends as the common Salt in the 
Eating Water. 

Hereto is referred the Menstruum, called 
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84. The Aqua Mirabilis of Isaacus. 
Сар. 29. 2. Oper. Ми.“ & pag. 91. Manus РЫІ.“ 


Take old Urine, distill with a weak Fire, then a stronger, that 
whatsoever can, may ascend; rectify the distillation, taking away all the 
Fatness or Oil, till it leaves no Feces behind it. The Caput Mortuum left in Ше 
bottom, calcine the space of two hours, but without fusion of the Salt, draw 
all the saltness from the calcined Matter, with common Water; evaporate the 
Liquor to a thin skin, that the Salt may be Crystallized, repeat some times, 
that the Salt may be most pure, which dissolve in the distilled Urine. Then 
take of this regenerated Urine six pounds, of distilled Vinegar, and Spirit of 
(Philosophical) Wine, of each three measures, of Common Salt two pounds, 
of Sal Armoniack and calcined Tartar, of each half a pound, dissolve them all 
together into an Aqua Mirabilis. 

The like Water almost hath Basilius, but that he distills his through an 
Alembic; the Description of which followeth. 


85. The Resuscitative Water of Basilius. 
Pag. 81. Currus Triumphalis Antim.™ 


Take of the Salt of Mans Urine clarified and sublimed, of Sal 
Armoniack, and Salt of Tartar, of each one part, mix the Salts, pour strong 
(Philosophical) Vinegar to them, lute with lutum sapientiae, digest the Salts 
for a Month in a continual heat, then distill the Vinegar by Ashes, till the 
Salts remain dry, then mix them with three parts of Venetian Earth, force 
them with a strong Fire through the Retort, and you will have a wonderful 
Spirit for the making of Running Mercury out of Antimony. The same Water 
we find also, pag. 39 of his Manuel Operations. 

The Adepts have sometimes used some crude Oily Matter instead of the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine in making these Menstruums; thus 
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Paracelsus volatilized four Salts into a Menstruum of this Kind with Wax 
dissolved in Aqua fortis. 


86. The Water of Sallabrum of Paracelsus. 
Libro de reductione Metallorum in Argentum 
vivum, folded Tractatu 4. Rosarii novi Olympici 
Benedict Figula, pag. 24. 


Take notice there is no shorter method of reducing Metals into Mercury 
known to us, than that which we used in our Book de putrefactione quatuor 
Salium, which we there called Sallabrum, as thus; each of those (Salts, as 
lower) must be converted into a pure Water or Oil (per deliquium) which 
being mixed in equal weight, are called Lac Veterum, or Milk of the 
Ancients: Which Philosophical Milk put into a strong Receiver, and distill the 
Spirits of calcined Vitriol, calcined Alum, and Ше best Niter, ana, five times 
upon it, and the mixture will be called Flying Eagle, carrying Metals in its 
Talons aloft; such a Metal being sublimed, grind to a powder, from which 
draw the Spirit of strong Wine being poured to it the height of a Finger, three 
or four times gently in Balneo, and you will have a quick or running Metal as 
common Mercury. Now the Eagle is made volatile thus: To the Philosophers 
Milk acuated with the said Spirits, or Eagle, pour Wax, being very well 
liquified and purged, about the thickness of a Finger, distill the Phlegms 
together with the Spirits by a Cucurbit in Balneo, which Matter must be 
cohobated so often, till they are all coagulated or well mixed; and you will 
have the Philosophers Borax, which we wrote of in our Book de virtute 
Vitrioli, wherein the Volatile Eagle absconded itself with its Feathers, 
namely, Spirits. Now take the Calx of what Metal you please, made of Aqua 
fortis, one part, of the Flying Eagle half a part, mix, putrefy nine days, the 
longer the better, then sublime the Matter upon Sand in a Cucurbit well luted, 
and all the Metal you took will ascend, wherewith proceed as before. 
Sallabrum described in the Book mentioned, (de putrefactione quatuor 
Salium), Take Sal Niter, Sal Gemmae, common Salt, Pot-Ashes, an equal 
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quantity of each, dissolve every one by itself, and purge it from all 
Terrestreity; out of all being mixed together, make a clear and transparent 
Water, which again coagulate in a clean Vessel, and you will find the Salt of 
another color, namely, yellow, penetrating, and sweetening, dissolving and 
fixing: Love and esteem this Salt, because there are many Secrets in it; for it 
fixeth the Volatile, and vivifieth the Spirit being dead; and mollifieth the hard 
and friable, and freeth from any Leprosy and Poison, fixeth Arsenick, and 
moreover is the promoter of many famous works to a happy and desired End. 

In the first place, let us admonish you to beware of this and such like 
Menstruums; for a Mystery lies in these Receipts, which to observe is 
necessary, lest you begin to doubt the Truth of them after many most 
dangerous Experiments tried in vain: for you Beginners let this suffice; that it 
is impossible for Wax, or any other oily Matter to supply the place of the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine. There would be no need of this Spirit in the 
whole Art, if crude oily things could perform the same as this most pure and 
most unctuous Liquor. No man but he that is expert in the Method of 
preparing the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, can make these Menstruums, 
whereas all the rest may be made by any Idiot, if he hath but the Spirit of this 
Wine given him. The Adepts do in these Receipts both prepare and acuate 
this Spirit of Wine; no wonder therefore that they either wholly omitted the 
Mystery, or not sufficiently expressed it in their Compositions; for which 
reason also these Menstruums do appertain to the preparation of the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, rather than as all the rest to the Use of this Spirit, or 
compositions of these Menstruums; nor should I have remembered them here, 
had they not been determined to many men; and that to my own knowledge. 
The Name Sallabrum is given quasi Salis labrum, or Salt Cellar, not that Salt 
is to be contained in this Vessel, as Candelabrum, or Candlestick is so called, 
because Candles are set in it, but rather because the Essence or Fire of some 
Metals, or some Chymical Light 15 either to be reserved or made in this 
Sallabrum, as Alum is by Isaacus in Man. Philosopher pag. 28. called 
Lucerna, signifying a Lanthom. 

Concerning this Sallabrum, Thomas Aquinas in Lilio Benedicto, pag. 
1085. Vol. 4. Theatrum Chemicum thus; 
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Adde labrum Salis quanta sit sexta duorum 
Conjunge ропед; simul---— 


In the same place he calls this Sallabrum the Medium of joining 
Tinctures, the middle between two Extremes, between hard and soft, between 
Luna and the Spirit, between the Body and Spirit: As the Menstrual Blood is 
the Medium between the Sperm of the Male and Female, so this our Salt, pag. 
1085. Sallabrum he calls thundering Salt, illuminating Stone, and fatness of 
the Eagle, pag. 1087. Sal Alembrot, the Stone Bore (Borax) and fatness of the 
Eagle, pag. 1097. Tincar, Borax. 

This Sallabrum or Saline Labrum is by Paracelsus made of these Salts, 
Niter, Sal Gemme, common Salt, and Alkali. 

Guido used these four following in his reduction of Metals into 
Mercury: Common Salt, Alkali, Sal armoniac, and Salt of Tartar, pag. 23. 
Thes. Chym. 

Thomas Aquinas took the same Salts as Guido, for his Labrum Salis. 
The Affinity which I observe between the Salts of Paracelsus, Gemme and 
Common, I perceive also between the Salts of Tartar, and Alkali of Guido; 
but the foundation of the Receipt is not grounded upon these four Salts. 
Paracelsus was sometimes satisfied with Niter and common Salt fused and 
resolved together per deliquium. Nor does the Mystery of the Receipt lie in 
the Wax, in the room of which if you chose any oily thing else, you will not 
err. Instead of the same, he sometimes used Linseed Oil in the Water of the 
sixth gradation; but of this hereafter. 


From the Receipts we observe, 


1. That these Menstruums are simple Vegetable Menstruums of the Fifth 
Kind dissolved in Acids. Dissolve any of them in common Aqua fortis, and 
you will have a Menstruum of this Kind; but take away the Acid, and it will 
be a Vegetable Menstruum again, as it was before. 

2. That these Menstruums are by reason of the Acidity both sooner made, and 
do more powerfully operate than the said Menstruums of the Fifth Kind. 
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3. That they are not always made of Ше Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but also 
with any common Oily Matter, provided it be undertaken by an Artist expert 
in the Method of making the Spirit of Philosophical Wine. 

4. That these Menstruums do by their own strength without any addition of 
Common Argent vive, reduce Metals and Minerals into running Mercury. 

5. That Metals dissolved in these Menstruums, and sublimed, are properly 
enough called Philosophical Mercuries, because as Common Mercury 
sublimate, so these are most easily resuscitated into running Argent vive. 
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The Eighteenth Kind. 


Simple Mineral Menstruums made of 
Vegetable Sal Harmoniack, and Acids 
not tinging. 


87. The Aqua fortis of Isaacus Hollandus. 
Cap. 122. Oper. Min. pag. 397. Vol. 3. Theatrum Chemicum 


Make an Aqua fortis with an equal quantity of Sal Harmoniack, and Sal 
Niter, dry the Sal Niter to a dry Powder, then mix the Sal Harmoniack 
discreetly among the Powder of the Sal Niter, so as to be well mixed 
together, and incorporated one with the other; then distill; not luting the 
Receiver close to the Beak, before it begins to distill; for if you lute the 
Receiver at first to the Beak of the Alembic, there are windy wild Spirits in 
the Matter, which would break the Receiver; but having distilled a little 
while, lute the Beak with out fear, and distill the Water according to Art. 
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Annotations. 


Besides the Philosophers Vinegar, there is a Sal Harmoniack, under the 
Name of which is comprehended the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, the root of 
all Menstruums, being concentrated, dried in an Arid, and sublimed into an 
admirable Salt. This present Kind treats of this Salt, not common Sal 
Armoniack, dissolved in common Acids, not tinging. We have also made 
indeed Philosophical Menstruums before of common Sal Armoniack, by the 
help of Philosophical Vinegar, or an Acid mixed with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, being sublimated into a Vegetable Sulphur or Mercury, 
is made better, as being acuated either with an Alkali, or some fixed Arid, 
and for this reason being dissolved in an Acid, it yields also a more noble 
Menstruum. Isaac in our Receipt mixeth Vegetable Sal Harmoniack with so 
much of Sal Niter, for the Vegetable Salt to be by subsequent distillation 
dissolved in the Mineral Acid of Sal Niter; but because this way of 
dissolving, is by reason of the sudden ebullition of the oily and acid, too 
dangerous, he durst not therefore lute the Receiver close to the Beak, but the 
like effervescence appearing in the distillation, of common Sal Armoniack 
and Sal Niter, we must prove, that by Sal Harmoniack Isaacus meant not the 
Common, but Philosophical; which we prove first by the Use of the 
Menstruum: Of which saith Isaac thus; Dissolve your Sol in the Water made, 
and put it in Balneo, with a glass Alembic upon it; kindle the Balneo no more 
than that you may endure your hand in it, and lute the Receiver very firmly to 
the Beak, and a little hole being made above in the Alembic, put a glass 
Funnel therein, whereby other Aqua fortis may upon occasion be poured in, 
and keep the Balneo in that heat aforesaid a day and a night, and when you 
see your Aqua fortis brought to a small quantity (by distilling) as it was when 
you dissolved the Sol in it, pour to it new Aqua fortis and let it gradually 
distill a day and a night in Balneo and when it 15 thick again, pour Aqua fortis 
again to the Matter doing in all respects as before; repeat it three times, 
always pouring to it new Aqua fortis, but the third time distill it dry 
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(to siccity) then let the Body cool, and take Ше Receiver from Ше Beak, and 
stop it firmly with wax, remove the Alembic from the Pot, and then take a 
Drachm or Scruple of the Matter out of the Pot, and put it in a glass Phial, 
pour common distilled water to it, and set it on a Furnace of Ashes, and let 
the water boil half an hour: Then let it cool of its own accord, and stand a day 
and a night, and a Powder will settle in the bottom of the Vessel; pour off the 
top of the water gently, and the rest evaporate with a lukewarm heat, to dry 
your Powder: Being dry, take it out, and heating a silver Plate, put a little of 
your Powder upon it, and look earnestly whether the Powder fumes not; if 
you perceive it fume, have a care of yourself, for the fume may kill you, etc. 
pag 397 of the same Volume. Then he goes on, Cap. 24. saying, Then put 
your Matter or Powder in it (the subliming Vessel) with a large and clean 
Alembic upon it very well luted, so as to be certain that no Spirits can pierce 
the luting; for they are subtle beyond description, and should they penetrate, 
and you receive the fume, you would die. Lute also a large Receiver to the 
Beak of the Alembic, and let the luting be in every place thoroughly dry: 
Then put Fire under the Furnace, first a very small Fire, and sometimes 
increase it by degrees, till your Matter begins to sublime, which it will do 
with a little heat; and when you see the Matter ascend, diligently observe to 
keep the Fire in the same degree, that it may sublime very gently, which will 
be easily done; for the Matter is sublimed, and ascends with a very little Fire, 
pag. 402. of the same Volume. 

Gold dissolved in this Aqua fortis of Isaac, and once or twice 
cohobated, then washed with common Water, becomes so volatile, as to 
ascend with a very small heat into a most poisonous Sublimate; if any man 
does the same by as easy a Method with common Aqua Regis made of Sal 
Armoniack and Niter, we declare he needs not Menstruums of this Kind; but 
that common Sal Armoniack is insufficient for such a purpose, even the 
Novices of Vulgar Chymistry have long since experienced. 

Besides the Use of this Menstruum, the Encomiums of Sal 
Harmoniack, which agree not in the least with the Common of the same 
Name, do prove 
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Ше ехсеПепсу of this Menstruum. Now, saith he, we have a mind to teach 
you how and which way to join Soul, Body and Spirit together, so as to enter 
one into another; for a Congregation of Contraries cannot be so as to remain 
together without a Medium (which before in cap. 146. he called Sal 
Harmoniack or dry Water) Take an example from the Dyers that dye Cloths, 
etc. Thus it is with our Stone. Though we have rightly prepared the Body, 
Soul and Spirit, if they enter not into one another, they will neither now, nor 
at any time ever remain together without the Medium of our dry Water. Now 
Beloved, where now shall we find this Water? For Geber saith, Our water is 
not Rain-water. Aristotle saith, Our water is dry water. Hermes saith, Our 
water is gathered out of a filthy and stinking Menstrual Matter. Danthynus 
saith, Our water is found in old Stables, Houses of Office, and stinking Sinks. 
And Morienus, Our water springs in Mountains and Valleys, and Fools 
understand not these words, but think it Mercury; itis not Mercury, it is a dry 
water, which causeth all Mineral Spirits, Soul and Body to enter and mix 
together, and when it has joined them together, it departs from them, and lets 
them remain fixed. And this water is found in all things of the world. For if 
this water was not, in vain should we endeavor to make the Stone: For how 
should we make one of our prepared Matter enter into another? As the 
Apothecaries gather their Herbs together, so ought we to do either in the 
Vegetable, Animal, or Mineral Kingdom, to make a perfect work or 
Quintessence, we ought to have a dry water out of every distinct thing. A dry 
water therefore is in all things, to make themselves perfect. Therefore, saith 
Galen, All things have their own Medicine to make the Stone either in the 
Mineral, Animal, or Vegetable Kingdom, without the addition of any exotic 
things. Wherefore when we would make the Stone, or any Fixation, we ought 
to make that conjunction with our dry water, as was said of the Dyer and 
Apothecary. Therefore is it, my Beloved! that so many fall into Errors, 
because they do not understand nor follow Nature: Therefore did I mention 
the Dyer and Apothecary, for you to understand Nature, by that rude way, 
that you may in your own mind perceive that no conjunction can be made 


(244) 


without a Medium. Wherefore all Ше works above cited are good, but those 
two things are not there named, the Spirit, that is, and Dry Water, weights 

and way of joining, wherein consists our whole Art: wherefore I conjure you 
never to reveal this Secret; for all the Art that is in the world is comprehended 
in it, to make the perfect work in a short time and little pains, Cap. 
147,148,149.2 Oper. Min. pag. 524,525. Vol 3. Theatrum Chemicum. 


Ripley hath described the same Water thus; 


88. The Aqua Regis of Ripley 
Pag. 349. Viatici. 


Make a corrosive Water of Salt Peter and Harmoniack, and put not 
above four Ounces in the Distillatory, and draw a water with a slow Fire, 
wherein dissolve and make the Oil of Sol, etc. 

This Water Basil Valentine calls the Kings Bath, of which thus, in the 
elucidation of the second Key: Take notice, Friend! and seriously consider, 
because here lies the principal Secret; Make a Bath, have a care that no 
strange thing enter into it, lest the Noble Seed of Gold be radically destroyed 
after the dissolution of it: Exactly therefore, and with care examine the things 
which the second Key informs you of, that is, what Minerals are to be taken 
for the Kings Bath, wherein the King ought to be dissolved, and his external 
form subverted, that his Soul may appear without blemish: To this purpose 
will the Dragon and Eagle, that is Niter and Sal Armoniack serve, out of 
which being united, 15 made an Aqua fortis, as you will be informed in my 
Manuals, where I shall treat of the Particular of Sol. 
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89. The Kings Bath of Basilius. 
Lib. Partic. in Particul. Solis.*’ 


Take of Salt Peter one part, of Sal Harmoniack, one part, of Flints 
pulverized half a part, mix, and distill. Take notice, that this Water must be 
carefully and exactly distilled; for it cannot be distilled by the common 
method: He that is expert in the operations of (the more secret) Chymy, will 
know what is to be done. Observe, you must have a strong earthen Retort 
well luted, in the upper part of which must be a Pipe half a span long, and 
two fingers broad; put a great Receiver to it, lute well, and increase the Fire 
by degrees till the Retort grows red hot: Then put in a spoonful of this Matter 
through the Pipe, and suddenly stop the Pipe with a wet Cloth, and the Spirits 
will pass impetuously into the Receiver; the Spirits being assuaged, put in 
another spoonful of the said Matter, thus proceeding, till no Matter remains, 
and you will have Aqua Gehenna, or Hell-water, dissolving the Calx of Gold 
in an instant into a thick solution, which we mentioned in the third Part, as 
also in the second Key, not only dissolving Gold, but reducing the same into 
volatility, etc. 

This Kings Bath is described also by Basilius in Revelatione 
Manualium Operationum, thus; 


90. A Philosophical Water for the Solution of 
Gold of Basilius. 
Labore primo Revelation. Man. Operat. 


Take of Salt Peter, and Sal Armoniack, of each two parts, of Stones 
washed one part, grind them together, and by a Retort (with a Pipe) distill the 
Water into a large Receiver putting in two or three ounces through the Pipe; 
the Receiver must be a big one, and lie in a Vessel full of cold Water, and 
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covered with wet Linen Cloths, that Ше Spirits may cool; for it will be very 
hot, stop the Joints of the Retort very close, kindle a Fire, and the Retort 
being hot, cast in three ounces of Matter, the Pipe being suddenly stopped, 
the Spirits will pass through, and the Receiver will grow white, and drops 
fall: When the Spirits are settled, put in three ounces more, stopping the Pipe 
immediately, proceed as before, changing very often with wet Linen: 
Continue this Operation till you have water enough, which stop very well, 
that it may not evaporate; it is the true Water and Mineral Bath for the King. 

That Basilius as well as Isaacus used the Sal Harmoniac not common 
Sal Armoniac, for his Bath, the Use of the same doth also prove. 

Take of this Water three parts, of Calx of Gold one part, mix them in a 
Cucurbit, put it with an Alembic upon hot Ashes to be dissolved; if it be not 
wholly dissolved, pour out the Water, and pour on new, and that till all the 
Calx is dissolved in the water, being cold, white Feces settle in the bottom, 
which separate; put all the water together, and digest for a day and a night in 
Balneo, then removing the Feces, digest the space of nine Days continually, 
distill the Water, that the Water may remain in the bottom like Oil, etc. distill 
so often, till all the Gold has passed through the Alembic. In the same place: 
This unctuous Bath reduceth Gold and all other Metals into Oils, because it is 
made of the Oily Spirit of Philosophical Wine, concentrated, and dried in 
some Vegetable Alkali; and Spirit of Nitre, whereas on the contrary Sal 
Armoniack, or common Aqua Regis, cannot transmute Metals beyond its 
saline Nature, for that Oleity which it hath not, it cannot give. Isaac for want 
of a Retort with a Pipe, perhaps not being at that time known, sustained no 
small loss of Spirits in distilling this Menstruum, which Basilius did by help 
of the said Retort endeavor to repair, though that also not without some 
difficulty. 

The later Adepts, Crinot, Trismosinus, and Paracelsus observing the 
difficulty of distilling, and the loss of Spirits made it better, who by a plain 
but better method dissolved the Vegetable Sal Harmoniack in Spirit of Nitre 
or Aqua fortis, without any loss, danger, or delay. 
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91. The most strong Aqua fortis of Paracelsus. 
Lib. 3. Arch. de separ. Elem. pag. 7.55 


Take Sal Nitre, Vitriol, and Alum, in equal parts, which distill 
into Aqua fortis, this again pour to its Feces, and repeat, distill in a Glass, 
which Aqua fortis clarify with Silver, and dissolve Sal Armoniack in it. 

That Paracelsus neither by Sal Armoniack meant the common, is also 
demonstrated by the use of the Menstruum which he thus descnbes: These 
things being done, take a Metal reduced into Plates, and there resolve it into 
Water, in the same Water, then separate by Balneo and pour on again, this 
repeating, till you find an Oil in the bottom, of Sol or Gold a purple, of Luna 
a lazurine; of Mars red and very dark; of Mercury white; of Saturn livid and 
Lead Colored; of Venus altogether green; of Jupiter yellow; in the same 
place. Whoever dissolved Metals promiscuously with common Aqua regis, 
both Silver and Gold into an Oil, either purple or lazurine, Not to say any 
thing of the reduction of all Metals into two Fats red and white, the Essence 
thereof, and the Dead Body. It is therefore clear from the effect that 
Paracelsus dissolved Sal Harmoniack in Aqua fortis for his most strong Aqua 
fortis. 

In making this Menstruum Guido adds the weight of the Sal 
Harmoniacks which Paracelsus omits. 


92. The Aqua Regis of Guido. 
Pag. 22. Thesauri Chym. 


Take Vitriol, common Salt, and Nitre, distill into Aqua fortis, take one 
Pound of this, four Ounces of (Philosophical) Sal Harmoniack, and distill yet 
once. 

Solomon Trismosinus sometimes dissolved Metals in common Aqua 
fortis, and to the solution added Sal Harmoniack. Thus he volatilized Silver, 
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being dissolved in Aqua fortis, with the aforesaid Salt. Lib. 8. Tinct. quinta. 
pag. 81. Aurei Velleris German. Take of pure Luna four Ounces, dissolve it 
in common Aqua fortis, draw off the Phlegm, to the remainder add six 
Drachms of Sal Harmoniack, and pour on new Aqua fortis, draw off again in 
Ashes to an oleity, this repeat four times with new Aqua fortis, then urge it 
strongly, and the Luna will ascend together with the Aqua fortis. 

Sometimes he volatilized Gold and Silver together with this 
Menstruum. In Tinctura Regis Julaton. pag. 16. Aurei veller. Take of the 
filings of Gold of Sal Harmoniack, each two Ounces, to which put four 
Ounces of the best Silver dissolved in eight Ounces of Aqua fortis, draw off 
to an Oleity, pour on new Aqua fortis, and the Gold will ascend with the 
Silver through the Alembic. 

Lully made his Aqua Regis by dissolving Vegetable Sal Harmoniack in 
the acid Water of Mercury sublimate. 


93. The Aqua Regis of Lully. 
In Exp. 17.2 


Take Mercury being twice sublimed with Vitriol, and common Salt 
prepared, each time with new materials, grind, and if there be one Pound of 
sublimate, take the whites of nine new laid Eggs, which whites beat so long, 
that it seems to be Water; then mix the white with that sublimate, and put it in 
a Retort with a long Neck, join a Receiver to it very close, giving it a Fire of 
Ashes at the beginning most gentle, till it distills by that degree: The 
distillation ceasing, increase the Fire, and at last give a most violent Fire, and 
by this means part of the Mercury will turn into Water, and part into running 
Mercury, which running Mercury being gone over sublime again, then grind 
and join it with the distilled Water, and distill again as before, repeating the 
Magistry, till all the sublimate is gone over, and converted into Water: 
Wherefore you may the same way multiply it as often as you please, always 
putting a new sublimate to the Water, and distilling till it be converted into 
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Water. Now take this Water, put it а small Urinal (Cucurbit) joining a 
Head to it with a Receiver, then distill by Balneo, till the white seems to be 
gone over mixed with it, which you will thus know; take an Iron or Copper 
Plate, upon which let one drop of the distillation fall, if it boils and seems to 
dissolve, take away the Receiver, joining another very well luted, and distill 
by Ashes, and again by Ashes repeat this Magistry seven times: And thus you 
will have a Mercurial Water, which will serve you in many operations: Take 
now one Ounce of the Salt of the second Experiment (Volatile Salt of Tartar, 
declared in Numb. 17) and four Ounces of this Water (the acid Water now 
distilled from Mercury sublimate) mix them together, and the mixture will 
presently be dissolved; being dissolved, distill by Ashes with a gentle Fire 
luting the Joints well, in the last place increase the Fire, that all the Salt may 
with the Water pass through the Alembic, then again put one other Ounce of 
the Salt into the same Water, and by distillation pass it all over as before, and 
thus repeat this Work of distillation four times, in every distillation adding an 
Ounce of the said Salt to that Water: Then will you have at length a Mineral 
Water vegetated and acuated, with the augmentation of Virtue and Power 
proceeding from the said most precious Vegetable Salt, without which is 
nothing done. 


Our Annotations upon the Receipts are: 


1. That the Menstruums of this Kind are simple Vegetable Menstruums of the 
sixth Kind, dissolved in Acids. Take away the Acidity, and it will be a 
Menstruum again of the sixth Kind. 

2. That these Menstruums are better made of Aqua fortis, it being an Acid 
stronger than the rest: yet that they may be also made of any other Acid less 
strong, as distilled Vinegar, Spirit of Salt, Sulphur, etc. 

3. That these are the best of all the simple Mineral Menstruums, both in 
facility of making, and excellency of Virtue. 

4. That it is much at one, whether the Metal be first dissolved in common 
Aqua fortis, and then the Vegetable Sal Harmoniack added, or Ше said Salt 
first, and then the Metal. 
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5. That these Aqua regisses differ from Ше common, in that they dissolve all 
Metals promiscuously, Silver as well as Gold, and reduce the same not into a 
Calx, but Oil, which cannot be said of common Aqua regis. 

6. That Metals dissolved in these Menstruums and sublimed, become the 
greatest Poisons belonging to this Art. 
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The Nineteenth KIND. 


Mineral Menstruums compounded of 
the Philosophers Spirit of Wine, 

and Acid Spirits tinging, Spirit of 
Vitriol, Butter of Antimony, etc. 


94. Spirit of Vitriol mixed with the Spirit of Wine 
of Lully. 
Epist. accurtatoria, pag. 327. 


The Spirit of Vitriol 15 more dry and thick, than the Spirit of the 
Quintessence of Aqua ardens, and great affinity there is between the Spirit of 
Vitriol, and the Nature of Gold, because they are both derived from the same 
Principles with Minerals: The Spirit therefore of Vitriol being joined with the 
Spirit of Aqua ardens, inspissates it, and makes it suddenly adhere to Gold, so 
as to be fixed with it; and believe me, this is a very excellent way of 
Abbreviation. 


Annotations. 


This Difference you may observe between the Simple and 
Compounded Mineral Menstruums; The Simple dissolved only, but the 
Compounded do both dissolve and tinge things dissolved; for they are in a 
wonderful manner exalted by things tinging, and made many degrees better, 
so as to have enough to serve themselves, and others also, and therefore may 
deservedly be called graduated as well as graduatory Waters. Hitherto we 
have treated of 
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Ше Simple; In Ше Nineteenth Kind, we are to consider them as Compounded, 
of two Spirits, Oily and Acid tinging, as in the prescribed Receipt of the 
Spirits of Philosophical Wine and Vitriol mixed together, and intimately 
joined by two or three distillations. The Preparation is most easy, in which 
notwithstanding it will not be impertinent to take notice of this one thing; that 
both Spirits must be without Phlegm, and exquisitely rectified according to 
the Advice of the following Anonymous. A burning Oleity is made out of 
Wine, therefore it participates with Sulphur, and herein is indeed the greatest 
virtue of the Metallic Nature, which it drew and conceived from the Earth; 
and as this Oleity, the Spirits that is, are more agile than the Spirits of other 
things; therefore their Virtues are much more agile than the Virtues of other 
things: but yet you must know that those Spirits (as saith the Text of 
Alchemy, and as indeed the truth is) which comes out of Vegetables and 
Animals, conduce not to Alchymy as they are in a Vegetable Nature, but it is 
requisite for them to attain to a Metallic Nature by many depurations and 
distillations, and then they are serviceable to it: Therefore is there one only 
stone, and one foundation necessary to the Art, namely, the Metallic virtue, 
though sometimes Vegetable and Animal things are taken, yet they do not 
remain in a Vegetable or Animal Nature, but are transmuted into a Metallic 
and Sulphurous Nature, which contains a Metallic Virtue. Whereupon, said 
Ferrariensis, cap. 20. suarum Quaestionum: It is impossible to coagulate 
Argent vive, without Sulphur, or something that hath a sulphurous Nature, 
because Sulphur is the coagulum of Agent vive, and if there be sulphureities 
in Wine, having a burning faculty, it argues there is a Metallic Nature in it: 
wherefore some do operate in Wine and Gold or Silver, to extract out of the 
Wine its most subtle Spirit, strengthening the virtue of Gold with it, that so 
the Spirits may be fixed with it, by which consequently the Tincture of the 
Gold is dilated and multiplied, and of a certain there is a very great coherence 
or participation between the Spirits of Wine and the Spirits of Gold, they 
being both of a hot Nature, and therefore the Spirits of Wine are inseparably 
fixed with Gold; yet it is to be noted, that the Spirits of middle Metals, as 
Vitriol, etc. are of larger fixation, and more nearly allied to Gold, both 
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springing as it were out of one Fountain, namely, out of the Mines of Metals, 
than the Spirits of Wine, which proceed from a Vegetable Nature; though the 
Spirits of Wine are more agile and subtle. Some therefore do compound the 
Spirits of them, so as to join the Spirits of Vitriol with the Spirits of Wine, to 
inspissate one with the other, and to make them more easily united to Gold: 
But he that intends to operate with these things, must take the strongest 
Spirits, and the purest Matters, so that the Spirits must be exactly purified 
before they are fixed with Gold or Silver. Anonym. de Principiis Natur. & 
Arte Alchym. pag. 30. Syntagm. Hermon. Rhenani. 

Not only the rectified Spirit of Vitriol, but every Acid Spirit 15 here 
effectual, provided it be tinging, and mixed with the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine, thereby to be made a Menstruum of the same Kind. ‘It is thus made: 


95. The Butter of Antimony mixed with the 
Spirit of Wine of Basilius. 
Pag. 88. Currus Triumphalis Antim.” 


Take of Common Mercury most purely sublimed, of Antimony, equal 
parts, grind, mix and distill by a Retort, which retains the Spirits, three times; 
rectify this Oil with the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine, and it is prepared, and 
of a Blood-color; in the beginning it was white, and thickens as Ice or melted 
Butter. This Oil hath done many wonderful things; yet the Virtue, Faculty, 
and Operations of it hath always appeared, making an ill thing good. 

This Composition, though given by Basilius, as a Medicine, not as a 
Menstruum, yet is by Paracelsus in Libro de Gradationibus, described as 
such. 
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96. The Water of the fourth Gradation of 
Paracelsus. 
Libro de Gradationibus, pag. 131”. 


Take of Antimony one pound, of Mercury Sublimate, half pound, distill 
both together with a violent Fire through an Alembic, and a redness will 
ascend like Blood, thick, which tingeth and graduates any Luna into Sol, and 
brings this pale Color to the highest degree, of a permanent Color. 

Though Paracelsus thought it not always necessary to admonish his 
Disciples of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine as an addition in his 
Compositions, yet nevertheless ought I to declare to you the necessary 
addition of this Spirit in this Menstruum, that you may not err; for without it, 
it would be of no consequence, but rather a damage to you in the more secret 
Chymy: 

The Adepts made sometimes Menstruums of this Kind, not with the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but the Matter of it, namely, some Vegetable 
Oleosum, Thus; 


97. The Water of the sixth Gradation of 
Paracelsus. 
Libro de Gradationibus, pag. 132”. 


Take of Sulphur vive, two pounds, of Linseed Oil, four pounds, boil 
them to a Composition (commonly called the Liver of Sulphur) which must 
be distilled into an Oil (by a peculiar and Philosophical manual Operation, 
appertaining to the making of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine:) To this must 
be added again the same quantity of Sulphur vive, and boiled as before to a 
Composition, and digested in Horse-dung for a Month, or if longer, better: 
Then must be added of Sal Niter, Vitriol, Alum (Ingredients of Aqua fortis) 
Flos Aeris, Crocus of Mars, Cinnabar, (to increase the Tincture of the 
Sulphur) of each half а Verto (einem halben vierling, that 15, a fourth part of 
half a pound, or two ounces) distill whatsoever will ascend, and take away 
the Liquors, the Oils only being kept (not Oil, but Oils, because they are 
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two, White and Red) which must be put into a glass Cucurbit, Ше Species 
being added, as before, and the Caput mortuum pulverized; distill them again 
together as before; then pour the distillation back to the Feces, and let it be 
putrified again for a Month, and distilled again: Then the Colors being 
evacuated or separated (the Red from the White) keep the Red, and rectify it 
as is requisite, in which let Plates of Luna be digested a due time, and then 
reduced by cupellation. 

Paracelsus sometimes made this Oil or Fire of Sulphur by itself, 
without other tinging things for the graduating of precious Stones as well as 
Metals. It is come to that, saith he, pag. 200. Lib. de Sulph.” that the Spirit of 
Transmutation hath given his Receipt of making a Liver or Lung out of 
Linseed Oil and Sulphur: The distillation of this Lung or Liver is done many 
ways; but it is found by operating, that this Liver yields a Milk nothing 
differing from common Milk, being thick and fat; it yielded also a red Oil 
like Blood: This Milk and that Blood confounded not their Color and Essence 
by distillation, but remained distinct and separate one from the other, the 
White settling to the bottom, and the Red ascending to the top. Now art has 
been solicitous in making Silver out of the White or Milk, and out of the Red, 
Gold; but to me it is plain that never any thing could be either by the Ancient 
or Modern Philosophers done with the White or Milk (of Sulphur) I do 
therefor affirm that Milk to be dead, and nothing contained in it: But as to the 
Red Oil which yields the Liver, observe, every Crystal or Вегу! being first 
well polished or purified, etc. (See the fourth Book concerning the Use of this 
Oil in the Gradations of Precious Stones) exalts Gems even to the highest 
degree, yea higher than they can be exalted by Nature: Here also note, that all 
Silver put into it a due time, at length grows black, and leaves a golden Calx, 
yet not fixed before its exact time, but a volatile and immature thing; but if it 
hath its time, it performs all things feasible, whereof no more must be here 
declared. Thus therefore observe of Sulphur, if it be taken into degrees, the 
more subtle, clearer, higher, and of quicker operation it is, the higher and 
better it is: This way are Metals and Stones made. He that is about to attempt 
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it, must not think, but know himself able; for it is, as to Operation, Ше most 
dangerous Labor in all Alchymy, and therefore requires notable Experience, 
and repeated Practice, nor must he proceed by Hear say, but by much 
Experience, etc. 

Yet not being satisfied with the strength of this Oil in this twelfth 
gradation, he was willing to exalt it yet higher with other tinging things, as 
Flores Aeris, and Crocus of Mars, by which Paracelsus, meant not Common 
but Philosophical Medicines. We perceive, saith he, Lib. 4. Archidoxies de 
Essentiis, pag. 16“. Verdigris is accounted the Quintessence of Venus, 
whereas it is not; but the Crocus of Venus is a quintessence so to be 
understood. Flos Aeris is a (common) transmutation with a thick and subtle 
substance together, extracted out of the whole Complexion of Copper, 
wherefore it can be no Quintessence; but the Crocus of Venus, as we have 
taught, is a true Quintessence, it being a potable thing without corrosion, and 
in mixtion divided from the Body, very subtle, yea more than I am minded 
here to write, to avoid prolixity. So also the Crocus of Mars and the rust of it 
has hitherto been esteemed a Quintessence, it not being so; but the (true) 
Crocus of Mars is the Oil of Mars, (which is sometimes in a dry form under 
the Name of an Essence, and called the Philosophical Crocus of Mars in the 
second Book of Medicines. 


From the Receipts we observe. 

1. That common Spirit of Vitriol, Butter of Antimony, Arsenick, Tin, etc. 
mixed with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, are Philosophical Spirit of 
Vitriol, Philosophical Butter of Antimony, etc. 

2. That the Menstruums of this Kind, are the same with the Menstruums of 
the Fifteenth Kind; but with this difference, namely, in that, Philosophical 
Vinegar not tinging is prepared, but in this, Philosophical Vinegar tinging, 
that is Metals and Minerals; but those of the Acid Spirits of things not 
tinging, that is Vegetable Salts, and some Minerals, whose airy part was 
neither Metal, nor any colored Body. 

3. That these Menstruums are not only dissolving Waters, but also gradatory, 
because prepared with things tinging. 

4. That these Menstruums are the Essences of things tinging, Magisteries 
dissolved in an Acid, and consequently Medicines. 
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5. That these Menstruums, may be also made of crude Oils; provided a Man 
knows the way of preparing the Spirit of Philosophical Wine. 

6. That the same two Oils of Sulphur (whereof the Red is an Essence, after 
the way of Paracelsus, that is, the best) which Paracelsus elsewhere prepares 
with the most strong Aqua fortis, described before in Numb. 91. are here 
made by the same Author, of a crude oily matter. 

7. That Vegetables and Animals as such, and crude, are not Ingredients in 
Philosophical Works, but as they are made incombustible, and reduced into a 
Metallic Nature. The said separation, saith the Author of Via Veritatis”, pag. 
253. You must well observe, for from hence the Ancient Sophi took occasion 
to inquire into the Three Natures (Three Kingdoms) namely, the Vegetable, 
Animal, and Mineral; and they so much learned from it, that the separation of 
Natures is nothing else but a defect of coction in Nature: Then they 
considered them somewhat further, how, (for instance) those Essences, which 
were most weakly cocted by Nature, might be succored in a Natural way, 
with common Fire, that the Essences which are now combustible, may by 
their Liquors (which the Ancients through envy called Mercury, and are 
black, separated from the Essence) be made perfect by Art, so as that the 
Essences may remain with the Liquor safe and secure from burning, and the 
Liquor not being able to separate itself from the Essence: This the Ancients 
called our Sulphur; for according to this preparation, the Essence is no more 
Vegetable, nor Animal, but now by coction made a Mineral Essence, and 
therefore called Sulphur. And afterwards, pag. 264. he thus proceeds, One 
Nature 15 more cocted by its moisture with its Elementary Fire, than another, 
whereof the Vegetable Nature is in coction the least, because the Essence of 
it is easily burned, and the Liquor also is most easily separated from the 
Elementary Fire, by the help of common Fire. The Animal Nature 15 in 
coction not much unlike the former (Vegetable Nature) the Essence of it 
being likewise easily burned, and therefore the Mineral Nature is in coction 
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Ше highest, because the Metallic Liquor will be more and better united by 
coction with the Elementary Fire, than the other two aforesaid Natures: 
Wherefore also, Metals do resist common Fire better than the other things 
comprehended under a Vegetable and Animal Nature, as you may see by 
Metals put into Fire, which do not Flame as Wood; for the Essence of it is not 
so cocted with Liquor, as the Metallic moisture with its Essence; and the 
conjunction of the Liquor with the Essence is not Metallic, but simply 
Vegetable, which is consumed in a black fume. But when the Essence hath 
attained to coction by Nature, then it remains not a Vegetable, but is now 
made a Metallic, and is now consumed in a white Fume by common Fire, no 
otherwise than as you see in perfect Metals, when they are melted in Fire, 
disperse a white Fume from them. Now considereth, saith Chortalassaeus, or 
the Author of Arca arcani Artificiosissimi, in his Cabala Chymica, pag. 369. 
Vol. 6. Theatrum Chemicum” by way of advice; how the aforesaid Speeches 
of Vegetables and Animals are to be taken, neither of them must be rejected; 
for they differ one from the other no otherwise, than that the Vapor is purer, 
and of greater quantity in one than the other; but you may make the more 
impure, like to the pure Vapor, for they may by subtle management be so 
reduced, that those two, that is, the Animal and Vegetable, in а Watery Body 
may be taken together with the Mineral Spirit or Vapor, and then the Mineral 
Spirit separated from the rest with great discretion, which though it shows 
itself in a small quantity, is notwithstanding of the greatest Virtue, and clearer 
than the Light at Noon: In this state will that Spirit if you please bring the 
Animal and Vegetable Spirit, so as to be like itself: This 15 the Foundation of 
the whole Art, that is, for the Vegetable or Animal Spirit to leave its 
combustibility, and become Incorruptible, and Immortal: This is the Key to 
open all Gates; here you have the true first matter of Gems, and Metals: Yet 
if I consider this thing rightly, it is not the first Matter, but a threefold 
extraction out of the first matter of Gems; and therefore you ought to praise 
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God Eternally, and give him thanks in making you worthy of this matter, and 
vouchsafing you so much understanding, whereby to obtain to your use that 
which is the deepest in the Earth. I proceed in this first matter; which if you 
make Liquid, and open by the incombustible Vegetable Spint (not common) 
you will be able to dissolve Gold, Silver, all Minerals, and Gems in it, and 
make it melt like Ice in warm Water, destroy, mortify, and renew it again; by 
this means I say, visibly obtain, see, touch, and perceive an Astral Spirit (as a 
Lanthorn, wherein the Eternal Fire, and Virtue of the highest Star of Eternal 
Wisdom dwelleth) you will I say, with your Eyes behold an inconsumptible 
Fire, shining Night and Day; Sun, Moon, Stars, Carbuncles, and a Splendor 
exceeding all manner of Fire; and observe the perfection of the whole 
Firmament in it. O man, my Creature! how great a Divine Gift, as that which 
is above all the Heavens, most excellently clear, and is most deep in the 
Earth, may you in a few Hours time obtain, whereas she hath been a vast time 
employed in it, and in subtlety is far inferior to you, etc. The same Author of 
this first matter in his Rusticus. pag. 308. of the said Volume,” thus: This 
Doctrine certainly is very worthy of Observation; for many Notable Men, do 
herein err, thinking they have the first matter, when they have obtained the 
Philosophers Mercury, or Salt of Metals: For the first matter 15 made when 
the Man and Woman are joined together, witness Count Bernhard, saying: 
Then is the Conjunction called the first Matter, and not before; that is, of the 
Stone, and all Metals; concerning which see Turba: For before this is done, 
we do according to the foundation of Nature, and with good reasons 
deservedly reyect Animals and Vegetables as things extraneous, and contrary 
and ineffectual to our Work, and our Stone we place rightly among Minerals. 


8. That both Spirits ought to be warily mixed, because of the danger of 
overmuch effervescence. 
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9. That these Menstruums are by digestion made sweet, and called Ше sweet 
Spirit of Vitriol, sweet Butter of Antimony. 


10. That the Spirit of Philosophical Wine is sometimes not expressed in the 
Receipts of Menstruums; but it appears by collateral places, and necessity 
requires it to be understood. 
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The Twentieth KIND. 


Mineral Menstruums Compounded of 

the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and Salts and 
other tinging things; Vitriol, Cinnabar, 
Antimony, Lapis Haematites, etc. 


98. ОП of Vitriol of Basilius. 
Cap. 6. Sect. 2. Libri de Conclusionibus.”* 


Take Hungarian Vitriol, dissolve it in distilled Water, coagulate, 
crystallize, repeat five times, and so purge it from the Salts, Alum, and Niter: 
This Vitriol thus purged, distill with the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine to a 
red Oil, which ferment with Spiritual Gold; add to it, its part of the Mercury 
of Stibium, and you have a Tincture for Man, and reducing Luna into Sol. 
Visitando Interiora Terrae, Rectificandoq; Invenies Occultum Lapidem, 
Veram Medicinam. 


Annotations. 
The Antecedent Kind contained Mineral Menstruums, compounded of 
Acid Spirits containing a Metallic Tincture in them; in this present we use the 


Bodies of these Spirits, to make the Menstruums a degree better. For a 
Tincture, for Example extracted out of the dry part or body of Vitriol distilled 
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with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine is an Essence, which being in Ше same 
distillation dissolved in its own Acid Part, produced a Menstruum of this 
Kind; whereas in the Precedent Kind, that small quantity of Copper, 
dissolved or contained in common Spirit of Vitriol, and elevated with a 
violent Fire, is by the Spirit of Philosophical Wine reduced not into the 
Essence, but Magistry, little effectual as well through the smallness of its 
quantity as Tincture: This present Oil of Vitriol is not the least esteemed 
among the Secrets of Basilius, and therefore we will a little more exactly 
consider his most clear description, that by his more abundant Light, we may 
Illustrate darker places. First, Basilius bids us purify Roman Vitriol by divers 
solutions, and coagulations; which purification is necessary to separate the 
Vitriol from strange Dust, Dross, and other impertinent Offals; yet this we 
think Superfluous, when the Vitriol is purely crystalized, for the Terrestriety 
settling in the dissolution of Vitriol, is not Feces, but Copper, less dissolved 
than the rest, and left by the Acid, being too much diluted with common 
Water: The Vitriol being purified, he enjoins to be distilled with the Spirit of 
Wine into a red Oil. 

He reduced not only Natural Vitriol, but also Artificial Vitriols made of 
Metals into such Oils. The Sugar or Vitriol of Saturn he distills together with 
the Spirit of Wine into ared Oil, curing Melancholy, the French Disease, etc. 
Coagulating and fixing Mercury, but, if fixed with the Mercury of Mars, 
tinging thirty parts of Mercury into Gold. Libro de Conclu. Tract.2. Sect 1. 
Cap.1, de Sulphure Saturni.” The same way, saith he, is a red sweet Oil 
tinging Saturn into Gold, to be distilled out of Sugar or Vitriol of Jupiter, in 
the following Chapter, which he repeats in Sect. 2. Cap.2. de Vitriolis Saturni 
& Jovis. Argent vive he dissolves in Aqua fortis, and being reduced into 
Crystal or Vitriol, distills with the Spirit of Wine rectified before with the Salt 
of Tartar (the Menstruum described in Numb. 18.) into a sweet Oil, curing 
the French Pox, Old Ulcers, Palsie, etc. to be joined to Martial Tinctures in 
the Transmutation of Metals. Sect.2. Cap.5. de Vitriolo Mercurii: "9? The more 
fixed Metals, Gold and Silver he distills in Balneo Regis (in Numb.89.) 
through an Alembic, which, the Menstruum being drawn off, he reduceth into 
Volatile Vitriols, to be 
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distilled with Ше Spint of Wine into Oils. Sect.2. Cap. 1. De Vitriolo Solis et 
Глпа.' The more dry Metals, Iron and Copper, he prescribes to be distilled 
into the same Oils, but omits the way of distilling. Sect. 1 Cap. 3' De 
Sulphuribus Martis & Veneris. De Vitriolo Martis. Cap. 4. De Vitriolo 
Veneris; but the following Kind of Menstruum will prove that they are to be 
distilled with Philosophical Vinegar: By these places compared together, we 
are better assured of divers things: First that the Oil of Vitriol is not any 
common Acid of Vitriol, though drawn out of Vitriol most exquisitely 
purified, for the same Oils may be made with the Vitriols of all Metals by the 
same Spirit of Wine. Secondly, that common Spirit of Wine 15 altogether 
useless to this Work; but that the Philosophical, or Menstruum rather 
described in Numb. 18. is meant by Basilius by the Spirit of Wine. Moreover, 
that the Vitriols of Saturn and Jupiter do yield sweet Oils, because made of 
some weak Acid, namely common Vinegar, which is easily altered or 
transmuted by this Philosophical Menstruum. But that the Oils of the other 
Metals, being made with stronger Acids, either Philosophical Vinegar, or 
Mineral Menstruums do remain Acid, especially the present Oil of Vitriol, in 
the distillation of which, the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, or Vegetable 
Menstruum is dissolved by the Natural Acid or common Oil of Vitriol, and 
with such a prevalent Acidity, ascends in the form of a red Oil. Lastly, that 
this Oil of Vitriol is commended to us by Basilius as a Menstruum to be 
fermented with Gold; which we would have you take special notice of; for 
Basilius hath here and there in his Books discovered many notable things 
concerning the Menstruum of Vitriol, but most rarely advised the distillation 
of it with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine; yet without which all Processes 
and Labors, all Endeavors and experiments are vain, and of no importance in 
the more Secret Chymy. 

For the making of this Oil of Vitriol the Adepts sometimes dissolved it 
in the Spirit of Philosophical Wine; which afterwards being crystalized, they 
called Vitriol corrected or graduated. Of this correction or graduation of 
Vitriol Paracelsus, thus: The Description of Vitriol, saith he, is to be directed 
to Medicine and Alchemy: In Medicine it is an excellent Remedy: In 
Alchymy it is good for many other things; but the Art of Medicine and 
Alchemy, 
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consists in Ше preparation of Vitriol: For Ше Crude is not such, but like 
Wood, out of which anything may be carved. Lib. de Vitriolo, pag. 200. At 
first, he proceeds, the Spirit of Vitriol being obtained, the custom was to 
graduate it to the highest, wherewith being exalted, they cured the Epilepsy, 
whether new or old, in Men and Women, of what condition soever, etc. But 
let us return to the beginning, how the Spirit of Vitriol was found; First they 
distilled the moist Spirit of Vitriol by itself from the Colcothar, then they 
extended its degrees by distilling and circulating it alone to the highest, as the 
process teacheth: Thus the Water began to be used for several Diseases, as 
well Internal as External, as also for the Falling Sickness; so a wonderful 
Cure was performed: But those that came after were much more diligent in 
the extraction; for they took the Spirit of Vitriol, corrected as before, and 
distilled it with the Colcothar eight or ten times with a most strong Fire; so 
the dry Spirits were mixed with the moist: They urged the work so long, 
continually and without intermission extracting, till the dry Spirits were over, 
then they graduated both Spirits, the moist as well as the dry, in a Phial 
together their own time: This Medicine they found to be of much greater 
operation against Diseases that they confounded all the Humorists in general: 
Yet is there some correction by Artists added by Spirit of Wine, for better 
penetration sake, but of no higher degree: But I will communicate to you my 
process, which I commend to all Physicians, especially for the Epilepsy, 
which hath the only cure in Vitriol; wherefore even the Charity of our 
Neighbor, requires us to appoint the more diligent care in that Disease: Now 
my Process is for the Spint of (Philosophical) Wine to be imbibed by the 
Vitriol, and then distilled, as I said, from the dry and moist Spirits, etc. But 
you must further, that the aforesaid Receipts of making the moist Spirit of 
Vitriol cannot be more clearly described; for an Artist is required to 
understand it; those sordid Boilers do not in the least understand a thing of so 
great moment. You must expect sufficient information of all things, from 
Artists (of the more secret Chymy) Alchymists and Operators, so also to be 
more instructed by the same in the way of correcting the Spirit of Wine. 

Basilius in his Elucidat. 12. Clavium. Where he made the following 
Menstruum spoke of such a graduated Vitriol, not common. 
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99. A Menstruum of Basilius made of 
Hungarian Vitriol. 
In Elucid. 12. Clavium. 


If you have obtained such a highly graduated and well prepared 
Mineral, called Vitriol, most humbly beseech God to give Understanding and 
Wisdom for the success of your Intention, and when you have calcined it, put 
it into a Retort well luted: Distill it at first with a slow Fire, then increase it, 
and the White Spirit of Vitriol will appear in the form of a horrid Fume or 
Wind, and passeth into the Receiver so long as any of the same Matter is in it: 
And take Notice, that in this Wind are hidden all the Three Principles, 
proceeding from one and the same Habitation; it is not necessary therefore to 
be always diving in precious Things, because by this Means a nearer way to 
the Mysteries of Nature lies open, and is obvious to all Men apt to learn Art 
and Wisdom. Now if you can well and purely separate and free this Expelled 
Spirit by the way of Distillation, from its terrene Moisture, then will you find 
in the bottom of the Glass Treasure, and the Fundamentals of all the 
Philosophers, hitherto known to few, which is a Red Oil ponderous as Lead 
or any Gold whatsoever, as thick as Blood, of a burning and fiery quality, 
which is the true Fluid Gold of the Philosophers, which Nature compacted of 
the Three Principles, in which are found Spirit, Soul, and Body, and it is 
Philosophical Gold, that (Spirit of Philosophical Wine) excepted, with which 
the Dissolution of it is performed, etc. 

Cinnabar the Adepts sometimes added to the Vitriol thus. 
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100. The Mineral Menstruum of Isaacus. 
Pag. 59. Manus Philos. 


Take of the Roman Vitriol calcined to Redness, and Cinnabar an equal 
quantity, mix and pulverize, then pour Aqua Vitae to them, distill and 
cohobate upon the Caput Mortuum three or four times. 

The same Menstruum hath Lully in Magia Naturali, but instead of the 
Caput mortuum, he takes new Species in every Rectification. 


101. The Stinking Menstruum of Lully made 
of Vitriol and Cinnabar. 
Pag. 371. Magia Naturalis. 


After the Fourth Distillation of the Water aforesaid (Aqua Vitae or 
Ardens made of Philosophical Wine). Distill seven times with an equal 
weight of good Cinnabar and Vitriol, putting in new things every time 
constantly, and drying the Matter of the Stone (Vitriol and Cinnabar) well in 
every Distillation, before you pour in the Aqua (Vitae) etc. 


102. The same Stinking Menstruum of Lully. 
Epist. Accurtatoria Pag. 327. 


The Vegetable Stone being Distilled (the Vegetable Menstruum or 
rather Aqua ardens, or the Spirit of Philosophical Wine) till the Water is free 
from Phlegm, and that commonly is in the fifth time, take an equal Weight of 
Vitriol very clear, and of the best Cinnabar, mix and grind them well 
together, dry the Matter in the Sun, till all the moisture is exhaled; then cast 
in your Water, and Distill first with a gentle Fire, and strong in the end, as the 
custom 
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is in preparing Ше Philosophers Acute Water; and then Ше Spirits or 
Quintessence of Vitriol and Cinnabar, which do principally make the Mineral 
Stone (Mineral Menstruum) do mix and join together with the Spirit of the 
Quintessence of Aqua Ardens, which Spirit is the Vegetable Stone, and this 
continue ten Times, beginning after the fifth (five times after the fifth 
Rectification of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine) and so continue the 
Distillations five times with those Bodies (Vitnol and Cinnabar). And you 
must remember to make the things thoroughly dry, before you put them into 
the Water, so that all the Water (all the Phlegm) must be dried up 
(evaporated) and the Spirits remain, which must be joined together, because 
of the strength of the Aqua Ardens; and every Distillation you must put in 
new things. 

To Vitriol and Cinnabar he sometimes added Niter, thus he made this, 
called: 


103. The Stinking Menstruum of Lully made of 
common Vitriol, Cinnabar, and Niter. 
In Clavicula. Pag. 299 Vol 3. [Theatrum Chemicum] 


Take of Roman Vitriol calcined to Redness three Pounds, of Salt Peter 
one Pound, of Cinnabar three Ounces, grind all together upon a Marble, then 
put the Matter in a thick and strong Body (Cucurbit) and pour Aqua Vitae 
seven times Rectified upon it, and put it in Horse Dung fifteen days, the 
Vessel being well Sealed: Then Distill with a soft Fire, till you have all the 
Water in the Receiver, then increase the Fire till the Head (Alembic) be red, 
then strengthen the Fire till Head (Alembic) be white, then let the Vessel 
cool, take away the Receiver; Seal it very well with Wax, and keep it for 
occasion: Take Notice that the Menstruum ought to be seven times rectified 
by Distillation, every time casting away the Feces, before it be made use of. 

Besides the Ingredients of Aqua Fortis and Cinnabar, he sometimes 
adds also Tartar calcined thus: 
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104. The Stinking Menstruum of Lully made of 
Vitriol, Niter, Alum, Tartar, and Cinnabar. 
In Experimento 26. 


Take Aqua Vitae so hot as to Бит a Linen Cloth, then take Vitriol free 
from all Phlegm, so as to Boil upon Fire without Liquefaction (Vitriol 
calcined the common way) the best Sal Niter, Roche Alum dephlegmed and 
dried, one Pound of all the aforesaid, of white Tartar calcined, and Cinnabar 
of each half a Pound, grind and sift every one severally through a Sieve, then 
mix, and put the Matter into a Retort, pouring the aforesaid Aqua Vitae upon 
it, put a Receiver to it, the Joints being very close, and the Luting first 
thoroughly dried, make a gentle Fire at first, till the Retort grows warm, then 
continue the Distillation in this degree, that you may pronounce ten words 
between each drop of the Distilling Water, and when it will Distill no more 
with that Degree of Fire, increase the Fire so as to return the Distillation 
again to the same ten Words as at first; and this degree continue, till the 
Distillation increaseth again, and lastly, increase the Fire with Wood, 
covering the Retort round about with Tiles above, that it may have a Fire of 
Reverberation; but this observe, the Retort must first be strengthened on all 
sides with strong Luting, before this Distillation is begun. It ought to be 
placed in a convenient Furnace, with an open Neck, but it would be best and 
most commodious in this Work, if the Receiver of this Distilling Water could 
be handsomely set in a Basin full of cold Water, but if that cannot be, you 
must at least lay Linen Cloths dipped in Water upon the Receiver again and 
again oftentimes; thus the Receiver may not be broken by the violence of the 
Spirits, all which particulars mark well. The Distillation being ended, let the 
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Vessels cool, and keep Ше Receiver with Ше Water very close stopped. Then 
take the same Mineral dried, and prepared as before, in the same order and 
measure, which grind together, and put into a Retort, as before, and pour the 
Water a little before Distilled upon it, fit a Receiver to it, the Joints being 
very well Luted, as before, and having dried the Luting, put Fire under, the 
Distillation being completed, take again New Materials of the same Weight, 
and put them again into a Retort with their own Water, and Distill, as before, 
with the same Degrees of Fire; which being done, and the Vessel cold, take 
away the Receiver, and keep it carefully with its Distilled Water firmly 
stopped: For you will have a Physical Mineral Water, or Stinking Menstruum 
with its Form: This Water hath the power of Calcining, and at the same time 
dissolving all Metals with the preservation of their Vegetative Form: Many 
Experiments we have herewith both seen and done. 

Isaacus Hollandus to augment the strength of these Menstruums, did 
rather add some tinging Minerals to the Vitriol, than the Acidity of Niter and 
Alum. Thus he prepared a Menstruum called, 


105. The Dissolving Water for the Red, of the 
first Description of Isaacus. 
Cap. 103. Oper. Min. 


Take of Roman Vitriol six parts, of Lapis Haematites, Crocus Martis, 
Cinnabar, Aes ustum, Mineral Antimony, of each one part, being well dried, 
mix, and putting them into a Retort, pour four Pounds of Rectified Aqua 
Vitae to them, Distill and Cohobate three times upon the Caput Mortuum 
pulverized. 

The following Menstruum being like this, proves it to be of a sanguine 
color. 
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106. The Dissolving Water for Ше Red of the 
second Description of Isaacus. 
Сар. 45. 3. Oper. Miner.'™ 


Take of Mineral Antimony, Aes Ustum, Crocus Martis, Cinnabar, of 
each two parts, of Vitriol the weight of all, being all dried, and mixed 
together, pour to them of Aqua Vitae most purely rectified, the height of two 
hands; the Vessel being close luted, digest in Balneo the space of ten days, 
stirring the Matter three or four times every day, that it may be the better 
incorporated with the Aqua Vitae; these ten days being ended, and an 
Alembic put on, Distill with a gentle Fire, but at last with a most strong Fire 
twelve hours together, that all the tinged Spirits may ascend with the Aqua 
Vitae: This process repeat, always Distilling the Water with new Matters, till 
it becomes Red as Blood. 

To these two we will add also a third Menstruum of this sort. 


107. A Dissolving Water for the Red of the 
third Description of Isaacus. 
Cap. 61. 3. Oper. Ми." 


Take of Roman Vitriol, Cinnabar, of each one part, of Crocus Martis, 
Lapis Haematites, Aes ustum, Verdigris, of each half a part; calcine the 
Vitriol first. If you have a mind, you may extract the Tincture out of Mineral 
Antimony with (Philosophical Vinegar) and being separated from the 
Vinegar, add it to the former Species, as also as much Aqua Vitae twelve 
times rectified as sufficeth; the Vessel being well luted, digest in Balneo 
seven or eight times, then having put on an Alembic, and luted the Joints 
well, Distill with a gentle Fire two days, then a stronger two days more, then 
the space of three days, that the Glass may be hot; the Glasses being cold, 
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take out Ше Caput Mortuum, which being well pulverized, digest with Ше 
Distilled Water for the space of eight days, then Distill the first day gently, 
the second more strongly, the third most strongly for the space of twenty four 
hours, that the Glass may be red hot; then let it cool, the Distilled Water 
digest with new Matters, and Distill, as before, and that to be three times 
repeated. 

And as these Menstruums were for Red Tinctures, so also he made 
some for White Tinctures, thus, 


108. A Dissolving Water of Isaacus for the White. 
Cap. 76. 3. Oper. Min. 


Take of Roche Alum, Lapis Calaminaris, of the Calx of Eggs, an equal 
quantity, pour to them as much Aqua vitae rectified from all Phlegm as 
sufficeth, and distill, as the Dissolving Water for the Red. 


109. Another Dissolving Water of Isaacus 
for the White. 
Cap. 48.3. Oper. Min. 


Take of Roche Alum, Lapis Calaminaris, Calx of Eggs, common 
Arsenick, an equal quantity, being all pulverized, mix, and to the Powder 
pour as much Aqua Vitae well rectified, as to the space of three hands above 
the Matter, distill with a gentle Fire, then a stronger, lastly, for twenty four 
hours so as to be red hot; cohobate the distillation yet four times upon the 
Caput Mortuum reduced into Powder. 

Many such Menstruums as these we meet with in several places of 
Isaacus, in the Descriptions of which, though the Addition of Philosophical 
Aqua Vitae or Spirit of Wine be not always expressed, yet that it is to be 
understood in all of them is evident by the former Receipts of Dissolving 
Waters: The Menstruums following may be Examples, in the first place that 
which is called: 
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110. A Red Water Shining Day and Night of 
the First Description of Isaacus. 
Cap. 153. Lib.2. Oper. Min. Pag. 528. Vol.3. Theatrum Chemicum 


Take the Crocus of Mars, Antimony as it is dug out of the Mines, Red 
Arsenick, of each one Pound, of Aunpigment one Pound, of Roman Vitriol 
three Pounds, of Sal Niter as much as the weight of all the rest: Grind all 
together into an impalpable Powder; mix one Pound of Sal Armoniack with 
them, and being well mixed, put the Matter in an Earthen Vessel, not glazed 
within, such as can well endure the Fire, and having put on an Alembic, with 
a Receiver well luted, distill Aqua Fortis, as it should be, first with a small 
Fire, then increasing the Fire by degrees, and a White Water will distill, 
which being distilled, the Alembic will begin to be Red or Yellow; then 
presently take away the Receiver, and add another, soundly luted, and 
increase your Fire tilla White Spirit goes over; it is the Sal Armoniack which 
goes over last of all, and strengthen the Fire so long, till the Alembic be 
altogether clear: When now the Red Spirit goes over, nothing (of Sal 
Armoniack) goes with it, and so soon as it is gone over (the White Water) the 
Spirit and (dry) Water (or Sal Armoniack) go over together, then the Alembic 
becomes White within, as if it was full of Snow, and then increase the Fire till 
the Spirit and Water are driven through the Beak by Exhalation, as a Man 
casts forth his Breath by force; so the Spirit and dry Water do breath through 
the Pipe of the Alembic into the Receiver, and increase the Fire, and the 
Spirit and dry Water being gone over, the Alembic becomes clean, clear, 
white, and transparent; then let it cool, and take it from the Fire, put the 
Water into a Glass, and stop it close. Take the Caput Mortuum, grind it to a 
fine Powder, put it in pure clear Water for two hours, let it settle, pour off the 
clear, and pour it upon pure clear Water again, as before, and let it boil an 
hour, as before; then let it settle again, add it again to the former; cast 
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away Ше Feces, and that which you poured out (Ше Solution) evaporate, and 
a yellow Powder will remain, weigh it, add as much Sal Niter, and mix them 
together, put them into a Glass, pour your Distilled Water (or Menstruum) 
upon it, put on an Alembic strongly luted all over, adding a Receiver, and 
leave it three days upon the Furnace (to Digest) before you put Fire under, 
then kindle your Fire, and Distill first with a small Fire, then sometimes a 
greater, till the White Spirit is gone over, then cease, and you have a Red 
Water shining Day and Night, which dissolves fixed Luna, as Luna is 
commonly dissolved, and it will take a Tincture as the purest Sol that ever 
was seen, yea, it tingeth all White Metals of the color of Sol. 


111. A Red Water shining Light by Night of 
the Second Description of Isaacus. 
Cap. 44. Oper. Min. Pag. 458. Vol.3. Theatrum Chemicum 


Take of Roman Vitriol three Pounds, of Cinnabar, Verdigris, Ceruse, of 
each half a Pound, of Crocus Martis, Lapis haematites of each four Ounces, 
of Sal Niter as much, as the whole Mass (five Pounds) pulverize and mix 
them well together; divide the Mass into three parts and of one part make an 
Aqua fortis, which pour upon the powder of another part; distill Aqua fortis 
again; which being done, pulverize all the three Caput Mortuums. Take the 
Water of Sal armoniack, which I shall teach you below to make (but we have 
already declared it in Numb. 81.) wherewith grind the aforesaid powder so 
fine, as that a Painter may paint with it, then dry it in your Dry Stove in glass 
Dishes being dried, grind it dry upon a Stone, and put it into an earthen Pot, 
and pour the Aqua fortis (before distilled) upon it; distill first with a gentle 
fire the space of twenty four hours, then increase (the Fire) as yet 24 hours 
more, then increase till it begins to shine, then keep it in the same fiery 
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brightness six hours more, then let it cool, take it away from Ше Fire, and 
stop the Receiver well: Then grind and pulverize the Caput Mortuum upon a 
Stone with Vinegar distilled, and extract the Salt or Element of Earth out of 
the Feces; put the Salt into a Glass, pour your Aqua fortis upon it, the 
Alembic and Receiver being very close, put the Glass in Sand in a Kettle with 
Water (in Balneo) distill all that will distill, when no more distilleth, let the 
Balneo boil a day and a night whether it drops or no: Then let it cool, remove 
it from the Fire, put itin Ashes, use first a weak Fire for 12 hours, then 
increase the Fire yet 12 hours more; then let it be moderately hot, and let it be 
so for six hours, then let it cool, take it from the Fire, and cover it well, and 
having taken away the Feces or Salt, grind them very small with Distilled 
Vinegar, put it into a Stone Jug, and a good part of the Distillation being 
poured to it, put it in Balneo, doing as was taught before; see if it hath yet any 
Feces, and make Ше Salt clear; put it again in a Glass, pour on the Aqua fortis 
again, do every way as before, three or four times, and all your Matter or 
Earth will distill with the Aqua fortis, then take it from the Fire, stop close, 
and keep it well: For you havea precious Water, above all the Waters that 
ever I heard of, and believe me in good faith I have seen and done also 
myself wonderful things with this Water: This Water I have reduced to a Red 
Crystalline Stone, which would give light by night, so as that my Friends 
might see to eat and drink by it. Keep it well for use, and esteem it as the 
most secret Water of all you have. 

The Method of making such Shining Menstruums is better perceived by 
the following Water. 
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112. A Red and Shining Aqua fortis of the Third 
Description of Isaacus. 
Cap. 72. 1. Oper. Min. Pag. 354. Vol. 3. Theatrum Chemicum 


Take of Vitriol clarified and purified from its Feces, of Sal Niter, an 
equal quantity, distill an Aqua fortis out of them according to Art, then take 
the Caput Mortuum out of the Glass, and reduce it to a fine Powder, then 
grind it upon a Stone, then put it in common Distilled Water, and draw out all 
the Salt, then filter it, that you may have it clean from Feces; congeal again, 
and being congealed, make it an impalpable Powder, and put the Powder into 
a Glass, and then pour that Aqua fortis again upon the Powder which you 
distilled from thence, and distill again all that will distill: Then take out the 
Caput Mortuum again, grind it to Powder as before, and do in all things as 
before, and do in all things as before; this Operation repeat, till you have 
distilled all the Salt within the Aqua fortis: Then have you an excellent Red 
Water shining by night like a clear Fire; then rectify that Water in Balneo, 
oftentimes distilling, and pouring on again, so as at last to have all the 
Distillation in Balneo: Then is your precious Water prepared, by which you 
may multiply and open your (Philosophical) Stone. These Menstruums are 
little different, yea almost the same with the former of Isaacus, as to the 
Ingredients as well as Method of preparation, but the addition of the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine which Isaacus, prescribed in those Dissolving Waters, 
must of necessity be understood in these his Aqua fortises; for without this 
Spirit all these Waters would be common, of no Virtue and Use. 
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From Ше Receipts we observe: 


1. That all Tinging Bodies whatsoever being either naturally or artificially 
dissolved in an Acid, and reduced into Salt or Vitriol by the help of the Spirit 
of Philosophical Wine, do yield the present Menstruum, by these two 
Methods; either by repeated Cohobation, or Simple Distillation; but in this 
latter way it is necessary for the Salts or Vitriols of the said Bodies to be first 
graduated, that is, by various Dissolutions and Coagulations joined with the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and then distilled, where Caution must be had, 
lest in this gradation of the Vitriol, the Acid, be by Operations less necessary 
than convenient debilitated; for so you will easily prepare Menstruums 
unexpectedly of the Eighth instead of this Kind. 

2. That these Menstruums differ from Menstruums of the Eighth Kind, these 
being Acid, but those Sweet. Dissolve a Compounded Vegetable Menstruum 
of the Eighth Kind in Distilled Vinegar, Spirit of Sulphur, Common Aqua 
Fortis, etc. and you will immediately have a Menstruum of this Kind; on the 
contrary, debilitate the Acidity of these Menstruums, and they will be 
transmuted into Menstruums of the Eighth Kind. 

3. That these Menstruums are the Essences of Things tinging dissolved in an 
Acid. 

4. That Hungarian Vitriol (Copper naturally dissolved in an Acid) though 
artificially purged from Heterogeneous Salts and Feces, does nevertheless as 
well as other things tinging, require the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, in order 
to be reduced into an Oil so excellent in Medicine as well as Alchemy. 

5. That it is even much at one by what Acid Copper or any other tinging 
Body is reduced into Vitriol, provided it be afterwards graduated, that is, 
mixed with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine: Wherefore you must once for 
always take notice, that not only in the Writings of Basilius and Paracelsus, 
but of other Adepts also, as in Via Veritatis, etc. in several places of which 
you will meet with these Phrases, Things graduated, corrected, exalted, etc. 
you must 
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understand not Common Menstruums, but prepared with Ше Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, and so made fit for the Works of the more Secret 
Chymy. 

6. That Roman Vitriol is reduced into so Noble an Oil, not by the Spirit of 
Common but Philosophical Wine. 

7. That these Menstruums do by continued Cohobations become most red, 
shining by Night so, that Men at Supper want no other Light; permanent and 
multiplying the Philosophers Stone; but of these in their proper places, 
namely, the Third and Fourth Books. 
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The One and Twentieth KIND. 


Compounded Mineral Menstruums made of 
Simple Mineral Menstruums and 

Mercury, the rest of the Metals, and 

other Tinging Things. 


113. The Spirit of Venus or Spirit of 
Verdigris of Basilius 


Libr. Partic. de Particul. Veneris. 


Take of Copper as much as you will, of which make Vitriol the 
common way, or instead of it take Common Verdigris sold in Shops, which 
will do the same thing; to which being pulverized, pour (Common) Distilled 
Vinegar, put it in a heat, decant the Vinegar, being transparent and green, to 
the remainder pour new Vinegar, and repeat the Work, till the Vinegar be 
tinged, and the Matter remain in the bottom of the Vessel black; draw off the 
Vinegar being tinged and gather together either to dryness, or to a thin Skin, 
that the Vitriol may be Crystalized, and you will have the Verdigris purified 
(after the common way) to which being pulverized, pour the Juice of Unripe 
Grapes (Philosophical Vinegar in Numb. 74.) put it in a gentle heat, and 
digesting you will have a transparent Smagradine Tincture 
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with which is extracted Ше Red Tincture of Venus, an excellent Color for 
Painters. This Tincture being extracted, mix all the Extractions together, and 
draw off the Phlegm gently, that the Vitriol being very clear (graduated) may 
be crystalized in a Cold place, whereof if you have a sufficient quantity, you 
have also enough Matter for the making of the Philosophical Stone; if 
perhaps you should doubt to perform such a Mystery with every (Natural) 
Vitriol whatsoever: Concerning this Preparation we lately spoke parabolically 
in Libro Clavium, Capite de Wein Essig. where we said: That common Azoth 
is not the Matter of our Stone, but our Azoth or first Matter extracted by 
common Azoth and Wine, which are the expressed Juice of unripe Grapes, 
whereby the Body of Venus is to be dissolved and reduced into Vitriol: This 
is to be well observed, for thus you will free yourselves from many 
Difficulties. Now out of this Vitriol thus prepared, distill a Spirit and Red Oil, 
etc. 


Annotations. 


In the Eighth Kind common Mercury and Metals were either by the 
Spirits of Philosophical Wine, or by some simple Vegetable Menstruums 
converted into compounded Vegetable Menstruums. In the Twentieth 
antecedent Kind, tinging Arids dissolved in Acids are more easily distilled 
together with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine into compounded Mineral 
Menstruums: But the present Kind volatilized the said Bodies, not by the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but Mineral Menstruums, that the Menstruums 
may be thereby made sooner, easier, and of a higher Kind. In the last Kind 
we distilled natural Vitriol, being macerated in the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine, or, which is much more conducible, dissolved in the same Spirit, and 
reduced into graduated Vitriol, into a Mineral Menstruum: For the natural 
acidity of Roman Vitriol for the corrosion of Copper, was in the composition 
of it able and strong enough to dissolve the Spirit of Philosophical Wine in 
the making of the said Menstruum: but here in 
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Artificial Vitriols Ше matter is otherwise; for Ше dry Bodies of Metals 
co-operating in their Dissolutions do debilitate the acid, and therefore 
Vitriols, containing this debilitated acidity, are scarce fit either for the 
dissolution of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, or the constitution of the 
present Menstruum: Wherefore the Vitriols of Saturn and Jupiter being made 
with a common acid, do by virtue of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, yield 
sweet Oils, or Vegetable Menstruums, not at all acid or mineral; for that weak 
acid remaining in the Vitriolification of those soft Metals, it wholly 
transmuted in the dissolution of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, as also in 
the very Distillation of itself, so that Vitriol being artificially made of Copper 
and Iron acids, 15 distilled not by the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but 
Mineral Menstruums, into a Menstruum of the present Kind; but Gold and 
Silver need not only these Mineral or Stronger Menstruums, but to be 
likewise volatilized by the same, and reduced into Volatile Vitriols. 

Thus Basilius in Conclusionibus suis. Sect. 2. de Vitriolis. Cap 1. de 
Vitriolo Solis & Luna: reduced Gold and Silver into Volatile Vitriol. It is 
requisite, saith he, first to have our Water made of the cold Salt of the Earth 
(Niter) and the Eagle (Vegetable Sal harmoniack) wherewith Gold and Silver 
are made spiritual, and coagulated into Crystal, or Metallic Vitriol, by which, 
etc. In Labore primo Libri Revelationis, and also in Elucidatione 12 Clavium, 
this Vitriol of Sol is more exactly thus described: Take, saith he, of this 
Water (the Kings Bath or Menstruum described above in Numb. 89) three 
parts, of the Calx of Gold one part, mix, put it in a Cucurbit with an Alembic 
upon hot Ashes, to be dissolved, if it be not all dissolved, pour off the Water 
and pour on new, and that, till all the Calx is dissolved in the Water, when it 
is cold, white Feces settle in the bottom, which separate, join all the Water 
together, and digest in Balneo a day and a night; then having taken away the 
Feces, digest the space of nine days continually, distill away the Water, that 
the Matter may remain in the bottom like Oil, the Water distilled from it pour 
on again being heated, distill, as before, pour on again, distill, and this repeat 
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some certain times, thus will (Ше Menstruum) be debilitated, then pour new 
Water to the Matter like Oil, digest a day and a night, distill in Sand to an Oil, 
pour on Water again being hot; distill, and that so oft till all the Gold is come 
over, but this Distillation ought to be done in a low Cucurbit, with a flat 
bottom, put the Golden Water which came over in a cold place, to crystallize, 
separate the Water from them. Guido made the Volatile Vitriol of Gold out of 
Gold sublimed: The Gold be sublimed thus: Take of Gold calcined twelve 
times with three parts of Cinnabar, or of Gold Leaf four Ounces, of the Oil of 
Salt (the Menstruum described in Numb. 76) twelve Ounces; dissolve in 
ashes. Draw off the Oil of Salt from it several times, putrefy for a Month, 
then distill, and all the Gold will be sublimed, of a Red Color, in the tenth or 
twelfth Sublimations; but if it will not be sublimed, join all together, and 
draw off the Phlegm in Balneo, to the remainder add of the Oil of Tartar per 
deliquium four Ounces gradually, and force it with a stronger Fire, and the 
Gold will ascend Red with the Menstruum, and be precipitated in the bottom 
of it; decant the Water from the Gold, upon which kindle Rectified Spirit of 
(Common) Wine eight or nine times, to take away all the Acidity of the Oil 
of Salt. Pag. 11. Thesaur. Chym. With Gold thus sublimed he prepared the 
graduated Vitriol of Sol by the following Method. Take of Gold sublimed 
four Ounces and a half, pour to it Radical Vinegar (Mixed with the Spirit of 
Wine) the height of three Fingers, digest three days in Balneo, decant the 
Vinegar, and pour on new till all be dissolved, which draw off in Balneo, but 
beware of too much; put it in a cold Cellar, and the Vitnol of Gold will be 
crystalized of a Ruby or Garnet Color, more or less beautiful, according to 
the Method of Operating; from which decant the Liquor again to be drawn off 
to a thin Skin, till you have five Ounces of the Vitriol. Pag. 19. Thesaur. 
Chym. The same may also be prepared the Graduated Vitriol of Luna, Pag. 
31. as also of Mars, Pag. 36. But Jupiter, Pag. 42. Venus, Pag. 45. and Saturn, 
Pag. 49. he calcined only, and reduced them with the aforesaid Vinegar into 
Graduated Vitriols, out of all which Vitriols may Menstruums 
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of this Kind be distilled, as Basilius his Spirit of Venus. 
Isaacus distilled the Spirit of Saturn out of the Graduated Vitriol of 
Lead, thus, 


114. The Water of Paradise of Isaacus. 
In Opera Saturni.'”° 


Take of Saturn ten or fifteen Pounds, which no other Metal is mixed 
with, beat it into thin Plates, and have a Bottle half full of Vinegar, lute, put it 
in a warm Balneo, and every three or four days scrape the Saturn that is 
calcined from the Plates, gather about five or six Pounds of it, grind this 
calcined Saturn (Ceruse) with distilled (Philosophical) Vinegar, upon a 
Marble, so as with a Pencil to serve for a Picture, then take a Stone Jug, and 
therein pour Distilled Vinegar to the calcined Saturn, leaving a third part of 
the Jug empty, mix very well, stop it with a Glass or Stone Stopple, set it in 
Balneo, stir it five or six times a day with a Wooden Slice or Spoon, stop it 
again, nor heat the Balneo more than you may endure your hand in it; let it 
thus stand 14 days and nights, then pour off the clear, and pour new Vinegar 
to the Calx not yet dissolved; mix, proceed as before, repeating, till all the 
Calx of Saturn is dissolved; put the Saturn being thus dissolved in Balneo, 
evaporate the Vinegar with a slow Fire, the Saturn will be reduced into a 
Mass, which move to and fro till it be dry; it will be of a Honey Color, rub it 
on a Marble with Distilled Vinegar, like Soap, put it again in the Stone Jug, 
being very well mixed, in a warm Balneo the space of five or six days; stir it 
every day with a Wooden Slice, stop the Glass, let it cool, pour off what is 
dissolved into another large Stone Jug, pour other Vinegar to it, mix very 
well, put it again in Balneo, pour off, and thus proceed, till nothing more will 
be dissolved, which you may try by your tongue, for if the Vinegar be sweet, 
it is not enough dissolved; or put a little in a Glass Cucurbit, and let it 
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evaporate, if any thing remains, all that will be Gold 15 not dissolved, and that 
which remains in the Jug, or Feces, if they be sweet upon the tongue, and you 
find yet something in the Cucurbit that is not enough dissolved, you may 
dissolve it by pouring new Vinegar to it. These Solutions coagulate, as 
before, dissolve in Distilled Vinegar, as before; these Coagulations and 
Solutions continue, till no more Feces remain in the bottom, but are all things 
dissolved into a clear and limpid Water; then is Saturn free from all its 
Leprosy, Melancholy, Feces, Blackness, and Superfluities, and is pure, as 
(now, being exempted from all filth) subtle as Wax, and sweet as Sugar, etc. 
Take half of the Purged Saturn, put it in a Stone Jug, and pour to it four 
Pounds of Distilled Vinegar, put on an Alembic, and distill the Vinegar in 
Balneo, but the Alembic must have a hole in the top, through which pour new 
Vinegar, distill, as before, pour on new and draw off, and that till the Vinegar 
be drawn off as strong as itis poured on, then is it enough, because the 
Matter hath imbibed as much of the Spirits of the Vinegar, as it needs, and as 
much as it can retain: Take the Jug from the Fire, and the Alembic being 
taken off, put the Matter into a Glass that can endure the Fire, put an Alembic 
to it, put it а Cupel with Ashes in a Furnace, make first a gentle Fire, 
increase it by, till your Matter goes over the Color of Blood, and thickness of 
Oil, sweetness of Sugar, and of heavenly smell; if the heat diminisheth, keep 
it while the Matter distills, increase the Fire, till the Glass begins to be Fire 
hot, keep it in this heat, till nothing more distills; let it cool by itself, take 
away the Receiver, and stop it very well with Wax, beat the Matter (Caput 
mortuum) in an Iron Mortar, with a Steel Pestle, and then grind it upon a 
Marble with Distilled Vinegar (Vinegar mixed with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine) put it in a Stone Jug two parts full, distill by Balneo, 
pour on new Vinegar, distill as before, repeat, till the Vinegar distills with the 
same strength as it was poured on, let them cool, distill the Matter in a strong 
Glass upon Ashes as before; first with a gentle Fire, then a stronger, as you 
did before; a Red Oil will go over, as before, etc. beat the Matter, and 
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proceed again, till the Matter will retain no more of Ше Spirit of Vinegar in 
the Distillation in Balneo, then take the Matter, distill what will distill in a 
Glass Cucurbit upon Ashes, till you have distilled the Matter into a Red Oil, 
which is the Noble Water of Paradise, by which all Fixed Stones may be 
resolved, and the Stone made perfect. This Water of Paradise the Ancients 
called their sharp, clear, Vinegar, etc. 

Metals sometimes are not reduced into graduated Vitriols but by 
repeated Cohobation made Menstruums of this Kind. Thus: 


115. The Mercurial Vinegar of Tnsmosinus. 
Libro Moratosan folded Octo Tincturarum 
in Secunda Tinctura, 

Pag. 79. Aur. Vell. Germ. 


Take Argent Vive purged the common way, put it in an Alembic, 
whereto pour very sharp Vinegar (Vinegar mixed with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine described before in Numb. 72. ) three Ounces of Vinegar 
to one Ounce of Mercury; draw off six times in Balneo, then force it to 
ascend into the Receiver, being distilled, rectify it, and it will be prepared. 

Sometimes instead of Philosophical Vinegar he used the strongest Aqua 
Fortis described in Numb. 73. 


116. The Mercurial Water of Trismosinus. 
Libr. Octo Tinctura. in Tinct quarta. Pag. 80. 
Aurei Vell. Germ. 


Take of Roman Vitriol, Sal Niter, of each one Pound and a half, of 
(Vegetable) Sal armoniack four Ounces, of Tiles pulverized one Pound, out 
of which distill Aqua fortis by the Rule of Art. Take of Venetian Mercury 
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sublimed (you must have а care of its Venomous Fume) four Ounces, put it in 
a Cucurbit, pour the said Aqua fortis to it, draw off strongly, that the Mercury 
may be well mixed with the Aqua fortis, and it will be prepared. 

Albertus Magnus prepared the same Mercurial Water thus, 


117. The Mercurial Water of Albertus Magnus. 
Libro Compositum de Compositis. 
Cap. 5. Pag. 937. Vol. 4. Theatrum Chemicum 


Take of Roman Vitriol two Pounds, of Sal Niter two Pounds, of Alum 
calcined one Pound; being well ground and mixed together put the Matter in 
a fit Glass Phial, and having luted the Joints very close that the Spirits may 
not evaporate, distill Aqua fortis after the common way, first with a weak 
Fire, secondly a stronger, thirdly with Wood, that all the Spirits may go over, 
and the Alembic turn white; then put out the Fire, let the Furnace cool, and 
keep the Water carefully, because it is the Dissolvitive of Luna, keep it 
therefore for the finishing of the Work, because that Water dissolves Luna, 
separates Gold from Silver, calcines Mercury and the Crocus of Mars, etc. 
This is the first Philosophical Water (Common Aqua fortis) and hath one 
Degree of Perfection in it. Take of the first Water one pound, dissolve in it 
two Ounces of (Vegetable) Sal armoniack pure and clear, which being 
dissolved, the Water is presently otherwise qualified, and otherwise colored, 
because the first was a Green Color, and the Dissolvitive of Luna, and not of 
Sol, and presently after the putting in of the Sal armoniack the Color of it is 
turned to Citrine, and dissolveth Gold, Mercury, and Sulphur sublimed, and 
tingeth a Mans Skin of a most Citrine Color, keep that Water (Philosophical 
Aqua Regis) apart. Take of the second Water one Pound, and of Mercury 
sublimed with Roman Vitriol, and common Salt five Ounces and a half, put it 
to the 
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second Water by little and little gradually, seal the Mouth of Ше Glass well, 
that the Virtue of the Mercury put in may not suddenly exhale; put the Glass 
in Ashes temporarily hot, and the Water will presently begin to work upon 
Mercury, dissolving it and incorporating; and let the Glass stand thus in hot 
Ashes, and in the dissolution of the Water, till the Water appears no more, but 
has wholly dissolved the Sublimed Mercury: Now the Water acts always 
upon Mercury by the way of imbibition; till it dissolves it totally: But take 
notice, if the Water cannot wholly dissolve the Mercury put in, then lay aside 
the Mercury that is dissolved by that Water, and that which is not dissolved at 
the bottom dry with a gentle Fire, grind, and dissolve it with new Water as 
before, and thus repeat this Order, till all the Sublimed Mercury is dissolved 
into Water: And then join all the solutions of that third Water, into one, in a 
clean Glass, and stop the Mouth of it with Wax, and keep it carefully: This is 
the third Philosophical thick qualified Water in the third degree of Perfection, 
and is the Mother of Aqua Vitae, which dissolves all Bodies into their first 
Matter. Take the third clarified Mercurial Water, qualified in the third Degree 
of Perfection, putrefy it in the Belly of a Horse, to be well digested in a clear 
Glass with a long Neck, well sealed the space of 14 days, make it putrefy, 
and the Feces settle at the bottom, then will this Water be transmuted from a 
Citrine to a Yellow Color, which done, take out the Glass, put it in Ashes 
with a most gentle heat, put on an Alembic with its Receiver, and begin to 
distill by little and little a most clear, clean, ponderous Aqua Vitae, Virgins 
Milk, most sharp Vinegar, drop by drop, continuing constantly a slow Fire, 
till you have distilled all the Aqua Vitae gently, then put out the Fire, let the 
Furnace cool, and keep it diligently apart. Behold this is Aqua Vitae, the 
Philosophers Vinegar, Virgins Milk, by which Bodies are resolved into their 
first Matter, which is called infinite Names. The Signs of this Water are 
these, if a Drop be cast upon a Copper Plate red hot, it will presently 
penetrate, and leave a White Impression, it smokes upon Fire, is coagulated 


(315) 


in the Air after Ше manner of Ice: and when this Water is dissolved, Ше 
Drops of it do not enter continually as other Drops, but one 1s distilled one 
way, another another way; this Water acts not upon Metallic Bodies, as 
another strong Corrosive Water, which dissolves Bodies into Water, but if 
Bodies be put into this Water, it reduceth and resolves them all into Mercury, 
as you shall hear hereafter. 

Paracelsus made this Water by the following Method. 


118. The Mercurial Water of Paracelsus. 
In Appendices Manualis de Lap. Phil. Pag. 139. 


Take of Mercury seven times sublimed with Vitriol, Sal Niter, and 
Alum, three pounds of (Vegetable) Sal armoniack sublimed three times with 
Salt, clear and white, one Pound and a half, being ground together and 
alcolized, sublime them in a Sublimatory nine hours in Sand: Being cold, 
draw off the Sublimate with a Feather, and with the rest sublime, as before: 
This Operation repeat four times, till no more sublimes, and a Black Mass 
remains in the bottom flowing like Wax; being cold take it out, and being 
ground again, imbibe it often in the Water of Sal armoniack prepared 
according to Art, (Ше Menstruum described in Numb. 91) in а Glass Dish, 
and being coagulated of itself, imbibe it again, and dry nine or ten times over, 
till it will scarce any more be coagulated: Being ground finely upon a Marble, 
dissolve it in a moist place to a clear Oil, which you must rectify by 
Distillation in Ashes from all Feces and Sediment. This Water keep diligently 
as the best of all. 

Lully made his Mercurial Water of Mercury and the Stinking 
Menstruum thus, 
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119. The Stinking Mercurial Menstruum of Lully. 
Pag. 63. Testam. Novissimi. 7" 


Take of the Stinking Menstruum four Pounds, and put in one pound of 
Mercury Vive, put the Matter in Balneo or Horse Dung six days, and it will 
be all converted into Water, distill by Balneo, and you will have a Mercurial 
Water, truly Mineral. 

Ripley followeth his Master in the way of making the Mercurial Water, 
as followeth. 


120. The Mercurial Green Lion of Ripley. 
Pag. 310. Pupillae Alchymicae. 


Take Mercury sublimed with Vitriol and common Salt, to the quantity 
of 20 or 40 Pounds (in my opinion two or four ought to be read) that you may 
have enough. Grind it well into a Powder, and put it in a Glass Vessel very 
large and strong, pour to it so many Pounds of the most strong Water (the 
Stinking Menstruum is the strongest Water in the World, Pag. 138. Medullae) 
as there are pounds of Mercury: Shake them soundly together, and the Vessel 
will become so hot, that you can scarce touch it; stop it well, and let it stand 
nine days in a cold place, shaking it strongly three or four times each day: 
Which done, put the Vessel in a Furnace of Ashes, and with a most gentle 
heat distill away all the Aqua Vitae (Menstruum) which keep safe by itself, 
then immediately add another Receiver well luted, kindle a most strong Fire, 
and continue it till all the Golden Liquor is wholly distilled. 

The same way as the Mercurial Waters are made, may also be made 
Menstruums of this Kind out of the other Metals, thus. 
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121. The Stinking Lunar Menstruum of Lully. 
In Experimento 29.78 


Take of the aforesaid Mineral Water (described in Numb. 104.) as you 
have in the former Experiment (Numb. 26.) six or eight Ounces, dissolve in it 
one Ounce of Luna, which dissolution put into a small Retort to be distilled 
by Ashes; which Distillation ceasing, increase the Fire as much as possible, 
and when no more moisture will with this degree of Fire distill, cool the 
Vessel, receive the Distilled Water, wherein is the Soul of Luna, and secure it 
from respiring. 

Thus also Lully prepares the Water of Sol. 


122. The Stinking Solar Menstruum of Lully. 
In Experim. 31. 


Take the Aqua Fortis or Mineral Water (described in Numb. 104.) as 
above, and in every Pound thereof dissolve three Ounces of the Animal Salt 
prepared and fixed, as you have it in its (Sixth) Experiment: Which being 
dissolved, dissolve therein two Ounces of Gold cemented, as you know, after 
that putrefy eight days, then distill by Balneo: Now that which remains at the 
bottom, will be like melted Honey, upon which Matter pour again some of its 
own Water distilled by Balneo, so as to swim two fingers above it; putrefy for 
a natural day, then taking away the Antenotorium, put on an Alembic with a 
Receiver, so close, as not to respire: Distill by Ashes, till no more will distill, 
then increase the Fire a little, that part of the Air may pass into the Water; and 
lastly increase the Fire, that also the Element of Fire may pass through the 
Alembic, and when nothing will distill with this last degree of Fire, cool the 
Vessel, take away the Receiver with its Distilled Water, and keep it well 
stopped. 
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Isaacus Hollandus made a Mercurial Water sometimes with Ше Mercury of 
Luna, thus. 


123. Philosophers Vinegar made of the Mercury 
of Silver of Isaacus. 
Cap. 99.2 Oper. Min. Pag. 492. Vol. 3. Theatrum Chemicum 


Take of the Calx of Luna one Pound, of Sal armoniack, which must be 
clear and transparent as Crystal, without moisture, a fourth part, being 
ground, put them in a Stone Jug, then take (Philosophical) Vinegar distilled 
five or six times from its Phlegm, so as to leave no Feces; empty the Vinegar 
into another Stone Jug, and having put on an Alembic, place it in Balneo: The 
Jug which the ground Calx is in, lute well to the beak of the Alembic, and let 
the Luting be thoroughly dried: Then make Fire under the Balneo, and distill 
the Vinegar leisurely upon the Calx of Luna; and so many Pounds as you 
have of the Calx of Luna, so many four Pounds of Vinegar distill upon it, and 
when all the Vinegar is distilled, let it cool gently the space of three days, 
before you remove Ше Jug, for if you remove it sooner, the Vinegar, Luna, 
and Sal armoniack will run over, and you will retain nothing, so vehement is 
that Matter, for Cold and Hot do come together; and when you would remove 
it, have a Glass Stopple ready fitted to the mouth of the Jug, or Receiver, 
which you must presently lute to it, that the Virtue may not evaporate: Then 
set the Jug in Balneo, let the Fire be no hotter than your hand can endure in 
the Water up to the Knuckles, or then may be drunk without burning, and 
thus keep it the space of six weeks: Then let it be cold, break it, and presently 
lute an Alembic to the Jug very firmly, and put a Receiver to the Beak, distill 
in a temperate Balneo, whatsoever will distill, and when no more distills, take 
it out, and put it in Ashes, lute the Receiver again to the Beak, and first apply 
a gentle heat, then sometimes a stronger, till your Mercury begins to sublime 
with the Sal armoniack, as white as Snow, and hanging to 
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the White Matter with clear Fibers, then keep it thus (till you see it sublime 
not) in the same heat, to extract the Mercury purely out of Earth: Then let it 
cool, take away the Alembic, take out the Mercury being sublimed with the 
Sal armoniack, which are sublimed into a Mass together, which weigh, that 
you may know how much Mercury you sublimed out of the Calxes of Luna, 
for you knew how much Sal armoniack you put into the Jug: Then put the 
Sublimate again into a Glass and again sublime, that you may see whether 
any Feces remain, for you must repeat the Sublimation till no Feces remain. 
Keep this Mercury till I teach you what to do with it: You must know that in 
that Vessel, wherein you sublimated the Mercury with the Sal armoniack, is 
the Body (commonly called Caput Mortuum) or Element of Earth with its Oil 
or Fire, this take out and weigh, that so you may the better know, how much 
Mercury you sublimed also out of it, for you knew how much of the Calx of 
Luna you had in the Jug, so you may certainly know how much you have out 
of it: Then put your Salt or Earth into a Glass, and pour Distilled Vinegar 
upon it, and dissolve it into a pure Water, if it yields any Feces, pour off the 
top gradually, and congeal again: Then have you your Salt prepared with 
your Earth clear as Crystal. Now take your Sublimed Mercury and Sal 
armoniack, and your clear Salt, and grind them together upon a Marble dry, 
being ground, put all the Matter into a Glass Plate, set it on a Tripos or our 
Calcining Furnace, and there let it stand six Weeks, and apply such a heat, as 
if you would keep Lead melted without congealing: Those six Weeks being 
expired, let it cool, then put it in a cold Cellar, and cover it with a Linen 
Cloth, that no dust may fall in, and in the space of six or eight days it will be 
wholly dissolved into a clear Water. Now you must know, this is the 
Philosophers clear Vinegar, for when they write our Vinegar, they mean this 
Water, and when they say Philosophers Mercury, they mean this Water, and 
it is their Vinegar which they write or so wonderfully speak of. 
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From Ше Receipts we observe: 


1. That Metals and Minerals volatilized with Simple Mineral Menstruums are 
Menstruums of this Kind. 

2. That these Menstruums are the same with the Menstruums of the Eight 
Kind dissolved in Simple Mineral Menstruums, but differ from the 
antecedent Kind, in being made not with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but 
Philosophical Vinegar. 

3. That these Menstruums are the Essences or Magisteries of Things tinging 
dissolved in Simple Mineral Menstruums. 

4. That those Menstruums being Mineral or Acid, are in Alchymical 
Processes better than the Vegetable Menstruums of the Eighth Kind, because 
stronger. 

5. That the dissolutions of Metals performed by these Mercurial Menstruums, 
have been by the Adepts sometimes called Amalgamations. You must know, 
saith Isaacus, That this is the best Solution, that ever was found in the World, 
for herein is no error of Proportion and Weight. For Nature errs not. For 
when Mercury 15 dissolved, it dissolves other Metals also, as 15 rightly taught 
in other places. Nor will it dissolve more than it is able, nor will it recetve 
more of a Body into it, than its Nature can bear. For whatsoever has no need 
of it, it cannot dissolve. And it is the best Amalgamation that can be found. 2. 
Oper. Min. Cap. 103. Pag. 494 Vol. 3. Theatrum Chemicum That Bernhard in 
Epistola ad Thomam treated not of a dry but of this moist Amalgamation, I 
shall prove elsewhere. 

6. That the Menstruum of Venus, Sol, Luna, etc. 15 of the same Virtue, as to 
the faculty of Dissolving, with the Menstruum of common Argent Vive; this 
Mercurial Menstruum has been indeed more in use than the other by some 
Adepts, because of the more easy way of operating upon the Open Body of 
Mercury, though it be less powerful than the rest in Point of Tinging. 

7. That there are divers Kinds of Stinking Menstruums: The Thirteenth Kind 
taught us how to distill the most Stinking Menstruum of all, out of Atrop: For 
there the Oily Matter of the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine being dissolved in 


(321) 


Vitriol, is in its Distillation purged from all its Putrid Foeculencies; but Ше 
Twentieth Kind treats of Menstruums less stinking, being made of the Spirit 
of Philosophical Wine now purified and sweet: The present Kind produceth 
from the same Matter Menstruums of the same Name indeed, but not of the 
same Stinking Savor, Color, etc. For Philosophical Vinegar is, by reason of 
the perfect dissolution of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, Diaphanous, not 
of a Milky Color, but in the Distillation of a Menstruum it is made Milky, 
because the Acidity of a Body dissolved, cannot retain the Unctuous Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine so well as before, but in the precipitation of which the 
Distilled Liquor becomes Milky; for this reason the Adepts sometimes added 
common Vitriol and Niter to the Azoquean Vitriol, that the said Spirit might 
the better be dissolved. In a word: The greater quantity of Philosophical 
Vinegar, or any other Mineral Menstruum stronger than this, is made use of 
in the making of these Menstruums, the less Milky, and less Stinking will the 
Menstruums be, because made not of the embrionated Stinking Matter of the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but of the same purified by Circulation and 
Distillation. 

8. That these, as all other Menstruums, are by Digestion made sweet and 
transmuted into Dissolvents of the Eighth Kind. 
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The Two and Twentieth KIND. 


Mineral Menstruums compounded of 
the Philosophers Vinegar, and other 
Simple Mineral Menstruums and 
Things tinging being first fixed. 


124. The Menstruum of Venus of Isaacus Hollandus. 
Cap. 82. 3. Oper. Міпег.''° 


I will now, Son, teach you how to make the Stone, which God gives us 
freely. You must know it is made divers Ways, but I will teach you the Way 
which I learnt from my Father. Take of the Stone which God gives us freely 
(the Vitriol of Venus) as much as sufficeth, which dissolve in (Philosophical) 
distilled Vinegar, let the Feces settle, decant the Dissolution from the Feces 
warily, and filter; draw off the Vinegar with a gentle Fire, that the Matter 
may remain dry; being dried dissolve it again in Distilled Vinegar, decant, 
filter, and draw off, and that to be four times repeated, till no more Feces 
settle in the Solution: Then distill away the Vinegar with a gentle Fire, till the 
Matter becomes so dry, as to fly away in the beating of it into Powder, yet 
retains its Spirits: Now it is prepared for Са сшапоп. You must know, Son, 
that this Matter is in its Nature Styptic and Astringent, partly volatile, partly 
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fixed, and so dissolved in Distilled Vinegar, Ша! it may retain the subtle 
Spirit of the Vinegar, and be calcined together with the said Spirit, made 
more subtle, be better opened and dissolved, for the Spirit of Vinegar 
dissolves well before all things. The Vitriol being thus prepared, Put it in a 
Glass Bottle or Egg, lute hermetically, but the Vessels must be filled, that 
there may be no space for the Spirits to elevate themselves, set it on a Tripos, 
and there let it remain in a temperate heat, to subtiliate itself: Then take out 
the Matter, and pulverize it, put it in a Cucurbit, put on an Alembic with a 
Receiver to it, and so distill in Balneo whatsoever will distill, it will be 
distilled in about 20 or 25 days: Then lay aside the Distillation, take out the 
Feces lying at the bottom of the Cucurbit, grind them very fine upon a Stone, 
put them in a Dissolving Vessel, pour all the Distilled Water to them, seal 
hermetically, and it will be all dissolved in Balneo without Feces; distill the 
Solution in a Cucurbit through an Alembic in Balneo with a moderate heat, 
that all the Water may separate itself, which keep very choicely; continue the 
Distillation in Ashes, that you may receive the Element of Air in the form of 
a very noble Citrine Oil; and this must be done with a strong Fire, lay aside 
the Air by itself very well stopped near the Water: The Feces being as red as 
Blood, take out of the Cucurbit, grind them to an Impalpable Powder upon a 
Stone, put them in a Glass Bottle or Egg, seal, and set it 30 days and nights 
on a Tripos to be subtiliated with a temperate heat, then take out the Matter, 
grind it to Powder, put it in a Dissolving Vessel, pour to it the Element of 
Water (above distilled) seal, and put it in Balneo, to be dissolved, as before, 
distill the Solution through an Alembic in Ashes (the Receiver must be put 
into cold Water) increase the Fire by degrees, till at length it be hot; so let it 
continue five or six days, and in the mean time will ascend the Element of 
Fire in the form of a Red Oil, suffer it to be cooling three or four days, then 
take away the Receiver, keep it very well stopped, etc. 
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Annotations. 


We have had divers graduated Vitriols in the former Receipts, which 
have yielded us divers Menstruums. The Vitriol in this Kind is made better 
than all of them; for itis made of Vitriol graduated in a close Vessel, fixed 
according to Art, and again dissolved in Philosophical Vinegar, that by 
Distillation it may be made a better Menstruum than those before. In the 
Ninth Kind of Vegetable Menstruums the graduated Vitriol of Mercury, made 
of Mercury sublimed and Salt circulated, is in a close Vessel reverberated 
into a Fixed Powder, which Crocus of Mercury then volatilized with the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, makes a Vegetable Menstruum. If the same 
graduated Vitriol of Mercury be in a close Vessel reverberated into a Fixed 
Precipitate, and then dissolved, not in the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, but 
Philosophical Vinegar, or some other Mineral Menstruum, it will be thereby 
made a Menstruum of this Kind. That which is spoken of the Vitriol of 
Mercury, must be also understood of the present Vitriol of Venous in our 
Receipt; where Isaacus dissolves the said Vitriol in Philosophical Vinegar, 
depurates and graduates, which then he calcines, that is, fixeth upon a Tripos; 
being fixed it must be dissolved in new Philosophical Vinegar, and 
volatilized, before the Distillation of it, as appears by the Description of the 
same Menstruum elsewhere given. 


125. A Menstruum of Vitriol of Isaacus Hollandus. 
Сар. 62.2. Oper. Ми." 


Take a great quantity of Roman Vitriol, 10 or 12 Pounds, rather more 
than less, as much as you will, and dissolve the Vitriol in common Water; let 
the Feces settle, put the clear Dissolution in a Stone Vessel to be congealed, 
till a thin skin comes over it, then let it cool and stand three days, and you 
will have notable Stones ofa green color clear as Crystal; take out these 
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Stones, and put them in small Glass Vessels in a clean Balneo to dry, Ше 
Balneo must have such a heat as is of the Sun in the middle of Summer, - and 
your Stones will be turned into a white Powder, which Powder dissolve in 
common Distilled Water, and let the Feces settle, decant the clear into a clean 
Vessel, as before, and let it be congealed, as before; this repeat, till you see 
no Feces left; when you have thus washed and made your Powder white, you 
may be assured your Vitriol is rightly prepared. Now take the white powder 
of Vitriol, put it in а Glass Vessel with a Neck pretty long, and seal the Neck 
with the Seal of Hermes so, that no Air can either pass out or in; and then put 
it in a Plate with sifted Ashes upon a Furnace, put fire under, and put a 
Burning Lamp under the Furnace, adding so much heat as the Sun yields in 
the middle of March, and thus keep it, till you see your Matter grow yellow, 
and continue it in the same heat, till it be perfectly ruddy, then increase the 
Fire a little, that is, put under one Lamp more, and thus continue it eight or 
ten days, and then see whether your Matter begins not to be red, if it begins to 
be red, increase your Fire, and so continue it eight or ten days: But if you 
gain nothing in redness, increase your Fire with yet one Lamp, and so 
proceed gradually always one Lamp being kindled, till your Matter be as 
deep a red, as a Rose ог a Ruby; it being now so deeply red, suffer it even 
thus the space of eight or ten days in the same heat; when you see your 
Matter remains in the same state, take it out of the Plate with Ashes, and 
empty it into another strong Glass, pour a good quantity of (Philosophical) 
distilled Vinegar upon it, and put it in Balneo, let it boil, and stir it witha 
Wooden Spatula three or four times every day, and thus continue it four days 
and nights, then let it cool, and pour off the clear, and again pour on Distilled 
Vinegar, and that repeat three times; then throw away the Feces, and draw off 
the Vinegar through an Alembic in Balneo, till your Matter become 
altogether dry; pour on new Vinegar, and do as before, and that so long, till 
no more Feces remain in the Dissolution: Then congeal it into a dry Powder, 
which put into a good thick Glass, and putting on an Alembic with a large 
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Head, distill in order to obtain first Saffron Colored Spirits, then a Red Oil, 
lastly, white Spirits, then let it cool, take away the Receiver, and keep that 
truly blessed Oil which is in it. Take away the Alembic, and in the Pot you 
will find a Matter white as Snow, and clear as Crystal. etc. 

The way of making of this Menstruum, we will consider in its several 
Branches. 

The first is concerning the choice of Vitriol, which Reason requires as 
well as the antecedent Receipt to be graduated, that is, dissolved either in the 
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, or Philosophical Vinegar, and Crystalized, for 
the Calcination of common Vitriol, dissolved in common Water, and purified, 
in a close Vessel to a most red color, is altogether Impossible, and of no 
Efficacy neither; for nothing but the common Acid or common Spirit of 
Vitriol is extracted out of common Vitriol, be it never so well purified and 
calcined: Vitriol therefore well Purged in common Water, is to be chosen 
according to the present Receipt, but after that, according to the antecedent 
well dissolved in Philosophical Vinegar, that 1 may be thereby made 
graduated Vitriol, and the fit Matter of this Menstruum. 

The second Branch treats of the calcination or fixation of this graduated 
Vitriol into redness: Concerning which, the former process was too obscure, 
but the present or later clear enough: This Calcination is the true and 
Philosophical way of fixing this Vitriol, and that chiefly, because citrinity and 
redness follow blackness and whiteness, the true signs of volatilization as 
well as fixation, of which though Isaacus said nothing in both the Receipts, 
yet other Adepts have mentioned these Colors in the fixing of Vitriol. Take 
that Stone, saith Ripley, Cap. 7. Phil. Cupri Stillicidium (the Green Lyon of 
Fools, or common Vitriol graduated) and put it, being ground into a 
Philosophers Egg, and proceed upon it by the way of Putrefaction, as was 
declared in the Process of Rebis, and continue the Stone upon the Fire, till 
after blackness and whiteness, it is turned into a red Powder, which many call 
Vitriol Rubificated. 
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But here riseth some doubt, in that Ше Red Color of this Calcined 
Vitriol, seems to be by Isaacus himself called Volatile, not in the least fixed. 
This Matter, saith he, will remain red for ever, and not fixed, for if it should 
be fixed, it would be altogether corrupted, for it must be Dissolved into 
Water, and distilled through an Alembic, Cap. 65. To disperse this Cloud, 
you must know, the meaning of Isaacus is, that Vitriol calcined, or by what 
way soever reduced into redness, remains red, but not also fixed, because it 
must be dissolved in Philosophical Vinegar, and Distilled through an 
Alembic. For we find the like, if not the same Phrase, concerning the redness 
and fixity of the Philosophers Stone, which will easily remove the aforesaid 
doubt: When the Stone is perfect, saith he, it ought to remain in that State 
now and for evermore. After Perfection, it cannot be changed for better nor 
for worse, but will remain a King for ever. Wherefore, if any Man has 
prepared the true Philosophers Stone, no Multiplication follows after; 
wheresoever Multiplication follows after Perfection, there is not the 
Philosophers Stone, nor is there a true Stone. It may be a Medicine, or other 
Stone, of which sort are many wherewith Projection is made, but it is not the 
Philosophers Stone, which we here Discourse of. When the aforesaid Stone is 
perfect and prepared, it ought to remain in that State forever, Cap. 127.1. 
Oper. Miner. Pag. 407. Vol.3. Theatrum Chemicum 

As to the Permanence of the red color in the Philosophers Stone, he 
declares the following Notions: In Multiplication, saith he, no blackness 
intervenes, nor do any Colors of the World shew themselves, nor any 
Whiteness, nor in Sublimation does any thing shew itself besides redness, nor 
in fixation does any Color shew itself except its own, that is, an egregious 
redness: for it is one only substance, one single matter, and as the Heaven 
invincible: You must also know, though it be sublimed, it would not be 
deprived of all its fixity, for when the Stone 15 made and prepared in the 
utmost virtue of it, then can it not be changed out of its own Essence into 
another, for if the Stone could be changed or drawn out of its own Essence 
into another Essence or Nature, it would not be the Philosophers Stone, nor 
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one single Matter, nor a glorified Body; no, no, understand my Discourse 
rightly, etc. Cap. 72.1. Oper. Min. Pag. 355. of the same Volume. 

Isaacus being perhaps persuaded of an unalterable constancy of redness 
observed in the Multiplication of the Stone of higher Degree or Kind, 
concludes the Philosophers Stone to be altogether and absolutely immutable: 
which Opinion to defend in every part, he has sooner ventured to deny the 
volatilization itself of the Stone, then give way to the altering of fixity in 
Multiplication: You must know, saith he, if the Stone were sublimed, yet 
would it not be deprived of its fixity. Yea, he has chosen rather to pervert his 
own Senses (for he himself hath in the same place taught how to volatilize 
the Philosophers Stone, with some shining Menstruum) and the Sense of the 
Word Fix (though upon this Term depends one half of all the Operations in 
the more secret Chymy) than relinquish this fallacy derived from a 
Paralogism. The Stone, saith he, may be so often opened as aforesaid, and 
after that sublimed, and again condensed so as to unite its parts, which we 
call Fixation; we term it indeed Fixation, but it is not Fixation, but only 
Condensation, so, as that all the subtle parts of it are again forced into an 
Union jointly together, as they were at first, and the Stone will again expect 
Fire, and we may again make Projection with it, as we did before. Cap. 76 
read 73, 74, 75. Chapters of the same Book. 

What we have against this Opinion, we will reserve for the Third Book; 
in the mean time it will be requisite for you to observe this one thing: That 
the Matter of Calcined Vitriol, as also of the Philosophers Stone, multiplied, 
remains for ever red, but not fixed, because either of them may be volatilized 
with Philosophical Menstruums. But let them be how they will, the Vitriol of 
Saturn fixed the same way by the same Author, will prove that the graduated 
Vitriol of Venus, calcined to redness in a close Vessel is fixed. Take, saith he, 
a Glass Viol, put in it one half of Purged Saturn (Sugar of Saturn made not 
with common Distilled Vinegar, but Philosophical) reserve the other part by 
itself till you have occasion, put a fit Glass to the mouth of the Viol, and put 
the Glass in sifted Ashes in a Furnace, of Tripos Arcanorum, or on a Furnace 
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wherein you са сте Spirits; give it a Fire as hot as Ше Sun is at Mid-summer, 
no more, except by chance a little hotter or colder, provided it be not so great 
as to melt the Lead, for so your Matter would be liquid as Oil, and should it 
stand so the space of 12 days, all the Sulphur would fly away, and the Matter 
be corrupted, for the Sulphur of it is not yet fixed, and on the outside only, 
and therefore the Matter is most easily melted, and though it be pure, yet it is 
not fixed; wherefore the Fire must be so gentle as not to melt the Matter; let it 
stand so the space of Six Weeks, after which take a little, project it upon а hot 
Iron, if it presently melts and fumes, it is not yet fixed: Then increase the Fire 
till it attains to the color of Rubies; increase till it is red hot, and then it is 
fixed, and prepare for Infusion, with the Noble Water of Paradise (the 
Menstruum described in Numb. 114.) 

Besides this, there is indeed another way also of calcining 
Philosophical Vitriol, which is done in an open Vessel; thus graduated 
Verdigris is calcined to redness before the Distillation of it, in the preparation 
of the Spirit of Venus of Basilius, as we have observed in the precedent Kind, 
but this belongs not to this place, for the Calx remains volatile, not fixed, 
which way of Calcining was invented merely for the separation of the 
Phlegm. 

The third Branch consists in a new dissolution of this fixed Vitriol in 
Philosophical Vinegar, for which Reason this Vitriol is volatilized again and 
made fit for Distillation, in the former Receipt, this Solution is wholly 
omitted, but more exactly described in the latter Process. 

The fourth Branch is the single, and frequent Distillation in the several 
ways of making all these Stinking Menstruums, yet this excepted, that out of 
this graduated, fixed, and again volatilized Vitriol, the Spirit ascends not 
White, but of a Saffron Color (because more Mature) before the Red Oil; and 
lastly, the White Spirit appears also, being extracted out of the Salt or White 
Body. 
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Lastly, These words following do prove, that Ше same Menstruums 
may be also made of any other Metals. But if you would extract an Oil out of 
Metals, as has been taught of Vitriol; you must dissolve your Metal in Aqua 
fortis, and make it precipitate, and wash away the Saltness of it with common 
Water, and being dried, put into a Glass with a long Neck, and congealed, 
and put upon a Furnace with Sifted Ashes, make a Fire under it as for Vitriol, 
till the Metal be altogether red, and till the inside of it is turned outward: 
Then dissolve it in Distilled Vinegar, as the Vitriol, and Congeal, till no more 
Feces remain: Then distill, and the Metal will wholly distill into a Red Oil, 
and it 15 the perfect Oil of the Philosophers, but the Projection of it is not so 
high, as of the Oil which was first Salt: And the Oil of every Metal you must 
Multiply with the Oil of Vitriol, as aforesaid: And the Oil is very easily made 
after the same manner out of Saturn, and the Projection of it is very high: 
Give thanks to God, Work, and remember the Poor, dispense the gifts of God 
to your own Salvation, Cap. 80.2 Oper. Min. Pag. 478. of the same Volume. 

All Metals, saith he, Cap. 67. of the same Work, even Jupiter and Luna, 
will become red as blood, for the inside of all Metals is red, one more red 
than another: When therefore they are brought to redness, they must be 
dissolved (in Philosophical Vinegar) and again congealed, till they be free 
from any Feces, and yet contain their Elements together perfectly; for when 
they are brought to that pitch, nothing remains, save only Feces; for the Earth 
(the Caput Mortuum) being made subtle and liquid, is likewise dissolved, 
when you have made it subtle by Dissolving and Coagulating so, as that no 
more Feces remain. Thus you may Distill it through an Alembic into a Red 
Oil. As you were here taught concerning Vitriol, so must you also do with all 
Metals, as also Mercury, when it is dissolved in Aqua Fortis, and 
precipitated, the Saltness washed away and dried, put it in a Glass, as was 
said of Vitriol, And that which is here declared of Metal, you may also do 
with Antimony (and all other Minerals.) Open your Ears, and hearken, and 
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open your Mind, it was never heard that such a Work should be done with so 
little Pains. 

Here I would advise you to take Notice of the difference between the 
Oils of Vitriol and other bodies; the like Oil is produced from all Metals as 
from Vitriol, yet with this difference, that Vitriol in the Distillation of its Oil, 
leaves an Earth or Salt behind it, wherewith the Spirit and Oil of it are fixed 
into the Philosophers Stone; but Metals and the rest of the Minerals not so, 
they totally ascending into Spirit and Oil, no Earth, Salt or Caput Mortuum 
remaining, whereby to be fixed into the Stone: Vitriol therefore is that alone, 
which hath all things in it, relating to the Perfection of itself, whereas the Oils 
and Spirits of the rest are forced to borrow fixed bodies elsewhere for their 
fixations. You must know, saith he, when you would reduce the Salt of 
Metals to an Oil, the same as hath been said of Vitriol, the Elementary Earth 
of Metals will distill together, with the Oil red as blood, but that the Earth of 
Vitriol does not, the Oil separates itself from the Earth: God hath vouchsafed 
such a blessing, that the Philosophers Stone may be made of it alone without 
Addition, translating all Metals into true Sol: Herein do all the Philosophers 
agree. An Oil, he goes on, is also made of Mercury, and of Antimony, but 
their Earth goes over together, and their whole Body turns into Oil, and 
remains an Oil for ever, and with this Oil you may do wonderful things, 
which is written of Antimony and the Oil of it. You must know my Son, That 
the Oil of Mercury is much better in all works, wherein the Oil of Antimony 
is used. This is a Secret. Сар. 69 and 70 of the same Work.'” 

An Example, That Metals wholly ascend into Oil, he brings in the 
following Chapter, namely the 70th, which we will name. 


Be |НоПапдив Vol 2 pg. 381] 


(332) 


126. The Circulatum Маји5 of Isaacus. 
Cap. 70.2. Oper. Min. Pag. 474. Vol. 3 Theatrum Chemicum 


Take this Mercury (the Metals sublimed in the Philosophical 
Menstruums afore going) Dissolve it in Aqua Fortis, with an equal quantity 
of Vitriol and Niter, being Dissolved, put the Solution in a Glass Vessel, put 
on an Alembic, set it in sifted Ashes, give first a gentle Fire, Distill the Aqua 
Fortis from it, then the Mercury will sublime upwards into the Alembic, 
when it will sublime no more, take it away; take the Mercury out of the 
Alembic, put it in a Vessel with Sifted Ashes, light your Lamp under it, so 
leave it, till it be perfectly red, as hath been taught of Vitriol; Dissolve, 
Congeal, being clean, Distill it into a red Oil, as hath been said of Vitriol, but 
all the Mercury distills into Oil, so as to leave no Earth. 

The Menstruum immediately antecedent in Numb. 125, 15 in all things 
clear, except the first Branch of it, wherein is omitted the necessary 
Dissolution of Vitriol in Philosophical Vinegar, before the Calcination of it 
into redness or fixation. The first Menstruum of this Kind is imperfect, not 
indicated in this, but in another Branch, insomuch as it is not therein 
declared, that Vitriol must after the Calcination of it, be again Dissolved in 
Philosophical Vinegar. In this present third, Though it be said, that it ought to 
be made according to the rule of the precedent Menstruums, there is no 
mention at all made of Philosophical Vinegar, yet without it, Vitriol can 
neither be fixed into redness, nor when fixed, be again Volatilized or 
Distilled. The Receipts therefore must be compared as often as the Adepts 
have either through too much fear or envy left us them imperfect: It is 
enough, if by comparing them together, we can pick out their meaning or 
intention, being not fully enough expressed in every circumstance, the terms 
being either too obscure, or altogether omitted. Bodies in this Kind are to be 
fixed, and then volatilized by Mineral Menstruums, as Mercury and 
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Antimony, in Ше Ninth Kind, are first fixed, and then distilled in Ше greater 
Circulatums by vegetable Menstruums: This light borrowed from the said 
Ninth Kind, will dispel all the Obscurities and Doubts of this Kind. Vitriol 
therefore purged with common Water by Solutions and Coagulations, must 
first be graduated, that is several times dissolved in Philosophical Vinegar 
and coagulated according to the Receipt in Numb. 125, as Mercury is 
dissolved in the Water of Salt, circulated in the Circulatum majus of Mercury. 
This Vitriol being graduated in a close Vessel, must be fixed into a most red 
Powder, and being fixed, then dissolved and coagulated in Philosophical 
Vinegar, that it may again become volatile, as Mercury being fixed in its own 
Circulatum, is again made volatile by virtue of the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine. At last Ше Vitriol is to be Distilled into its Spirits. Now by knowing 
the method, it 15 manifest that the mystery of the Receipts consists in Ше 
Vinegar, but to remove all scruple from these most excellent Menstruums, we 
will prove by the very words of Isaacus himself, that he meant not common 
but Philosophical Menstruum. Have not I taught you, saith he, how to draw 
all Metals through the Alembic, so as to Distill wholly into Oil, leaving 
nothing; but that alone does the strong Spirit of Vinegar, and makes them 
(Metals) to be perfectly separated and rectified from their Feces, within and 
without, as I taught you, and that the inside should be outward, and the 
outside should be inward, and then they are so resolved and subtle, that the 
Elements cannot be separated one from another; if you sought all the means 
in the world, you would not be able separate these Elements, by reason of 
their subtlety, cleanness and resolution; and when they have the subtle 
penetrating Vinegar with them, they pass all together through the Alembic 
with the Vinegar; but if you should put them to fire, and any Spirit of Vinegar 
(in sufficient quantity) was present, they (the Metal and Vinegar) would be 
forthwith fixed together; and because the Vinegar is copiously in their clean, 
open, subtle Body, they distill into an Oil, and the Spirits of the Vinegar are 
fixed with the Body: Now you must know that the Spirit of Vinegar is more 
Subtle than all things in the World, yea, a thousand times 


(334) 


more subtle than Ше Quintessence of Aqua Vitae; it cannot be contained in 
any Vessels, but it is easily half fixed, and therefore it easily fixeth the thing 
to which it 15 applied, as it is demonstrated in the Vegetable (Work) where 
the Discourse is of Wine, and the Nature of it, where you will be sufficiently 
instructed what Vinegar 15, and the Spirit of it, how all things are dissolved 
and ascend. Cap. 77, 78.2. Oper. Miner. Pag. 477. Vol. 3. Theatrum 
Chemicum. You must know, saith he elsewhere, this is the greatest Secret in 
this Art, for the middle parts of Vinegar are of so great Virtue as to be 
incredible, by reason of their great Subtlety, for every thing they are mixed 
with, becomes exceeding subtle and penetrable, wherefore they make the 
(Philosophers) Stone a thousand times more subtle than it was before; and 
more penetrable, and the subtle parts mix themselves with the Stone, for they 
are of one Nature, and are both clean and subtle, and are mixed together, as 
Water with Water, and it is a Medicine of that Nature, as to make everything 
fixed which it is mixed with, and of its own Nature wherein it is; and thus are 
the subtle parts (of Philosophical Vinegar) fixed in the (Philosophical) Stone, 
and are made of one Nature with the Stone, and they make the Stone as 
fusible, as an Artist can wish, as he oftentimes dissolves the Stone in 
Vinegar, and congeals it, for as many or few Spirits remain in the Stone, the 
more fusible is the Medicine: Wherefore I have taught my Son how to make 
his Stone so fusible, as thereby to bring Mercury to Sol and Luna; and it is a 
great Secret, known to few, peruse this Lecture diligently, what virtue there is 
in Vinegar, and what with the middle matter of Vinegar may be made. Cap. 
51.1. Oper. Min. Pag. 337. Vol.3. Theatrum Chemicum 

That Vinegar, which is a thousand times more subtle than the 
Quintessence of Aqua Vitae, or Spirit of Philosophical Wine: The Spirits of 
which makes the Philosophers Stone a thousand times more Subtle: That is of 
one Nature with it; and fixeth every thing it is mixed with; you yourselves 
will say is no common Menstruum, but another of more excellent quality. 
Isaacus moreover dissolves and coagulates the Stone in this Vinegar, so oft, 
till it is converted into Oil, which will be no more congealed. Cap. 51, 59, 
107, of the 
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same Book. With Ше same Vinegar also he made Metals fat, and transmuted 
them into Oils, thus he dissolved and coagulated Gold so often continually in 
New Vinegar, till an Oil was made thereof as red as blood, as Cap. 54 of the 
same Book. Sometimes also he did with the same Vinegar reduce Gold to the 
consistence of an excellent White Oil, out of which he then distilled a White 
Spirit, and а Red Oil apart, and not immixible together, so subtle, as that he 
advised the Artist to havea care, lest these Oils should condense again by too 
much Rectification, for then being forced with too strong a Fire, the greatest 
part of them would by reason of their great Subtlety penetrate the Glass, and 
so be lost. Cap. 126, 128.1. Oper. Min. Pag 406. Vol.3. Theatrum Chemicum 
Who can expect such and so great things from Common Vinegar ? The same 
Vinegar, that dissolved the fixed Metal Gold, and divided it into Spirit and 
Oil, the Constitutives of the Stone out of Sol alone; the same also is required 
to dissolve fixed Митот, and distill it into Spirit and Oil, the constitutives of 
the Stone out of Vitriol alone, of the making of which in the Third Book of 
Alchymical Tinctures. 

That this Oil of Vitriol, shows light by night, affirms Trismosinus, who 
hath described the said Oil thus. 


127. The Oil of Vitriol shining by Night, of 
Trismosinus. 

Libro Gangeniveron, folded novem Tincturarum in 
Tinctura prima. 


Take of the best Hungarian Vitriol twelve pounds, grind and 
dissolve it in pure clean Water, or Rain Water distilled, let the Feces settle, 
decant the Solution into a Glass Dish, placed in a Brass Basin full of Sand, 
put the said Basin in Balneo, and draw off the Water to a thin skin; let it cool, 
and stand three days in a cold place, and in the mean time you will find green 
Stones, which take out, the remainder draw off again to a thin skin, and 
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let it Crystalize, and this seven times repeat, put Ше Stones in a Stove of the 
same heat as the Sun in Dog-days, and in such a heat they will turn into a 
White Powder. The Vitriol being thus prepared, put it ina Cucurbit, with a 
long neck, well sealed in Ashes, under which put a Lamp, so as that the heat 
exceed not the Sun in March, thus leave it, till the Vitriol begins to be yellow, 
the Fire of the Lamp increase one Degree, and thus leave it ten days and 
nights, or till it begins to be red, then again increase the Fire in the Lamp 
another Degree, and thus continue, till the Matter be altogether red as a Ruby, 
then increase the Fire yet ten days, and the hidden part of the Vitriol is now 
manifest, and prepared in its redness, as a volatile Matter: The redness thus 
remaining, take the Glass out of the Ashes, and the Matter out of the Glass, 
and put it in a stronger Glass, to which pour the best Vinegar well rectified, 
stop it well, set it in Balneo, so let it stand four days, yet stirring the Matter 
with a Spatula made of Hazelwood, three or four times a day, let it cool, 
decant the Vinegar into another Glass, pour new upon the Matter, digest in 
Balneo, as before, this repeat with new Vinegar three times, the decanted 
Vinegar gently draw off, till the Matter remains in the form of a Salt at the 
bottom, to which, pour new sharp Vinegar, put it four days in Balneo, as 
before, to dissolve, and let that be repeated, till it be free from any sediment: 
Then coagulate the Matter into a dry Powder, and put it in a Glass Cucurbit, 
with a wide mouth, and a large Alembic, lay the Receiver in a Vessel full of 
Water, lute the Joints firm, and distill with an open Fire, but very gently, the 
space of four hours, after that strongly, and the Spirits will ascend yellow, 
which are called Air; continue the Fire in the same degree, till the Alembic 
begins to be red; then slow the Fire, that the Alembic may be of a blood 
color, then increase the Fire still, that the Glass may be burning hot as a red 
hot Iron, which keep in that heat, till the Alembic be made of a Snow Color, 
then strengthen the Fire yet more, that the Alembic may again be clear and 
transparent, then let it cool, remove the Receiver, and pour the Oil 
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into a pure Glass, which stop well, and you will have Ше true ОП of Vitriol 
shining night and day in dark places, which keep well for your occasion. But 
you must know there is a White and Beautiful Oil found in the bottom, which 
to its red Oil, etc. 

This Receipt of Trismosinus agrees almost in all things with Isaacus his 
Description of the Menstruum made of Vitriol, so that it seems to me to be 
borrowed of Isaacus of the volatile redness of Calcined Vitriol is retained: 
Those things therefor, which were observed before upon the Menstruum of 
Isaacus, do also hereto relate; but we added this, because Trismosinus does 
more assure us, that this Oil shines in darkness, concerning which quality of 
his Menstruum, Isaacus was silent. 

Ripley made Menstruums of this Kind this way. 


128. The Circulatum Majus of Ripley. 
Pag. 395. Accurtationum. 


The time of true Putrefaction and Alteration is completed in the space 
of Six Weeks, but it may be done in a shorter time by half, and that by the 
acuition of our Mercurial Waters, that is, the white and red Water (the milk 
and blood of the Green Lyon in Numb. 59.) with common Mercury 
sublimate, which thus do: Fix and Calcine the Mercury sublimate, and 
dissolve it in our white or red Mercury (of the said Menstruum) so as to be all 
one true Water, which Water, being thus acuated, hath the Power of 
putrefying and altering any Calx of Metals, in the space of three Weeks, and 
that because the two Fires, namely, of Nature and against Nature, are then 
joined together in that Water. 

Common Mercury being dissolved in Philosophical Vinegar, or any 
Mineral Menstruum, and fixed either by Sublimation as the Circulatum majus 
of Paracelsus, or Calcination as the Vitriol of Isaacus calcined to redness, is 
then dissolved in a stinking Menstruum, and distilled through an Alembic. 
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He reduced all other Metals and Minerals, Ше same way as he did Mercury, 
into the greater Circulatums, thus. 


129. The Metallic Acetum accerrimum of Ripley. 
Pag. 266. Clavis aurea Portae. 


Having therefore these two Mercuries, the white and red (of the 
Stinking Menstruum) practice with them either upon their own Earth (or 
Caput Mortuum of the said Menstruum) or upon the Calx of Metals prepared, 
for you need not trouble your self about the Earth, provided the substance of 
it be fixed: Take therefore any of them, being white, and ferment it thus: For 
the White Work, take the Calx of Luna, and the altered Earth (а 
Philosophical Calx, made of the Mineral Menstruum of Luna) in equal 
quantity, grind them together, and temper them with the White Mercury, 
which we call Lac Virginis (in the Description of the Green Lyon) and 
sublime them very well, keep and gather that which is not fixed, that is, so 
much as ascends white, and sticking to the parts of the Glass as Mercury 
sublimate, for this is that our Mercury made by sublimation out of the white 
altered Earth; then grind it upon its own Calxes, tempering, distilling, and 
subliming it with Lac Virginis, till it be wholly fixed, so as to be immovable 
by Fire: This is the sublimed and fixed Mercury, for which fools take that 
common Mercury sublimed with common Vitriol and Salt, wherein they very 
much err: put it into a Circulatory, and pour Lac Virginis upon it till it be 
covered, then let it be circulated and distilled through an Alembic. 

An Example of making the altered Earth of Metals, and the way of 
fixing the said Earth he hath given in Vitriol. Take Vitriol calcined to Ashes 
(common Colcothar) grind it to a most fine Powder, put it in an Urinal, pour 
Lac Virginis (the White fume of the Stinking Menstruum) to it, till it be 
covered with it, stop the Urinal with a Linen Cloth, and let it stand eight days, 
then add the same quantity of the former Milk, repeating it from eight 
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days to eight, but when it will drink up no more, let it stand in Ше cold well 
stopped, till a Crystalline Earth appears in the superficies of it, like Eyes of 
Fish. Separate this Earth from the thicker parts resided in the bottom, and put 
it (this graduated Vitriol made not indeed of the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
nor Philosophical Vinegar, but the Sinking Menstruum) in a Philosophical 
Egg, to digest (calcine) discreetly, till it be perfectly fixed, then increase the 
Fire, till it be perfectly citrinated, and still increase it, that it may be Rubifyed 
in the form and color of Sanguis Draconis. 

Lastly, For a conclusion, we will add the Circulatum Majus of Isaacus, 
made of Sulphurs, which being most clear in the graduation, fixation, and 
volatilization of it, will help to illustrate those things which have perhaps 
remained more obscure in the antecedent, and make the Receipts in this Kind 
more clear. 


130. The Circulatum majus of Isaacus, 
made of Sulphur. 
Cap. 88.3 Oper. Мш.! 


Take Hungarian or Spanish Sulphur ten or twelve pounds, prepare it 
upon a Stone, with (Philosophical) Vinegar distilled, as Painters do their 
Colors, pour a good quantity of the (aforesaid) Vinegar upon it, put it in 
Balneo, stir it well with a Wooden Spatula, decocting it in a close Vessel in 
Balneo the space of six or eight days, stirring it three or four times a day, then 
let it cool and settle, filter the tinged Vinegar, pour on new, repeat this Work, 
till no more Vinegar will be tinged: Draw off all the tinged Vinegar in 
Balneo, that a Powder of a golden Color may remain at the bottom. This 
Powder prepare and extract with Vinegar, as before; filter the solution and 
draw it off, till at length it leaves no Feces behind it, then draw off the 
Vinegar, that the rest of the Matter may remain in the form of a Powder. Take 
of this Powder one part, of Salt prepared one part, of Roman Vitriol dried, 
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six parts, mix them all well, and sublime Бу degrees, first, with a weak Fire, 
secondly, stronger, lastly, most strong for the space of two days; sublime the 
sublimation mixed with its Feces three times, then casting away the Feces, 
sublime with new Species, and repeat the Work three times, then dissolve the 
Sublimation in the Dissolving Water for the red (of what Description soever 
in the Twentieth Kind) the Water being drawn off, sublime, pour on New 
Water and sublime, and that do three times: Then take seven parts of this 
Sublimation, one part of the Calx of Sol, and sublime: This sublimation being 
put into a Philosophical Egg, made of Gold (for one of glass would be of 
little use for this purpose, because it would become soft as wax) stop it well, 
and set it upon a Tripos the space of eighteen Weeks to be fixed, but the first 
six Weeks with a gentle Fire, the next six a stronger, the last most strong: 
These Eighteen Weeks being ended, take out the Matter (being fixed) reduce 
it to a Powder, to which being put in a dissolving Vessel, pour an equal 
quantity of our red burning Water (of the aforesaid Dissolving Water for the 
red) seal or stop the Vessel very well, let it dissolve and settle, then take it 
out, and distill it through an Alembic in Balneo with a very small Fire: It is 
necessary for the Receiver to be well luted, and the Alembic must have a pipe 
in the upper part, for it must be six times distilled, always with new Red 
Water, and your Matter will at length become thick as Honey, which distill in 
Sifted Ashes by degrees, and an Air will ascend like Water, then changing the 
Receiver, an Oil of a Golden Color will distill gilding the Alembic, as also 
the Receiver; let it continue in the same heat till the Alembic be of a Blood 
Color, then take away the Receiver; stop it suddenly, put another to, and 
increase the Fire for the space of twenty four hours, till the Vessel grows red 
hot, in which heat, let it continue twelve hours, and the Matter will ascend red 
as blood, and at last also a red fume: These Spirits no more appearing, let the 
Vessels cool, keep the Distillation, but the Feces reverberate, etc. 
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Out of Ше Receipts these things we observe. 


1. That these Menstruums, made of the graduated Vitriols of Metals, fixed in 
a close Vessel, have the like place amongst Mineral Menstruums, as the 
greater Circulatums of Paracelsus, have amongst the vegetable Menstruums. 
Dissolve the aforesaid Circulatums in any Acid Spirit, and you will presently 
make Menstruums of this Kind. 

2. That these Menstruums are Medicines, called Volatile Arcanums, 
dissolved in an Acid. 

3. That the graduated Vitriol of Venus, has some certain peculiar Privileges 
above the rest. 


1. Because in the Distillations of these Menstruums, it hath a Fixed 
Body, besides a Soul and Spirit, whereby the two aforesaid must be fixed into 
the Stone; but all the other Metals and Minerals being reduced into graduated 
Vitriols, have no Fixed Bodies, and are divided into two parts only, Spirit and 
Soul; but because the Adepts found it necessary to borrow some Fixed Body 
elsewhere for the fixing of these, they therefore more than often affirmed the 
possibility of making the Stone out of Vitriol alone, without any Addition, 
thus have we heard Isaacus in the antecedent Receipts saying: God hath 
vouchsafed such a blessing to Vitriol, that the Philosophers Stone may be 
made of it alone, without Addition, it translating all Metals into true Sol, but 
Ше Oil of it must be fixed with (its) Earth (or Body) but that is not so with 
Metals, for their Earth distills together through the Alembic. 

But who observes not here these Words, Without any Addition, to be 
meant of any Foreign Matter, and are so to be understood with some certain 
restriction? For this most red Oil of Vitriol, shining by night, and which must 
be fixed with its Salt into the Philosophers Stone, cannot in the least be 
produced from Vitriol alone, and that crude, being not graduated with 
Philosophical Menstruums. 

Moreover as the like Oil being distilled from Gold, and fixed in the 
purified, but not volatilized part of it, is called by Isaacus the Stone of Sol 
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alone; whereas notwithstanding, he used his Philosophical Vinegar to Ше 
making of it; so the Stone may be said to be made out of Vitriol alone, 
without Addition, though the same Vinegar was used in the preparation of it. 

Lastly, It is manifest by the Kinds of almost all Menstruums, that no 
Arid [text reads acid] (that is, dry and incombustible Matter) can be reduced 
into Oil, without an Oily Menstruum, because it must receive this unctuosity 
from the Unctuous Spirit of Philosophical Wine. 

2. Because it is of mean value, and so by the Adepts called the Stone, 
which God hath given us freely, This Work, saith Isaacus, you cannot enter 
upon with little Matter, you must have at least four or five Pounds of Matter 
(Gold or Silver) if otherwise, the Work will be insufficient. For it is not the 
Work of poor men, except the Stone given us by God freely, might happily 
be obtained; then other Charge is not necessary, more than Vessels, Coals, 
and Food, till we have prepared the Stone. And the two Stones, which God 
hath given us freely, for the White and Red Work, require but half the time, 
as the Matter which is to be taken for preparation sake, for before we come to 
Sublimation, the Stone given us freely, is already almost brought to fixation. 
Cap. 17. 1. Oper. Mineral, Pag. 313. Vol. 3. Theatrum Chemicum The same 
thing is affirmed by Basilius: saying, There is no moisture in Gold, unless it 
be reduced into (graduated) Vitriol, which would be a Work indeed of no 
Profit, but much Charge, because of the great quantity of Vitriol required to 
the making of the Philosophers Stone; and though there is in Vitriol the 
desired Spirit of Gold, of a white quality, and a Soul and Salt of a glorious 
Essence, but how many Countries, Estates and Riches, have been thus 
consumed, I will not reckon; but this Admonition I give my Disciples, to 
follow the shorter way of Nature, that they may not also fall into extreme and 
inextricable Poverty. If you intend therefore, he goes on, to make the 
Philosophers Stone out of the Vitriol of Sol, as many men indeed endeavor, 
consult with your Purse, and prepare Ten or Twelve pounds of this Vitriol, 
and then you will finish your Work, whereas Hungarian or other Vitriol 
would suffice. 
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3. Because it is our Gold full of the Tincture of common Gold, Green 
Vitriol, saith Ripley, being Stillicidium Veneris (or common Vitriol) is by 
many Philosophers called Roman Gold, because of the abundance of its 
Noble Tincture, which ought to be fermented with common Gold, Pag. 140 
Medulla Philos. For Vitriol, he goes on, is nothing else but Stillicidium Cupri 
(or droppings of Copper) in the Mines, wherein Copper is generated, as 
Bartholomeus (an English Monk and Philosopher) saith; and though it hath 
an admirable Tincture of redness, yet is that Tincture polluted with an 
unclean terrestreity, which is called its original blemish, which hinders Gold 
and Silver from being made of it. Therefore saith Raymund, let not the 
Terrestrial Virtues over power the Celestial Virtues (of the Sun and the rest of 
the Stars) and you will have a good thing in Vitriol. Pag. 303. Pupillae. 

Arnold to show the Golden Nature in common Vitriol to his Disciple, 
resolved to prove it by an Experiment, in Speculo Alchymiae, Pag. 605. Vol. 
4. Theatrum Chemicum. where thus by the way of Dialogue. Disciple, I 
wonder, good Master, that you commended Brass so much, I know not 
whether there be so great a secret in it, I thought it to be a leprous Body, 
because of that greenness which it hath in it: Wherefore I still admire what 
you said, that we ought to extract Argent vive (Menstruum) out of this Body. 
Master, Son ! You must know, that the Philosophers Brass is their Gold, and 
therefore saith Aristotle in his Book, Our Gold is not common Gold, because 
that greenness which is in that Body, is the whole Perfection of it, because 
that greenness is by our Magistry suddenly turned into most true Gold, as we 
know by experience, and if you have a mind to try, we will give you a Rule. 
Take Aes ustum''* well and perfectly rubifyed (common to be Sold in Shops) 
and let it drink seven times of the Oil Duenech (Spirit of Philosophical Wine) 
as much as it can drink, always assating and reducing (cohobating and 
calcining) then cause it to descend (melting this Vitriol being impregnated 
with the aforesaid Oil into a Regulus) for pure Gold settles as grains (of 
Kermes) red and pure; and you must know that so great a redness descends 
with it as to tinge some quantity of Silver of a most true Color, etc. 


nA [burnt copper or bronze] 
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To allege all, Ша! the Philosophers have said of Ше Golden Nature of 
Vitriol, would be to much, peruse Basilius alone, especially the fourth and 
fifth Chapter, De Rebus Naturalibus & Supernaturalibus, as also in the 
Elucidation of the 12 Keys, and you will find Vitriol more esteemed by him 
than any Gold, for his Doctrine is that the Tincture of the Vitriol of Venus 
and Mars, is far better than the Sulphur of Gold, not indeed in its Kind, for it 
is one and the same in all, but that this Tincture is in the Natural as well as 
Artificial Vitriol of Venus and Mars higher, and more noble in Color, more 
abundant in Quantity, of easier Separation from its Body, in Preparation, and 
of less Charge in the use, than the Tincture that is in Gold. 

4. Because it is Gold opened, not yet fused, and so of easier 
preparation. You have labored, saith Isaacus, a long time, before this Matter 
is made subtle and spiritual enough to be sublimed: But if you would procure 
the Stone, which God hath given us freely, there would be no need to prepare 
it so: But you might presently take it, reduce it to an impalpable Powder, and 
wash away the uncleanness of it with common Water, till the Matter came 
clear from it, then dry it again, and it would be ready for Sublimation, in 
which respect the Work would be shorter. Cap. 22. Pag. 317. Vol. 3. 
Theatrum Chemicum. To speak more plainly, saith Ripley, I affirm, that the 
more subtle a Body 15, of the easier Dissolution it is. And moreover you must 
know, that Dissolution ought to be performed by our Vegetable Menstruum, 
or some other Vegetable. And this Vegetable Mercury (Vegetable 
Menstruum) cannot penetrate a Body, so as to complete the dissolution of it, 
except the Body be first made spongy; but no Lead 15 so spongy, nor so 
subtle, as Red Lead or Minium (Vitriol calcined) and therefore if we would 
not be frustrated of our expectation, it is necessary for us to take Red Lead, 
that is, Antimony prepared, which is more spongy and subtle, than any other 
Lead. For the (Vegetable) Water will suddenly penetrate into it, and dissolve 
Ше most subtle parts of it. But now to declare further concerning the second 
Body, which is Roman Vitriol, you must know, that it is an easier thing to 
make the separation of the Elements in a thing complexioned, which was 
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never before forced into a hard and compact Substance Бу the violence of 
Fire, than to perform the same in a Substance forced into a hard Mass, or in a 
Metallic and Stoney Substance, wherein the Congalative Virtue is 
extinguished, and therefore in respect to the other is made Intractable, not 
being soft nor unctuous, and consequently less obedient to Solution and 
Separation; for Vitriol is nothing else but, etc. Pag. 301. Pupillae. 

4. That the Adepts in the more secret Chymy meant four things chiefly 
by the Stone. 

1. The Matter of the Menstruum or Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
of which God willing, in the Fifth Book. 

2. All Menstruums whatsoever, made with the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine. Examples enough you will find in the Receipts of 
Menstruums produced to you. 

3. Every Matter of the Philosophers Stone; so Gold and Silver are 
in many places called Stones, but by the Stones which God hath given us 
freely Isaacus meant Vitriol for the Red, and Alum for the White. Cap. 39.3. 
Oper. Miner. Pag. 67. He hath besides these two other Stones also made of 
Arsenick and Auripigment both graduated, of which see the Six former 
Chapters, I. Oper. and Cap. 112 and 113.2 Oper. Miner. But of these in their 
proper places. 

4. Every Alchymical Tincture, though not in the form of a Stone, 
but Oil. 

5. That Menstruums made of Vitriol or Venus are indeed better 
than the rest in point of Tinging but not Dissolving. 
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The Three and Twentieth KIND. 


Mineral Menstruums made of Mineral 
Menstruums compounded, and 
Metallic Bodies and other 

Tinging Things. 


131. The Oil of Mars and Venus of Basilius. 
Libro de Conclusion. Sect 1. Cap. 3. 


Take of Verdigris some Pounds, and with (Philosophical) Vinegar 
distilled make an Extraction, which is crystalized into a Noble Vitriol; out of 
which by a Retort is distilled a Red Oil, which dissolves Mars into Vitriol, 
out of which is the Red Oil extracted again in a long time, and with a strong 
Fire; and thus have you the Sulphur of Mars and Venus together: with this 
Oil is Luna graduated, and a good part of Sol and Luna together, and 
putrified in this Oil eight days and nights, is changed into good Gold. Praise 
be God. 


Annotations. 


Though every Mineral Menstruum is able enough to dissolve any Body 
whatsoever, yet the Adepts thought good to acuate them yet more, by the 
addition of Metallic Bodies, that they might the better dissolve and tinge their 
Dissolutions. In the present Receipt Basilius dissolves Mars in the Spirit of 
Venus, described before in Numb. 113. reduceth it into Vitriol, and at last 
distills it into a Compounded Oil. Sect. 2. Cap. 4. This Menstruum he calls 
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Oil of the Salt of Mars: Now, saith he, I have taught you how to extract a 
clear Vitriol out of Venus, and to distill its Red Oil; this Oil dissolves Mars 
into Vitriol, and being yet once distilled strongly by a Retort, you will havea 
Noble Tinging Oil, or Salt of Mars, which is a Subject that pays Tribute to 
the King, and enricheth him. This Oil dissolves the Purple Spiritual Gold, and 
brings it over the Helm, etc. The Process of this Oil of the Salt of Mars, etc. 
being by its brevity too obscure, will be not a little illustrated by the 
following Spirit of Mercury. 


132. The Spirit of Universal Mercury made of 
Vitriol of Basilius. 
Labore 2. Libri Revelat. 


Take Common Copper, make Verdigris of it after the common way, 
grind it, pour to it a good quantity of Distilled Vinegar (Philosophical, or 
Vinegar mixed with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine) stir it well, and the 
Verdigris will be dissolved, let the Feces settle, and the Solution will be very 
pure, clear and green: Draw off the Vinegar in a Cucurbit to thickness, and in 
a cold place a weighty Vitriol graduated to the highest degree will be 
crystalized, which again dissolve in hot Water, evaporate the Water till it be 
thick; put it again in a cold place, and the Vitriol will again be coagulated: 
which solution and coagulation must be three times repeated, and the 
purification of the Vitriol will be perfect: Let the Phlegm evaporate from this 
Vitriol in a Calcining Pot, and calcine it till it begins to be red, that is enough. 
Then take pure Flints, calcine, and being red hot, quench them in Distilled 
Vinegar, repeat some certain times, till they be well calcined: Then again 
calcine, and when they are a little cool, pour to them (Philosophical) Vinegar 
made hot, and let them be gradually dried. Of these little Stones thus 
prepared, take one part, of the Vitriol now calcined two parts, grind and mix, 
put the Matter in a Earthen Retort, that will not suck up the Spirits, or in a 
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Glass Retort well luted, put a large Receiver to it, and Ше Vessel being well 
luted, kindle a Fire by degrees the space of 24 hours, then give a stronger Fire 
24 hours more, and the Green Spirits will come over White, and the Fire 
being thus continued Red drops at last: Keep this violent Fire, till all the 
Spirits and Drops are gone over, then put the Distillation in a Cucurbit, and 
the Vessel being very close, rectify it in Balneo with a most gentle Fire, and 
the Phlegm will ascend, but in the bottom of the Cucurbit will remain the Oil 
of Vitriol red and ponderous. This Work being finished, Take pure Fillings of 
Iron, put them in a Cucurbit, pour to them the said Oil of Vitriol, so as to 
swim above them, add so much distilled Rain Water, till you see that the Oil 
dissolves the Iron; then draw off the Phlegm by Distillation, and let the 
remainder crystallize in a cold place into pure Vitriol, and thus are Mars and 
Venus joined together: This Vitriol calcine it under a Tile, and stir it with an 
Iron Hook into a fine reddish Powder: This Powder put into a Glass Retort, 
well luted, and the Vessels being very close, distill by degrees of Fire, as you 
distilled the Oil aforesaid, and first you will have a White Spirit, which is the 
Philosophers Mercury, then a Red Spirit, which is the Philosophers Sulphur, 
an incombustible Oil compounded of both the Tinctures of Venus and Mars 
never to be separated, and this is the Blood of the Green and Red Lyon, with 
which the King their Father ought to be nourished, draw off the Phlegms 
from this Oil in Balneo, and it is prepared for Gold to be tinged with it. Take 
the Caput Mortuum, which 15 a beautiful Crimson Color, grind it to a most 
fine Powder, put it in a Glass, pour (Philosophical) Vinegar distilled to it, 
digest three days in a gentle heat, to extract the Salt, wherein lye the 
Treasures of the whole World, without which Salt, all labor would be in vain; 
draw off the Vinegar in Ashes, and the Salt will remain in the Glass, to 
which, pour the aforesaid Oil (of Venus and Mars) in a Glass Retort, and the 
Salt will be presently dissolved, and then distill with the same violence, as 
before, and the Oil will carry its own Spirit of Salt over with it, which rectify 
once in Balneo, and it will be ten times stronger than before, and you have 


(349) 


the incombustible Oil of Mercury, Sulphur and Salt, issuing out of one root 
prepared; this Oil is the true first Matter of Metals, and the true root from 
which Gold is generated. 

This Spirit of Mercury, ye searchers of Nature, has been to my 
knowledge, detrimental to many unwary men, seeking after it either too 
inconsiderately, or arrogantly, which to prevent for the future, I will 
somewhat more clearly manifest the Nature, Qualities, and Original of it. 
Common Verdigris reduced into Vitriol by Vinegar, then distilled three times 
dissolved in common Water, and coagulated, must be calcined to redness in 
an open Vessel, that the superfluous Phlegm may be drawn away, and made 
fitter for the ensuing Distillation. But whoever calcined Verdigris purified, in 
Apothecaries Shops, called the flowers of Verdigris, to redness, without the 
diminution of its Virtues? Who I say has distilled a most Red Oil out of this 
calcined Powder? Verdigris therefore must be dissolved not in common, but 
Philosophical Vinegar, in order to be not only purified, but reduced also into 
Vitriol, graduated to the highest. In the 20th Kind, Basilius distills the same 
Red Oil of Venus, ponderous as Lead or Gold, thick as Blood, and ofa fiery 
quality; that is, of extreme acidity, out of Roman Vitriol being highly 
graduated, that is, either macerated, or thoroughly dissolved in the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine. In the 21st Kind, We took Notice, that the same Vitriol 
of Copper or Verdigris being purified with common Vinegar, was reduced 
into a graduated Vitriol, not indeed by the Spirit of Philosophical Wine alone, 
but with the juice of Sour Grapes, that is, mixed with common Vinegar, or 
some other stronger Acid, and then distilled into the Oil of Venus. If Metals, 
Minerals, and all other Arids dissolved in acids, and reduced into Vitriols, be 
so graduated with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine or Philosophical Vinegar 
that the desired Oils may be drawn from them, the reason why Vitriols alone 
made of Copper, should be deprived of the said Privilege, cannot easily be 
apprehended: It matters not whether Vitriol be graduated according to the 
prescription of the present Receipt, for the same Spirit and Oil is produced 
either way. 
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Now this ОП of Venus being made, and diluted in common Water, Iron 
is reduced into graduated Vitriol, which must like the Vitriol of Venus be 
also calcined into a Red Color, and then distilled into a White Spirit and Red 
Oil. The Method of this Process is, in Libro particul. in particulari Martis, 
thus: Take off the Red Oil of Vitriol one part, of Spring water two parts, mix, 
wherein dissolve the Filings of Steel, filter the Solution warm, then evaporate 
it gently to the consumption of a third part, and ina cold place you shall find 
Crystals sweet as Sugar, the true (that is graduated) Vitriol of Mars, from 
which decant the Solution, then draw it off a little, and in a cold place you 
will have New Crystals, which gently calcine under a Tile, stirring them 
continually with an Iron Spatula, into a Powder of a Purple Color, to which 
pour (Philosophical) distilled Vinegar; extract the Soul (Tincture or Essence) 
of Mars, draw off the Vinegar, and edulcorate the Soul: This is that Soul of 
Mars, which being dissolved in the Spirit of Mercury, and united with the 
Soul of Sol, tingeth Luna into Sol. 

But of these below, the Vitriol of Mars being graduated and calcinated 
into a Purple Powder in our Receipt, is without the extraction of its Soul 
distilled into the Philosophers Mercury, and Philosophical Sulphur, the true 
Oil of Mars and Venus, the Menstruum next fore-going in Numb. 131. Out of 
which, to make the present Spirit of Mercury, the Salt must be extracted out 
of the Caput mortuum, with Philosophical Vinegar, which Salt being mixed 
with the Oil of Mars and Venus, and distilled together through an Alembic, is 
called the first Matter of Metals. 

Basilius sometimes used the Salt and Sulphur of Sol, instead of the said 
Salt extracted out of the Caput mortuum. Thus, 
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133. The Oil of Mars and Venus, acuated with 
the Sulphur and Salt of Sol of Basilius. 
In Supplemento 


Take of the Purple Colored Gold (the Crocus of Sol, des Konings 
Purpur Mantel) half an ounce, of the Philosophers Oil of Mercury (the Oil of 
Mars and Venus) one ounce and half, dissolve, to which add of the Salt of Sol 
two drachms; all being resolved into an Oil, rectified it by a Retort, that it 
may be clear and pellucid. 

For the Spirit of Universal Mercury, Basilius took Copper dissolved in 
Philosophical Vinegar, and crystalized into graduated Vitriol, and with gentle 
calcination, reduced it into the true Crocus, or Red Powder of Venus: But the 
Iron he dissolved in the Oil of Venus (distilled out of the said Crocus of 
Venus) crystalized and calcined into the Crocus of Mars. For the present 
Menstruum he requireth Gold dissolved in Balneo Regis (described in Numb. 
89.) and reduced into a volatile graduated Vitriol, which then being dissolved 
in Distilled Water, he precipitates with three times as much of Argent Vive, 
out of the Menstruum but the amalgam from thence produced, he gently 
calcines under a Tile, into a Purple Powder or Crocus; as to the making of 
which here only by the by, but in the following second and third Books, we 
shall treat more fully of it. The way of making the Salt of Sol, he has thus in 
Libro particul. in particulari Solis, described: Take the White Body of Sol left 
in the extracting of its Soul, (the Essence extracted out of the Crocus of Sol, 
with the sweet Spirit of Salt described in Numb. 28.) reverberate it gently for 
half an hour, that it may be made corporal, then pour to it the Corrosive 
Water of Honey well rectified, which in a gentle heat will extract the Salt in 
the space of ten days: All the Salt being extracted, draw off the Menstruum 
from it in Balneo, edulcorate the Salt, by repeated Cohobations in common 
Distilled Water; and lastly, Clarify it with the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine, 
and you will have the Salt of Gold. 
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Concerning this Water of Honey, Basilius in Curra triumphali 
Antimonii, Pag. 77 thus: Out of sweet Honey may be made the strongest 
Corrosive and Poison, which is to most men a thing incredible. The same 
affirms Paracelsus, saying: The like is to be understood in Honey, which by 
its elevations is made much sharper than any Aqua Fortis and Corrosive, and 
more penetrative than any Sublimate; such a property of sharpness it hath not 
Naturally, but by elevation, which changeth this Honey into a Corrosive. 
Libro 5. Archidoxies Pag. 18.''° and elsewhere, Cap. 14. de Morbis Tartar. 
Pag. 319. Honey of itself is innocent, but in the third elevation becomes 
mortal. 

The way of making this Water is not indeed in the Writings, which we 
have either of Basilius or Paracelsus; yet easily will a diligent Disciple learn 
the same, by the Principles of his Art, for either the Coelum Mellifluum of 
Parisinus must be dissolved in distilled Vinegar, or some stronger acid, or 
crude Honey cohobated in Philosophical Vinegar, that is, common, mixed 
with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and the Process will be shorter and 
better. But this Salt of Gold may be also made without the said Water of 
Honey, provided the Menstruum be so corrosive as to dissolve the remaining 
Body of the Gold, thus in Labore tertio Revelat. he reverberates the Caput 
mortuum of Gold, the space of three days, then calcines it with an equal 
weight of the Salt of Tartar, which he washeth off with Distilled Water, and 
extracts the Salt out of the dried Powder with Vinegar, which drawing off the 
Vinegar, he clarifies with the Spirit of Wine, that is, he dissolves, filters, 
draws off, and crystalizes it into the true Salt of Sol. In another place, he 
extracts the Salt of Gold by the Spirit of Universal Mercury, as in 
Elucidatione 12. Clavium, where he affirms, that the Philosophers Stone 
cannot be coagulated or fixed without this Salt; and that he hath taught the 
way of making it in the fourth Key. By the Philosophers Oil of Mercury, he 
means the Oil of Mars and Venus, not yet reduced into the Spirit of Universal 
Mercury, or acuated with its own Salt, and the more fixed part indeed of this 
Menstruum, which he calls the Philosophers Sulphur, not the more volatile 
part, which is called the Philosophers Mercury: With this 
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Sulphur he dissolves Ше Soul ог Crocus of Sol, and converts it into potable 
Gold. Libro de supernaturali Medicina. Yet sometimes he would have us take 
the same Oil of Mercury for the Oil of Roman Vitriol, the Menstruum 
described in Numb. 98. So in Libro de particular. in particulari Solis, he 
reduceth the white Body of the King (Gold, left in the extraction of the Soul 
or Crocus of Sol) with Philosophical Sulphur, which is the second Principle 
in order, and the Spirit of Mercury (a little before called the White Spirit of 
Vitriol) into pure and malleable Gold, as it was before, not in the least 
defective in color and virtue. 

Sometimes he acuates the Spirit of Universal Mercury, with the 
Sulphur and Salt of other Metals: Thus, 


134. The Spirit of Universal Mercury acuated with 
the Sulphur and Salt of Luna of Basilius. 


Libr. partic. in particul. Lunae. 


The Sulphur of Luna being extracted and edulcorated, dry the 
remainder of the Calx of Luna, to which pour the same Corrosive Water of 
Honey, that you used for the Salt of Sol, digest gently the space of four or 
five days, that the Salt of the Luna may be extracted, which you will know by 
Ше Whiteness of the Menstruum. АП Ше Salt being extracted, draw off the 
Water of Honey, edulcorate the Salt, distilling and clarifying it with the Spirit 
of (Philosophical) Wine. The remainder left in extracting the Salt of the Luna 
edulcorate, and dry, then pour the Spirit of Tartar to it, digest fifteen days, 
and proceed as with the Gold, and you will have the Mercury of Luna (of 
which in the Second Book, for here we use it not.) The said Salt of Luna hath 
excellent Virtues for the Body of Man, of which I shall treat in a place more 
convenient. In the mean time the efficacy of the Salt and Sulphur of Luna you 
will learn by the Process following. Take the Lazurine Sulphur of Luna, 
dissolved in the Spirit of (Philosophical) Wine (rectified) and coagulated, put 
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it in a Cucurbit, pour to it double Ше quantity of the Spirit of Mercury made 
of the White Spirit of Vitriol: In like manner take the Salt of Luna extracted 
and clarified, which mix with three times the quantity of the Spirit of 
Mercury, lute both the Glasses, and digest gently in Balneo the space of eight 
days and nights; have a care that none of the Sulphur and Salt be lost, but let 
them be in the same quantity as they were separated from the Silver. 
Putrefaction being ended, mix both Dissolutions and distill, etc. 

He sometimes acuated this Spirit without Metallic Salt, and Sulphurs 
only thus: 


135. The Spirit of Universal Mercury acuated with 
the Sulphur of Sol and Luna of Basilius. 


Libro particul. in particul. Lunae. 


Take of the Sulphur of Luna one part, of the Sulphur of Sol half a part, 
of the Spirit of Mercury six parts, join them together, lute well, digest in a 
gentle heat, and a Liquor will come over of a Red Color, distill through an 
Alembic, so as nothing to remain. 

This Spirit of Mercury he fermented not only with the Sulphurs of the 
perfect Bodies, but sometimes added to them withal the Sulphur of some 
imperfect Metal, as Mars, thus: 


136. The Spirit of Universal Mercury acuated with 
the Sulphur of Sol and Mars of Basilius. 


Libro partic. in partic. Solis. 


Take of the Sulphur of Sol and of the Sulphur of Mars, equal parts of 
each, of the Spirit of Mercury the height of two Fingers above them, that the 
Matter may be well dissolved into a Golden Water of a Ruby Color, being 
mixed, distill through an Alembic, that they may become one, as they were at 
first from one Stem, keep it well, that nothing may evaporate. 
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Besides Ше Sulphur of Mars he sometimes added also Ше Sulphur of 
Antimony, thus: 


137. The Spirit of Universal Mercury acuated with 
the Sulphurs of Sol, Mars, and Antimony 
of Basilius. 


Libro partic. in particul. Апитопи. 


Take of the Sulphur of Antimony two parts, of the Sulphur of Sol one 
part, mix. Take of the Sulphur of Mars three parts, of the Spirit of Mercury 
six parts, being well luted digest, that the Sulphur of Mars may be wholly 
dissolved; then cast in a fourth part of the Sulphur of Antimony and Sol, lute 
again, and digest till they be all dissolved, then add another fourth part of 
Antimony and Sol, repeating the Work, as before, till all be perfectly mixed, 
and the Matter made like a thick Red Oil, distill the whole through an 
Alembic. 

Sometimes he fermented this Spirit after an unusual way, namely, 
without the Sulphur of any perfect Metal, but mere imperfect only, thus: 


138. The Spirit of Universal Mercury acuated with 
the Sulphur of Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn 

of Basilius. 

Libro partic. in partic. Mercurii Vivi. 


Take of the Soul of Mars two Ounces, of the Soul of Saturn one Ounce, 
of the Soul of Jupiter one Ounce, dissolve them in six Ounces of the Spirit of 
Mercury, being well dissolved, distill them through an Alembic without any 
Sediment into a Golden Water like to the transparent Dissolutions of Gold. 
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Though these Menstruums of Basilius may well deserve Ше first place 
among the Dissolvents of the Adepts, yet some of the Adepts made 
Menstruums not much inferior to them. Isaacus Hollandus not only the better 
to dissolve Bodies, but tinge them also deeper, made his Menstruums of 
Tinging Menstruums, and common Mercury, but being satiated with the 
Tinctures (Souls, Sulphurs, etc.) of Tinging Things. Thus made he the 
Menstruum called, 


139. A Compounded Mercurial Water for the 
Red Work of Isaacus. 
Cap. 43.3 Oper. Miner.''® 


Take Argent Vive purged with Salt and Vinegar, which sublime with 
an equal quantity of Aes ustum, Crocus of Mars, Crocus of Venus, and Lapis 
Haematites; of Roman Vitriol the weight of all, and a little Salt, and repeat 
the Sublimation seven times, every time with new Species, and the Mercury 
will be sublimated for the Red. Take of Aes ustum, Cinnabar, Crocus of 
Mars, Venus, Lapis Haematites, Antimony, equal parts of each; of Roman 
Vitriol the weight of all, mix, and reduce to a fine Powder, to which pour of 
Aqua Vitae completely rectified (Spirit of Philosophical Wine) the height of 
two hands breadth, digest in Balneo three days, stirring the Matter daily, then 
draw off the Aqua Vitae with a gentle Fire, then increase the Fire gradually; 
lastly, force with a most strong Fire for the space of Twelve hours, that all the 
Spirits may ascend: This Work must be three times repeated with new 
Matters continually. Take of this Water one Pound, of Argent Vive sublimed 
for the red as much as sufficeth, or you can dissolve, distill, and reserve. 

Besides Mercury he sometimes added also Sulphur and Sal Armoniack 
sublimed for the red, thus: 
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140. The Philosophers Water made of Three Spirits 
of Isaacus. 
Сар 10. 3. Oper. Min.""” 


Take of Roman Vitriol six parts, of Lapis Haematites, Crocus of Mars, 
of Venus, Cinnabar, Aes ustum, Mineral Antimony, of each one part, dry 
well and mix, put the Matter in a Retort, and pour to it of Aqua Vitae 
rectified (Spirit of Philosophical Wine) four Pounds, distill, and cohobate 
three times, with the Caput Mortuum pulverized: Divide the Water into two 
parts, whereof save one, in the other dissolve one Ounce of Sal armoniack, 
sublimed to redness, in Balneo, which being dissolved, dissolve one Ounce of 
Sulphur prepared; lastly also put in an Ounce of Mercury sublimed for the 
Red Work: These three being dissolved in the Dissolving Water made of 
Aqua Vitae, you have a Water, which is deservedly called the Philosophers 
Water, by reason of its admirable and secret Virtues, the Miracles of which 
must not be described, because not convenient for certain reasons, etc. 

The Preparation of Sulphur, Take of Sulphur Vivum 12 Pounds, to 
which being pulverized, pour distilled (Philosophical) Vinegar, let them boil 
gently in Balneo, the Vessel being very close the space of three days; decant 
the Vinegar being now tinged warily; to the residue, pour New Vinegar, 
digest and decant, and so often repeat, till no more Vinegar will be tinged: 
The tinged Matter distill gently in Balneo, to the remainder of a fourth part; 
from the residue, you will in the space of three or four days in a cold Cellar 
receive Crystals (the graduated Vitriol of Sulphur) like Niter, clear as Amber, 
and of the color of Gold: The remaining Vinegar evaporate into a Golden 
Powder, then dissolve the Crystals and Powder in the aforesaid Vinegar, and 
Crystallize, and that so oft, till the Sulphur leaves no Feces behind it. This is 
a great Alchymical Secret for the Purging of Sulphur. The Preparation of 
Mercury, Take of Roman Vitriol (by which the Adepts do more than often 
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mean that which is graduated) six or eight Pounds, of common Salt two 
Pounds, mix them together with three Pounds of Mercury, purged with Salt 
and Vinegar, sublime the Mercury, and that repeat three times always with 
new Species, keep the Mercury. 

The Preparation of Salarmoniack, Take of Salarmoniack three Pounds, 
sublime it thrice with Roman Vitriol, and Lapis haematites, with New 
Matters every time. 

Though these Menstruums of Isaacus are not so much esteemed, as 
those before of Basilius, as to the Excellency of Preparation, yet are they of 
no less but the same Virtue with those, as to the quality of tinging, so they are 
made of the same Sulphurs, Crocuses, and Essences of Mars, Venus, Sulphur, 
etc. as the compounded Mineral Menstruums of Basilius were made of. Lully 
acuates the same Menstruums with Metallic Essences, not indeed already 
made, but to be made in the preparation of the Menstruum, thus with the 
Stinking Menstruum, acuated with Vegetable Salharmoniack, he makes the 
Essence of Luna, which being mixed with the said Menstruum, becomes a 
Menstruum of this Kind, and is called. 


141. The Compounded Water of Silver of Lully. 
Cap. 10. Practicae Testamenti majoris. Pag. 161. 
Vol. 4 Theatrum Сһетісит '* 


In the Power of A (God) take one Ounce of F (clear Luna, Pag. 171) 
well purged and refined: And that Silver being well purged and refined: And 
that Silver being well beaten (extended with a Hammer) into Leaves, cut 
them into small pieces, short and slender, then divide them into two equal 
parts, and take two dissolving Glasses, the Form and Measure of which, you 
will see in the Chapter of Vessels; and in one of these two, put one Ounce 
and a half of E (Menstrual Pag. 171. alleged by us before, in Numb. 67.) I 
mean the eighth part of the whole Menstrual, then put in presently one part of 
F, and be careful immediately to stop the Mouth of the Vessel with its Cover, 
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and lute Ше joint well, with Ше luting aforesaid (in Ше Preparations of the 
said Menstrual) or with clear and pure Wax; which done, put it in Balneo 
Maria hot for three days, that God may give you a happy day. Then take F 
(the Dissolution of the Silver) and strain (decant) the Water into another clean 
Glass Vessel, and incline the Vessel well and warily, that the Earth of F may 
not be strained with the Water, nor the Water troubled, and stop the said Phial 
wherein you put the Water of that F, and keep it apart. Then upon the 
Dissolving Vessel of that F, which ought to be dissolved (the other part of 
Silver to be distilled into a Menstruum) put its Alembic, which must be close 
and discreetly joined with the luting aforesaid; then place it upon Sifted 
Ashes, and setting it on a Furnace, kindle your Fire and distill, put the Liquor 
in a Glass Phial, and make a Fire of Saw dust, and when the Liquor is in a 
manner all distilled, strengthen the Fire a little with Coals, according to that 
which is used for the exact calcining of an Earth, but keep it from too much 
heat, for we have seen it done by the heat of the Sun; understand this well, 
unless you would be made a fool, give this heat continually for eleven hours, 
then stop the Furnace, and go to sleep, and in the Morning take your 
Calcinatory (which 15 so called because of the property of its operation) and 
put in the Menstrual often mentioned, wherein G (our Mercurial Pag. 171 or 
Vegetable Sal armoniack) was dissolved (see the Menstruum below in Numb. 
147) and you will see it operate, and the fume ascend, and the Metal calcined 
with Liquefaction, but stop it better than before with its own stopple, which 
goes in (to the said Calcinatory) and have a care of putting it into any other 
heat, till it hath operated by its own Virtue, and when it hath wrought and it is 
quiet, lute the joint well with common Wax, and being so luted, put it in a hot 
Balneo Maria three Natural days, as you did elsewhere, because it is so 
expedient. Then distill the Water, and calcine the Earth (remaining in the 
bottom) as aforesaid, and repeat so oft till all the Earth is dissolved by this 
Method in the Form of a Liquor, and the Dissolved Limus, or Oil by Art 
dissolved, which is the Substance of a Body depurated by Water, and carried 
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by the Water of Ше Wind always keep apart, and when it is all dissolved (and 
distilled) join them together, then putrefy six weeks (to be circulated) ina 
temperate heat, where the Vessel must be very well luted with its Cover, and 
so ought the Figure of I to be done (the composition, or compounded Water 
of Luna, Pag. 171. of the same Volume. 

The same way sometimes he prepares the Essence of Gold with the 
Stinking Lunar Menstruum, by addition of which, he makes the same 
Menstruum more acute, that is more noble. 


142. The Stinking Lunar Menstruum acuated with 
the Essence of Sol of Lully. 


In Experimento 30. 


Take the aforesaid Water, wherein you have the Soul of Luna 
(described in Numb. 121.) and dissolve in it two Ounces or one and a half of 
the fixed Salt of Urine, as you have it in its Experiment (the sixth, but 
produced by us in Numb. 30) which being dissolved, dissolve one Ounce of 
Gold in that Water, putrefy eight days, then separate the Water by Balneo, 
and the Body will remain in the Vessel like melted honey, upon which Matter 
pour back so much of the Distilled Water, as to swim two fingers above it, 
cover the Vessel with its Antenotorium, and putrefy in Balneo the space of 24 
hours, then put on an Alembic with a Receiver, lute the joints well, distill in 
Ashes; lastly, increase the fire extremely, and that which comes over, keep 
very close, for it is the animated Spirit, or Soul of the Gold. 


(361) 


From Ше Receipts we observe. 


1. That the Menstruums of this Kind are more noble than those of the 
20th and 21st Kind; there the Essences or Magisteries of Metals were 
dissolved in Simple Mineral Menstruums, but here in the same compounded. 

2. That these Menstruums differ not from the Menstruums of the Tenth 
Kind, but in the addition of Acidity; dissolve a Menstruum of the said Kind in 
what Acid you will, and it will be forthwith transformed into a Menstruum of 
this Kind. 

3. That these Menstruums are by Digestion made sweet again and 
Vegetable as before. 

4. That these Menstruums are not satiated, but by their Dissolutions 
augmented, as well in quantity as quality in infinitum. 

5. That the Spirit of Universal Mercury, or first Matter of Metals of 
Basilius is by him also called Mercury duplicated, wherein the Kings Mantle 
is to be dissolved. Sect. 1. Cap. de Sulphure Mercurii, Sect. 2. de Vitriolo 
Phil. and Sect. 2. Cap. 4. de Vitriolo Veneris. In another place, the Sulphur of 
Mars and Venus duplicated. Sect. 1. Cap. 3. de dupl. Martis & Veneris. In 
another place the Soul of Mars and Venus, as in Particul. Veneris. 

6. That this duplicated Mercury is made much better by adding the 
Kings Mantle, the Crocus of Sol, Luna, and other Metals. That the 
Menstruums of almost all Kinds are promiscuously called Philosophers 
Mercuries, but of these more copiously and more exactly in the Third Book. 

7. That the Spirit of Universal Mercury of Basilius, is the same with the 
Magisteries of Mars and Venus, made after the Mineral way; dissolve the 
Magisteries of Mars and Venus in the common Spirit of Vitriol, and by this 
simple Dissolution, you will make the same Spirit of Universal Mercury. 
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8. That as Mars and Venus, so also Jupiter and Saturn, and the rest of 
the Metals, may be made into the said first Matters, that is, of the same 
Virtues with the first Matter of Mars and Venus, as to the faculty of 
dissolving: But Mars and Venus are preferred for the excellency and 
exuberance of their Tinctures. 
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The Four and Twentieth KIND. 


Mineral Menstruums compounded of 
Vegetable and Mineral Menstruums 
mixed together. 


143. The Vegetable Fire dissolved in the Calcinative 
Water of Lully. 
Pag. 363. Magia Naturalis 


Take of the Vegetable Water acuated (the Metallic Soul of Lully, 
described in Numb. 5) one Ounce, put it in a Phial with a long Neck, into 
which you poured three Ounces of the Calcinative Water ( the Mineral 
Menstruum described in Numb. 68) and suddenly cover the Phial with its 
Cover, luted close with Wax, then place it well in a Balneo, the space of two 
Natural days, and in that time, the whole Vegetable will be converted into 
Clear Water. 


Animadversions. 


The Adepts acuated the Spirit of Philosophical Wine divers ways, and 
reduced it into several as well Vegetable as Mineral Menstruums in the 
antecedent Kinds. Now in this 24th and last Kind of Menstruums, they mix 
not either common Oily or And, or Acid Matters, with the Unctuous Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, as they did in the aforesaid Compositions of 
Menstruums, but join Vegetable and Mineral Menstruums, already perfected 
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together, in order to make Menstruums of this Kind. The like Menstruum 
almost is made by Lully and called 


144. The Vegetable Heaven dissolved in a Mineral 
Menstruum of Lully. 
Pag. 59 Testam. Novissimi. 


Take of the Stinking Menstruum (described in Numb. 99) one Pound, 
or half a Pound, which will be enough, of Aqua Vitae most perfectly rectified 
(Philosophical, described in Numb 30) and acuate with the sublimed Salt of 
Tartar (in Numb 17) or Wine: Hold the Vessel in your hands, and do not put 
it on the ground or any other place, till the fury (of the ebullition) is over, and 
it is a mixture of a Vegetable with a Mineral; seal 1 with Wax, and let it stand 
a day, then put it two days in Balneo, and distill in Ashes, and you will have a 
limpid, clarified and ponderous Water; then put it in a Circulating Vessel 
very well sealed, the space of sixteen days in Balneo conveniently, till you 
return, and see the Water well united, and at the bottom of the Vessel, in the 
form of a Crystalline Salt, keep it. 

The same Menstruum but of different weight he made elsewhere, he 
added half a part of the Vegetable Menstruum to one part of the Stinking 
Menstruum in the antecedent, but in the following Menstruum he takes more 
of the Vegetable than Mineral Menstruum. 


145. Ice compounded of Vegetable and Mineral 
Menstruums of Lully. 
Pag. 68. Testam. Noviss. 


Take of the Mineral G, or Stinking Menstruum, three Ounces, and of 
Aqua Vitae rectified and acuated with Salt of Tartar four Ounces; put them 
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together in a Glass and distill nine times in Balneo, and in that time it will be 
all converted into one, as Ice. 
Ripley mixed vegetable and mineral Menstruums thus: 


146. The Aqua Mirabilis of Ripley. 
Pag. 212 Philorcii. 


Take the Tartar calcined white as Snow, grind it upon a Marble, and 
incerate it with Aqua Vitae fortified with its Species, as is premised (with the 
Menstruum described in Numb. 8) till it be as thin paste; then put it in a 
Circulating Vessel, and circulate the Water, till it is wholly dried up in the 
Tartar; repeat the same Work, and so continue, till it hath drank off the Water 
double its part and quantity in weight, which done, grind the Tartar and lay it 
upon a Stone, or hang it in a Linen Bag, and put a Glass under to receive the 
droppings of it, and this must be done in a place underground, till all the 
Tartar is distilled into clear Water; out of which, after Distillation and 
Coagulation, is made a wonderful Salt of Nature, which the Philosophers call 
Salt peter, an incombustible Sulphur (properly the volatile Salt of Tartar) 
which fixeth any Argent Vive: But to have perfect Aqua Vitae (the requisite 
for this Work) put (Philosophical) Wine in a Circulatory for a hundred days, 
to be circulated with its Species, and then extract Aqua Vitae out of it (the 
Menstruum in Numb. 23) because if you put to it as much Salharmoniack 
sublimed as Tartar, one drop of it, after it is perfected, suddenly kills a 
Cancer in the Flesh of Man, and if it be dropped upon ones hand, penetrates 
it, and dissolves every Body. Without this Water we profit little in this Art, 
and he that has this Water, will not in the least doubt of completing the Art: 
But this Water is made twice as strong, if an equal quantity of the Mineral 
Spirit, which is the Philosophers acute Water (the Green Lyon of Ripley in 
Numb. 59) be added to it, and then circulated upon the Tartar, and upon the 
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ба! harmoniack to spissity, and then dissolved into Water; which if done, this 
Water will be of greater value than any Gold, and one of the wonderful things 
of this World. 

Sometimes they mixed Vegetable Salharmoniack, instead of Vegetable 
Menstruum, with Mineral Menstruums. Thus, 


147. The Stinking Menstruum acuated with the 
Salharmoniack of Lully. 


Take of the vegetable G. (Vegetable Mercury or Salharmoniack) one 
Ounce, put it in the Phial with a long neck, wherein you put three Ounces of 
E before (the Stinking Menstruum in Numb. 67) and presently stop it with its 
stopple, sealed with common Wax, that nothing may respire, then distill in a 
hot Balneo, the space of three Natural days, into a clear dissolved Water. 

As they added Salharmoniack to simple Mineral Menstruums, so also 
to the same compounded. 


148. The Stinking Lunar Menstruum, acuated 
with Vegetable Salharmoniack of Lully. 

Cap. 14. Practicae Test. Major. Pag. 163. 
Vol. 4. Theatrum Chemicum 


In the power of A (God) take one Ounce of the Compounded Water of 
Silver (described in Numb. 141) distilled through an Alembic, and put to it 
one Ounce of the vegetable G. (Mercury or Salharmoniack) dissolve, etc. 

Basilius mixed these Menstruums thus. 
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149. The Spirit of Mercury mixed with Vitriol 
and the Fiery Spirit of Wine 

of Basilius. 

Labore 3. Libri Revelat. 


Take of this Oil (the first Matter of Metals made out of Venus and 
Mars, or Spirit of Universal Mercury described in Numb. 132) eight Ounces, 
of the Spirit of Wine rectified to the highest (the Menstruum described in 
Numb. 19) five Ounces, distill by a Glass Retort, and that three times, always 
with New Spirit, so as that fifteen Ounces of the fiery Spirit of Wine may be 
joined to the eight Ounces of Oil. 

Paracelsus made the following mixed Menstruum for the Arcanum 
Lapidis or Antimony. 


150. The mixed Menstruum of Paracelsus. 
Cap. 6. Lib. 10. Archidoxies Pag. 39.'”” 


Whoever desires to graduate his Metallic Heaven (Antimony) to the 
highest, and reduce it to an Action, must first extract the liquid primum Ens 
Celestial Fire, Quintessence of Mercury, (not of Sol; as it is ill read in the 
Latin) and the Metallic Acetum accerrimum (the Circulation majus of 
Paracelsus described in Numb. 51) out of its life, that is, the Arcanum of Salt 
(Salt circulated in Numb 27) and mix it with the Stomach of Anthion, that is, 
the Spirit of Vitriol (the Menstruum described in Numb 98) and in it (the 
mixed Menstruum) dissolve, digest, etc. the coagulated Mercury of Antimony 
(the Regulus of Antimony). 


Me [Waite Vol 2 pg 89] 
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From Ше Receipts we observe. 


1. That these Menstruums are the mixtures of divers Menstruums. 

2. And that they may be made of all Vegetable and Mineral 
Menstruums, being mixed together at the Artists pleasure. 

3. Yet that they are made the better, the more tinging the Menstruums 
were. 

4. That these Menstruums do by Digestion become sweet and pure 
Vegetable Menstruums. 
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EPILOGUE. 


These are the things, My friends! which I promised you; the 
Menstruums of Diana, hitherto by none but the Adepts described, declared, 
and rightly applied to Use, and are now by me so manifestly explained, and 
distributed into their Kinds, that they may be distinctly apprehended even by 
the meanest Chymists. There are indeed many more Menstruums remaining 
(for Diana has superfluity of Menstruums) which I have not showed you; but 
I thought these sufficient, as Examples to you: You, if you please, may 
collect more, and appropriate them to their Kinds: But if it be our duty to 
respect the common Good, I could wish you could communicate them to me 
some of the more rare Manuscripts or Impressions of the Adepts, if you have 
any in your Studies or Libraries, that they may be of service not only to you, 
but to all Mankind, or at least signifie their Names to me, that I may either 
buy, or by entreaty borrow them of you or others; especially you being 
already assured, that in Practical Books all Secrets depend upon the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, but that in the Theoretick, they are all most obscure, 
being figurative, and not in the least to be understood according to the Letter; 
which, if you keep longer in your Libraries, will be daily exposed to the 
thousand dangers, and at length, as nothing worth, being moldy and rotten, 
become the Aliment of Time, the Consumer of all things. 

In the mean time, despise not these Receipts of Menstruums offered to 
you, but rather read and peruse them, and every where endeavor to find out 
the Chymical Truth, but those which you do not either understand, or not 
esteem, cast away as trivial, for if one only Kind, or any one Receipt of a 
Kind out of your four and twenty, please you, it is sufficient; for we will 
easily prove that by that one, all the Secrets of the more Secret Chymy may 
be prepared. 

If also you are pleased to object against the Authority, yea, Honestly 
and Sincerity of this or that Adept, as Paracelsus, Lully, etc. you may leave 
him, and reject his Receipts, making choice of any other, in whom you may 
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have greater confidence, and we will prove all Ше rest by his Receipt: Learn 
therefore the ways of making these Menstruums, observe their Orders, 
Degrees, Matters, Methods of Making, the Virtues of Dissolving, Tinging, 
Multiplying themselves, etc. and you will acknowledge them to be the best 
Instruments of all the more Secret Chymy, as Keys, without which nothing, 
and with which all the Secrets of this Art are opened and unlocked. 

To make these Things, which we have declared in the former 
Discourse, of the Excellencies of the Menstruums, more easy to you, I will 
here contract into a Breviary, and reduce them into twelve subsequent and 
infallible Conclusions. 


I. 
That the Descriptions of these Menstruums are 
understood according to the Sound of the Letter. 


That the Receipts of this Book contain nothing occult, but the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine (the Use only of which we promised to define) you will 
easily vouchsafe us your Assent. Nor yet is it too obscure, but that it may be 
properly called an unctuous Spirit, proceeding from the White and Red Wine 
of Lully, the Constitutives of the Menstruum foetens: The rest, which seem 
more obscure, are Terms of Art, for the most part explained in the very 
Descriptions of the Receipts of things made and produced from this Spirit: 
But the obscurity, which a shorter or longer description of a Receipt causeth, 
is by accident, to be easily overcome and removed by any diligent Disciple of 
this Art. 


П. 
That по опе of ће aforesaid Menstruums is 
prepared without the Spirit of Philosophical Wine. 


Among all these Menstruums of the Adepts imparted to you, there is 
not one, which has not the Spirit of Philosophical Wine for its Basis. There 
are indeed Menstruums, in the Receipts of which we meet not with the Name 
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of this Spirit, yet there it is lurking under Ше name of this or Ша! Menstruum. 
Other Receipts of Menstruums there are, which do not take the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine free, but as it were fettered, that is, any Common Oil; but 
when in the making of these Menstruums the Spirit is unfettered, as also 
acuated, such Menstruums cannot in the least be said to be made without it. 
There are lastly also Menstruums, in the Receipts of which, neither the Spirit 
of Philosophical Wine, nor any Oily Matter is expressly mentioned (but these 
are more rare, on purpose alleged to show us either the Envy or Moroseness 
of the Adepts) whereas notwithstanding it is by the Use of the Menstruums, 
manifest that this Spirit is added through necessity; for that which 1s 
promised, could not otherwise be effected. 

Finally, There are some, which you will affirm may be made with 
Common Spirit, Common Vinegar, and Aqua fortis, or Common Sal 
Armoniack without the Spirit of Philosophical Wine. Suppose it so; but when 
you proceed to Practice, and try an Experiment with such a Menstruum, you 
will soon find it not only too weak, but also altogether ineffectual, and 
destructive in the more Secret Chymy: For it is impossible to do that with a 
common Menstruum, which the Adepts have prescribed by a Philosophical 
Menstruum. The Secrets of the more Secret Chymy have this Privilege, that 
they cannot be made by any man but him that is possessed of Philosophical 
Wine. 


Ш. 
That these Menstruums are prepared from any sort 
of Matter. 

We have demonstrated that the Menstruums aforesaid are made of 
divers Oleosities, Aridities and Acidities of the three Kingdoms. You have 
observed the simple Vegetable Menstruums to be made of things neither 
Tinging nor Acid; Compounded Vegetable Menstruums of things Tinging, 
not Acid; Simple Mineral Menstruums made of things Acid, and not tinging; 
the Compounded, of things both Acid and Tinging. Wherefore being now 
better assured of your Menstrual Matter hitherto so anxiously sought for, you 
may take crude Mercury, or Vitriol, Niter, common Salt, Salt of Tartar, or 
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Urine, Rain Water, May Dew, the Spirit of the World also, by whatsoever Art 
obtained, or any other Matter also which you have made choice of before the 
rest, for the true and universal Matter of a Menstruum, in which choice you 
will not err; for it is much at one, whether you make it of Gold or Mercury; 
whether of Pearls or Arsenick; Vegetable or Mineral Salt, provided you 
proceed according to this or that Kind of Menstruum, with consideration also 
of what Use you would have the Menstruum, lest you prepare an Essence 
instead of a Magistry, or a Poison for an Antidote: On the contrary, take pure 
Honey so applauded by Parisinus, or the Salt of Tartar, commended by 
Ripley; or common Salt, esteemed by Paracelsus, as the Matrix of Metals; or 
Vitriol abounding with the Tincture of Gold, extolled by Basilius, or Argent 
vive magnified by most of the Adepts, as the open Metal: Take, I say, which 
of them you please, but you must know it cannot in the least answer your 
expectation, except it be joined, that is, corrected, exalted and graduated with 
the Spirit of Philosophical Wine. 


IV. 
That these Menstruums are also prepared by 
any Method. 


You have here had several Methods of Preparation, which if not 
satisfactory, you may please to invent new ones. Herein is contained nothing 
secret, if your Matter, and the Spirit of Philosophical Wine be, without any 
possibility of being separated, mixed together, and distilled either in part or 
whole, through an Alembic: For every Matter, by what method soever 
volatilized and distilled with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, is a 
Menstruum. 
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V. 
That these Menstruums are sufficient also for 
every Use. 


You have now in this Book observed the Use of the Spirit of 
Philosophical Wine, as also of most Menstruums in these ways of making 
Menstruums: hereafter, in the following Books you will perceive them to be 
sufficient for every purpose. By these means you will make all the Medicines 
of the Adepts, reduce all Metals into running Mercury, or if you had rather, 
into the Philosophers Mercury, or first Matter of Metals. By these will you 
make as well universal as particular Transmutatives of Metals, the best of all 
in respect of deeper Tincture, shortness of Time, and conciseness of Work. 
Hereby lastly, will you prepare whatsoever curiosity has been left us by the 
Adepts, and prescribed in their Books, so that if they have any Preparations 
without the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, you may decline them without any 
damage: For these Menstruums do volatilize all fixed Bodies, and fix the 
volatile and volatilized, dissolve the coagulated, and coagulate the dissolved: 
Under which few Notions are comprehended all the Operations of the more 
Secret Chymy. 


VI. 
That these Menstruums are many. 


You have observed divers Kinds of Menstruums, designed for several 
distinct Uses. Simple Vegetable Menstruums do extract, rather than dissolve 
Bodies; the Compounded dissolve only, but not extract: That which 
Vegetable Menstruums do, the Mineral cannot; and so on the contrary: Of 
Vegetable Menstruums are made Medicines only, not Poisons; but of Mineral 
Menstruums, Poisons only, and not Antidotes without the singular dexterity 
of an Artist. An Use different and contrary to its selfadmits no universal 
Menstruum: The Spirit of Philosophical Wine is indeed the universal Matter 
of them all, but there is not one of all the Menstruums sufficient for every 
Use; wherefore unless you will for the same reason call 
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every one universal, because they all proceed from Ше Spirit of Light, Ше 
universal Basis of all things, we cannot but deny an universal Menstruum. 


VIL. 
That some Menstruums are corrosive. 


That Mineral Menstruums are corrosive, and therefore dissolve Bodies 
with ebullition, is clearly manifest by the Receipts aforesaid. I would not 
have you, being perhaps not sufficiently instructed in the Sayings of the 
Adepts, every where declaring against Aqua fortissies, and all Corrosives, 
either despise, or think ill of them: These are those Menstruums by which the 
ancient Adepts abbreviated their Time and Labor in preparing their Tinctures: 
And Paracelsus justly entitled himself to the Monarchy of Arcanums, he 
having been the principal Instrument in completing not only the 
Abbreviations of Alchymy, but moreover introducing these Mineral 
Menstruums to Medicinal Use, and that with so much dexterity, that there 
seems to be now no hope left to his Disciples of mending any imperfections 
of this Art, as will be demonstrated in the following Books: Besides, these 
Menstruums differ from the Vegetable Menstruums no otherwise, than that 
an Acidum is super added to them, or to the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
corroding the Aridum, and dividing it into Atoms, making way for the 
Oleosum, to be sooner and better incorporated and mixed together, which 
notwithstanding do by taking away the Acidum, return into the same 
Vegetable Menstruums they were before. 

VIII. 
That these Menstruums are permanent, yea fixed 
with Things dissolved in them. 


It is by the former descriptions of Menstruums, manifest, that as well 
the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, as Menstruums made of it, do stick to the 
things dissolved in them. There is indeed no better Argument to confirm the 
excellency of Menstruums, than that they are homogeneous and permanent 
with things dissolved, and consequently Dissolvents transmutable with the 


(375) 


dissolved into a third substance different from both: These Menstruums 
therefore are so far from being immutable, that, according to the Edict of the 
whole Crowd of Philosophers, to wit, The dissolution of the Body is the 
coagulation of the Spirit, and so on the contrary, no being in the more Secret 
Chymy, can be more infallible. Now this permanence of Menstruums you 
have observed not only in the volatilizations of Menstruums, but also in the 
fixations of some, thus you had the fixation of the Spirit of Philosophical 
Wine in the greater Circulatums of the Ninth, and Two and Twentieth Kinds; 
but you will find more in the Preparations of Medicines, as well as Tinctures. 
They were by an Analogy of the Ancients ill called Menstruums, unless also 
they could be transformed into the substance of an Embryo, and yield proper 
Nutriment and augmentation to the Infant: The Spirit of our Wine is indeed 
an absolute Oleosum, that is, combustible, but here bemg thoroughly mixed 
with Aridums, it becomes incombustible, and despiseth the violence of Fire: 
It is also moist, and so incapable of fixation; but the moister and thinner parts, 
which it contains, are separated in the work of fixation from the more Oily 
Particles being now concentrated. So you observe, that, in the Preparations of 
the Sal Harmoniacks, or Sulphurs of Nature, the Spirit of Philosophical Wine, 
as also the Vegetable, as well as Mineral Menstruums are partly reduced into 
insipid Water, and partly sticking to the Matters left in the bottom, and fixed: 
But better Examples you will have both in the Second and Third Books. 


IX. 

That Menstruums are not satiated with dissolving, 
but become rather more avidous, and so are 

by Dissolutions augmented as well in quantity 

as quality. 


Though the Spirit of our Wine is the Basis, Root, and Center of all 
Menstruums, Alchymical Tinctures, and Precious Stones, yet nevertheless 
doth it dissolve slowly, yea only such Bodies as are homogeneous to it, that 
is, partly Oily, as itself is a рше Oleosum, and associate the same to it, 
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transmuting into its own Nature, and so multiplies its self by this means. Now 
so soon as this Spirit is transmuted into an Arido-Oleosum, it does under the 
name of a Simple Vegetable Menstruum, dissolve Arido-Oleosums, that is, 
the Sulphurs or Tinctures of the Mineral Kingdom, the pure Aridum being 
untouched, and left in the form of a white Powder, with which Essences the 
said Menstruums or Essences may indeed melt together, but not in the least 
be satiated, because there is an Addition and Multiplication of like Parts: But 
the same Vegetable Menstruums being now compounded of the Simple, do 
no more extract the Tinctures and Essences of Minerals, but dissolve and 
transmute the whole Mass or Substance of these Bodies into an Oil 
swimming above, which is called a Magistry: Now this being digested 
together with its Menstruum, at length falls in, is united, and so multiplies the 
Compounded Vegetable Menstruum. For an Example to young Beginners; 
The Spirit of Philosophical Wine being a Menstruum of the first Kind, and 
acuated with the Oil of Nutmegs, is hereby made a Menstruum of the second 
Kind; or acuated with Honey, if you would have a Menstruum of the third 
Kind: distill either of those Menstruums with common Sal Harmoniack, and 
you will have a Menstruum of the fourth; but if you desire one of the fifth 
Kind, cohobate either of them with the Salt of Tartar, and you will have the 
Acetum accerrimum of Ripley; or with common Salt, and you will make the 
Sal Circulatum of Paracelsus; Cohobate Mercury, or any other Mercury, or 
any other Metal through an Alembic with this Vinegar or Salt, and you will 
transmute the Simple Vegetable Menstruums into the Compounded 
Vegetable Menstruums of the eighth Kind; from which you will further 
prepare Menstruums of the tenth Kind, by dissolving and volatilizing any 
other Metal in them. The same Rule you have as to our Mineral Menstruums: 
But the Common Menstruums cannot receive beyond their Capacity. 
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Х. 
That these Menstruums are also Secrets of Ше Second Book. 


You have in this Book observed that among the Vegetable Menstruums 
there is none but what is either an Essence, or a Magistry, and it will be more 
copiously demonstrated in the Book of the Preparation of Medicines: You 
have also taken notice by the aforesaid Receipts of them, especially being 
compared with the following Descriptions of Medicines, that Mineral 
Menstruums are the same Medicines, but mixed and dissolved with Acids. 


XI. 
That these Menstruums are likewise Secrets of 
the Third Book. 


It is now partly clear by the Receipts of them, but will be more clear by 
the Secrets of the Third Book, that the Simple Menstruums are the 
Philosophers Stones not yet fermented; but the Compounded are Menstruums 
mixed with the Masculine Seed, and therefore Volatile and Fermented 
Stones. 


XII. 
That these Menstruums are in like manner Secrets 
of the Fourth Book. 


That these Menstruums do give Light by Night, and consequently, are 
perpetual Lights, yield also Matters for Pearls, Precious Stones, etc. the 
Receipts themselves do shew; which will be confirmed by the Fourth Book. 
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Ripley, 
Сар. 13. Philorcii. 


Without these Waters we do little 
Good in this Art; but he that hath 
these Waters, will without all doubt 
complete the Art. 
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BRST C СЕРИЕН Е 88 
PRCT A a aah и ада onde ty vise eee Be a sled во око барана воено ВА ера and anal ЧО е ана, БОЗА Ен ot 134 
ВеО о а лево ала а патен 132, 134, 136, 141, 143, 153, 227, 259, 320 
Bernhards: араб аша REE eee ed a OA Met Wee EE Pe ве eR eke ss 143 
Bet yh о М РАСА aegis Дъга Weta ae ee ae ЦЕ a de wate TE Аа 255 
Besen о haw Mine aha hee a рбет coe acd, Mee dea ne Чао Oe gn а 35 
ЕАТС Sar Se Oia hbase hax 15, 174 
Poe UAT сто ООА А ae дии олоо ма да радае 174 
ВВ рикверц ОИ aaa ЕОР НООР С 2 
ВЕШ о а С Е А 127 
ПАС таах ич од аа 4, 5,9, 23, 44, 45, 82, 86, 91, 95, 96, 98, 105, 120-122, 136, 
139, 140, 173, 177, 182, 184, 189, 190, 193, 203, 206, 255, 

257, 258, 306, 315 

АСКО он 30 atti on мо о Сека 4 
Тас о EE E EE А A E о аьр ache 7,112 
АСЮ а аа о 9 Зона боса, ЗАО 44, 136, 193, 206-208, 311, 326, 327 
PACES ie e ea n a ТОРОО РЕЕСТРЕ ТРЕТ 90 
bladde riesaa e eaa e a и а 58, 190 
BAAS 1S али НА бъги пр Крака ба дано ора le ра Но НОИ a ea Bid 116, 191 
Blood osea a a a 24, 25, 29, 38, 39, 41, 42, 62, 63, 75, 86, 96, 129, 149, 172, 


175, 176, 179, 180, 183, 184, 189-191, 193-198, 204, 207, 
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238, 253-255, 293, 298, 311, 323, 330, 331, 335-337, 340, 


348, 349 
Blood Color, о a ae Baha alt nae о АТ АМ ИНИ а Оу Пие, 253 
plody- о оа ae Gite и EDA a els ta ed ORS чов ОАЕ ах 182, 198 
кој кратер а зов на Mae olan lagu cca Pak acne, Pils Дет ЕЕ ahead ate Grd baila основи даде СЕН 51 
Bononia снага од иа ee oe nee поле дали Sanat cg te, Seal Сааб Сао иа урна Со ои 143, 228 
BOTS? о a nn доа Seb eb rags wo биро Boats, Seta aed seein teas, Sesh Gates woes ede Sealers 161 
Вогаж eect de seit е Mie eee ова tts еди арно Од colton ates ohn Mla нор Mealy, Оер tae 236, 238 
BORG вис ките AIS tt RA A адаа ааа 238 
BOSOM! BOOK ize isis виа н ооа ан aed Sa te avast ahd a Go a shea tens 174, 182 
Ваў Б о Дер aire Clad Пи ЧИ, ЧА И ЈА ИРА Аа 109, 175, 177, 205, 218 
Боут поо a hed Oe о eal ge Радован e Emin hel Oe Ha eres Lawes ae 86 
BraS го дии е Se wae ae одрони whe OS ae Ss aad ob vals wig faa Aa а rd е te оро ели о 55 
Втай а Аа нае Мо patty hes ante bet! Uae ward trace We uate tg 201 
ВАСИ оаа а КИНЕ eee 69, 326, 329, 332 
Branches т т а е боди Неда ома 67, 326 
РОУ ЕЧЕИ 1, 74, 168, 179, 205, 335, 343 
Bread. mane ens. wae at бела Dg ee cys нае eke ee. Henao Mee eee eh ta ea eG 20 
Вийеетойнт, dc fed aris Ue ek а обоа are Wee marae OA AA EWE ene ааах SRR 135 
АКНИ ОВ Br ооа е te Ade ite Пай а Др ДА ДО Aare ie AD ANA 158 
ВТО Де ара tue an ner heey a Ap Ms Aa е е 35, 210 
Вир RP OA aD SET Pc ee де В ETO ar ан О ts есд. 19 
Butter а рано А ek ea За he tS ЕТО 118, 251, 253, 256, 260 
ВОН вана ра seston ao hal ek Seed tw Se a ha ЕЕ ee a СО ee eS 7 
CAD: ehh are даа Me it nates halve ha нато пов дана aoe hae оа ела wR Anat as yao на ебе Ара меле 258 
ОО ae И АЊА Ат GSU ЛО, покои Мос A КОА е сЕ AE AT E A а Кое 208 
авест rosen Sk soe ate а арка бо виа дес heat i фи Go eh ia eg gs Miata Seah glint ae AS 162 
CA BC (редно le ce Gia a aces ДО а Ok Bea eg ва de еди да ОМО ба aks 168, 169 
CAFES димен извито bea дон а дрва бе beside as aid este ere tea eed 0 ad aidan ee нн 168, 170 
САА: онаа си Bae erie Aedes es tk shh crn Hate запис ради ct ts i E At toed ва свари te a 299 
Cale рање ek ak Sesh некоја ar cece но АА ваша е Кони одново eae AE pe te eas We tad ке ео еса е 55 
GRC AIS 355, ИРЕЕТ ao Bed es OE Beate, РЕСОРИ a ta, es 189 
ПАА о te cmt heal a gens ци РИТЕ a Во Oe а сена др иа а ee 350 
calcination Ws seus vist Ws eet eee ЗА 26, 82, 166, 215, 218, 224, 322, 326, 332, 337, 351 
(Са шашовос о Seek eee ns wana alia aah heh eg agp Дава ое аав 126 
Саа е аа ана онај ba Guha eats MNO ee ASO ORE зона бъде aN Aa E ол 363 
СОШО ere the ара дало tart доа UN eS, е Oe lk, cleans, суб 359 
САТЕ ааа Во. ОИ 24, 48, 59, 77, 79, 80, 82, 89, 92, 95, 97, 99, 108, 118, 124, 


138, 144, 147, 173, 179, 182-184, 190, 213, 215, 228, 235, 

298, 329, 337, 339, 347, 348, 350, 359 

calcined: tg aa vas чна оне ae во Фа 4, 28, 35, 49, 50, 59-61, 63, 64, 66-68, 82, 88, 91, 96, 107, 
110, 119-121, 124, 126, 129, 144, 147, 149, 166, 179, 181, 

189, 190, 213, 216, 235, 236, 293-296, 309, 310, 313, 323, 

326-329, 337, 338, 344, 347, 349-351, 359, 365 


CAMCINEG eine Sankt Maes eas В дана eae N ъв Ыт 28, 32, 78, 101, 313, 324, 351, 352 
Саа» о. ое Hai univ, elas ae ада ee На 78, 166, 201, 297, 319, 329, 343, 347, 359 
CIE ONG о пра анода es Dares Rote wate оди ea total a tt sy rea е ak ce chia tune SRG Se 16 
Саон Bese оо а она ta a он со ени a nee on Ви ane gens ша cet nats at а оа срива 204 
CAM: дънни fortes Sg okey вна By иа Re ооа ee E 136 
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Cal E екс ра at 54-57, 97, 124, 144, 181, 182, 184, 191, 202, 216, 236, 245, 246, 
250, 255, 299, 308, 310, 318, 319, 329, 337, 338, 340, 353 

ООК Ars ae AMAL мона АЛО Lata alee AM КА ра 4, 124, 126, 178, 180, 181, 195, 197, 216, 319, 338 
(Сатет bE EN a OS AS BED виорот SA a tae 61 
апоени ete tat ste ао АНИ оно ед во a dahl a ace dela а И 365 
Candelabrum: Sait ано олам 237 
Сапе осло ciate Б ауа Boas битија ечи бас ears Se owe ees POE TOSS 52 
СаО а нова Mh eerie ои a еа oi eee ДЕ saan tial До Boren wa бодрост а бар wa wie he. ауди 237 
Candlestick рота е ааа дон у раан 237 
CATION а оь оао аон АТ И о at aces 154 
Canterbury ted ай а ора оаа wlan в воан 174 
ОСЕР ala ete on РЕР 223, 307 
Сар о леи цигара ees 29, 35, 36, 50, 64, 67, 97, 156, 157, 196, 198, 235, 255, 294, 
297, 299-303, 311, 319, 330, 331, 338, 348, 350, 352, 357 

Carbont о ig аа дана ув дои AA he Ps eB eh BA Влади Baa ia 8 
CATDUNCIES ера а Фата Sak Binge ia ds о gt dS ace Se тв аи 259 
Сат attr ЕТЕМ ИА А. 16, 72 
СаО ео пто ео ое ао п а ооох Pen ий 4 
Саметӣзя о о н аура аа лов за нон долина 175 
Célandines и Rae eer fat, ects кви о оо 6, 24, 25, 28, 62, 63 
celestial ain teal Cole олт 13, 14, 19, 20, 31, 33, 36, 37, 47, 90, 107, 131, 132, 148, 
156, 160-163, 168, 169, 186-188, 207, 343, 367 

celisicating sanen ednina aa Sanne oath See Me о Seas E За от 168 
Cellar едена ds намо рапа ага ео оао р Sela’ 57, 68, 97, 215, 237, 309, 319, 357 
cemented sore fy ands Me tacts hava ба sedan toe врана an инв оа eatin Es, wee ate ane ден ар й 317 
СРЦЕ ANT ao оо As rE EN ме СЕ АР али GAIA A, орли Мо иа када A ne сказы 138 
CONSE она ритат аа фер gs le cha Gh ова касиера Pla ee hg Bie 67, 69, 187, 375 
Себе порода срв ало Seek ta cates ра A arg, a hs дори а are Sa ela’ 162, 301, 310 
CHalk тро, РУНЕТЕ ih alta, © dea ta дъб Gath ete ae dua eee Oa Ut tees bebe 64, 88 
Chamber еа Rte sere одвод ова Wh ad te alo Er одд dita es ter Aloe dt OW, 459 сами ср S 61 
CN AGS подир Алан eo paar ede T ae anne te te se andar tees anand dh tals Le int ee anand aed 19, 73-75, 186 
СПОТ esha Gd АЕ at yay Be Bala By PRE ire BAA пор РО ракии Я 136, 264 
Сей a ced hte irc eet gates BE genet bade ae Wh wR Nena aad a RO Ba АТ sneha 21222 
ОНЕ КОПО део У УУ ТАЛ ао а лол 161 
(СБП тепе ое cent on eet оез л 98, 197, 206 
СПОГешсК вао ede ъло ues лмо Me ee ees в дедо нд meade 41, 63 
Chortalassdcus и и ло о оаа. 112, 210, 258 
а ЕОНИ ИЕ РНЕ ОТ ЕРТЕ 11, 108, 192 
САБИН о а о ао на оаза эя 79 
Christophers е ооо н Aas ое а о а > wae see he 33 
CNPISPOPNOTUS: se ео аон ИЗ ини др Кочо ао аен аи atte 84 E аена 22 
ChymiatricO a cathe ota аА ао а he а ees Meee два 97, 229 
Chyýymica ceo седеа tae bas ЗАР eens doy ahi aes Dee Seen зо oe Baad 258 
СП Саво бод мр tetanic aerate Mt ae anne Sian е а 180 
CHICA oor tas ЕЧЕИ 53 аортна бере aan he 87, 128, 133, 212, 227, 230, 237, 369 
CYTE oA расови Мадона рута lates ve goa hte ol рад деен Meh Wag ae Hebd eae wie TOR A 192 
СУУС: ga ан eu Oars Se ois ва а ee АР 20, 39, 97, 162, 174, 186, 205 
COV MMSE ори Picante eee ey aed ea eda hee en ni eM eee ed Рача ден ae обра и oe 39 
CC TNS EBS ооо ааа OR BR на aE Day ааах 6, 8, 231, 242 


CHYMISUS: жасра Фан HAG вари na ech testa ase sed ива драсна ни ааа oes 209, 228, 369 
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CRYMY: 2. cca tint вадеа, Pade) аа 18, 47, 71, 134, 196, 197, 205, 207, 217, 229, 231, 245, 254, 
263, 264, 305, 328, 345, 369-371, 373, 375 

CM yO съ eae AL не водо Mlk АЫ, дет ОДЕА ој, тр ek ti а 6, 21, 139, 212, 214, 215 
Cinnabar ting hr ee oe aa 22, 33, 139, 148, 162, 202, 254, 261, 293-298, 301, 309, 356, 
357 

Cinnamon: А erie а ана Saati seed Baie es 21, 22, 220 
Circles соо рока e Unable Бай барона па ое Poa Sete asi load we get hxc inal сооб E AAE E 160 
ПОЩА wants Е а onc in alee Ae ee ватон ао wh at yaw E E Рани Баща 10 
CICLA TINAA о АТ op aA as с Е УЧЕ Пи al и OAM As ес дуото мъ Re cs Cuda tel ik tah Дакота 69 
СОШ Вее оо ain анак ох 23, 24, 32, 47, 61, 62, 75, 92, 98, 99, 108, 125, 127, 148, 
149, 365 

circulated за аа еа личниот Be 16-18, 24, 25, 37, 42, 60, 62, 65, 68-70, 81, 91-93, 101, 102, 


115, 118, 122, 124, 126, 127, 131, 137, 138, 140, 146, 148, 
149, 153, 169, 211-215, 234, 324, 333, 338, 360, 365, 367 


CITC WI ATCS Се об esate N ЗИ Зи ло Se ee aa НУ Brakes 23-25, 35, 41, 118 
circulating ао овоа века вани the teen рој НО РЕ 1, 2, 23, 51, 61, 75, 191, 264, 364, 365 
circulation ао оаа арт 2, 8, 10, 12, 14, 17, 23, 24, 32, 37, 41, 42, 60-62, 69, 70, 
93, 108, 113, 123, 125, 127, 148, 165, 173, 180, 181, 217, 

321, 367 

Circülations sred ен ЕД рози Сини ON ЈА Пис ало ЗАКО ДЪ а а Ah Dn Ја Де Дани ОС Са 10,1 
Circulatory fe Sern ра дали едн hot aed Sees Кои 47, 92, 95, 190, 338, 365 
Circulate акра lane aes 26, 27, 42, 43, 45, 65, 66, 68-70, 97, 103, 104, 111, 124, 
126, 131, 137-140, 149, 152, 211, 213, 225, 234, 332, 333, 

337, 339, 376 

СОСОТ: 6 eaten лодки регата 37, 42, 70, 71, 104, 110, 138, 140, 141, 152, 153, 213, 216, 
333, 338, 341, 375 

SIMA? сека она окови ya tees ев пици atin Soe о а te КО ааа 339 
СОИС н Зет ОС н ated! 122, 150, 183, 193, 198, 313, 314, 323 
CIN pe зло Axia cage bea ео Saale Равна ал Мадан аа н о АУЕ о, 326 
Сорти a хра Bae les обра ни ови оо акад еден syed ID a Bee rel eae he eg Bi 106, 127 
СТАНО а Sa asso hie yen ое АС дала ис лов ee aE a Wa мана ве his eee Ea 48 
О RARE Se ER TERE Er бор RAUNT RCC PERSP RAR SOE а аа RE я 70, 202 
CHANTS самит nd eh titted a Mgt Selon aha id en, Че, he cae lS ate tees Se де. а де ба За Ses 213 
(ОЩЕ ара tai е ots oe ite а aS PMs ale She ut as аа АНА НО 201, 202, 295 
CPW Ва рита, Shak ins cra ee дра tea, В dea hn tials уби нед ФС водичи dab aah etek 174, 175, 338 
PAV NAD око annette eae бай CAM ease dads Ний Авалон 223, 264, 293, 307, 308, 352 
CII аи РТИ а За ee Lee AO RE осле Ва ОО POE RE Bee ee иа оа МА 13, 199 
Slerks-2 ds ао ele dene thease ова wees do оо оное oul 159 
СТОЕК рок ИЧ ata а ДАЈ ав аа ТА 21, 22 
POAC UNAS. еа Senet ee Te а 58, 66, 138, 141, 237, 252, 261, 311, 336, 373 
coagulated „сува pad ere eee where 29, 39, 82, 101, 112, 130, 142, 157, 182, 204, 208, 215, 236, 
308, 314, 315, 333, 335, 347, 349, 352, 353, 367, 373 
СОЗБЕН tated ew Eee eee aie СЕ eae ate 67, 139, 334 
СОЗО а Can ке ри косми a оо об кале дии бај ra Mane ЗА дод он Ге 24, 100, 143, 157, 262, 330 
СОаршашоть дар еа вра, Honea ни първата балони 111, 142, 219, 347, 365, 375 
СОДОЩШАШОШЕ 2 оро oe доцент в whee sie ново до ale he ale Зар уви Cease 178, 262, 304, 311, 333 
Coõagulatiye: с соса и а Aix дии Sarin acu han oe SB ri спри wt Ona A Baie ebay SU ees 41 
ОАО гони елен eek ав е А пра eae Panos bie ua) axa wha Aa ated ла 252 
Соат ec rt ico ak таи oe es DA als, ara АА 5, 183 


OCU оро one. вра н Pa Md, BES hh one ea ed, ee nd е нато 178 
СОНО Соло Ако ана оа aod дока вото добива А anand део ue wien Ве обе ра доба ФО at 257, 258 
СООЧИТЕ Bonar иам АА и а бај a ea рола ра Ва оа Чад ода ert Пане ул ало др ЧА 136, 209 
СОС рогат о oo eee ада Ерма ало ae Да радва, 154 
Сове о Pade бор EES dace NPS aft adept ae Аа Ни ава, ни 32, 75 
COCMICA стат сл га ада hy a eae as ee ee eee тоо 16, 18 
COCLITICATCE особа Заро н ааа Saved eo angi ee Goan eae ин 115, 124, 169 
Coen! ТИРСИ РЕТИ 32, 41, 42, 46, 47, 53, 58, 73, 76, 91, 92, 105, 107, 108, 114, 
115, 126, 130, 143, 146, 160, 163, 352 

ГОБОРа есача око ена Тан 21, 36, 66, 97, 104, 105, 110, 213-215, 217, 229, 294, 297, 
299, 357, 376 

cohobated а о оа гаа ная 54, 56, 69, 70, 72, 194, 214, 234, 236, 242, 352 
СОВОБаА а оа еа us My Cal оддава oars Se ew aha Se eR 68, 121, 139, 140, 213, 214 
CONDANNE i пещи о Sesh ee ean Д coal esa Ede e О Behe 58, 343 
COhGDANOI а berets РА АА aoe а ee tL eae 60, 96, 211, 216, 304, 312 
cohobations ор ро cca бордови ае eae eden 19, 20, 35, 56, 97, 113, 196, 231, 305, 351 
СОТТА Ва о вана Sg ан ан О оъ Ea eas 220 
COTO РОР РИЕТИ РОР TAR ee GENET ha а Ae BRP nach hee ht 161 
СОЈСОШАЕ dd x torts cor види оде бев врани ee ts oe de a tats до a КА Sid ци Athi 264, 338 
Clee teeter от 13-15, 32, 50, 51, 54, 59, 61, 63, 64, 66, 75, 86, 88, 93, 97, 


105, 106, 116, 120, 125, 127, 130, 132, 133, 145, 150, 151, 
155, 174, 182, 183, 214, 215, 226, 245, 246, 296-298, 307- 
309, 315, 316, 318, 319, 323, 335, 339, 347, 348, 350, 357 


Colors ок ора sae bed Ads Pas фоки ess 112, 129, 141, 205, 220, 255, 326, 327, 339 
Combe oe sear ина eats out nate ah ih and a aloe arena aes adidas Гаро од use Mandate 25, 34, 35, 64 
СООО ОУ ct Ae eu ва Е анаара амиа 258 
соро Веза ор Sar ваа ORE Maa MGA OGM SS 101, 128, 141, 257, 375 
СОН ои sok Pe peed вани дев ER A A Sie td иам щот Cah ато lh ied 233 
COMPASS зо, его od idleness BAO Hy Ae Fate ee она ЗН Mawes Hea оь Halas ore bes 10 
COMMAS SIO го обе зик а аи аа па Rte ene eh eae Me ae Rte ality nul Haag 136 
COMPCN Acc anak ИТНИ И РИ еен ean И ЗИ РА И РА ИО РЕА а РЕ ee 131 
Сотрепао агли дува bathe ye aaah о a) PEO оь DAS ана Oats 157, 158 
(Собпрепаншти 660 а ока ete te а amet totes НОЕ Ьем 27, 56, 146, 154, 228 
SOMOS: a кървав аз ааа Bk bas Se Sea a БИК A сан a eR EERE 16 
С Ороодо end odie hrs ка aed See bee ао е aw Nee gale aa eae 43, 313 
COMPOSIO о Ser hahaa bed E моо ео Gt eA eden ewe eka дърва ieee 43 
Composita а бал tira ло аера 313 
connata НАИЛ Sees eeu АА СОРАЈА, АЈ, Mids АТ АА ООК tet ee teas 187 
Сопеериок а daa ee Oh Ea Ора Зои ВА a кади ae og АЛКА И АА ОН 174 
(СОПЕШЕ 25. сос роб ооа waka Во врани ид обла е Ра е аео 262 
Conclusionibus ..........ррорааи ааа ааа ина иа ааа ааа ааа аа ааа ааа ааа наа 224, 261, 308 
Condensatioi аа е га аа и PEN ene ВЕ а ров ahaa вра oi АИФ И ено че аы 328 
СОВО оа ај одеа Dae Pas aes eens doy ЗАВИ ЛЕ Dae oe eee eee ed 335 
CONG ENSE оо ни вина кае е ае 77, 199, 328 
COMPCCHONS: о Soweto aE и ос ya ete a Saks tetas Seeded Sunt АА as 162 
(С ОПРа MUVE sia ра ена ооо, Pele ence уа а н bowtie E Ge anes at 345 
СОП Ева ало ate eu 3 24, 28, 39, 49, 51, 63, 65, 89, 107, 127, 142, 179, 227, 303, 

319, 325, 330, 332 
congealed създава кит 24, 40, 49, 50, 61, 89, 127, 130, 142, 143, 165-167, 169, 182, 


189, 192, 203, 303, 324, 325, 330, 334 


CONCEALER: ено мно Pore Had ated, Mens ached sad deed, en ве фа набори Каренина 142 
СОПОВАЦИВС cba patna наана ла аА Ай 39, 61, 169, 178, 188, 319 
COND Calg р Е при отела ат да ЕА 203, 334 
CONSEIADIC аа ЛАТ РИС КАСА И А Е аа НО АА И И а 142 
CONC бо (51 ЕИ ВИ ОИ ae ies eae ОИ И АСС ИСА 4, 65, 142, 188, 203, 217 
COMPCIANOUS’ зона зора Софа ар урина одаи обја ла Заре савана Dee аата 142 
Congregation еа аза So eae wats а Wek бања орочено е weed е ечи бре 243 
CONPUNCHON Ss ЕОР daha уби окръга 125, 169, 185, 204, 208, 243, 258, 259 
COMjUNCHONS тима она eu Ae Е ааа AUR a ае 161 
СОПЈЦИВЕ ч Н и оа ale пера ie all, ЕО a a eae дар ad ЦД 238 
СОП ШЕР оси досие даа дар дъна Galan Ра вв, Gate enema nhs cate dag УА 244 
Сонпа ша е ео о о Baia ое ео о оо Goad 10 
СОАВТ наон А) 5 
COTS OF ES ае е о Ду ен а аум ана аЙ 153 
Constellations рана о et he Каба BA ae ay о погна 159, 160 
Constellations е аа eee saa а А Cus е eae Deets 160 
COPPER gee Rai a etn des она оф 8, 52-54, 74, 155, 157, 158, 208, 209, 249, 256, 262, 263, 304, 
306-308, 314, 343, 347, 349, 351 

Соран" х. дра er bt воо eee лани въ ваза пра а eda eden Meera ahs 41 
Copulation e: г Ae аот Ld Aes ge SO Вер то АА иот, igs биб ue tite ВА др Вана дало 41 
Coraline in, Mens о ва оа eae ома ем да Е eee алеи bas 209 
Corals жено ei корица, ware ea data ad tht одо АТА. И ЦИ Ов аа Dee Mies arnt дао 44, 153 
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filtered. Аа и е иво 29, 58, 89, 135, 154, 156, 157, 182, 183, 194 
Пе а А 138, 157, 352 
Пе а ао оа ант. 115 
ТЕРОР ИИ 4, 9, 12, 14, 15, 19, 24, 25, 29-31, 38-41, 46, 49-51, 54, 56-59, 


61, 63-67, 69, 71, 74-77, 79-84, 86-89, 91, 93, 95, 96, 99, 

101, 104, 106, 110, 113, 116-118, 120-123, 125, 127, 130-133, 
135, 136, 141, 142, 144-151, 156, 164-169, 172-184, 187-194, 
196, 198-203, 206-209, 215, 216, 225, 226, 235, 237, 242, 
244-246, 248, 249, 254, 255, 257-259, 262, 264, 293-303, 309- 
311, 313, 314, 316-319, 322, 323, 325, 326, 328-330, 332, 333, 
335, 336, 338-340, 345, 346, 348, 356, 359, 360, 363, 367, 


375 
Ее ПОГ Ан е ARs а 29, 51, 146 
Ее ВОРА оаа о а ве ОА а а a ae МЕА 29 
Eres а оаа Sonne Sk аа сов еа 25, 101, 133, 200, 337 
IGM Me HES ЕОР as ae Barty os Pa as heats SE ТТЕ 259 
BS ta viata ty ите fa ed athe ракии eas ни ОДЕ eat an use ha E дала ОИ ПУЧ САВА 15, 121, 339 
ОО ЕРУ ОСТАНКИТЕ НОРО ОО ЗН 78, 181, 328, 337, 373 
TIRAMOM, ааьан ha ова 142, 177, 217, 243, 252, 326-328, 332, 339, 342, 375 
Пано н а канон. 218, 331, 375 
Ае ео АА ааа aha deans wed 168, 234 
fixed ве дивата вр са наил 27-29, 31, 35, 38, 46, 47, 53, 56, 57, 62, 63, 66, 70, 71, 78, 


80, 89, 95, 100, 101, 104, 113, 121, 137-142, 157, 176, 178, 
182, 186, 213, 214, 217, 229, 233, 241, 243, 251-253, 255, 
262, 301, 312, 317, 322-324, 327-329, 331-335, 337-341, 352, 


360, 373-375 
ПАШЕ Sent еа тол а оче 1, 54, 57, 71, 96, 200, 201, 258 
оо ЕР ОВИРРИСТИРРР РИНЕН SAORI SOY GRE Ste SA Fee IES beads A едн 209 
Заеми оно tla pe СОРИН OLS ин а ЛА Да oe tO АУ АРИЕТИ ОЛЕНОЮ У РЯ 195 
Flammula са cone vee оо Зоо he See outed Moe eeu teehee woke РЕ иа 16 
ТАЕ mene as Nae н AS ре мафија Зоо TOU а број 41 
POSH Sen ae о а оаа оа аси A T A ee cee 7, 13, 15, 161, 365 
PES rnar e e вање aa r Pale бави a a ale e thes oes a a РИО 120 
Е олов Б о дА a ata Oe aa a оо въ ааа ОФ PEM одно до НО дие Da 206 
Еп Зе ана e A по AA оа даб но T a a tis рибни Ав N EEN 6, 245, 347 
PIQUE ЕОР A E A E дан EEEE at I A дове ај Ко ES, 183, 184 
Florie OF оо О о оос Ина aE 27 
Flores дала оро leg oe Cid ries зара ue Goo sotto wl райна dehy Gs пъзела ede ри ote eed 256 
Florum олади бо we wa Shree wt a Ress ag esl bres ааа АА еви згора wha ae Rss aes ions Sale a 27 
IE VS ies Seg aut ein Se cases ante а голо re a eee oan rate ta Na кабина tae ig ere rw hate! оро ОС а но Ноа 254, 256 
TOC CUIEN CIES: т е БА ds os ark he Кади цо ar eas tes Da ори ait ДЕ, Чико с 8, 321 


TOTENS: оно Book стои So gs as es Paras т aes Фа a е ee 175, 188, 190, 196, 370 


PONT ко сто sox tian ch ts о СТА ие Драги dh, Sie ant ое oe to eas 83 
HOO? hadnt ад доа еба РРР ТИЕРИ 130, 131, 342 
MOS Oe о АА Ида та пр бил дии лое лоас 350 
POLED CIN in. git оа aa Aree bog aha dank Oe ча eee че дена Soa 149, 170 
ГОА она Pode Pa cate tal ei ace doa dee a oe ee aay ene Da eet aie a ets ae Dah hea 341 
БОТО9О аа На shat eee eae Ро Е acne оа оз 197 
ТОСЕ T зоки aden tacdnaes xe 52, 67, 72, 139, 142, 143, 172, 176, 189, 222-227, 234, 236, 238, 
240-242, 244, 246-249, 254, 257, 262, 295, 300-304, 312, 313, 

317, 330, 332, 352, 371 

ТОРБЕ а tog) hm aaa estes ьо во об) ag alt еу о ан lg MIR ааа ся 303 
Тогизвев до sect ge er Goan cedar а eae a Ode аА 218, 227, 228 
POFUSSIES ио ае оо om Мадона доо е а ео 374 
БОЕ еа еа аиан аети а оа hte aS 60 
fosiliuni о ан оа Шу ceca оа а ФЕН оо а Аа Иа ва, 8 
PRASTANCES оаа baer СИ РА аан POG EA аан А ЗАР PRE 10 
Frenchi о л ted Seer ата о ооо ЕЕ 262 
Macht ЕЕС НИЕ 67 
РСЕ ОРТОТО ПОКРЕТ РРР Rah еа ua Ges ora Deh 67 
ЛОС руска зен a: A veces tev Wie Wand se te de GA GE орат едра Це ae, тето A aa дени AG Ate sand ead 88 
ОООО Ae Aarne даја цд оо ДА ек иа бали ди re Ad a le апала т 142, 206 
PEMA: она Oh ie Boo ta, вино, Seagate had Кара eR санах 118 
PG лосион aha минах 29, 44, 50, 51, 59, 74, 79, 80, 121, 166, 177, 179-182, 188, 191, 
195, 202, 203, 209, 242, 258, 293, 313, 338, 340, 359 

FUMES иа Dap deans oa Берат рони воа See 88, 95, 116, 120, 172, 175, 200, 242, 329 
И то ци САРА И fee ces Зоре ОРООН Е 32, 75 
Fünnel ои ло Sek аат кодиди Rae КОЈА МЕТА ма ИДЕ NI воа Иво но и И, по Они ОЧЕ AMUN оре АР ОЈ 12, 241 
| ото ГА за е оаа San СЕК 9, 41, 49-51, 57, 58, 61, 63, 64, 74, 81-83, 97, 116, 121, 145, 


156, 175, 180, 182, 192, 194, 199, 200, 242, 296, 301, 311, 
313, 314, 316, 319, 325, 328, 330, 359 


FUIMaACOS ои со Зара Soe eee ага ee бе ако i ee toe ee ne a a hs Re wae eee oe оо 4,199 
Gallem отво ов ee een he anand водот Slee ано tee SAAS and ae ву ое nae EE oe 181, 243 
GRU is мени ya tb sah Е РОТЕ Phe ЗА она УЧАТ ae LS 182 
(ДИ АООТ Be оци ial sors вина a бода ot a a Sila РАДО | ois кевин дъ sec ЗА ЕЈ 192 
САНС eal eta a is мо два Н н tha Ss tele ЗОО ЗИ ЗА ии 335 
Gardem око поло КЛ ea пн r A ae a nee atten дно АК tee eet sag кана Аба СЛ dee te ба ди 156, 192 
Garment! оо eared eth аан Sab BA Ade ite Sad акло ана бар е доба ои 176, 189, 190 
Gmer ните ое о зн AOS ото ЧЛ Доби ee о оо 82 
Grain tind сто ns whe Manat as Sarvs Shia acne вни А банан dares Ha ane Caled 309 
CAI hier АНА а GRIN tase КА АТ, ке ieee аа АА 111, 188, 205-207 
ALCS 4 och aus, варено иа 258 
СЕВЕ пара валентност Hula este als Male ae 64 6 cite es eke bat 39, 160, 179, 204, 243 
Сейепиа оо авио дно baie A eae AR аа РОВ nite a даб ко дано оа 110, 131, 245 
Gehennets tego aaa Lagat ati нова Deer Shy apie gl Matin А Daher оя 54 
STAI VS озна ано som acted clay a what пила ното еби attested а тень SA 40, 41 
ВЕНИТЕ. А A Aare оа о Зои ФЕ дронот и oe eet 234 
GEMINI Дери обр лога а Акра ев оа н 65-67, 206, 214, 225, 236 
GEMME сграда ацетат se едит абра оа Ra Se CELI Be Se testa ache 39, 238 
STINTS оо ес aster дн елу но fe зора de Sa aed оде Meagan net 137 
GEMS! романи ТЕНИ Е ЕТЕ ТЕКИН ТИЕ Е ТЕКЕ 255, 258, 259 


ПОПОТ, о ан А ана оао оша 141 


Gs eatur ора ee ee ee ee eT ee er eee ee ee Oe ee ee ar n ee 174 
ASOT CLOM А Read serach Ae rede eo до he Bath racine cosa tear Se dante tats ама ка полева дрво ОВ Ad ease 40 
6151011 n a a mE A RRL Aaa РРЛ ИО УЛО БА 38, 110, 198, 222, 223, 234, 312 
(Сеат tte маи ais теба A ea Sak aOR a a hae Brahe Maree Nae оа 40, 67, 234, 248 
OPIN ALIVE а tess oA tad es ate н Pode eae ие РОСА ade tl ae Os НАЈ иа 28, 41, 51, 63 
Sildin за речна n anced Во TNE Rate ЧРИ ЕЕЕ Свој 68, 340 
CHASER аа sep И SP Vals И, ае Амара АД oly ОИЕ oes 21 
ОБС рано и ate Sure EEEN 4, 9, 17, 22, 31, 32, 41, 46, 47, 54, 56, 57, 59-61, 63, 64, 74, 


75, 77, 81, 83, 85-87, 89, 91, 92, 96, 98, 105, 108, 115, 

120, 122, 124, 126, 127, 143, 148, 150-152, 156, 163-165, 
167-170, 172, 174, 175, 180, 182-184, 190-194, 199, 201, 230, 
241, 242, 247, 255, 293, 298-303, 310-316, 318, 319, 323, 
325, 328, 330, 332, 335-338, 340, 348, 359, 365, 367 


(Gglass=makers: ар год ве ead Deed бау рака fats OE naman oe wh antes Bes 9, 61, 182 
Glass Vessels ont.) Gants Ga oe Ea ey OA Tae PPR ад а Pee at кана LAS ре 4 
GASSES sss BG one Salta ооа ene Bilas tna ean! baad tee ats Savas 298, 354, 358 
И еба ee wae ЗА a eee ee eee ee Rew ЕРЕ 48, 52, 150, 179, 300 
ODE ое IR ah E ето ар, haa AAR tae, Goa ote Mah he as SoG es. Gad Ea 120 
РЕРНИ Gabe eae РЕОНИ 206 
ОЕЕО SANT dA are SOU дии АМА Мода ie Айл E ЗАД ма криво Dap Зоја een а оо АД и да 10 
Glory иа вријат oh este atten Baa eee tere ee a Aes Sead ear Sue а BS 11, 105 
CTS delist oe coh онаа АУРА АА а а A a at оа тА 174, 197, 198, 203, 204 
(ООД би ае ОК alee И ЕНА Mea OPS и Behe Ag fea а Ok ан 116, 119, 123 
120) | аа ангина ee 8-11, 14-16, 60, 65, 82, 85, 86, 89, 90, 105, 106, 108, 117, 128, 
145, 164, 171, 179, 196, 259, 293, 322, 330, 331, 341, 342, 

344-346, 358, 359, 366 

Gods: зебра She ng доток ьо sigs enh ale eh анн Ae de OS KAR A ас 100 
Gold asieran a oe Slated a 3, 4, 6, 21, 26-28, 35, 43, 44, 47, 48, 68, 80, 96, 111-113, 118, 


122, 126-129, 134-136, 138-141, 143, 145-148, 152, 153, 155, 
157, 158, 162-171, 175-178, 180, 181, 184, 188-191, 194, 196, 
197, 202, 205, 209, 219, 228-230, 242, 244-248, 250-253, 255, 
259, 261-263, 293, 308, 309, 311, 313, 317, 335, 340-349, 
351-353, 355, 357, 360, 366, 372 


golden ра Degrees АНЕТА и 113, 177, 180, 190, 194, 195, 206, 255, 309, 316, 339, 340, 343, 
344, 354, 355, 357 

Goldsmiths So рока nah a oa ee ваза. н бев AA ee na Sa Cheese 68 
Gospe ЕРЕТИК ИСАР ИВ 100, 105 
(тас о п аА а баща оо оба а н ое 100 
PTAC ATIONY а ВА АА ОИ ОИ И н ао dae T 238, 254, 256, 304 
Отааапот оо а а л аа фон кон 253, 254 
(ОТаЦа ПО ПВ конот оо е аа ноо ld hey oe Oded 255 
ОТОК“ о е 2 Ras ааа Ede at аа маза на OE 256 
ТАС оно E RE SEEE ag 215 
Таа аон е ае е 132, 264, 367 
Sradudted!s оаа аир 69, 140, 154, 163, 171, 251, 263, 264, 293, 304, 307, 309, 310, 
312, 324, 326, 328, 329, 333, 339, 341, 342, 345-347, 349- 

351, 357, 358, 372 

Е РРР РЗИН A E EE E A 254, 324 
Prans оао ey Oe Зоо ваа еу УВО ра ОУ бини АВ 21-23, 57, 114, 343 


(Тайе око ока мис вано табот а н е aT a aU os ee Фи осо 21 
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Сао? ее ad ected мај a AG are Hae а Ра 4, 173, 181, 197, 199, 202, 203, 223, 306, 307, 349 
Gravel сода во Bo наа a, Е geet nde wend ae eS kangen ihe Andel nn © tek ae gna A ЕЕ ан а 56 
GLAVE о орли оа hc eck сл eel ea по кб Аби ори луди Дани mt биб до 204 
И Е is wi Ae eS St ah a og Dae EE ORD ele EE Aare 4 
Greek Iire Fs tess Pe зации ate cheba deals te Pate НА оо деца ао Das et Bake les Agha a ACh ahs ache Puke ЕСИ 176 
Geeks taaa О ote ma E Ко мне ea с wee De ВИА ДАЈ A Ме 205 
Р а КОИ ee 12, 29, 124, 144, 155, 172-179, 182-192, 194-198, 203, 204, 207, 
215, 247, 306, 313, 316, 324, 326, 335, 337, 338, 343, 347, 

348, 365 

ааа 5s НА ли ЕРИК КИ АА АД. СЕ Ре КА „ЗА и АТА 343 
(тееп сорти fete рас МА Она E ЦА бр седа Аааа сода дир и Две ар ЧА бои осо оо До Бр сооб меди 182, 215 
Ground- Work soere e ае Ибн, ноо Мадона доо е Ивона, a de 178 
GUA Са сон дири sa hs Ware е Аби одде wa I оа Rie доби ОР они ЗА as eral acum ons СКО ae E 59 
ОО ало ие ид о аан о помен брои avn Ate onan оо а бе aden a wen леви 36 
СИНА атар Са аи ааа 4, 11, 12, 36, 97, 103, 104, 122, 174, 176, 177, 225, 229, 230, 
238, 247, 309 

CHUL Sc Sra asd wees ae Sek ey Зоо меана ди ела бо ара РЕР Е 177 
Guidon део гово но очи ука ос кае et eur Ra ди оа cates aah ea ate auth а кан оо 113, 177 
DUC беа полева вара пора ВЕНИ A OT E дев ава фауна НН a A O E EEEE 68 
(ар asa дон Зад АА иа Ва дир ти ДАВА оа бават, обе ДА ОДА бини ото ЗА ва, аа Rds a 203 
Gumi gs. etary см видни Stee a te 127, 143, 174, 175, 180-186, 190, 191, 195, 196, 198 
раетайтес а. 0. ова te a Та 261, 297, 298, 301, 356-358 
РОЧ ЗА ОТО ae 39, 128, 129, 199 
TALC о n сини дода вари био съдене a ds wae ени Woes бон а Бан Glade оо 254 
Hay serani fe eh ae oh ame eee ad крв eae aoa dad abana yes оа ор ао вон 136 
Hammer as т аон AA МИ лани, Ree Ир 358 
hánd а Gad ahs 9 ek a ad Зора Shas Marto а PR оли Дебора Mate ie 68, 159, 216, 241, 310, 318, 365 
A AERO TAC оси Ааа со Belek tien hc e a, AS а aa оо дон а Get as ео оаа И дии 246 
harmoniack еа bane eae од 27, 56-58, 72, 146, 170, 171, 230, 240-249, 308, 366, 376 
Hatmoniacks) ало aia he Rese „оци дод wed кои BE Rea 51, 72, 217, 247, 375 
ЗАЕВ ТОТ; го далака bat era ee aoe ete a ka ee ad ata een кина eda miele же ma 38 
Harmony аа ped eke Зл вани BORE CORY eg ho Ped ea Pea ed 12 
Harts- horieri а ote рада КЕСА Пааа а ЕНЕ ааа о 42 
У У След ae te etn ten УМ a nA Во ОД ЗИ ССА a 161 
Hazelwood ото ot tas ge oie Rh е hice ns Ge На Берта a не ed Reh е ee ag цо є 336 
Heads cla seb мокра нар eras бар Дърман ae PSRs E ARN eres Бали бр 103, 106, 126, 127 
Healer СК ар Nae Pres CN act RAN Da care Р РИК дилда rene ths in nas Паци, 181 
ПОДНИ 222s cco eta teh eda Meche VEU metas take wee easel had 7, 13, 28, 73, 98, 128, 139 
(АСЕН ИЛИЧ ЧУ ИРА Dane wee ae а су АТ ста Sibi КЕ 73 
PCAN cst Oe, na ey АА eeu es ate ee обедини, are (е лен re РСЕ рее 9, 86, 130, 131, 197 
Heartbreaking аз seas a nied ew dom РИИ pnd aw dete E Ee aoc wad ta tie роди eng etd dee bs 197 
Пеана Вада Мита 2, 10, 13, 20, 34, 44, 49-51, 56, 57, 59, 63, 64, 73, 75, 76, 79- 


82, 88, 93, 94, 99, 101, 106, 107, 116, 117, 119, 121, 125, 

130, 132, 136, 144, 147, 150, 151, 160, 165, 177, 182-184, 

188, 189, 199-201, 206, 209, 213, 216, 235, 241, 242, 306, 

310, 311, 314, 316, 318, 319, 323, 325, 336, 340, 348, 351, 

354, 359, 360 

Heaven 245.34 omg eteroa вид 1, 2, 9-15, 31, 32, 37, 51, 52, 58, 60, 75, 78, 91, 92, 98, 
101, 102, 107, 108, 115, 118, 121, 122, 132, 143, 154, 158- 

160, 167, 168, 170, 171, 204, 327, 364, 367 


Heavens cc hee wich aca ра ма ини као aaa aie eve hata ones eh tated а ву дол рана 10, 158, 170, 259 
НЕВЕНА ОРУННУ 205 
Hellz pee праи беда, па бал та ме Ке, oti УИК СЕТА 54, 110, 113, 130, 133, 245 
PAS Вотаниат аа Ag Bp a ee Bias а оре ад РАСНИ 110 
ја (ОНЕ боде Аа ete tad ЕАР И ЕЕ ЕСЕ Pak ста, Pb dec Dy ЗАС na че Ў 133 
PIE WATE ВРАТ yey И НЕА СЕЕ сат а eee е ст 245 
Pe Nie е Sed. eas ене ио а боде See aban ete 77, 86, 347 
Hempen 45, аа подло hea hoon Se ове whan healt he арно OR a hy ie Pe PR asd 87 
Hens eet УК СДИ, Бл Оли иг ЗА а EA ди ABTA GA AIR DA е 161 
Herb sect ard, ао дир ала НА ма вод einai парада Wiens A Ел 7, 24, 25, 65, 209, 210 
Herbs- desar e cman dag МЛС alan led wea ano ok Ase варна 7, 16, 22, 24, 33, 111, 219, 221, 243 
hereon ya владее ТИРИСИНЕ 18 
Нет). они ао wu hea as WE Aart SA Ate COPE OE say apo ааъ дод heal eves Sevag BABS 55, 70 
MLCT оо инди prada he ean ne oA ae ae сна ah anna ty as 1, 2, 141, 165, 168, 243, 325 
Неме оо а дои ра они кар oe ities: ot уа сори ко Чао 209 
hermetically а кат eo инат co ha hana ae eee ce al Sata ele oa dS ate Seal ue SERE 168, 323 
ТЕТТЕ eter a a МА нев Neg а ra Ss Жар are Кен ЈА ЗАМОР де Рас 205 
Hermodacüls -s ове РЕР ОКЕ ОРО hoo ad Ou ded orn Pe, За оа 7 
Hermon. със оо а оно Аа олан 253 
ОО ооо мое иле илаа отн 5 
Hippoctāätes: уо ьа Аа Га аар EE Poe aE ИА АДЕ 181 
Holandüs е dda а панаа 12, 224, 235, 240, 297, 318, 322, 324, 356 
НО а ву еа е мо а е бодър амм сач 206 
HOMER е оо а Sees ERO LE зонам 221 
KONEV: а are а аена 12, 21, 24-26, 29, 31, 32, 34-36, 62, 64, 65, 86, 97, 104, 106- 

108, 124, 126, 147, 310, 317, 340, 351-353, 360, 372, 376 
ТОЛЕУ COMI: ооа eae а ар ноа а ает 34, 35 
Ое оны 11, 32, 69, 86, 101, 108, 138, 172, 212, 254, 295, 314, 316 
Horse Ве уе е ae а ао нса до олн рече ВО Oo 172 
ПОЕ а н у Ив оо з See te 108, 138, 212, 254 
ОЈ“ ионака знака дел града воо ло онака 2, 4, 5, 13-17, 22, 29, 46, 50, 51, 54, 58, 66, 67, 74, 76, 78-82, 


84, 89, 92, 93, 116, 118-121, 124, 127, 128, 130-133, 144, 
146, 148, 150, 166, 189, 193, 200, 201, 209, 245, 246, 252, 
296, 298, 299, 302, 308, 309, 311, 314, 316, 318, 323, 329, 


336, 340, 347, 359, 366 
hotter а ове ол ae endl дока дв дока КАН ибид бо ВЕБ оа дво ве abe eh 4, 318, 329 
ПОНОВО о водо оа re Лин а Аа Пардо бр да hee Sele КАА саби асал 16, 22, 23, 136, 189 
NOU слот es перла ефира покани аа 66, 106, 146, 160, 162, 181, 183, 204, 242, 300, 351 
hours иа os oe ан рака ae Dra es fad 34, 35, 39, 49, 51, 57, 59, 63, 64, 66, 67, 77, 81, 83, 85, 88 


90, 91, 96, 120, 125, 146, 150, 151, 162, 172, 175, 180, 184, 
235, 259, 298-302, 315, 336, 340, 348, 356, 359, 360 


НАШЕ: оа РОИ UP Se eR оо барано на slate EE ОРЕ 4,175, 179 
ЕО 69 aia a ден Dae ОЧЕ apa a ye CAG НА ae Ae BONE bee Re Dae 264 
PRO AISI tices ta Sei аы eat aa ve Wi ae зи eat: Ун 261, 293, 304, 335, 339, 342 
Wy les он SAG дъ они nas че убаа Re waa eS, Ae eae онен 206 
HypostasisS sits nre oe Mah acre а ана А Pel ee сит оро а OS cide Ња 32 
ЕРОС 182, 216, 225, 226, 253, 259, 315, 364, 365 
Idiot act utp hr nastiest CA od ee. ceeded ур ИНТО eden дири N Ана Ена ана 237 
WONG Aas Dis. or oe eet Ve BE Bae YORE OD r PR ee OETA oy DRS PO OTA ВА 97 


ТОНОВ тора ар ива о кар ah dub goals ach ene е aS adeeb ah ah Mee виконт 131 
РРСРР РРР ОЯНУ, 59, 110, 131, 188 
Тоо НО опа Е ИТЕ РЕР РЕ АКО ССРУ РИТА дот oe сок пр ае 4 но 60 
Images: о Раана ааваа АТА рн ЕЧ 159, 162 
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РАНК о доа cae esate acl ead tah евр ated el ad T бога оа вя 178 
PCAC ие позна orate ии За gees от дн С enact a 100 
Pearle тол r очи дво лик ome Мака обука чаи GIS a lta dco Vets ва орото Meta ВО тни 162, 192 
PGS wie арии е ei ede es 21, 44, 48, 105, 115, 131, 145, 146, 153, 154, 372, 377 
Рестога „мна sede tte! 4 велеа thn ee ed ври BA deh Cea А Ерос tats 5 
Pelican дар pa Дан a Bg hg но оо BE Rie PETE a зеен 1, 3, 11, 21, 68, 149, 212 


pellucid erens ee нас а ВОДА нев eee Agate ЧАРЕ Аал Dede ee wink сливи а 351 


PEN оо арии иот Ses ag Mee ар лорд Be seh ааа ah a брана lah о e аа 221 
PONG середина оо а ое nee beat: 310 
Терренс боб ора бија Зи et Ae ee ВАС 23, 114 
REDPEIS м nh Oe Rp are SANSA GED Oe Be Oe а а АНЬ ee ee ahd 21 
Ге н ода tee eae ЈО, cee Pb ide a a да A A 127 
Penod Tea СТЕ ЕЕ ИЧ ЧИН УСА aah Копаоник АС ОИ АД АЛ ЈА, 161 
ВЕСТ 4S Seesaw eens са Mave e eee aE ени ај ба 185, 199, 201, 202, 244, 245, 295, 365 
Petric ортак ено дуња ie has Be AS иа ионака Pak Buena mane Minima beta Ah 8 
Роше реки а оа Щит с tt дина A с ЛИ: ли Оли ANE A ди А.А A И IA е RAP аа на 171 
PETITES. aseen Ио Sati овака ар ие 113, 138 
Рей stake а et pit АА а aad АНИ И ОЧИ 161 
Phial о ордер а Oe oa 11, 52, 58, 79, 95, 193, 199, 200, 242, 264, 313, 359, 363, 366 
PIA AS е was alas ори НИ aoa aR оци anh? SOME ее ое на aoe eat Mares 5 
Phial S icin е AOE лена а Абе оне E EE EE ATE Уде до EENE оо ана 122, 199, 200 
РЪШ gine tide ома ину ааа 4, 28, 101, 129-131, 160, 175, 176, 178, 179, 181, 185, 189, 191, 
195, 202, 205, 209, 212, 216, 235, 315, 326, 361 

РЪСТ ate кара frases aes eve Кои soak Sede a Мар ра оти Se сан В 114, 208, 365, 378 
PUGS ло octet ach ties, влива bis wR GAR IE He aS Ah aah ates hos ashe a пн 23, 176, 208, 294, 343 
Philosopher доволен ада 4, 15, 96, 100, 129, 133, 158, 176, 177, 185, 191, 230, 237, 
343 

Philosophers нА АН 2, 5, 7, 9, 10, 13-16, 18, 19, 27, 29, 30, 32, 33, 47, 48, 


52, 58, 73-75, 77, 80, 101, 108, 111, 112, 114, 128, 131, 

132, 135, 137, 140, 142, 145, 155, 159, 160, 163, 164, 167, 
169, 175-179, 181-183, 186, 189, 191-195, 202, 204-210, 223, 
224, 228, 236, 241, 251, 255, 259, 293, 295, 305, 314, 318, 
319, 322, 326-328, 330, 331, 334, 341-345, 348, 350-352, 357, 


361, 365, 373, 375, 377 
Philósophis а оран aay a ra eel а наа а E ae NE Bale den E TEA 39 
Philosophide з о о ае нд A a AO E a ви a he os. a E lode 22, 180 
Philosophical а 4a еа 1, 3-8, 11-14, 16-31, 33-53, 56-61, 66, 68-73, 76, 79, 85, 


86, 90-92, 97, 98, 100-104, 109-114, 116-118, 121, 126, 128, 
129, 131-133, 137-143, 145, 146, 148, 150, 166, 167, 169-174, 
178, 179, 182, 184, 186, 190, 195-197, 203-205, 207-211, 213- 
218, 220, 222-225, 227-237, 239, 241, 245-247, 252-254, 256, 
257, 260-264, 293-295, 298, 299, 303-308, 310-314, 318, 320- 
322, 324-330, 332-334, 337-343, 345-353, 356, 357, 363-365, 


369-376 
Philosophically .... pas л еа ево ВЕ 47, 53, 58, 134, 180, 189, 229, 230 
Philosophoriùni vres weg лиани ааа eae eG ee We bed Е ee 7 
Philosophorum sitera maces нарочно о ња A E OR A бъра N a pane ка 43, 224 
Philosophy: пода без fata eatery ИЗ sree wee Lao idee wa Se EA EOS 2, 22, 181, 187, 192, 196, 197 
Plesie о АНА дъ Ела 4,5, 7, 11, 12, 16, 18, 39-41, 44, 47, 49-52, 56-59, 63, 64, 


68, 70, 73, 76, 77, 79-84, 86, 88-98, 103, 105-107, 116, 
119, 136, 148, 150, 175, 178, 193, 196, 198, 211-215, 217, 
218, 225, 226, 234, 248, 252, 294-296, 299, 307, 309, 318, 


329, 347-349 
phlegmätice os 6.2 03a cs sds ced eo een Shs 4, 18, 51, 82, 87, 96, 129, 180, 186, 187, 202 
Phlegms anenee дома ав ани Mawr ТОТИ 8, 91, 236, 348 
PHYSICIAN узи ае RIS He аа OETA аан Se POR I E ee bee 111 


PHYSICIANS: дедо Sed tastes ee tas wi oe Sah A ok но ВЛАВ ae СЧЕТЕ ee ран oul е 9, 10, 15, 264 


PIDCONS а рии ол вр 20h a PE dae phe Aad en Ak wees ауди pales a Ais Balad Ами ere eh Es 161 
PING oS ааа РРР РРР Ree eid eee Србов kaa воо ot 6 
ДОАО ТИ ЕДИ АН ROE A PR RY Se а то БАЛ 54, 56, 116, 118, 245, 246, 300, 340 
Piper GMa aod мори a hPa ley да дала ту Behl Dae oh OER ан Елата 16, 22 
PIPES os aca ha ee ата eels a aly Ped oat ae Pe a eee ol aN ae, ina aes wie nes 1,9 
ЕС ВА ров а до ek Est a UR aa See ae До Re оао ore tie а 171 
Pith Sg Some нечие Sep ees 73, 76, 79, 80, 82, 83, 85-87, 89, 90, 92-96, 98, 105, 127, 184, 

196, 330 
Pite hetas не ои чи Со Бои малла aut Nese shee меаи 32 
усаа оза езе азе едва oe ае oO дои Dela eae alin Bae DUG оо ee eRe Oh ea NG 39 
Рале али ses dade cleat ии ie ол dake tal ри а и бар ede В aig Ан Ја от dade 160, 208 
Planet oe Os pase bead оноо Иан лае 27, 158-161, 179, 208 
Planting наа ИО gat Mare дфн е ДИ Me Micrel at а N 161 
РЕВЕ цар овие cede а a cee нок гара ки fc ама нео Арина ts Da ase nt ви ab anh Petey Sed aa bd 13 
Ра ала а о МИ АС И ЕЕ tae i eae ENET wae СК 162 
ВЕН eed Seer е Bae ne Se eee Lue ок би ОАА 210 
| АА (ка а о и АА ЕИ е и CES be ЗРЗЕ, ар 56 
Poet “Seu cc ben ара рер Д аа а а ваат ЕВИ ЦР ed ete ee ce eae е 5 
РОО Rah isa нида te eae Аа arate ьс а дедо 44, 153, 184, 205, 220, 237, 352, 372 
POISONOUS ifs АА Ат err АЛ ОДА, оа АВ ДИНА ии ПАРО вина ае обр Ка при Да a оа е ИН пода 242 
POISONS! Доо Каба до банда, ДО нај об а ду ца АЕ порови де пребил ЕВН kei мет 44, 250, 373 
РОВНОЕ о о ЈА ОИ Paw eae ОС ДЕ ОИ И ee ЈА ЗА 188 
ПОРИ н tee ieee Gane es we aus ИЕСИ И ао elec. 60, 99 
Porta oes S54 ie west о Sele бебе рабо, Se sae Sesto baka ec Say eee е Зоо одо wa 206 
portae Soe see ha ав bs ea cha ee вонр ња ора ded Reena ey awe а ора 174, 175, 338 
PONAT. е бро, ае У оми 129, 179 
POF РРО ЕЕЗ ЕЛЕ has ats at, СК, Аа eat ИС ТЕРРИ Se ИС, И НАТА ара 129 
| Која ци Која st shel Ni A РАСИ НА AUR ai, Dd nh Nas о е И 24, 30, 65 
postrema da. ау ey tached a ао аад ло наал то Он рн) ва 5 
Pot еа анн аа н 236, 242, 301, 326, 347 
ВОД Горна cha hosted И А Ria а nA Bark eae 236 
Potable пази beak CI нь y Beate Boas 7, 57-59, 64, 68, 92, 96, 145, 180, 181 
РОСИ ns ate te Meme hed ЦИ eu И бащи tats ela ON бива las ele oe ДЕ 191, 256, 353 
Росина аеро Ы нав aa ae Oita Зи Seek даа Sete a's Se tt Малаа 181 
POLES TAGS а оков борса Yow ge oe AI е owes Gas ee Ae des Mee pe DA Se haw red 96, 195, 196 
POUOIS ооа вака ISR ORG SACRA DON OVERS бар SAA ORE OES 181 
Poters spn eh he мно А Далара Nes по ДИЙ а е Ne, по ОЛЕ МЕ 57, 182, 199 
PONG: деен Seka ee eto ede Merny ee ee Ode aig но ЕЛА ЛИ le 342 
Роне роб neste ete lad збо а ИМ саваните а ee Peles her кои ција 262 
| а Кој чии РАНИ ту га Se aad АР eee ne ИСА ОР Вер S ален Mera Де ПО Mota реа 199, 206 
СТАСА a5 estes ао Ао Као de oo E ae A 31, 80, 90, 92-95, 185, 198, 223 
Ртасбсае одено ot маана et a a oe a дви не РАННА AN ced atte ора 358, 366 
pretiosa Sou ati es Dee радари аванса ва ЗА на bn ees 162 
EOE GS рефе asa на ис a они A hte ава ааа ss Miata а ем E Seance ЕЕРЕЕ ccs 5 
Голо ае Го ЧЕ а е E EA е СИ СЕЕ 127, 224, 327, 328, 330 
Prophetess essnee oa a wae ag Ga ale н hee при ERAGE a во 54 131 
Proportion scera tea e a ws Ss aes nine E E E E EE 39, 142, 143, 205, 214, 320 
PrOPOrIODS e И КР РА и РО И ew MA АЈ МИА ООР ЗА ode AE аео RTA 68 
PEO CU о BGR aa РА ЕРЕС ЕИ ОИ САСА A ls OF подвида алат 221 


PRETO ATEN ео ек a Pes Woah Add, бала Дъ иа е вовел ah en bee Mew AT oS ahs 7 
Рао рано Вари ков по роба водо minted oa осна доа 29, 130, 178, 179 
ар Aes hears дамата тъ бира дни а диета, И a Sadie E ЗА 187, 316, 343, 345 
purple shia erin ИН АН Sy te И СИН РЕ КАА 140, 141, 181, 247, 347, 350, 351 
ригрове аза скла Парка 8, 64, 78, 79, 106, 108, 129, 146, 151, 171, 190, 219, 221, 242, 
244, 340, 371, 373 

Pürpüf И а РИ КА И СО ЗА Sas SO RG ad arrears Sei ees obec 351 
| а Суд а ана и га И и ОИ ЕЛИТИ и art tp ay et 6 
един и от ној ИВАНА ЕК Аце ар 23, 31, 69, 73, 74, 76, 86, 87, 98, 99, 101, 103, 106, 125, 
126, 144, 149, 161, 193, 212, 326, 337, 354 

pütréfactione пари УЧЕ Ви а eed И, E о СИ СВ ЗИ 236 
putrefied о fuses» Meda oe ee 68, 69, 85, 105, 119, 129, 147, 148, 161, 183, 193-195, 211 
UES ace а BG SAE Ge в Дара O ou Ca wee барот 67, 203, 213 
UCT iors 5. aia ance eas inn УЧИ 38, 46, 47, 50, 64-67, 70, 79, 83, 85, 86, 88, 93-95, 98, 99, 


107, 111, 113, 119, 120, 122, 123, 125, 137, 146-148, 181, 
183, 184, 193, 194, 198, 213, 236, 309, 314, 317, 360 


ПИЕНО лой oes чл ао Neg Aes Ee Ws Ce СЕ СС 67, 107, 125, 147, 161, 337 
PETG 4 обоза AS ct es, grrr Nat, беа ash hee ео отаде ace ne. ano nate a ela онно: 321 
ФИНИ заа ео а ted ао Ол ani ea tea аз радва НИЕ Oe 65, 86, 138, 255, 346 
Vein iit а пар а аи ние ee ie орат об АНА Ада а ие SOA mre AD 16, 22, 23, 65, 114 
quanta оо Sees As Coe atin a hylan oe Ses А gen Cea ae Bee Уан 238 
90111 E АНИ КИТ Sa ан A СКИ МО SL oe БИРЕ gh АА ВА и te РУ 200, 201 
ОООО ес воа ст ЗА КО Зи: eine eas Gane Doe eee а 200 
QUNT аи peas а кран сутра STR we Se NRE седна OE PRES 16, 154 
ОА оценат Sy ae awe ate aye ана oak ња Ot. Aen Seka eae ae wad eee ak 92, 248 
ЦИИЦЕЗВЕНОВе раб ets тл с A a, 1, 2, 7, 9-11, 13-15, 20, 28, 32, 37, 47, 61, 75, 78, 92, 


94, 107, 126, 128, 132, 141, 143, 156, 157, 184, 190, 191, 
203, 213, 218, 219, 243, 251, 256, 295, 334, 367 


ОИЕ БЕСОВ SSS, sip na Вуд о еко tw ae bra bees arta hut ected ham Жаклин, 155, 156, 219 
Qüintesséntia ПРА ЕАР НИЕ и oy Gas SS GG ETE AE ОВОЈ SoC ee S 9 
QUIN ЗЕРНЕ РИЧЕ e eared hota aia hl SA aha et ледена оС полова водно ала uate рева 1 
(ОПОГАШОЦЕС изроди ала и oe Роб ибид За Зара hey RA Bae PR ey E 207 
Та НГ оран съб овчи Tae eh arash Sacha RO ИСКРЕНА АПСИ КИ ТС РА еко alas, cece КЕ 66, 67 
PACS eo etn a ura ee it Rian ЗА РЕТКИ tee ЕК КОЕ СКИ Си СТЕКНЕ 6, 14, 206 
RAGS Зад рал ана Masi gre win ped, he ah a dew ЕРИ 183 
RAMs sored arb ана ane ана a Ser Sadan aie териери ае, 51, 243, 335, 348, 372 
АЕС ер a Arete Абел I та елла OIE а ere A оа таал 243 
Raphanus: о Кои ии ЕК Ви ат ЕНЕ hed Ss atte ot SD ede ск ati еди 65-67, 214, 215 
АББ дина срби a tae е Аа бон а али Ил Mie ad Nel dees 162 
Тана cleus, maa ae И eS anneal a eee Sahat ССА СЕ ИО АА ПА КАКО aa оли Aaa a 85 
ГАПОИ о Mala ite ws ale Зони Dra аа de om lb eaters ИО ee ср 86 
Rayii акра git pate avo oes kid fae ais Mean Аааа ааа Ааа 59, 113 
Raymond sssaaa legates feu hy Sega aia he Ua tan фара e 101, 131, 187, 196 
Raymund сао cess aston ана 4, 5, 7, 22, 34, 127, 129, 131, 152, 177, 181, 192, 228, 343 
Raymund: Sr: serie ta а See hake da + aS Ae WAGs Bowen ae eae 131 
Raymundo: н аа ции Ld a pl ae bas дар оф ede oe Ea new hese ls 192 
СЕИР 213 
КОСАВОШНОО РРР hie oa he ed a Sale ea ti Pa ok Кои cadet 121 
re-contedl аа рала аълаа eID Ba ae PON in Aa 227 


Кер ооо EEEE 326 


РРТС ТИИ ЕРРЕТИ РОУ 68, 111, 112, 148, 149, 208, 230, 344 
IRECSAUG™ о Ае акан А ао ена ам aa аА ЛЬ ан 206 
СЕИСО И оче ие оао лом 261 
ТЕСЕ аа ва е на оон A e 97 
reçtification: нна anaes 5, 18-20, 83, 125, 129, 146, 148, 191, 195, 294, 295, 335 
TECTITIGATIONS Ss, п оа н А Аа М 165, 183 
ТССШНВО а сан ааа аа 1, 3-5, 12, 17, 20, 21, 32, 40-42, 46, 48, 50, 52, 56, 58, 62, 


65, 76, 77, 82, 85-87, 96-101, 106, 121, 137, 146, 148, 150, 

151, 167, 170, 181, 183, 184, 196, 202, 252, 253, 262, 295, 

297-299, 309, 333, 336, 351, 353, 356, 357, 364, 367 

TECHT ae eat ae rT re 1, 16, 18, 19, 38, 40, 52, 57, 67, 76, 77, 85, 86, 93, 96, 99, 
105, 110, 119, 120, 122, 125, 148, 165, 167, 183, 190, 194, 

215, 216, 222, 235, 253, 255, 303, 312, 315, 348 

ТОСОБУ ер dot toe eel ааа bee hea Ce tee cee rie Ges 87, 105, 106, 125, 195 
Ted, ets но обла a2 ink рака ОИЕ 1, 5, 7, 8, 12, 16, 18, 21, 23-25, 28-30, 50, 76, 78, 80, 81, 83, 
84, 90, 92, 93, 105, 113, 116, 118, 122, 127, 136, 138-141, 

165, 166, 170, 175, 177, 179, 180, 182, 189-191, 193, 195- 

197, 202-205, 209, 222, 245, 247, 255, 257, 261-263, 293, 295, 

297-303, 305, 307, 309, 311, 312, 314, 323, 325-333, 335-338, 


340-351, 354-357, 370 

ТО та БЕ дара а oeae a Gre ОЕЕО Ske BATA als Ded 58, 164, 193, 348 
Тео оро ashe Neer E мера 137, 139, 141, 147, 149, 152, 181, 254, 294, 295, 325-330, 332, 
336, 337, 343, 349, 357 

TOAUCE зна на аро ФД 42, 45, 47, 52, 57, 61, 66, 67, 96, 99, 106, 108, 111, 118, 132, 
165, 184, 215, 231, 239, 250, 303, 331, 335, 340, 344, 356, 

367, 370, 373 

reductio сада а e Ge Дарла ea ate See as 58, 69, 78, 93, 134, 141, 227, 238, 247 
reductions ло кан Екран So a ДОНЕВА вать дар Pee edad Binet 236 
refrigerating Собра ов ath anes резное Ама ee фа 54 
Régeni oua a флеки брод нии Cts ata а а Ete alte aan за сон а 131 
Reli tenme ИВАНА НИВА Kamm ив te nema ta Cav cau ines mine E Rama E ema kA eae 154 
Кереп e WR задо bP E CORES LIRR OS UE OEE EIA ела 31 
POO E E EE E ae oe 52, 66, 139, 242, 244, 246-248, 250, 262, 313, 351 
Ч ОСЕТЕ 250 
КЕРШЕ oie, Sea thd е а чое а ева на hte ne gia ch bee 132, 343, 367 
PEMMCIMOAING: pone Sar ka eda eee bua ba Cae Shea Ste доведоа ра 149 
СОСЕ ОМА О по пр дали Rae: лоо ее атоо колоса 263 
ТЕБЕ ооа ода А Оно ноа сае 142 
ОБЕ е а ааа аа dans ee Oh ae ne 142 
ГОБИ о о A aN he tee ња а DERE а лак 142 
Retentoriü MSas Shey am Matai rte wh Gals обоа кина и bate me Faye а Old ele Sera’ ba eo Mee tenets 82 
Кеш а оаа se A ОУ а ОИЕ 4, 55-57, 66, 103, 104, 107, 116, 118, 150, 172, 182, 183, 198, 
225, 235, 245, 246, 248, 253, 293, 296, 297, 317, 346-348, 

351, 357, 367 

reverberate ора 5 они оде она кацна Sonne об at 57, 58, 66, 80, 107, 198, 340, 351 
теуетбегаѓей: ол Илиада Ee мено чо Mond wl ES eg дои OR asain ew ise 121, 139-141, 324 
Геуегрегатезг дерби викано и ab vote a toate cept о rhea Satie 139, 352 
teverberating cain si Kad ees. canta ea e eed eee нь алет 58, 63, 64, 120 
reverberation: о ана пана oy Дана лава етае 95, 97, 139, 141, 224, 296 


Reverberatory о ао ана Seem et Gee eeu eee 92, 99, 107, 137, 139, 140, 184 


Е ID SUS од ick рени а ролери Ер ah a о ба мак a araa ah hind ео we aa et lh 176 
RSM ANT сега Anand acer oe wine Meee ase dete о SA van делото вода ар ре ово оди OE на 226, 253 
аа зоа ОС cei дава доа то ЗАС AAD oe See БАИТ ale с Вила обр Seas РАСЧЕТ 226 
Ripley аа аман вач а tak 4, 22, 23, 27-29, 59, 101, 113, 114, 129, 131, 133, 172, 174-176, 


178-182, 184, 186, 187, 189-191, 195-198, 202, 205, 207, 209, 
216, 244, 316, 326, 337, 338, 343, 344, 365, 372, 376, 378 


Ripley Варава ората Ghee ран РИНЕН С oh BPE moda sa hades 196 
КОРЕН соо sgt ба teas даа whan вон Цр на нереди а бали на а utes oP rad: Soden ае Bare" ри aired stn teas a 48 
Robertos о SAE Ss наар анаты атр 154 
ОБЕ о а ао то ae al wig ie BAe оо Ea e 131 
Е асое ВРЕЛО ЕЕ И ОУ ПУ, ЦЕ ЧЕ ЗНАКА E ЈАС и E 206 
КосПе ет, марина оо А ни ера ое А ета 296, 299 
ROSET eee дана ouster я eens нар Oe ested went Sas Сей насън eatin ete Ses 129, 191, 192 
ROMAN. cake vada ни нален 150, 205, 207, 230, 262, 294, 295, 297, 298, 300, 301, 305, 307, 

312, 313, 324, 339, 343, 344, 349, 353, 356-358 
ROMANS оо x 5 аа ои ate aden Gs wa дв PM нис abe eased haem tate hn 205 
То Об Агилера Oar a a era ве nS И тЫ. 103, 122 
POMS: sys de Sea, ae ae ch One. HEN at, РИТИ MEO газа Ede Uae, GR hee Фа hee ohn eae 114 
РТО ded ators OE eed eee 5 на обои ана ево SA ANS GINO Te Oak wR epee he 136, 236 
КОЕ НО декор ees rare ооо А ас мез 66 
Ròsa оо о о ИО ohare об 132, 152, 153 
Оба ПИРЕ aetna а oad dened beret подали gre СКИ СУ ии ЕИ 112 
ROSA sas Cale а Бараки eles tte Ba aces OAE I е 134, 217 
ROSE роеви ење че бебе роден, бо se ae Stes bake a е Se ae AS 325 
Rosemary зор cae a wna abe аа обр hae eae на Reena awd КА РУВО 21, 24, 25 
ROSS Spd ма сока ана et че оа oe ORR, RAM wR ме с КО АА а а оо ин Ode Г 21 
ТООБА: гадно фобии Зора вр ante ee ас Maa es, добър Se eee 65 
ROSY i hs aie Ba Pak eae СО ва RES Se id Be GAR AAS ce Pe 197 
оао окт, палас зна a e хобија бб Бо exuded, = Мача ‘see craton hehe, ed whale ftw, в Бери des 22, 23 
RUD ICS е балада antec ns ata oe lariat watt cath ata te ahr Gai ера в 21, 329 
RUDY ci cate See ode et orem И лежанка кора keds гнезда 141, 309, 325, 336, 354 
ОВОО Аа OS чара ни BP OIA УЗ a ee pO Es 8, 9, 14, 60 
КИБИК е о аша HEC ne halted ade AU KEY Se SEE а НИЕ ја 29 
PUSS US: Ы О gtr Nea, oda ere es SE Ова ne ea eS КА ани бо 259 
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